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0305 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMING]? CTF 63 6l 62 C0MGgN o 0PAC . 

Most Secret. Fully concur with Gomalrsopac 310402. CACTUS 
not only a base of major value to nation holding but is first 
foot of ground taken from an enemy who has some cause to con- 
sider his armies invincible. The strength of his forces in 
and enroute to the area plus additional availa >le forces in- 
dicated as being prepared to move in and the relatively short 
line of communications leave no doubt of an all out offensive. 
Repeated and sometimes successful attempts to land infiltra- 
tion or advance troops clearly indicate CACTUS as a major 
preliminary objective. It is my considered opinion that at 
this time the retention of CACTUS ismore vital to the prosecu- 
tion of the war in the Pacific than any other commitment. 
CACTUS cannot be held unless strong air forces of types of 
planes requested in reference and in other dispatches of 
like import nlus inshore patrol forces previously requested be 
promptly supplied. Comgensopac and Comtaskfor 62 have by 
hand. 

1315 COMIHOH to CliTCPAC info C0MS0PAC. 

Handle this with the greatest secrecy. At this distance it 
is difficult to understand hou' enemy operations such as are 
reported in Comgen 1st Mardiv 310200 and the destroyer oombard- 
ment in his 250955 can approach and proceed relatively un- 
molested . 

1256 C0KS0PAC to COMINCH, CTKCP&C CTFs 11.16.17,18 info LEARY etc . 

Operations September 1st. Handle as most secret . Enemy 
force estimated at least 2 cruisers 2 55 located by SBD-- 
2 miles West TAIV0 Point GUADALCANAL 0050 ( -11 ) 31st. 
1 cruiser JINTSU class. Planes attacked 1 near miss on 
cruiser. 10 3BDs took o^f but lost contact when ships 
dispersed. 3 P4 planes failed to return from patrol went 
in response air raid alarm GUADALCANAL 31st. Fletcher states 
SARATOGA able to make 14 knots but damage makes it necessary 
return her PEARL. Leaving larce part of her planes here for 
carrier repla cenent . 3 YPs arrived GUADALA CANAL . 
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01 1237 CTff 62 to GOMSOPAO Info OOMAIRF. OPAC . COMINCH. CINCPAC. 

Comamnhorsopac fully supports the opinions expressed by 
Comairsopac in his 310402 and recommend that the air sup- 
he desires be provided. Para. While always in favor of 
the move to TULAGI it may be remembered that I warned that 
such a move to be permanently successful would entail con- 
tinuous support by strong Naval and air forces. Para. Here 
in the SOLOMONS we now have an unsinkable aircraft carrier 
which I believe may finally be multiplied into an invincible 
fleet adequate for a decisive move, out this will require 
patience, and the determined support by forces of a strength 
and character which you do not now have under your control. 
Para. The enemy is now hampered bv his adventures in the 
ALEUTIANS and Eastern NEW GUINEA. * I believe that the im- 
mediate consolidation and extension of our CACTUS -position 
is now possible and advisaole, and is a ^olden military 
opportunity that ought not be missed. 



01 2331 OINCPAG to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC 



COMAIRSOPAC, CTF 61 CGHD. 




Comairsopac 310402 Comsopac 010305 all aircraft that can be 
spared from ENTERPRISE SARATOGA ?eing transferred Comsopac 
for use present campaign. Employment carrier aircraft and" 
pilots from shore bases necessary because of lack suitable 
Army type planes for GUADALCANAL fighting but such use car- 
rier nilots most uneconomic from military viewpoint and our 
present shortage trained carrier air groups. To ensure suc- 
cess present campaign steady flow to SoPac of suitable Army 
aircraft with trained nilots must be instituted at once. 
Consider P-38 A-24 B-25 3-26 suitable present types. My 
252241 and my serial OI64W of July 17, '42. Let's give 
CACTUS, the wherewithall to live up to its name. Something 
for the Japs to remember forever. 

02 0300 COMSOPAC to Mac ARTHUR. Info COMINCH. CINCPAC CG30PAC. 

Handle as most secret. Cominch 271320 (in 3 parts) refers 
me to you for emergency assistance my air effort. Situation 
CACTUS is most difficult and becoming critical due heavy and 
frequent air attacks to meet which do not have fighters in 
sufficient numbers or adequate performance. Army P-400 sent 
CACTUS from POPPY exhausted. Replacements enroute cannot 
be made available CACTU" -orior late September and will be 
? -39 type. Can you send me small force of P-38 fighters with 
pilots and few key mechanical nersonnel. I can provide trans 
cortation. 
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02 0400 CCPSOPAC to COMITTCH Info CUT AIR30PAC , CINCPA'J, CQMSO'.flSSPAC , 

MaoARTMUR. 

Your 271320 in 3 parts. In so far as I can determine I 
have no information as to types of aircraft embarked in ves- 
sels enroute SUMAC. Nor have 1 been a ?le to interpret the 
instructions to Harmon such as to give me authority' to divert 
aircraft in ships for use this area. What I have urged and 
Harmon has likewise urged is that I be reenforced with air- 
craft (particularly fighters) of suitable types for effective 
use in present operations. I am asking MacArthur for such 
P-38's as he can spare from his present operations. I again 
urge that my requests and requests of Harmon be given favorable 
and prompt consideration for the reasons previously given that 
other types of fighters not effective as evidenced that out 
of 14 P-400 T s sent 'to CACTUS only 2 remained effective yester- 
day. In present operation we must have planes suitable to 
effectively combat the enemy and P-39 series is not effective 
against his high altitude operations. Authority for diversion 
of SUMAC bombers in transit by air is fully understood and 
has been and will continue to be applied with the most care- 
ful consideration requirements Sopac and Sowespac. 

01 2313 G.Cr. CACTUS to CTF 62. Info CQMSQPAC.' 

To CTF 62 Info ^omsopac from CACTUS. My 202013 and Comsopao 
201132. Anpears enemy is building up striking force by con- 
tinuous small landings during darkness. I>ue to difficult ter- 
rain areas are beyond range of land operations except at ex- 
pense of weakening defense of airfield. We do not have a 
balanced force and it is imperative that following measures be 
taken: Afirm. Base planes here capable of searching beyond 
steaming range during darkness. Baker. Provide surface craft 
DD's or motor torpedo boats for night patrolling. Cast. Pro- 
vide striking force for active defense by transferring 7th 
Marines to CACTUS. If not prevented by surface craft enemy 
can continue night landings beyond our range of action and 
build up large force. 

03 1231 COMSOPAO to CTF 11 , 16 , 13 . 17 .COMITTCH. CIUCPAC, C01 SOWESPAC. 

Handle as most secret. Operations 3rd. B 17 on patrol made 
1 500 oound bomb hit on AO or AV Lat 7-16 South Long 158-3 
East 1100 2nd. Ship stopped. Fire forward. Large oil slick. 
P3Y on patrol got near miss on DD uossibly escorting 3S at 
2-40 South 160-18 East 1100 L (-111. At 0500 L (-11) 2nd 
several hostile planes bombed GUADALCANAL. 1 killed 1 wounded. 
No material damage. At 1140 L (-11) 2nd 18 twin engined bomb- 
ers dropped bombs GUADALCANAL. 1 killed 5 wounded. 1 S3D 
destroyed also some Avgas and ammunition. Our planes brought 
down 3 bombers 4 zeros. AA shot down 1 bomber. All our ■ 
nlanes returned. Leary pass to MacArthur. Afternoon 3rd 
TF 18 arrived NOUMEA. WILLIAM WARD BURROWS unloaded and 
floated off SYLVIA reef after being aground for 3 days. 
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03 0736 COMSQPAC to CTF 17 Info'cW 11.18.63.62. CINCPAC. 



While Taskforce 18 is engaged in replenishment and pending 
reorganization on carrier task forces the directive assigned 
carrier task forces in Mydis 271026 of August is modified 
as follows: Task force 17 operate generally south of lat- 
itude 12 degrees. Avoid remaining in same locality to 
prevent concentration of enemy submarines against you. De- 
stroy promising targets whenever located, ^our freedom of 
movement as may be required by the presence of enemy sub- 
marines or other is not limited by any general restrictions 
herein given. 



04 1116 COMSQPAC. to CTF 16 . 17 . IB . 62 . 63 . 11 . 1?IC?AC . COr^OVJESPACffOR . 

C0MIIJ0H. Mac ARTHUR . 

Operations 4th. At 0200 L (-11) 3rd 3 hostile SS shelled 
GUADALCANAL. No damage. No casualties. Our planes 3rd 
straffed several boats and oarges on and. near beaches south- 
east TAHtJ Point. BURROWS departed GUADALCANAL 1645 L (-11) 
4th. 

04 0300 COMSQPAC to CINCPAC. 



Your 032013 for your information I nlan to nut the 7th 
Marines into GUADALCANAL probably Southeast TAIVU Point as 
soon as nlans and arrangements can be made. Desire but 
small force on T'TRVANION Island possibly from a battalion 
of Army troons to permit nreliminary work on air field that 
station and as deter&nt to enemy action against AVP opera- 
ting planes from GRACI0 n A Bay PANTA CRUZ. Comsopac to 
Oincnac . 
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04 0610 CJMAJ^HIBIOUS 30PAC to C0MTOAW3DIV 2 Info C0?.!INCH, CINCPAO . 

00J.I30PAC. 

Ultra secret from Comgenforsopac those not addressed stop 
decoding. Beginning about 13 September under my command 
your unit plus embarked troops plus raider battalion in 
APDs plus approximately one third of 5th Defense Battalion 
vail hold 2 battle rehearsals of landing on beach GREEN 
against opposition for establishment of strong supporting 
position. Troops will be commanded by a general officer to 
be named later. Para. Prepare detailed troop and material 
landing and tactical plans suitable for rehearsals generally 
similar to CACTUP landing my OpPian Afirm 3 Annex Dog ex- 
cept assume beachhead will be established by Raider Bat- 
talion during darkness. Propose withdraw surface vessels 
at tne of 14 hours therefore plan must be carefully drawn 
to ensure landing only essential personnel and material and 
rapid unloading at beach. Para. Following points are 
emphasized Afirm country is jungle with many" streams.. 
Motor vehicles must be few. Amphibian tractors and rubber 
boats will be required. Baker Engineering equipment largely 
hand operated. As many machetes shovels axes brush hooks 
intrenching tools as possible plus wire and stakes. Sand- 
bags in bundles of 100. Camouflage nets. Lar ; -e supply 
radio batteries all types. Paulins and flys for protect- 
ing stores. Nil tents except shelter hanves and few hos- 
pitals. Water filtration plants but nil distilling appara- 
tus. Cast. Carefully balanced stores for 30 days. Rations 
30 days class baker 10 days cast or king and 5 days dog. 
Gasoline kerosene in tins McCAV/LEY will land fuel in drums. 
Do£. 3 units of fire but maximum amounts grenades canister 
demolitions charges and land mines. Para. You will be able 
to land some excess vehicles prior to rehearsal to clear 
access to cargo. Para. You are aware of errors we made 
at CACTUS and RING 30 LT, Avoid them in this operation. 

°5 1156 COMSOPAC to C CHINCH. OOttroWESTPAOJOfi . C INC PAG . CTF 11 17 

ib. 62. 63. nr-y— >:-">,yj. 1 1 ' 

Handle as most secret. Operations 5th. 13 boats southeast 
°?f s * J rA ^L -sland and 30 landing craft southwest coast 
BA2J JORGE Island were discovered by GUADALCANAL air patrol 
^f d i^ wer ® <? ODlt >ed strafed, most were left sunk or burning. 



At 0200 L (-11) 5th 
LITTLE and GREGORY, 
heavy. 



5 hostile DD's shelled GUADALCANAL, sank 
Casualties not yet known believed 
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SEPT OCT 

05 2005 CINCPAC to COHTASKFOR 1 info 00 MINCH 



Utmost secrecy . In the event of threatened enemy landing 
in Hawaiian Sea Frontier Task Force 1 with maximum avail- 
able screen will probably be ordered to sail immediately 
to repel the attack. Maximum available cover by land 
based aircraft will be furnished. Current plans for 
your operations and training must be based on this con- 
tingency. 

05 2052 COMTASKFOR 11 to COMSOPAC info CI NCPAC , CTF-18. COiJAIRSOPAC 

Arrived BLEACHER. Following ships to accompany SARATOGA 
Pearl: NEW ORLEANS, ATLANTA, PHELPS, DEWEY, WORDEN, 
CUMMINGS, WILSON, Commander Cruisers Task Force 11 on 
MINNEAPOLIS. That ship with MACDONOUGH FARRaGUT MONSSEN 
GRAYSON being provisioned to capacity and awaiting your 
orders. No fuel available. Ships remaining in area have • 
enough fuel to reach WHITE POPPY. Necessary this force 
fuel prior departure or enroute to Pearl. Transferring 
remainder aviation material BLEACHER. SARATOGA still has 
six officers Including flight surgeon and 86 men to trans- 
fer to her squadrons at ROSES and BUTTON. Am forwarding 
"via airmail report as requested your 030600. Temporary 
repairs being effected. Will advise later when ready depart 
probably 3 or 4 days. Expect to make 15 knots enroute 
Pearl. No deaths and only few slight injuries as result 
of torpedoing, 

06 1146 CCH50PAC to CINCPAC, COMINCH, COMSWPAC , CTF 11,16,17.13,62.63 

Handle as most secret . Operations 6th. Two B-17s bombed 
three enemy DDs 5th position 06-30 south Long 158-33 east 
results negative. 12 officers 226 enlisted from GREGORY 
and LITTLE reported rescued. Enemy force which sank them 
now reported at least one cruiser two DD. Morning patrol 
from GUADALCANAL fifth sighted 15 large Jap landing boats 
each carrying about 75 men approaching northwest GUADALCANAL. 
Straffed boats three sank. P-400s attacked with bombs and 
light machine guns. Appeared to cause many personnel casual- 
ties. Bombs sank one boat. SBDs straffed boats on beaches. 
Believed to have destroyed several. 1245 L(-ll) 5th 26 twin 
engined bombers covered by 20 zeros approached our position 
GUADALCANAL. Only few our fighters intercepted due previous 
alert. These caused bombers to drop bombs ten miles west- 
ward LUNGA POINT. Two bombers one zero shot dovn . One F4F 
lost during boat straffing operation. Ghormley sends. Leary 
pass to MacArthur. One F4F missing three damaged one pilot 
wounded. Lieut F.C. Riley on patrol in PBY at 1310 Love 
5th shot iown one Kawanishi type four engined patrol boat 
Lat 05-35 oouth Long. 165-02 east. Confirmed by second 
plane which saw Jan Diane burning in water. 
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06 1720 COMT'TCH to Cincpac, CTF 8. and other commands concerned. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff are addressing. Greenslade pass to 
PeWJLtt and furnish him copy of OTF 8 042027. Most secret. 
The occupation of PRIBILOFF approved subject to provision 
last sentence Comtaskfor 8 042027. Modification of occupa- 
tion of TANAOA as set forth in CTF 8 052130 also approved. 

06 1950 CTF 8 to CINCPAC. 

Most Secret. My 042027. Am in receipt of message from 
3UCKNER stating he has orders from DeWitt to occupy PRIBILOFF 
and will advise me when to supply escorts and length of time 
they will be required. My present orders obligate all my 
surface forces in FIREPLACE operations as stated in reference. 
DeWitt has never asked me whether or not local naval forces 
are prepared to support PRIBILOFF move. When PRIBILOFF 
fighter strip is installed DeWitt apparently expects fighting 
olanes stationed there without again consulting me although I 
command Alaskan air forces. I am in effect being ordered by 
DeWitt to take certain action although in no way subject to 
his command. Shall take no action nor reoly to Buckner until 
I have your directive in premises. 

07 0452 Comsopac to BOISE. MacDONOUGH. and various others. 

Handle as most secret. A screening and attack force 
designated Task Force 64 is hereby established composed 
initially as follows: Rear Admiral Wright in MINI'JEAPOLIS 
'Task Force Commander with BOISE BMNZS LEANDER DESDIY 22 FARRA- 
CUT and MacDONOUOH. Task Force 64 assigned temporarily to 
Comtaskfor 62 for operational control, units now at BLEACHER 
to act as escort for transport movement from BLEACHER to 
BUTTON as directed by Comtaskfor 62. BOISE and LEANDER will 
join Task Force 64 at BUTTON. Comtaskforce 62 and LEANDER 
have for action Comtaskfor 18 for Info. 

07 1150 C0ME0PAC to C0MINCH. CINCPAC. COMSQWEPPAC. Mac Arthur. 
CTF 62. 11, 17. 63, 16 . 

Operations 7th. Handle as most secret. On 6th 2 PBYs at- 
tacked serial 43 lat 5 south long 163-50 east getting hits 
but no visible damage. B-17 attacked serial 43 on 6th at 
latitude 07-30 south long 157-40 east. T ,T any hits but lap 
escaped in rain squall. 11 SBDs escorted by 6 fighters 
bombed installations and buildings south side OIZ0 harbor 
6th. Serious damage caused. No ships or planes seen. No 
AA. Reconnaissance shows 36 Jap landing boats were sunk 
SAN JO ROE Island and CAPE ESPEJiANCJ in attacks previously 
reported. During 6th and 7th Task Force 17 attacked 3 enemy 
SS f S. Results twice promising one negative. 
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07 2305 CINCPAO to COM 12 Info OCOTTCH. 

Most Secret. For Admiral Niraitz only. During 6th and 7th 
TF 17 attacked 3 enemy subs vicinity 13-20 south 162-40 
east results 2 promising 1 negative. 11 S3D with 6 VF at- 
tacked installations and buildings OIZ0 causing serious 
damage 2 3BD lost in storm failed to return. No ships or 
nlanes seen and no AA. 36 Jap landing boats destroyed NW 
coast GUADALCANAL in previously reported attack. Para. 
TF 64 liear Admiral Wright MINNEAPOLIS BOISE LEANDER Desdiv 
22 FARRAGUT MacDONOUGH established as screening and attack 
force under Turner, Para. Ghormley requests establishment 
advance supply base WHITE POPPY. Has moved Bowman and staff 
to POPPY and requests additional nersonnel for AUCKLAND. 
SOUTH DAKOTA hit uncharted 35 foot pinnacle off entrance LAHI 
channel 5.5 miles bearing 321 from MAlINOA light. Damage 
to fuel oil and reserve feed tanks estimated time in dry 
dock for repairs 2 weeks. 3ecause of possiole speed re- 
duction to 20 knots Ghormley recommends her coming to PEARL 
which have approved. Para. 450 prisoners enroute LONGBOW 
in ZEILIN. CG CACTUS reports 600 casualties to date 
requests early replacement program. Para. Sub reconnais- 
sance results NAURU positively occupied by Japs land planes 
there. OCEAN negative. No shipping either place. Para. 
Theobald Is unloading 1200 tons daily at FIREPLACE completion 
first nhase about September 13th. Urges CG ALASKA push 
fighter field project ATKA now for completion ooth same 
time. 

08 1146 C0MS0PAC TO COMINCH CTF 62,05,64.11,17,10 OTNCPAC , COMSOWESPAC 

Handle as mo3t secret. Operations 8th. In attack on GIZ0 
6th 2 SBD'S lost In storm on return trip. B-17 which 
attacked serial 43 6th had 1 engine and upper turret put 
out of action but continued search on 3 engines and strafed 
Jap landing boats south end ISABEL Island. Enemy S3 was 
attacked by patrol plane 7th lat 07-12 south long 163-14 . 
East with bombs and mg. ^id not dive but returned with 
AA. No damage. In view probable attack tonight 8th by 
1 Jap CL 10 DD3, fuller and Bellatrix directred stop un- 
loading GUADALCANAL proceed to eastward through Lengo 
Channel . 
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COMGEK ALASKAN DEFENSE to. CQMALSEO 
COiiALSEC t'd on to COMINCH, CINQPAC 

3inc.e sending my 0602.50 received following from CG WDC 
begin received message from CTF outlining, his objea^i- • 
ions to garrisoning PRIBILOFS which Admiral Nimitz con- 
curred in. If you (Buckner) agree with Theobald and 
CinCPac movement to Priblloffs will be can. celled MOSi§| ~- .' 
POINT garrison going to ATKA as previously planned V^&/. 
paraphrase. I reolied to Dewitt saying would not occupy 
PRISILOFFS at this time but 'would send"K0SE3 POINT geti*:? ; 
rison to ATKA. At later date contemplate sending ixar— ' 



lni O ^ll'i.i3U'"hOfA,u t O J. O rA ^ — w .At. J g \j Jl hjJi.. J :. ,' 



M&^a^dy '^p . jt^rh'. .ov&,a? -l^^jd^^^r'.bne regimen t "oJ^jS 
3 crmbat teams of experienced amphibious troops plus - 
quota of auxiliary troops and 1 division, of combat 
loaded transports with attached AK. Leary pass to 
l-acArthur. This at direction of Cominch who is with 
me. Cominch headquarters pass to Army Chief of Staff . 



COMINCH to CIN 



Handle with utmost secrecy. Following from 'liar Department 
is forwarded for information: '.far Department records 
show. Army planes in central and south pacific under Nimitz 
control as of September 2nd as follovs Heavy bombers on 
hand 75, enroute .or being p re pared 44 • 'ot* whi ch 6 lO^s,-' 
enroute SoWes^ac. Medium bombers on hand' -SNi^' : 'enrout%i^(t'; 
being prepared 11. J-dght bombers 7 on hand. Fighters 
on hand 270, enroute or being prepared i^-' 1 jSf*; j^<tQlj§[i\ 
are being transferred from Australia^-,' \gfc 

Replacements set up for October are 12 heavy bombers, 
3.5 medium, 44 f ighters . Para 3;;- 

War Department considers that it is net- possible to move 
short ranpje aircraft from United States to GUADALCANAL 
in time to meet present requirements there, •Para 4. 

The f'~40 type is considered by War Dept. as apparently 
suitable for use against Japanese types. Para 5. 

Abo ve information subsequent to and supersedes Parts 2 
and 5 Cominch 271320;.' 
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Operations 9th. Handle as most secret. 0100 (-11) 9th 
TULAGI shelled by 1 hostile surface craft. Nq damage;. ' 
Convoy unloading TULAGI bombed 1900 (-11) 8th and again 
1140 (-11) 9th by 26 bombers which apparently also 
dropped bombs TASIMBOKO. ' Near misses but no damage our 
ships. Our raiders and paratroops landed TAIVTJ POINT, 
GUADALCANAL daybreak 8th striking enemy position. After 
some skirmishing Japs withdrew to Southwest leaving large 
amounts food ammunition 4 75mm guns 1 Z^mm gun consider- 
able radio equipment at least 27 dead Japanese. Village 
of TASIMEOKO was burned, Marine casualties 2 dead 4 
wounded. Planes supported operation t hroughou by bombing 
and strafing enemy positions. Our troops withdrew before 
dark. Estimate that enemy had a reinforced Battalion of 
not less than 1060 in area. Documentary; HSividence o&p-M,/ 
tured not yet examined. 
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09 1016 COMSOPAC to TF 18.17.62.64.11,63 & Info comds concerned. 

Handle as most secret. This is part 1 of 2 part dispatch. 
OpPlan 3-42. Task Organization of (A) Task Force 6l, SoPac 
striking force, Rear Admiral Noyes consists of Task Force 
17 and Task Force 18 (B) Task Force 62, SoPac Amphibious 
Force plus 5 DMS's. Repeat of Minron 1 Rear Admiral Turner 

(C) Task Force 63, Air Scouting and attack force Rear 
Admiral McCain consists of SoPac area aircraft and tenders 

(D) Task Force 64, screening and attack force Rear Admiral 
Wright as initially constituted in my 070452. Para 1. 
Enemy action and changes in the situation since August 27 
have necessitated regrouping of certain Task Forces and 

a modification in the general concept expressed in mydis 
271026 of August. Since our seizure of CACTUS - RINGBOLT 
the enemy has attacked regularly by air and conducted night 
raids by surface forces. On two occasions approaches yy 
hostile transports have been turned back. A hostile land- 
ing attack in force has not developed out remains a strong 
possibility. Para 2. This force, by a combination of our 
shore based aircraft, carrier aircraft, surface vessels and 
defending troops, will (A) Defend and strengthen the CACTUS- 
RINGBOLT position and existing bases and (3) Destroy prom- 
ising enemy targets when they appear while remaining in 
readiness to prevent a landing in force, Comgensopac has 
by hand. Leary pass to Mac Arthur. 

09 1018 This is part 2 of above. 

This is part 2 of my 091016. Most Secret. Para 3. Afirm. 
Sopac striking force operate generally south of latitude 12. 



Destroy promising targets wherever located in order of prior- 
ity carriers transports battleships cruisers destroyers ship- 
ping. Freedom of movement this force as may be required by 
presence of enemy submarines and other vessels not limited 
by p-eneral instructions herein given. Baker. Amphibious 
Force defend and strengthen CACTUS -RINBB0LT positions and 
expedite development of airfield CACTU^, mop up adjacent 
enemy outposts, prepare to occupy APRICOT on further directive, 
maintain the flow of supplies. Cast. Air Scouting and At- 
tack Force continue search designed for timely location of 
the approach of enemy in force, ^ain control of the air over 
CACTTTP-RITTCIOLT, destroy enemy ships located. Dog. Screen- 
ing and attack force operate in support of other task forces 
as directed but initially under operational control of CTF 
62. Para XRay. Task groups will be assigned to various 
forces for the accomplishment of special operations as the 
need occurs. In carrying out this plan which leaves much to 
the initiative of Task Force Commanders keep in mind that 
there is no quicker means to ultimate victory than the sink- 
ing of enemy ships. Para 5. Communications accordance Pac 
70 and other special arrangement. All Taskforcoms CACTUS 

(Continued on next page) 
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September (OCT) 

09 1018 SOMSO PAC ( Cont inued ) 

and other newly established land forces initially on Task- 
forcoms frenuency. This nlan cancels the directives con- 
tained in ray dis 271026 of August and my dis 030736 of 
September and is effective on signal. 

0255 C0MS0PA0 to OTF 64.61.63.62. 17.18. Info COMIBCH, CINCPAC- . 

Enemy information additional that given para 1 my Op Plan 
3-42 follows: Indications of strong landing force sailing 
from TRUK on 9th for CACTUS via 3UKA. Can arrive CACTUS 
area by 12th. Ultra. 1 CT and several DDs only naval units 
thus far associated this move. 7 XCV's and CV's excluding 
one damaged strongly indicated as in or close to TRUK, some 
possibly further south. Believe 4 available for task forces, 
Other 3 ferrying. REKATA Bay believed either in use as sea- 
plane base or detachment there to service planes which may 
arrive during pending operations. Comairsopac pass to Cto- 
gen CACTUS verbally by pilot first opportunity. Comgensopac 
has by hand. 

10 1156 COMSOPAC to C0;:j?TCII info G INC PAC, COMGENSOPAC. 



Handle as most secret. Your 08237. Situation SOLOMONS not 
viewed as transitory. Anticipate intensive air action for 
months to come and movement of fighters from United Stat®$ ! 
to this area should be continuous. Suitability is relative. 
Unquestionably the high altitude performance of P-38's and P- 
48' s make the more suitable then any of the P-39 or P-40 
series. Will make maximum possible use Army fighters of 
whatever type available this area. Of P-40 series the P-40L 
with V1650- 1 engine considered best. Although War Dept states 
that the P-40 type is considered as apparently suitable for 
use against Jap types there are no P-40's this area or 
enroute except a few P-40 E-l at BLEACHER., Refer Harmons 
despatch to Marshall of Sept 8 Comairsopac 310402 and my 
270226 Aug and 020400 Sept. 



87 




September (OCT) 

11 0516 COilSOPAO to CINCPAC Info COI'lINOH. 

Handle as most secret. Situation as I view it today ex- 
tremely critical. Ultra information indicates enemy Naval 
Military forces in superior strength in TRUE SOLOMONS PLAU 
area. Same source indicates nowerful effort against CACTUS 
area. Rain has reduced efficiency CACTUS field to point where 
several planes crashed in take off. We hope hostile attack 
will find us with dry field. Marston mats being moved to 
CACTUS slowly. Even with mats it may be necessary, judging 
from experience other fields, to rebuild field laying a firm 
base although information lacking this respect. Turner en- 
route CACTUS today for first hand information. Food situation 
CACTUS not good. Cur transportation problem increases stead- 
ily as Japs perfect their blockade methods. Becoming increas- 
ingly apparent that ships can remain in area only during day- 
light and then unloading frequently interrupted by air raids. 
Sooner or later we are bound to lose some of our valuable 
AK's on this duty. Due to operational and combat losses our 
effective air strength CACTUS yesterday was 11 F4F4's 22 SBD's 
3 P400*s. Arrival plane reinforcements this area as we see 
it: 58 single engine Army fighters in TILERY and WHIPPLE 
20 pilot replacements, 12 Navy PBY5A's from central pacific 
if replaced from U S but positive information lacking, 19 
Marine E4*V s and 19 Marine S3D3»s in HAMMONDSPORT , 21 Marine 
W8 and 12 Marine SBD3's in COPAHEE. . Difficulty landing 
planes from ship to field but expect to find a way. Due 
reduction in our carrier strength their relative effectiveness 
as a striking force has been greatly reduced. Great free- 
dom of action must be allowed Task Force Commanders in order 
to get better than an even exchange of losses. Due to this 
lack of effective striking force, threat of hostile attack in 
great strength, and Jap infiltrations in unknown strength am 
planning to employ 7th Marines to augment strength CACTUS, 
however this can be done in time only if hostile attack de- 
layed beyond date now anticipated. Referring Cincpac 081736 
relative having experienced amphibious troops ready to turn 
over to Mac ARTHUR, it appears at present time that only 
regiment is 8th Marines which will be ready about 1 October. 

1320 C0MS0PAC to CCM1NCH. CT? 61. 62 . 63 . 64. CINCPAC . C0MS0WESPAC. MaoA. 

Operations 11th. Handle as most secret. PBY on patrol 10th 
lat 05-30 south Long 162-52 east attacked serial 43. Some hits 
but no apparent damage. At 0015 and again at 0130 L (-11) 10th 
hostile DD shelled TULAGI harbor. Hit and destroyed YP previous- 
ly damaged. Our SBD's bombed sceened village vicinity VISALE 
GUADALCANAL believed occupied by Japs. At 1225 L (-11) 10th 
27 twin engin bombers dropped bombs on position GUADALCANAL. 
11 killed 14 wounded. Attacked by F4F4's. 4 bombers shot 
down. Our losses 1 fighter missing 1 badly damaged. 24 F4F4 
to fly SANTO to GUADALCANAL today 11th patrol plane 1053 L 
(-11) 11th after reporting 1 DD and 1 AE lat 02-05 south long 



(Continued on next page) 
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11 1320 COMSOPAC ( Cont inued ) . 



long 160-40 east in vicinity was attacked by enemy plane type 
unknown and was apparently shot down. Presence enemy carrier 
that vicinity a possibility. 

09 2300 C OHAMPHFORSOP AG TO COMSOPAC IKFO CINCPAC COMINCH 

Treat as ultra secret to be decoded only by adee. Ths only 
experienced, amphibious troops in Sopac are those in Cactus 
and. it is impracticable to withdraw them para 7th regiment, 
left the east coast in March and has since engaged in 
establishing a garrison defense in straw. The last time :Lt 
received. Amphibious training was in August 1941 and presum- 
ably it has received little field training in Styaw. There- 
fore it is not ready for amphibious combat. It can be made 
ready for a comparatively simple landing such as Taivu Point 
in 1 week, and can probably be placed in a reasonable state 
of effectiveness to face real opposition in. about 1 months 
uninterrupted amphibious and field training. The 7th regiment 
has no amphibious tractors and no antiaircraft elements para 
Ore sent Gity Hayes Adams Jackson Alchiba now carrying this 
regiment probably require considerable reloading of cargo to 
meet combat conditions. Alchiba should have services of 
Whitney to repair generator for about 1 week. Otherwise 
vessels are available para while not required by your 082140 
I respectfully invite attention to the present insecure posi- 
tion of Cactus and Kingbolt. Adequate air and naval strength 
have not been made available to ensure their security, and 
in the absence of these forces much greater dependence must 
be placed on troop defense. Vandergrift consistently has 
urged he be reenforced at once by at least 1 more regiment 
as essential to clearing enemy out of north Guadalcanal and 
I concur. In addition it is essential that we occupy Ndeni 
as soon as possible and establish numerous outposts in other 
positions if we are to have a reasonable expectation of 
bringing the southeast Solomons under a firm control which 
is the prerequisite for any successful offensive against the 
enemy in the Rabaul -Bougainville region either from here or 
Australia. This will require more trooos that we have or 
have in prospect. 

11 2130 CTF-S TO CIUCPAC 

Host secret. Com task for 8 reports progress of Fireplace. 
3 transports 1 cargo vessel and IS barges unloaded. 2 more 
cargo vessels will be unloaded In about 2 days. This will 
complete phase 1 and task 1 of project. 4th" transport de- 
parting Kodlak for Fireplace about 12 September. 2nd convoy 
barges left Ghernofskl on 10th. Next ship convoy leaves 
Chernofski 17th for fireplace with 1 transport scheduled 
for cavern. Army has constructed flying field by draining 
Sweener Creek reports 9000 feet lonr an<i average width 500 
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hard sand. First place B 10 pilot Colonel "Eareekson landed 
yesterday 10th reports field best in Alaska. P 38s being;/'; 
sent fire pice today to base and operate from there*;' , Bel.ieve 
movement' still not known to enemy, fist! 



Bth j 
that 



Ultr 



loraleys llQSli 



m Conanphorsopac . Personal reconnaissance 

evf of situation -with Comgen 1st li'ardiv ■■ ■ 
::pressed vrj 0.92300 that at least 1 more 



dispersed ia^j&^0g^j^:^^;-^oopa- '0S^i. . oo.as tal antiaircr 
artillery and additional airfields, but snvlly immediate 
threat shown -^m^.'-'^^W •■ft$-rr.^af'irmation by Opnav are of 
ffl$iiuiffi$&„ I&^usi should be reinf orced: 1 ^^ 

^pS$^efyti':& pproval departure f ro^ ^^t&Ji "•'I'or Cactus 
nor^jig' of 14th local with IilcCawley transdiw^^-fth .Marine 
Task F^rce G4"-&bivt«^^;.iSP^;" supported by Task ^oroe 6% j^^^ 
7th Marines will disembark tc east of Tenant River. CJW 
front will be OKILU para later deployment will depend~cn 
de v e •r-.ent s.. BBbBBblJ?' 1 I 



Handle as most secret.. 1240-^^1^1$^" 
•edl by zeros bombed Guadalcanal. 6 killed 
'-400 burned 1 F4P t&^^&^f^y '^l^lt^iC 
i. 1 F4P lost ollot reco area-. ■' B^17\: oW'" 
'er Guadalcanal' 1300 L (-11) 11th shot down 
(-12) 11th SED'S attacked Cizo with 8 500 
lildin.^s destroyed. Strafed and sank small', 
sn return trin At 1330 T (-11) llf" 1 l"i 

made but no hits due low ceiling. At 0217 L 
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September (GST) 

13 0540 CC'SCPAC to CTF 61, 62. 63, 64. Info OOMINCH. CINGPAC . 

Most Secret. Execute reinforcement 3 ACTUS proposed by 
Oomamphibsopae 120530 subject to following directives. 
Close air coverage of CACTUS area by CACTUS based planes. 
Task force 61 support operation by destroying threatening 
hostile vessels with special attention hostile carriers. 
Task Force 63 intensify search operations with due regard 
physical and material limitations. Task Force 64 under 
operational control of Task Force 62. Gomsooac OjjPljafi 3-42 
remains in effect. 

14 0133 CTF 63 to CTF 61 Info COMSOPAC. 

Ref your msg to me via patrol plane requesting info 
Turners clan. Turner departed 0600 L (-11) today Monday 
to arrive 0500 L (-11) loth off Tenaur Point CACTUS. Route 
via east and north 1UTT0N south and west SAN CRISTOBAL 
east and north CACTUS. Task Force 64 operates within 100 
miles to westward transports until rendezvous lat 11-20 
long 161-50 at 1600 L (-11) 15th. His force will land 
7th Marines between TETIARU and block 4 rivers CACTUS com- 
pleting operation by 2000 L (-11) 16th. Above from his 
Oplan AI5-42 of 13 September. Aircraft on CACTUS will 
provide close coverage this force and at moment are suf- 
ficient this purpose. You and I to support operation as 
indicated Comsopac 130540. 

0544 COMSOPAC TO COMINGH INFO CIHCPAC CTF 61 CTF 17 BUAER 

Following is encipherment Comgen Cactus mailgrara 030609. 
Action Comsopac info Comairsopac and Comtaakfor 
n ¥our 300259 3ince installation 90mm antiaircraft Jap 
"bombing operations conducted from 24 to 27,000 feet* 
P-400's. service ceiling precludes their use for inter- 
ception at these altitudes. In fighter combat at lower 
: ^altitudes they cannot turn with zeros due heavy wing 
loading. F4F4's able fight or intercept altitudes up 
to 30,000 feet. In combat with zeros here they have 
proven equally manciiver&ble and superior in fire power.. 
Zeros arrive here with heavy gas load and avoid full 
throttle maneuvers. This factor increases apparent 
superior performance of F4F4's". 
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COMS OPAJ T O COwiKCHCIKC? 



Operations 14th. Handle as 
13th B-17 on patrol attaclce 
1 burned 1 damaged. Sane p 
in air believe 1 shot' down, 
believes sank enemy CL 2 Se 
night of 12th-13th and duri 
continuous attack including 
least 1 cruiser and L 4 DCs b 
probable landings west: % 
patrolling In or. near o\ 
and light damage from m 



raivu 



iOKSTOESPACFOR MACARTHUR etc. 

lost secret* Rek&ta Bav 

me attacked by 2 serial 33 ' s 
Sow© spa of or S3 reports 



tuai canai unuer 
:>ardment ..W:a& 

and GUADALCANAL 

and active 



■^Oltie C&3U9 



1 1 



tained continuous air p&: 
.0510 1 (-11) loth plana .-: 
Guadalcanal fron northwe. 
enemy turned back 



oei^ievted" *H13P_.\> Jinemy main 
*6'3L« : av9i > a^ea^ un ti 1 dawa"^ 
>rnation reported approach 
0i^. planes took off" $u 



Lged'.by 



1020 L -13th 2G zero's over Guadal- 
$ Qj^imnan s . 1335 L 20 twin engine 
,&.qmb.ers c^ve*e»d:-^). ; y Zero: 1 s intercepted by 20 Grumman s 
caused bombers to Jettison bombs 15 miles awav. 1730 
& 13th 2 stag^ float-planes shot down 1 SBD/ '-Enemy 
air losses 4 zeros 4 bonhpfi p f^ir^nq o 

missing. Oh ground our losses 4 killed 12 wounded-. 
Jap losses exceeded 40. Enemy' force consisting 3 BBs 
4 cruisers, 4 DDs, 1 A? sighted 1030 L 14th lat 7-40 S 
long 1G3-50 east course 140. Was attacked:- 'a:K^^'ifei 
by. £ B-17s. First report states 2 hits 4 near misses. 
Another hostile force 1 CV, 3 bruisers, 4 DDs reported 
lat OG-30 south long 1G4-Iy east at 1140 L 14th course 
-MOV . Throughout day Guadalcanal attacked b^^emy'' : \- '* r % 
•ground forces all sectors. Last report states situa- 
tion satisfactory. 3rd 'Battalion 2nd Marines shifted 
from Tulagi to Guadalcanal. Usual daily bombing raid 
14th was by 2G twin engine bombers. At 0030 L I «eros 
on ■floats approached field and were destroyed by VP Br 
pilots. 25 land zeros 3 Pokkewulff bombers over field 
at 1340 1 zero 1 bomber shot down. 12 single engine ;. 
land planes delivered bombing attack at 1830 L 14th. 
Todays attack believed to indicate heavy bombers being 
saved for snecial mission. 



3TP-8 TO 



Lo: 



ur trier j-ii-i 



stand 3 alone 330 
lunnortin/r oo^l^ioi 



ni-tuiiian ©per a on out 
niles fron Kappylark the neares' 
of strength. Securely held it is springboard of our 
future offensive and safeguard against further enemy 
advance. Its loss would at once r^ive enemy stsptinfr 
land^ fields as far ea3t as Cavern whose capture woulc 
inevitably follow that of Lonpview. This would cre*1 
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.Immediate enduring threat to Happy lark and Whirl away. 
Recognize defense of Long view is Army job but is raafcfee3P* 
of serious concern to Navy as all operations in thi's^ 
area must be joint. In long period of low visability 
so frequent here or if our comparatively weak offensive 
air forces should be neutralized, mobile ground defense 
must be strong enough to gar-antee to U..S .. m&iV&W'* of 
this base. Reenf orcement after an enemy at^-ekx is launched 
would be extremely difficult if not ■■ imp$ssi&ey f - Consider^ 
full strength triangular division jslus specialized units 
with strong, tank support in addition 'and. decided early-|^*J« 
reenf or-CBment o'f Army Alaskan offensive air forces is 
#|f8#Bjbial . Present plans- .*# ijg^l^ttbwn to be provide by ■ <1&t 
end of October mobile ground troops of approximately one 
third this infantry and artillery strength and no tanks. • 
J^;-cf • opiriicin •tjha,#.,$v«ji : the se forc.ejj.,3jp^ ; arriving S[fe» ; 
Longview at a rate which is endangering operation: as. '":;•.>.•./ 
planned by neglecting consideration of time factor so 
essential to success despite the favorable start which ' 
apparent lack of enemy observation and consequent enter-/ 
prise has permitted to date. The last troop echelons 
ar r i ve th^'^ct'/ ®£c' : @^t$h*&*'' . 

CTF-17 TO COMSOPAC IHF0; g^pk ^ 



Handle with'. tist^6j^''^^j|3fj^ s . P^^^^^fSi^-tk^t^doeA lat 
12-32 long 1C4-15 burning fiercely-. Believe casualties 



>art from Duncan 



to Juneau that Captain .and Admiral were on bridge of ; 
'WASP When bridge "blew up. TP-IS remaining with WASP-. 
moi wdi oiuia lec.eiveu one torpeao nit irame number ou 
: port at 1452. ~- Is with me and can nak%V.^i ; ' ; 3^n^:^^M^Brien 
received one torpedo hit damage Iocs,! he.-.,¥a^'fSi^e)-^ 
knots. Ordered to Button. At 1730 in la.t i2*-43' 1§ : 5-^ ' 
Course 085 speed advance 10. Will continue on present ' 
course until 0700 local tomorrow then 145 T. Am sendin - 
15 SBD to Button to make room for recovery Wasp ai rcraf t . 
Prom OTF-17 passed by Gomairsopae. 



Handle with utmost secrecy. Necessary to destroy Wasp 
completing destruction about 200 I.! (-12) 15th. Have lost 
touch with Murray. Unable to entirely break his 150929. 
Request rendezvous be desi rnated . This from Scott to 
Ghormley info McCain Murray Turner. Have assumed temporary 
command will arrive 25 miles north Lspiritu Santo at. 1700 
$f''{-12) 16th. Win send in plane to make arrangements 
land badly wounded from DDs . Request instructions other 
survivors. Total number not known but in 5 DDs. Loss of 
life believed small. Hoyes and Sherman in Parenholt ' , 
anuarentl v ^ood shape. 
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September (GJT) 

16 1220 JCi.:~'-PA0 to COhSWPAC. JTF 62 . 63 . 6l . 17 , 64 . CONIMCH. CINCPAC, 

Operations 16th. Handle as most secret. 15th 2 B-17's 
bombed enemy base RTJKATA Bay started fires. Light AA at 
1000 Love (-11} 16th 13 SBC's and 5 TBF's attacked 3 enemy 
CL's 4 DD's lat 07-37 south long 156-55 east. 1 torpedo 
hit on GL. 1 bomb hit 2 near misses on 2nd CL. 37 enemy 
land planes approached to within 100 miles GUADALCANAL 
bearing 2<?0 but turned back at 1200 love (-11) loth. 
Ghormley sends. Oarpender pass to MacArthur, 

17 1216 CCF-GOPAC to Oorainch. CINCPAC. OOMSOWESPAC. CTF 17.62. etc. 

Operations 17th. Handle as most secret. 16th 2 3-17 's 
bombed dock area GIZO. No ships present. 1 B-17 strafed 
shore installations RAKATA Bay 1 enemy plane on beach. 
On GUADALCANAL 16th active patrolling continued by 
Marines. Only 1 li^ht contact. Enemy tnops there ap- 
pear be awaiting reinforcements. 14 SBD's bombed 1 CA 
believed KAKO class and 2 DD's at 1750 (-11) 16th Lat 
08-07 south Long 150 east. No hits. Several near misses. 
Ships continued on course 120. 

18 123 1 GHORMLEY to CINCPAC. OOMINCH. C0M5WPAC. etc. 

i Operations 18th. Handle as most secret. 17th B-17 

bombed ships GIZO at 0855 Love (-11). Nil hits. Another 
B-17 bombed shore installations GIZO at 1110. No ships 
present. B-17 bombed shore installations REKATA 3ay. Result 
undetermined. From GUADALCANAL four planes made -inef- 
fective attack on two enemy CA's lat 07-50 south long 157- 
30 east at 1810 love 17th. Active patrolling continued 
by Marines at GUADALCANAL. Several contacts with enemy 
patrols to south of position. Ghormley sends. Carpenter 
pass to MacArthur. Task force 65 began landing 7th 
marines reinforced at 0600 love 18th at GUADALCANAL . Ho 
hostile activity air or ground up to 1835 love 18th. 

18 1140 COMSOPAC to CBICPAC info COMINCH. 



Handle as most secret. Brief summary CO WASP preliminary 
report. While covering movements TF 65 enroute CACTUS 
WA^P had just finished launching 200 mile afternoon search 
and was turning to base course when at about 1444 mike (-12) 
15th 3 torpedoes sighted close aboard 3 points forward 
starboard beam 4th torpedo passed ahead. Two hits well 
below water line between bow and orid^e. Third torpedo 
broached then submerged and hit close to surface 50 to 75 
feet forward bridge. All hits vicinity gasoline tanks 
and magazines . 45 planes lost with ship. Bad fires below 
decks and in hane-ers. ^tartinp- immediately with torpedo h±t n 
continuous explosion ready ammunition particularly noted. OOU 
About 150 5 M severe Internal explosions followed shortly 
by severe explosion in hangar, ^evere fire throughout ship. 
WASP finally destroyed by torpedoes. Comsopac sends. 



18 2200 CCMINCII TO CINCPAC INFO COMSOPAC COUSOTESPAC UACAHTIIUR 



Threat as ultra secret. LlacArthurs C508 to Marshall 
quote in case the enemy launches a sea air and land, 
attack at Hew Guinea what assistance may I expect from 
the Pacific Fleet. The naval forces at my disposal 
are minor in strength, practically half were lost or 
seriously damaged in the Solomons operations, and my 
air and ground troops are entirely inadequate to meet 
a balanced attack from the enemy comprising large sea 
elements. In my G3G7 August 28 I suggested that the 
naval force under Admiral Ghormley include in its 
mission the covering of the southeastern tip of New 
Guinea hut this was disapproved both by him and by 
Admiral NImltz. It is absolutely essential that I be 
informed as to what the Navy contemplates in case of 
a seaborne attack on New Guinea so that I can plan 
accordingly. I regard the potential situation with 
the gravest concern unquote. Comment. Carpender pass 
to I "ac Arthur. 

20 1240 consoPAO to conihcii. jiujpac. :tf 17 62 63 64. etc . 

Operations 20th. Handle as most secret. Estimated 4 DD's 
bombarded GUADALCANAL from 2400 to 0100 L (-11) 19th. 2 
killed 2 wounded. Jap ground patrol was wiped out in only 
contact 19th. 19th B-17 bombed A0C0 area 017,0. B-17 
bombed another strafed F^XATA Bay. 7 enemy (tilled in 
moving up operations FLORIDA Island 20th. P-400's bombed 
and strafed near ^BEHANC E. Indications there that con- 
siderable enemy stores destroyed in strafing of 17th. 6 
SHD 6 Grumman s attacked shore installations KEKATA Bay 
20th. No afirm no shins no Planes. Carpender pass to 
Mac Arthur. 

20 1542 00FIFCH to CT^nPAC Info CSTO^AC. 

Utmost secrecy. Desire early detailed report of tactical 
situations existing at the times of recent successful Jap- 
anese submarine attacks. It is obvious that nrotracted 
ODerations of our task forces on a strategically static 
bases in submarine infested waters is proving increas- 
ingly hazardous. Th e determination of escort require- 
ment's as demonstrated by tactical experience, particularly 
for carrier operations, has an important bearing on other 
operations in" prospect and on the destri jution of destroy- 
ers. 
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BER (OCT) 



20 0145 CINCPAC to OOMINCH. Info to CO "30 PAG . CQM50WESPAC. Mac ARTHUR. 

Your 182200. Retention our present holdings in SOLOMONS 
and NEW GUINEA vital to success future offensive operations. 
If enemy uses transports under naval escort or covering 
force to make attack from seaward against MORESBY consider 
this should afford Ghormley opportunity to attack enemy 
expedition. Success of such attack would depend upon timeli- 
ness and accuracy of information of enemy obtained by 30':IEC?A2 
air reconnaissance cma relative strength of enemy naval 
forces involved and losses inflicted by SOWECPAC* air at- 
tacks. Until direction of enemy movement has been definitely 
determined to be against MORESBY with no concurrent attempt 
on GUADALCANAL consider present conditions make first duty 
of Sopac Naval Eorces protection of GUADALCANAL and its 
communications from attack while it is neing consolidated. 
Later best employment would Drobaoly be to cover our ex- 
pansion along SOLOMONS when it is undertaken. If we can 
maintain sufficient pressure in SOLOMONS I oelieve this will 
prevent landing attack in force against MORESBY particularly 
if allied aircraft based in NEW GUINEA remain active. 

20 1322 C0I.1SOPAC to GTE 17 Info CINCPAC . CTF 18.62.63.64 C0MSOWE5PAC . 
OOKBATDiyTT 

Handle as most secret. Mission to support withdrawal task 
force 65 completed. Pending arrangements for task force 
reorganization the carrier task force with attached units 
will operate in the retired area defined below prepared for 
offensive action against suitable enemy tar -ets located "within 
striking distance. Operate in general area bounded by 
latitude parallel 13 and 20 decrees south meridians 165 and 
177 east. Avoid direct routes POPPY - BUTTON and 'OPPY - 
EANTAN insofar as practicable. Rendezvous for task force 
units now at WHITE "'OPPY and Task Eorce 64 units from BUTTON 
to join you will be designated later in order effect re- 
organization of task forces in accordance with instructions 
to be issued. 
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20 2100 



20 2147 

21 0730 
21 1221 



CTF-3 to CG ALASKAN DEF INFO COMINCH CINCPAC 

I gathered from our conference yesterday that Alaska 
Army Air Forces should be somewhat increased especially 
the B-25 for use as torpedo planes with eventual number 
of latter type set at 3 squadrons or 48 planes in full 
operation. Butler now reports that your Chief of Staff 
told him air force strength would remain unchanged 
until completion Fireplace operations. Thereafter 
Alaska air forces would be reduced as follows: Fighters 
from 6 squadrons to 4, loss 50 planes. Medium bombers 
from 3 squadrons to 2 and 13 operating planes per 
squadron, 20 crews total. This would give 26 operat- 
ing medium bombers and 8 spare planes. Heavy bombers 
cut from 3 to 2 squadrons loss 8 planes. Also losing 
the medium bombers used for coastal patrol on eastern 
Gulf of Alaska. My 150039 stated that Fireplace re- 
quired permanent increase Alaska air forces. Consider 
minimum requirements of planes in full operations for 
Alaskan air forces are following: Heavies 32 and 
mediums 48, fighters 150 with 13 old mediums for 
coastal patrol with adqquate spare planes of each 
type to permit overhaul and repair. 

C0M50PAC T'O CQMINCH 

Your 201322. Desire consideration be given anchoring 
carrier task and other covering and striking forces 
at White Poppy or other protected anchorages except 
when employed for specific tasks. This will decrease 
hazard from subs conserve fuel save wear and tear and 
give air groups better chance to train. Request re- 
ports required by Cominch 201542 be obtained from Task 
Force Commanders remaining your area. Also your comments. 

COMSOPAC TO CINCPAC INFO COMINCH 

To be handled most secretly. Your confidential letter 
32CL-42. Am I authorized retain Murray as carrier 
task force commander with Lee in Washington part of 
that force. 

CO.'iSOPAC INFO COMINCH CINCPAC CTF 17.62.63,64.65. 

Operations for 21st. Handle as most secret. On Guadal- 
canal 20th during day only 1 contact along Lunga u iver 
where ground patrol killed 19 with loss 2 wounded Marines. 
At 2100 L(-ll) 20th enemy launched nuisance raid against 
forward southern strong point. Contacts continued 
throughout night. Our losses 2 killed 7 wounded. Many 
Jap dead left in wire. 2 SBD's on evening search bombed 
Gizo. At 1735 L 20th 10 SBD's attacked enemy cruiser 
150 miles northwest Guadalcanal. 4 near misses. Believe 
some damage. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 




SEPTEMBER (OCT) 

22 1256 00K30PA0 to I.IACARTUUR. CCIuINCJI. CINCPAO. etc. etc. 

Operations 22nd. Handle as most secret. On GUADALCANAL 
continued patrolling but no hostile contact during dav 21st. 
234 5 (-11) 21st 3 SBD's bombed and strafed 4 DDs landing 
boats vicinity CAPE E-^PER4NCE. No 'lits on DDs which left 
on Northwest course. 21st installations REKATA Bay bombed 
and strafed 3 times by single B-17's. Dock: area GIZO 
bombed by B-17. Near misses on buildings. Plane sighting 
enemy OA near FAISI proceeding slowly with long oil slick 
to Southeast indicates may have been' damaged in SBD attack 
of evening 20th. 



22 1226 COMSOFAC to CINOPAC. Info USMC. COMINCH. COMAMPHI 3F0RS0PAC . etc 

Refer Cincpac 220035. Propose following plan for occupa- 
tion (a) about 4 155 guns, 4 90 mm guns, 10 50 caliber 
AA, 5 tanks with personnel and administrative units from 
5th Defense Battalion to embark WHITE POPPY. ( b) 2 company 
infantry from 3rd Marines SAMOA, (c) Tender and 6 patrol 
planes from OAHU as none can be spared here. Tender also 
bring from OAHIT for use 5th Defense Battalion 4 twin mount 
20 mm guns with 10 units fire, (d) Escort of about 2 
cruisers and 4 to 6 destroyers from SoPac. Units rendezvous 
near H00RN INLANDS, (e) Occupation about 2 October zone 
M(-12), (f) Command logistic and construction responsibility 
then pass to CoraGen STRAW. An ACORN too large for purpose. 
Construction personnel to part from STRAW to be replaced. 
Infantry from SAMOA to be replaced from States. Need 
immediate REEL0 . Above proposals subjeot minor changes as 
details are worked out. 



22 0035 CINCPAC to C0MS0PAC Info COMINCH. CG SAMPAN AREA. 

Have reason to believe enemy may move into ELLICE ISLANDS 
about October first with weakly escorted forces similar 
to his GILBERT Operations. Ultra. Consider FUNAFUTI 
should be denied immediately by Marine Force from SAMOA, 
Suggest about 900 men four 155 nnn guns 8 heavy AA one 
platoon tanks and one half special weaoons group of 
defense battalion one infantry company one SCR dash 270. 
For subsequent development of defenses and airfield a 
defense battalion and an ACORN now allocated to you could 
be employed. Comment. 
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September (GOT) 

GOMINCH 

26 0826 COMSOPAC TO GTF 63. COSSTRAW. CTG 62,6 INFO CTF-62 CIHCPAC 

Handle as most secret. Comsopac sends action Comtasfor 
63 CCS STRAW Comtaskgroup 62.6 info Comtaskfor 62 Coninch 
Cincpac only addressees decode beyond this. Comtasfor 
63 cover Fetlock operation. On dog minus three and dog 
minus two day by B-17 and Hudson search from Fan tan and 
PBY search from Button. On ^og minus one day discontinue 
Hudson search and transfer PBY' 3 to Fetlock basing on 
destroyer tender searching enroute. On dog day conduct 
B-17 search from Fantan, PBY search from Button and 
Fetlock plus local search by SOC with B-17s from Fantan 
furnishing local fighter support. On dog plus two day 
withdraw PBY and tender from Fetlock maintaining strik- 
ing group of B-17s on call at Button and Fantan. Com- 
mander task group 62.6 transfer 4 scout planes with 
beaching gear and small stock supplies for local patrol 
at Fetlock. CG STRAW provide flight crews and small 
service detachment. Comtaskfor 63 provide moomings, 
bombs, ammunition and matting for ramp. Modifications 
in above as necessitated by circumstances authorized. 

26 1156 COMSOPAC TO CTF 63. CTF 62.6 CG STRAW IHFO CINCPAC etc. 

Most secret. Comsopac sends action CTF 63 CG STRAW 
CTF 62.6 info CTF 62 Cominch Cincpac addressees only 
decode further. Change that part of mydis 260826 re- 
garding transfer of cruiser planes to Fetlock as 
follows. CG STRAW furnish 4 scout seaplanes, necessary 
crews and material. Crescent City available for em- 
barkation material and ground personnel on not to 
delay basis. Planes to be flown to Fetlock ready 
for operation on dog plus one day. 
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- SECRET 

September (GOT) 

24 0206 COMSOPAC to OTP 62. COMAIRSOPAC. GG SAMPAN GROUP. CINCPAC 

COM INCH. COMGENSOPAO. COMSOWSSPACFOR. MacARTHlfR, CG FANTAN '. 

Handle as most secret. Coragensopac has by hand. Carpender 
pass to Mac ARTHUR. Other than addressees decode no 
further. Task Force 62 occupy FETLOCK about 2 October with 
about 4 155-mm, 4 90mm, 5 4 Oram, 10 50 cal AA guns, 5 tanks 
and appropriate service and administration units of Amphib- 
force SoPac, and 2 infantry companies of 3rd Marines. Com- 
gen STRAW direct 2 infantry companies of 3rd Marines re- 
port at once to Comamphibf orsopac for FETLOCK operation. 
See my 231120. Details of air sunport later. After de- 
barkation and withdrawal of ships of Task Force 62 command 
and logistic responsibility for FETLOCK pass to Comgen 
STRAW. Comtaskfor 17 and 64 informed for info by another 
dispatch. 



24 1630 COMINCH to CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. Info NAS DUTCH HARBOR. 

Handle this with the greatest secrecy. Cincpac 22232? 
concur your understanding that transfer Marine combat 
teams dependent on developments. Assume that you plan 
use 8th Marine regiment to garrison NDENI. Confirm. 
Para 2, Subsequent to the arrival of the Army 43rd 
division in Sopac area desire further consideration be 
given to transfer of combat teams. Inform me your plans 
for the employment this division. Para 3. Carpender 
pass to MacArthur. 

25 1124 COMSOPAC TO CG FANTAN AND STRAW info CINCPAC 

Thi3 is most secret. Corns opac sends. Actions Comgens 
Fantan and Straw. Info Cincpac. Communication plan for 
Fetlock occupation is contained my serial 0055E to Com- 
amphibf orsopac with copy fifth defense battalion and 
Comgens straw and Fantan. Requires radio silence except 
for special use of coast watcher radio channel to Suva 
where Comgen Fantan reenciphers in Santa. Will be for- 
warded next air to Suva and Samao. Fetlock will use 
Fepek only until silence lifted then joins Stuaw circuit. 
Temporary call Z6F. 

25 1228 COMA IRS OPAC TO COMSOPAC INFO RADM WRIGHT 

Ultra secret from Comalrsopac . Agree Cincpac 242207. 
Believe 4 SOC planes sufficient. Recommend they come 
from Minneapolis Chester less crews. 4 sets beaching 
gear and small stock spare parts from same source. CG 
Straw provide flight crews small service detachment 
servicing equipment, Ballard will provide moorings, 
bombs, ammunition and Summerfeld matting for beaching 
ramp. Have conferred Radm Wright who has this by hand. 
Comalrsopac does the sending. 886 



SECRET ■ 
SEPTEMBER (OCT) 

27 0800 MACARTHUR to MARSHALL, info CINCPAC, COMSQPAC, COMINCH . 

Suuer secret from MacArthur Caroender -passing. NSS pass 
to Marshall for action for info to Adm Nimitz and Adm 
Ghorraley . There are growing indications that the enemy- 
intends to throw large ground reinforcements into NEW 
GUINEA from the north by means of numerous small incre- 
ments using usual Marine infiltration technique. A 
golden opportunity is being lost by not anticipating the 
enemy through clearing the coast as far as BUNA by trained 
amnhibious combat teams operating in conjunction with 
projected enveloping movement by infantry over the trails 
of the OWEN STANLEY Mountains. Earnestly request recon- 
sideration of previous decision not to make available such 
forces until later develooment s. Small craft 'for landing 
and maintenance of supply are a necessary adjunct of the 
combat teams. 

29 0256 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. Info C0MS0WESPAC. OINCPAC ADMIN. 

Your 241630. Most secret. Present plan employ nortion 
8th Marines initially at APRICOT, This regiment needs 
special training before it can be considered an Amphibious 
unit. Cincpac and Comsopac have conferred with General 
Mac Arthurs representatives. What he requires are troops 
capable of operating along northeast NEW GUINEA coast 
from medium sized shallow draft troop barges or small 
troop carriers. To use highly trained amphibious units 
on such work not economical. There are no troop barges 
or small troop carriers of the required type in this area. 
At this time all trained amphibious units in this area 
are employed at CACTUS- RING BOLT. The 43rd division re- 
quires organization and training on its arrival here. 
Tentative plans subject to change contemplate employing 
this division in garrisoning present bases to relieve 
more experienced troops for forward area. This area at 
present has no reserve. Cincpac who is with me concurs, 
Carpender pass to MacArthur, 
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"SECRET 

OCTOBER (OCT) 



01 1302 COMSOPAC TO CTF-17 , 65 INFO COMINCH CINCPAC etc. 

Handle with utmost secrecy. Comsopac sends. Enemy 
Information contained in Daily Bulletins and additional 
dispatches addressed to task force commanders. Task 
Force 17 proceed to fly off position south of BUIN- 
PAISI and at sunrise dog dag attack enemy shipping that 
area with air striking force. Priority of targets car- 
riers, transports, other combatant types, oilers, cargo 
ships. Recover aircraft and retire to White Poppy at 
"best speed consistent with fuel limitations. Comtask 
force 63 will provide B-I7s to act as fighter cover from 
about 8 to 12 hours love (-11) on dog day. Corns owe spac 
has been requested to provide maximum reconnaissance dog 
minus two and minus one days and to hit Kieta and Buka 
sunrise dog day with air striking force. Depatt White 
Poppy fueled to capacity. Comsopac will send fleet 
oiler to rendezvous with task force enroute to White 
Poppy during retirement. Fuel available at Button. 
Dog day five October unless otherwise ordered. Car- 
pender pass to MacArthur. 
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OCTOBER (aCT) 



02 0050 CO HAIriSOPAC TO COM 3 OP AG IMFO COMSWPAC CTF-17 

Most Secret. Action Corns oupac . Others cease decoding. 
To obtain full benefit B-17a operating accordance your 
011427 and in creating diversion and neutralization 
enemy aircraft at source suggest following modification 
of plan. Your 011302: Aflrm Sowespac air striking force 
hit both aerodromes at Rabaul instead Buka Kleta. Baker 
Sopac B-17a hit Buka Kleta sunrise dog day thence proceed 
vicinity carrier to arrive about 0800 love (-11) and pro- 
vide air support according to plan until 12 hours love 
(-11). Attention invited to fact that while B-I7s have 
excellent defensive qualities neither in speed, maneu- 
verability, diving characteristics nor positioning of 
armament does it possess capability successfully Inter- 
cepting and carrying its gunpower offensively to attack- 
ing enemy aircraft. CTF-17 should thoroughly understand 
this in forming his plan of action. 

03 0244 COMAIRSOPAC to CTF-17 INFO COMSOPAC 

Action Comtaskfor 17 info Comsoupac. Originator Com- 
al rsopac assumes that you will launch at 0500 L (minus 
11) GCT 5th in position 120 miles bearing 180 true from 
Buin and that thereafter point option moves at 20 knots 
along 135 true until 0800 L (-11). B-17 air support 
after daylight attack Buka will attempt rendezvous at 
about 0800 L (-11) on basis foregoing assumptions with 
IFF operating. B-17 cain of leader 0V40 will use call 
quote Blue Base unquote for carrier. Voice frequency 
6970 kcs. Key 4435 kcs. Will maintain radio silence 
unless called. If foregoing assumptions and arrange- 
ments Incorrect or unsatisfactory advise by whatever 
means practicable. 

04 0330 CTG 62.6 to COMSOPAC. CTF 62. GO STRAW. COMAIRSOPAC. etc . 

FETLOCK occupation completed. Handle as ultra secret, 
TasksrouD less landing unit withdrawing at 18 hours mike 
{-12} third. Pass through following noints all south 
and east. 10 and 179-30, 15 and 178-30. 23 and 168. 
Will refuel destroyers to permit all vessels arrive 
NOUMEA with 20 percent fuel. Expect dissolve task group 
organization at about 14 hours mike fifth. Expect ar- 
rive NOUMEA cruisers and 5 destroyers afternoon 7th. Radio 
NOUMEA pass to Comsopac and C mtaskforce 62 for action. 
Radio SAMOA pass to Coiagen STRAW , Comairsopac has this 
and will pass to Comtaskforce 64. No evidence enemy 
discovery prior to departure. 
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October (GOT) 

02 2110 CTF 62 to CTG 64.6 Info CTF 63 17 6k. CINCPAC . COMINCH. 

COMSQPAC. " 

^ Troops of 1st MarDlv will be transported by CACTUS boats 

from KUKUM to KOKUMBONA for landing and attack about day- 
light October 5th. From CTF 62. Task Group 64.6 GRAYSON 
GWIN arrive off boat landing KUKUM at 4 hours L (-11) 
October 5th and embark officers from 1st MarDiv who will 
deliver attack clan. Para. Provide gunfire support for 
landing during 5th and 6th as requested by ComGen CACTUS. 
Consistent with supporting mission exploit any favorable 
opportunity to destroy enemy surface or submarine forces 
in CACTUS area. Giving due consideration to information 
concerning location and strength enemy surface forces 
you are authorized at your discretion to retire to RING- 
BOLT or to eastward through LENGO CHANNEL during night 
October 5th-6th. Para. When action commences Ootober 
5th break radio silence and inform originator your fuel 
situation. Para. On completion assigned task and not 
later than 2000 L (-11) October 6th return to BUTTON ad- 
vising by radio prior departure CACTUS ETA BUTTON. Com- 
Gen CACTUS has in another system. 
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October (GOT) 

05 1202 COMSOPAC to CTF 64 Info CINCPAC. CTF 62. CTF 63. 

Handle as most secret. Following tasks are in prospect 
for Task Force 64 during period 7-27 October, (a) Pro- 
vide escort for COPAHEE to fly off point and return. This 
movement under operational control of Commander Task Force 
63 my 050552. (b) Beginning soon as practicable have strik- 
ing force operate in position of readiness to attack enemy 
vessels landing reinforcements at CACTUS generally in 
accord idea proposed your dispatch 040600 returning BUTTON 
for fuel as necessary, (c) Provide escort consisting of 
2 CA and 4 DD APRICOT occupation force departing WHITE 
POPPY about 17 October. The forces available to you dur- 
ing this period will be Task Force 64 as organized my 
221002 September plus Fletcher 0'Bannon. Additional 
details covering these operations will be furnished later. 
Comsopac originator. 

06 2000 COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO COMSOPAC. 

This to be handled with greatest secrecy. Question has 
been raised as to whether fighter squadrons at Birch and 
Bleacher are essential and would better be employed else- 
where. Also whether fighter squadron at Holly should not 
be replaced by light or medium bombers. Further whether 
medium bombers in Cactus would not be helpful in knocking 
out enemy ships which are landing enemy troops and bom- 
barding our positions there. Comment. 

0306 COMSOPAC TO CG ARMY SOPAC INFO COMINCH CINCPAC etc. 

Handle as most secret. Request you dispatch earliest 
practicable 1 army infantry regiment to Cactus consult 
Comamphibf orsopac relative details Including transporta- 
tion to be furnished by him. Regiment will report to 
Comamphibf orsopac for duty under principle unity of com- 
mand. Replacement rations a naval responsibility. Also 
request your recommendations relative early reinforce- 
ment Button garrison to total Infantry strength of 1 
infantry regiment reinforced. 
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08 1229 COMSOPAC to CINCPAG Info COMAIRSOPAC . HARMON. 

Most secret. In view use BLEACHER as advanced Fleet 
Base consider air production essential Cominch 062000. 
My plan contemplates movement forward from BLEACHER all 
personnel American fighter command and replacement by 
RNZAF which will take over American equipment. This then 
to be considered .as one of the 10 NEW ZEALAND Souadrons to 
be equipped in accordance approved ulan. Medium bombers 
will be definitely helpful C AC TUP area. Have 2 squadrons 
B-26s now available and 1 flight 3-25s reported as avail- 
able near future. Propose employment these from CACTUS 
earliest opportunity but cannot do so until improvement 
and expansion runways and airdrome facilities now under- 
way is accomplished. Comsopac sender. Harmon has by 
hand. 

08 0333 CINCPAG to COMSOPAC Info C0KAIRPA0. 

Cominch 062000 most secret consider fighter squadron 
BLEACHER could be better employed forward areas but 
should be replaced by 6 light or dive bombers. For 
CACTUS medium bombers would be most useful for both at- 
tack and search missions. Do you agree. 

14 0230 CTF 8 to CINCPAG Info COKIITCH. CQMN.JESTSEAFROH. etc. 

Comtaskforce S sends. Station addressed deliver to 
Cincpac for action. Cominch and Comdr Westseafron for 
info. Most secret. My earlier estimates, particularly 
with respect consolidation LONOVIEV; (my 292340 of August) 
revised in light of effect of enemy commitments in 3o- 
westpac upon his intentions North Pacific as set forth 
your* 130139. After increment combatant troops arrives 
L0NGVIEY/ about October 23rd bringing strength there to 
9000 troops, Army now plans to move 4000 troops to AMULET 
before further strengthening L0NGVTEW (My 122234) static 
situation of main middle ALEUTIAN gaps will thus be 
reached with unloading of FILLMORE about 1 November. 
Revised estimate is thus this situation can be maintained 
with Seafrontier forces augmented by cruiser escorts 
specially assigned for important troop movements plus 
certain additions enumerated below. Therefor recommend 
Task Force 8 be withdrawn from North Pacific about 1 
November and Naval effort in task of holding enemy to 
present positions, opposing his efforts to further con- 
solidate those positions, while strengthening own posi- 
tions be assigned Sea Frontier Forces as contemplated by 
Comnowestseaf ron Op Order 2-42 dated September 10. In 
addition returning LOUISVILLE about October 17 relieved 



(Continued on next pa#e) 
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14 0230 CTF 8 to CINCPAC. Info OQMINOH . etc. (Continued) 

specifically as follows. Afirm. Withdrawal surface 
^^^k units on following approximate dates. October 23 INDIANA- 

POLIS October 28 Canadian Naval Units, November 1 SAINT 
LOUIS, NASHVILLE, BANCROFT, 3AILSY, CCCHLAN; Minelayers 
on completion LONG VIEW mining project. Baker. Withdrawal 
Fleet submarines end of present patrols Captain Colclough 
being relieved. Commander Cray in command" submarines. 
About November first submarines, DMS's, Patwing 4, old 
destroyers be assigned to Nowestseaf ron and operation con- 
trol of these forces pass to the Comnowestseaf ron. With- 
drawal of Task Force 8 be considered complete as of that 
date. Comtaskforce 8 answering. Pendine decision have 
had no discussion with local Army authorities. Request 
early information of contemplated action in order to pro- 
vide Army with as much advance notice as possible of changes 
in Naval dispositions this area. 

1J> 1025 CTF 8 to CINCPAC. COMINCH. 

Most Secret. Addees only decode. Comtaskforce 8 reply to 
Cominch 141325. 3ombardment practica >le as follows. A. 
From Eastward using direct fire against North and South 
Heads and Submarine 3ase and nev; installations Southwest side 
of harbor and indirect fire against main camp and shipping 
both of latter screened by high land on and near North Head. 
B. From Southward using indirect fire. Damage from air 
action or gunfire should be negligible. Some menace pos- 
sible in Eastern attack but improbable to Southward in view 
recent operations our submarines along South Coast out 
consider fast mine sweepers desirable in either case. Con- 
sider submarines constitute main enemy threat against re- 
petition of bombardment and recommend strong anti submarine 
screens. Unless BROOKLET class cruiser is in close support 
for counter battery fire recommend against employment of 
additional destroyers for bombardment due to proximity of 
destroyer firing lanes to possible shore batteries. Sug- 
gest use dive bombers and torpedo planes from AVO against 
shipping immediately following; bombardment. Lessened chance 
of for at this time of year increases possibility of air spot 
which will need fighter protection. p lanes should include 
coordinated land base bombing and fighter support but should 
recognize uncertainty of accomplishment due weather condi- 
tions . 
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16 0455 C INC FA J to COM INCH. Info GTF 8. COMNOI^ESEAERON. 

Most Secret. Operation your 141325 considered practicable 
and its morale and training value for the 033p and psycho- 
logic effect on country are recognized . However do not 
recommend it for following reasons. Afirm. Consider air 
attacks are already making ICISKA untenable to enemy there- 
fore even small risk to C3Bs from subs mines and aircraft 
hardly .justified. Baker, bombardment of important sec- 
tion of KISKA must be by indirect fire and air soot for 
this usually impossible due to low ceiling. Cast. While 
enemy attack against MIDWAY is not considered probable the 
OBBs in this area are, due to our concentration to south- 
ward, our main reliance against such an attack. Para. 
If operation is directed NSW M2XIC0 and MISSISSIPPI would 
be only units available as there are no 16-inch high 
capacity shells availaole. Amount 14-inch this type would 
permit 30 rounds per gun. Re bagging powder and shifting 
ammunition would require aoout 8 days. Believe air cov- 
erage should be furnished by shore aircraft especially 
P-38*s from bases within range. ACV cannot be counted upon 
as combatant carrier as it is slow in handling aircraft 
and cannot conduct flight operations unless there is at 
least a 10 knot wind. JFirst ACV to train with own aircraft 
is NASSAU which has just commenced training. Para. lie- 
ouest early advice. 
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16 9937 CINCPAC to QHMIITCH 

For Admiral King only. Ultra from ^incoac . u alsey his 
Chief of Rtaff and Intelligence Officer will be with 
Ghormley sixteenth our date. In view Ghormley* s 160440 
and other indications including some noted during my visit 
I have under consideration his relief by Ualsey at earliest 
practicable time. Request your comment. If Halsey becomes 
Comsopac would exnect him utilize Ghormley as long as "needed. 

16 0245 COKIKCH to CINOPAO 

For Admiral Nimitz only personal and secret. Host secret. 
Your 160937 ap nrove d. 
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18 1350 COMSOPAC to ALL TF COM3 SOPAG. ALL C0HO5NS SOPAG AKEA . eto, 

Handle as most secret. Action all Taskforcoms Sopac all 
Congens Sopac area Gomtaskfors 16 and 17 -From Oomsopac. 
Most Secret. Vj.ce Admiral william % Halsey has this date 
relieved Vice Admiral Robert L Ghormley as Commander South 
Pacific Force and South Pacific area. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. C G mairsopac pass to ^om.^ens UTTON, CACTUS and 
ROSES by mail. G msopac Admin pass to NEW ZEALAND Chiefs 
of Staff and to tfSS CLARK for delivery by her to Oomgen 
3LEACHER via President JACKSON and to"c mgen BOBCAT on 
arrival. 

19 1954 COMINCH to OOMSOPAC. CINCPAC . COMSV/PAC. 

Handle with greatest secrecy. In order that urgently 
needed submarine support may be furnished to and coordin- 
ated with forces now operating in the SOLOMONS the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff direct that TF 42 be Dlaced temporarily 
under the operational control of Corns opac during the con- 
tinuance of Task 1 and that TF 42 be built up to 12 fleet 
submarines in transfer from Western AUSTRALIA as soon as 
possible. This force may base and/or operate in either 
Sopac or SWPAC area in accordance with paras. 7 and 10 B 
of the basic directives to Cine Pacific Ocean Areas and 
Supreme Commander SWPacific Area as amplified by Cominch 
and Army COF 112150 of last May. Carpender pass to Mac- 
Arthur. Deployment of submarines should be so adjusted 
that sufficient number can ie readily moved to opDose pos- 
sible Japanese concentrations acainst NEW GUINEA. This 
from Chief of Staff Army and Cominch. 

20 1540 COMINCH to Cr T CPAG. 

Treat as very secret. Cominch 191954 consider greater 
concentration of Pacific ^leet submarines in SOLOMON IS- 
LANDS Area than indicated in your 180245 should be made. 
Comment and advise me of action taken. 
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20 2215 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH. JOMSOWSSPAC". CUMSUBPAC. 

Most secret Cominch 201540. Will sail PacFleet subs to 
Sopac as follows all to proceed as indicated from present 
locations toward BUTTON passing your operational control 
on crossing equator: (a) SKIPJACK and SILVERSIDSS now TRUK 
at once remaining endurance 10 and 13 Nov respectively, 
(b) POLLACK and PLUNGER now 5 days out from MIDWAY to 
JAPAN at once endurance 22 and 26 November. (c) GRAYLING 
sailed PEARL 19 for Sopac as permanent transfer. (d) TARPON 
departed PEARL todav for TRUK will now divert to Sopac. (e) 
To depart PEARL for SOPAC GROWLER 22nd, FLYING FISH" 23rd, 
STINGRAY 26th, GATO and WAHOO about 30th. (f) ALBAOORE and 
GROUPER from MIDWAY for Sopac about 30th. (g) AM.BERJACK 
already in area under Comsopac. Para. FUVTON to SOPAC as 
soon as possible. Captain Roper on board for employment 
advisor or command as you desire. 

20 2309 CINCPAC to COMINCH info C0MST.TBPA0 . 

Most secret. Your 201540. Unless otherwise directed will 
reinforce Sopac submarines as indicated my 202215. This 
and Comsowespac 200635 will total 24 subs under Halsey. 
Leaves 10 Pacflt subs for Western Pacific patrols, 9 of 
which are now on or near station. Of these WHALE has mines. 
Remainder mining program will be deferred. 

21 1540 COMINCH to COITUS NAVFOR ETJROPE. Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC. 

Ultra secret. Say to General DeOaulle that it is necessary 
that Comsopac establish Headquarters ashore at NOUMEA im- 
mediately and that due to overcrowded conditions there I 
have authorized him and staff General Vogel and Staff and 
the Army on basis of urgent military necessity to occupjr 
certain buildings left vacant by departure of Dargenlieu and 
his mission. Para. I urge that DeOaulle delegate full 
authority to local governor Montchamp to negotiate with 
Comsopac concerning additional matters that may arise. This 
authority should be independent of movements of Dargentlieu. 

21 1400 CCMINCH to ADMIRALTY, Info CINCPAC. 

Pass to Admiralty for action. Highest secrecy. Following 
from Cincpac emote Present Japanese concentrations of all 
services in SOLOMONS area with consequent deduction to 
minimum in other areas offers golden opportunity for posi- 
tive action against enemy by Allied or British action in 
BAY of BENGAL or along MALAY BARRIER. In my opinion our 
situation in SOLOMON? urgently requires easing of pressure 
which would result from such action unquote. I concur, 
Cincpac informed. 
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21 1631 COL1INCH to CINCPAG Info CO^SQPAC . 

Very secret. Comsopac 171230 raotor torpedo boats in 
areas as follows: Sopac $, Hawaiian 8, Norwestse^f ron 4, 
Paseafron 6. Enroute Sopac 16 of which 12 arriving about 
13 Nov. 8 more in PANAMA awaiting shipment. 49 assigned 
Sopac ready when ships available from U. S. January to 
March. Assigned Sowespac 12, now ready for shipment, and 
20 more in January. Shipping is limiting factor in delivery. 
Para 2. Subchasers 2 enroute Sowestpac. Others assigned 
Sowestpac ready for sea 4 each month October through January. 
Assigned Sopac ready average four monthly November through 
February. Hawseafron 3 on station and 3 enroute. Reassign 
to Sopac at your discretion. Para 3. 173 LPC3 3 in Sopac 
no others assigned. 6 assigned Sowestpac ready for sea by 
end of year. Assigned Hawseafron one enroute and 3 on 
shakedown. Reassign to Sopac at discretion as they report. 

27 0251 CINCPAC to COMINCII Info COMSUPAC . 

Lost secret. Halsey has requested reenf orcenent by 1 or 
more carriers of the Sritish Eastern Fleet. In view ur- 
gent and immediate need for every possible increase par- 
ticularly of carriers I recommend that this idea be ex- 
plored to utmost. 

26 0814 COMSOPAC to C0!v : INCH Info CINCPAC. C0MAINS3PAC . C T!0-ENSQ?AC . 

Oomsopac to Gominch info Oincpac Comairsopac. Handle as 
most secret. Following plan employment Army fighters and 
medium bombers, CACTUS dash TJTTON area. Your 241520. Main- 
tain CACTUS one single engine and one P-38 fighter squadron 
dash total 50 airplanes. Maintain CACTUS dash 3UTTCII area two 
medium bomb souadrons dash 26 S-26 or S-25. To be maintained 
from reserves POPPY which should be 50 percent for fighters 
and 2 5 percent for medium bombers. Attrition at rate of 20 
percent r>er month for medium bombers and 50 percent per month 
for fighters* Above in no way reduces total requirement 
fighters and medium bombers Sopac area which has been pre- 
viously reported as 7 squadrons fighters and 4 squadrons 
medium' bombers. Comgensopac has by hand. 

28 0215 CTF 8 to OINCPAC 

This is part 1 of 2 parts from CTF 8. My 150039 September. 
LQNGVTE.V", securely held, guarantees our northern flank and 
its loss to the enemy could cause irretrievable harm. 'Vhile 
enemy commitments elsewhere rive us complete freedom of action 
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28 0215 GTF S to Cr^CPAC. (Continued) 

in the ALEUTIANS assuring the impregnability of LOITGVIE'.Y 
should be our primary aim. If and when enemy commitments 
elsewhere east sufficiently it is inconceivable that the 
enemy will endure our constant air attacks upon KIGKA with- 
out counter action. The expansion of our position in the 
middle ALEUTIANS by the occupation of AMULET and the crea- 
tion of air fields there must be a further invitation to 
early enemy reaction to these new middle ALEUTIAN happen- 
ings. I.Iy 150039 September recommended full strength triang- 
ular division. Due to non availability more troops the con- 
ference with PeWitt and Buckner produced a compromise ac- 
cepting 2 combat teams instead of the 3 which were my original 
and still preferred figure. Corainch despatch 022120 stated 
Joint Chiefs of Staff considered 11,000 adequate. Army will 
now have 9200 at LONG- VIE 1 .'/ on October 30 of which 3100 are 
infantry, 1297 field artillery, or one combat team plus ad- 
ditional artillery. After that date the occupation of AMULET 
by /4.20O troops has priority in local Army nlans. Part 2 
follows. 

28 0225 CTF 8 to CITTCPAC . Part 2 of above despatch. 

This is part 2 of my 230215. This situation does not meet 
the local Army-Navy compromise agreement, does not meet 
number troops approved by Joint Chiefs of Staff, is one third 
the. number of combat teams originally recommended, and one 
half the number of combat teams mentioned as basis of agree- 
ment in De'Vitt-Theobald conference. Eventually L0NGVIEV7 gar- 
rison is to be reenforced by additional infantry regiment. 
Firmly believe that primary position of LONGVIEW in ALASKAN 
situation should be recognized by bringing the defense force 
at that nlaee to accepted strength before initiating AI.TLET 
operation. Adenuate ground troops at LGNGTlEW far more vital 
to LQNGVIEW defense than a second or dispersal air field 55 
miles away which is all that AT:" IE? means to L0NGVIEW in a 
military sense. Two. Due to reduced numbers of planes in 
Army squadrons, the Alaskan Air Force, instead of being rein- 
forced as recommended in toy 202100 September, is actually 
reduced in combatant strength. Reiterate my opinion that with 
less than the minimum ground strength of two combat teams at 
L0NGYIE7.' we can lose that vital position of the middle ALEUTIANS 
at any time during these next months whenever either neutraliza- 
tion of Army air forces or period of low visibility would per- 
mit the enemy to effect the landing there. Comtaskforce S 
sends to Cincpac. 

28 1735 COKING H to CINCPAC. Info C0K r CPAC . 

Very secret. Increasing use of enemy submarines for scout- 
ing and general information purpo&es is indicated. v /e do not 
appear to be making enough similar use of own submarines. 
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31 0206 C0MS0PAC to COMOENSOPAO. Info OOMAJgBOgAgj GTF 61. CTF 64. etc . 



Handle as most secret . Request you dispatch earliest 
practicable one Any -i-nfantry Regiment reinforced less 
one battalion infantry to CACTUS, Consult Comamphibf or- 
sopac relative details including transportation to be 
furnished by him. Regiment will report to Comamnhibf or- 
sopac for duty under principle unity of command. Replace- 
ment rations a Naval responsi bility. Comgensonac has for 
action all others are info. 

01 1312 CpjgSpjAC to COKINCH. Info CINCPAC . 

Most secret. CTF 17 reports as follows quote HORNET 
completely immobilized ajout 1010 OCT 26 by two torpedoes 
starboard side at forward engine room plus bomb hits for- 
ward and aft resulting complete loss power, light, water. 
Thereafter unable reestaolish. Towing operations attempted 
by NORTHAMPTON throughout day unsuccessful. First wire 
parted. Second cast off due repeated enemy attacks. By 
late afternoon damage so complete from these torpedo hits 
five bomb hits two crashed enemy planes all possibilities 
towinf and salvage operations exhausted. In' lat 09-41 
Long 167-35 two DD's fired 16 torpedoes at HORNET 9 hits 
followed by 300 rounds 5 inch shells to sink her. At 2030 
6 DD's withdrew from area with HORNET still afloat burning 
fiercely for full length. Subsequent air search indicated 
no trace. Unquote. At 1730 CT^ 17 had reported his pro- 
posed action to destroy with which I concur and which* I 
had anticipated. 

01 1050 COMRDPAC to CTNCPAC . 

This is most secret. From best information now available 
re your 010501. Halsey talking. Enemy Planes shot down 
115 certain. 46 probable total l6l. Own losses from all 
causes VF 27. V&S 24. VT 13 total 64. Personnel losses 
from two airp'rouns 24. Preliminary but more detailed in- 
formation with McFALL now enroute by air to PEARL. 

02 1618 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info C0MS0PAC. 

Handle with greatest secrecy. Your 012115 Office of V.'ar 
Information states that Associated Press despatch from 
NOUMEA dated October 28th passed by Censor there contained 
news of loss of ship. News released here with approval 
of highest quarters. Loss anticipated but not positively 
known here until receipt of Halsey 011312 in renly to my 
311800. 



900 



- OEOT^T - 

04 0235 cte 16 to cot top A3, cihcpac. 

This is ultra secret, Eroia OTF 16 to Cincpac. Oomsopac 
has by hand. Captured enemy code and note book and de- 
coded messages give following information relative to 
action 26 October. (a) An aviator's notebook reveals he 
left KUIffi on board TPTY0TT 2 5 Sept. He sent ajoard ZUIKAKU 
Oct. His route was KURE to SAIPAN to THUK. V/h ether by 
ship or plane unknown. (b) Senior officer probably Oom- 
oardiv 1 was in 3H0KAKU. (©) Comcardiv 2 present in HAY- 
ATAKA. (d) Carriers present SH0KA1HJ, ZUIKAKU, ZUHIO, 
IIAYATAKA. (e) According to notebook planes from 3 car- 
riers were composed as follows: CVl,' 17 torpedo, 21 
bonbers, 25 fighters. 0V2, 19 torpedo, 21 bombers, 24 
fighters. End of part 1 of 2 parts. 

04 0252 OTF 16 to .CINCPAC. 



This is second part from Comtaskfor 16. Ultra Secret. 
CV3 18 torpedo, nil bombers, 7 fighters. If) Planes jam 
REKATA "BAY took part in action probably search planes ld 
horizontal bombers. (g) One-of surface ships present as 
HAOI. (h) After launching enemy carrier believed nilO^U 
kent nlanes informed his position about ev-ry half ho^* 
(i) Presence our carrier search planes reported to eT m Y 
cruiser. (J) Planes reported weather our vicinity. 
Enemy air grout) commander in our area appeared to diect 
attacks by each wave as it arrived and also reporter wind 
frequently. (1) After dark enemy surface vessels s arc ^ e( l 
for HORNET assisted by flares from more than one c3 n e« 
(m) Partly decoded message included what may be wo:-* 3 
"Operations "ostnoned" . (n) Captured documents for arfled 
you by air mail. End of second part. 
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05 1524 OQTIKGH to CIUCFAO. Info COLPQPAO . 

I am oeconinr disturbed about multiplication of special 
coramands such as Commander Bases Bopac Area when work 
done is inextricably linked with that of Subcomserforpac. 
This is Hi Cora. Para 2. It seems to me that Conserf orpac 
should have appropriate number of deputies one of whom 
should do much of work; Comserfor is now doing thus en- 
abling hin to exercise more overall supervision. In case 
of Bopac should include all logistic matters including 
bases. Para three. Be prepared to discuss these matters 
when we meet. 

06 1345 oq^ tcpao to ci r Q- ? Ac info comtuctt . 

Planning and development bases this area is a major prob- 
lem. Functions of logistic supply and battle repair and 
maintenance provide full load for Seronsonao. Under these 
circumstances considered essential relieve Coraseron of 
base development and command. Conditions here such that 
prompt action was and is necessary to prevent spread of 
chaotic conditions particularly Y.'IIITK POPPY. v ur 060217. 

08 1505 COHINCK to CINCPAC Info JOKr-OPAC . 

Handle with utmost secrecy . After consultation with 
Admiral Boyd refrardin^ employment of ILLUSTRIOUS in 
Pacific Fleet submit recommendation as to immediate employ- 
ment in Bopac (Afirm) with present comolement (Baker) 
necessity of proceeding to PEARL or other U.S. Base for 
modifications and outfitting of torpedo snuadron with 
TBF's. View held here based on T Ialsey's despatch that 
servicer of carrier urgently required now and consequently 
immediate problem is employment of ILLtJSTRIOTJS if and 
when she is made available. 

08 2145 CXUCPAO to gQKSOP^. 

After consultation with Boyd and Towers, l-'ost secret. 
Believe period of about four weeks at P.iAPL for equipping 
with W-s indoctrination and training is essential to 
meet the -Taps. Do you consider your present situation 
will permit this. Cominch 001505.. 

09 2107 oin.:paj to cct.bopac. j o ?.:ai:i c *opac . ail tf oo:r ^opac. cql'.oW . 

Excellent. Ultra. Indications that major operation as- u 
sisted by carrier striking force slated to support movement 
Army transports to GUADALCANAL. Cine Third (Carrier 
Striking) now proceeding fueling rendezvous near one nox'th 
one fifty seven east. Cine Eleventh Air Fleet to operate 
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09 2107 CITTCPAC to CO"SOPA0. etc . 
( Continued) 

against CACTUS from Zed minus three days. Eight fleet 
f*\ to escort Army convoy. Large movement enemy clanes to 

KATTLI base near BUlHi Striking force to hit GACTtfS Zed 
minus one day. Army AA Unit to embark eleven November 
proceed land CACTUS. -Tap sub to attack SLUE Diane tender 
VAUHXHO and NDENI. Zed day not known but research con- 
tinues. Air attacks on CACTUS to be augmented by Army 
Air on Zed Lay. All aircraft under command of striking 
force probably on Zed minus one day. Estimate available 
combat carriers ZUIIIO, HAYATAKA , transoort carriers HOSIIO, 
OTAKA, UNYO, but last two have not had combat air groups 
assigned in past, 'while this looks like a jig punch I 
am confident that you with your forces will take their 
measure. 

12 0031 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMPOPAC . 

Further conference with Boyd and Towers on Comsopac 
110954. Most secret. Assuming ILLUSTRIOUS renorts 
direct from Eastern Fleet with complement 36 fighters 
15 Swordfish or Albacore. Proposals your 081505. Af- 
firm. Require replacement of British planes with Crum- 
man TSE. Baker. U.S. squadron acceptable but British 
pilots with TBF preferred. Cast. Only in view urgent 
need indicated by Halsey consider carrier could be 
equipped and personnel indoctrinated at Sopac base pro- 
viding necessary planes available there. Para, Should 
point out small offensive power this carrier with approx- 
imate complement 36 VF 15 VTB. Alternate may include 6 
SBD as deck park at cost about 9 VF. Para, In lessened 
urgency or if British Atlantic carrier furnished it should 
definitely equip and indoctrinate at Pearl or U.S. Base. 
This would be much more efficient considering minor but 
essential modifications necessary in ship and in British 
planes. Para, Boyd comments that if INDOMITABLE has large 
elevator capable taking SBD planes this ship would be in- 
valuable in Pacific operations. 

12 2037 CINCPAC to COMINCH . 

Our forces in action with enemy off SAVO ISLAND about 
0230 L (-11) this morning. Most details lacking but ap- 
parently ATLANTA and JUNEAU damaged and PORTLAND steer- 
ing inoperative from torpedo hit. At least one enemy 
unit sunk and several burning. ULTRA, Enemy relief be- 
ing sent from BUIN and his Zed day postponed. Para. 
SEAW0LF unable to catch carrier off PALAU. 
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November (OCT) 

17 1255 OOMINCH to C INC PAG Info COMSOPAC CINCLANT OPNAV . 

Utmost secret. Be^in. ^inCLant direct WICHITA CLEVE- 
LAND SUWANNEE SANGAMON JENKINS MURPHY RADFORD WALLER 
CONWAY proceed Panama preferably but not necessarily 
in one group as soon as they can be made ready. Also 
CHENANGO when other destroyers assigned Pacflt are 
available for escort. Upon arrival Panama report 
Cincpac for duty. Advise expected departure dates. 
Para. Cincpac send BO CUE and CARD to Lantflt as early 
as practicable. Present intention assign BOISE to 
Lantflt and keep Lant modern cruiser strength up to 
6 including those shaking down by holding I.10IJTPELIER 
until BOISE ready. Opnav informed. 

22 2241 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC . 

Moat Secret. Your despatch 220120 indicates plan for 
relief 1st Marine Division. KIWI "C" will soon be in 
POPPY. Your despatch 210436 indicates command relations 
CACTUS not yet settled. In order that I may have infor- 
mation required for own planning and as basis for repre- 
sentation to higher authority request early advice your 
plans for following based on forces now available to 
you. A. Relief of Marines at CACTUS. B.- Final command 
organization CACTUS indicated your despatch 210436. 

C. Commander CACTUS after relief 1st Marine Division. 

D. Commander CACTUS after relief all Marines. E. Com- 
mand organization and Base Commander POPPY after ar- 
rival KIWI "C" and departure American Division. Also 
request your plans under A. to E. above based on 25th 
Division Army being made available to you with first 
Echelon of 1 regimental combat team ETD PEARL November 
25 followed by 3 other Increments ETD PEARL December 
6, 15, and 31. 

23 0032 COMINCH to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC COMSOWESPAC MACARTHUR . 

Treat as ultra secret. Chief of Staff Army has by 
hand for info. Army has received urgent despatch from 
Mac Arthur "Is it possible to give me some Naval support 
for the North coast of NEW GUINEA. My submarines on 
east coast are no longer available, operational control 
having passed to South Pacific. PT boats would be in- 
valuable in existing situation. If nothing can be done 
please le t me know at once as the Increasing enemy Naval 
pressure may force me to revise my plan of campaign". 
Para. 2. Return 6 submarines to operational control of 
Comsowestpac area. Para. 3. Place at least 6 prefer- 
ably 8 PT boats at disposal of Comsowespac area for 
NEW GUINEA operations pending arrival of boats assign- 
ed to Sowestpacfor which depart Canal Zone about mid n 
December. Para. 4. Carpender pass to MacArthur with ^ 
the suggestion that time could be saved by taking up 
coordinating arrangement such as this directly with Hals 



—S ECRET - /?v 

24 0330 COMINCH to CINCPAC 

This is a reencipherment of Comsowestpac 231113 referred in 
our ZMT2 (NPM 5351/23) Which you had to ZPL1 correction 

^\ ZML1 begins .. Handle this as super secret.. Prior receipt 

cominch 230032 L had no knowledge MacArthur' s despatch. 
At 0600 Love (-11) 23rd 3 submarines stationed directly 
assist defense northeast coast New Guinea namely off Cape 
Ward Hunt. 1 off GASMATA and 1 north TROBRIAND enroute 
VITIAX. MacArthur was informed of this on 19 November. 
Erom Comsowespacfor action Cominch. In addition 3 subs 
south NEW IRELAND and 3 west and south BOUGAINVELLE 
directly assist in defense NEW GUINEA. Consider contin- 
uance present method operational control submarines under 
Soupac increases flexibility and permits more adequate 
defense NEW GUINEA than would be accomplished by assignment 

~N of 6 submarines this area. Prior to start of BUNA campaign 

L explained to MacArthur that because most authentic 
navigational in formation shows that draft in excess 12 feet 
cannot proceed deyond Cape NELSON toward BUNA and because 
of inaccurate charts destroyers cannot be sent via this 
passage beyond Cape NELSON from MILNE BAY. X further 
explained that surface forces could not be sent into this 
general area north of the TROBEIANDS unless adequate air 
cover was available. I concur that PT boats are required 
at earliest date , 

25v2330 CCMINCH to CINCPAC. ' 



Handle with utmost secrecy. Contemplate taking up with 
Army practicability relief by Army of Marine Corps ground 
and air units now on garrison or defense duty in SAMOA N 
and HAWAIIAN AREAS. If such relief were effected follow- 
ing would result: APIRM. 2 reinforced infantry regiments 
would be available for assignment to First MaramphCor as 
elements of a new division. BAKER. Release/defense Battalions 
in these areas would permit their assignment to advanced 
zones of action. CAST. This relief of def enseBattalions 
would obviate necessity for organization of new defense 
and airdrome battalions in United States as now scheduled. 
DOG. Personnel thus saved would be diverted to new division 
and advance its availablity to summer 1943. EASY. Release 
of defense air grouos would permit their assignment to 
offensive operations in other areas. Para. Request your 
comment and recommendations. MarCorps informed. 
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25 2050 CTP 8 to CINCPAC 



CTP 8 replying to Cincpac 242519. Estimated total of 
7500 to 10000 mixed troops consisting of engineers, const- 
ruction, infantry and artillery on BOODLE. 1 Battallion 
82nd Infantry of from 500 to 1000 on JACKBOOT. Possible 
coast watcher force of about 10 on western end FORMULA. 

Same number (10) may be on AL ID in SEMICHI. No other 

forces believed on any other islands. Ultra, 

CTP 8 to CINCPAC info CPMINCH 

your 252227. Am despatching surface striking force 2 cruiserj 
4 modern destroyers at best sustained speed accordance ray 
260014, 1 cruiser 3 destroyers sent forward from KODIAK 
yesterday at best speed to fuel LONG VIEW where other cruiser 
and destroyer join. When your ultra secrets received 
yesterday they were departing KODIAK with delayed convoy 
and were immediately detached from this escort duty. Have 
intensified air search to westward and have alerted air fores 
for strongest possible air attacks to supplement surface 
attacks. Hawe alerted air and Navy at western bases 
against possible enemy diver slve action advising Buckner of 
this. Only submarine in ATTU area alerted against enemy 
approach. Ultra. CTP 8 sends to Cincpac and for info to 
Cominch. 

26 2305 CINCPAC to COMINCH 



26-0155 



Utmost secrecy. Agree in principle with relief Marine 
ground and air units Urdis 252330 to provide amphibious 
troops aircraft and defense battalions for further of- 
fensive moves. In HAWAIIAN area consider such relief 
should not be made until assured organization of Army 
units permit present scale and effectiveness of defenses 
with approximately sane number of troops (about the max- 
imum that can be supported on these Islands). In SAMOAN 
area including FETLOCK agree that relief be effected as 
soon as Army can made available trooos of equivalent 
training and experience to marines now there. It Is 
recommended Army unit3 for that area also be especially 
organized for the various tasks to avoid increase in 
personnel with attendant logistic demands. Para. In 
line with basic proposal the assignment 25th Division 
to Sopac for use CACTUS would make available almost 
immediately one Marine Amphibious Division for further 
offensive action. 
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29 1906 JOINT CHIEF OF STAFF'S to CINCFAC, COMSOPAC ,COMSOWESPAC . 

This from Joint Chiefi of staff to Cincpac , Comsopac,Comsowes- 
pac area. Carpenter pass to Mac Arthur. Nimitz pass to 
Emmons. Halsey pass to Harmon. Para 1. 25th Army Division 
is assigned to Sopac area and will proceed to WHITE POPPY. 
Para 2. 1st Marine Division is to be relieved without 
delay, as assigned to Sowespac area and will proceed to 
AUSTRALIA for rehabilitation and employment. The purpose 
of this transfer is to provide an Amphibious Division 
for the future formation of an Amphibious Forceto carry 
out amphibious operations under the commander Sowestpac area. 
Para 3. Halsey arrange with MacArthur details of transfer 
1st Marine Division. Chief of staff Army and Comdt Marine 
Corps informed. 

30 2350 CTF 67 to COHFOPAC Info CCMINCH. CINCPAC . 

Comtaskforce 67 reports opened fire on four ships be- 
lieved transports at CAPS ESPERANCE . Hit and fires were 
seen. Six minutes later three and perhaps four heavy 
cruisers struck by torpedoes believed fired by destroyers 
and submarines. Since then have been unable communicate 
with other shir>s. NORTHAMPTON burns total loss. Believe 
PENSACOLA same NEW ORLEANS proceeding to TULAGI 5 knots 
M JNI T3AP0LI 3 same with bow jlown off three firerooms 
flooded believe HONOLULU all right. No information of 
destroyers . 

30 2350 CTF 67 to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC , COIilNCH. C QMS Ql'JE SPA . 

At TULAGI are following PENSACOLA torpedo hit and severe 
fire damage aft. NEY, r ORLEANS bow blown off back to 
number 2 turret. PERKINS, MAURY assisting above ships 
undamaged. MINNEAPOLIS as previously reported. LARDNER 
and LALTSCN are with Tisdale and undamaged. Ho further 
word of NORTHAMPTON. FLET3HER and DRAYTON reported 
separately by FLETCHER. 1 Jap cruiser seen to blow up 
and it is known additional Jap ships were destroyed as 
well as others damaged. Am collecting data. Last NPM 
number received was 604. Am unaole decode messages in 
crypto channels 7 and 19. Can guard Task Force Commanders 
circuit only. 
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30 1915 COMINCH to CINCPAC, COI.ISOPAG . 

To be decoded by Nimitz and Halsey only. Ultra High Command. 
Para 1. Pinal decision cancelling AOLA BAY project in CTF 
62 260458 brings to climax my uneasiness of several weeks 
duration le3t we continue to use up our fighting strength in 
virtual "Frontal" operations such as are involved in expulsion 
of enemy from CACTUS which if followed in principle throughout 
CACTUS-RABAUL area will keep us busy for years. Para 2. 
It seems to me that' there are now -- see my 291906 — adequate 
Army troops in Sopac to garrison CACTUS and secure airfield 
there and "contain" enemy forces which should enable us not 
only to withdraw First but also Second Marine Division latter 
for" use in seizure of enemy position further northv/est in 
SOLOMONS preferably one where enemy has airfield. Para 3. 
Conception sketched in preceeding para looks to "Flanking 
operation" relative to CACTUS by seizure of enemy base used 
for operations in support of CACTUS whereby latter be made 
untenable for enemy and what is more important enables us to 
get on with the job of clearing enemy from SOLOMON S-RABAUL . 
Para 4. Request your comment on premise that next step will 
be done by Afirm Comsopac Baker Comsowespac. 
CINCPAC- to COMSOPAC . 
01 0931 For Admiral Halsey only from Cincpac. Utmost secrecy enjoined. 
(Ju^\ I contemplate making following reply to Cominch 301915. Quote. 
? Am in complete accord as to necessity for readying our amphib- 
ious troops preparatory to pushing along the SUSAN area. I 
asked for the 25th Division so that it could relieve the 
Second Marine Division. Hal3ey is relieving 1st Marine Divisior 
with American Division from POPPY. I had not contemplated 
that the 1st Marine Division would join Sowestpac for I esti- 
mate that provided we have the necessary Naval and Air superi- 
ority we v/ill require at least 2 Divisions to capture BUIN 
(The nearest enemy base with an airfield unless he builds one 
at MUNDA or REKATA ) . Para. As the 1st Marine Division can 
hardly be ready until 1 Mar. there will continue to be a phase 
in which CACTUS remains an area of strong contention. All 
indications point to continued enemy moves to land reenforce- 
ments there and I believe these will include at least one 
more major effort. Also during this period we must develop 
CACTUS-RINGBOLT as a secure Naval and Air base from which to 
launch our offensive. The foregoing plus the ALEUTIAN situation 
stresses necessity for much stronger land sea and air forces 
than are in sight for the Pacific 7 I urge immediate action 
to obtain them. Para. I strongly recommend that Task 2 in 
the SOLOMONS SEA area be revised to provide that Comsopac 
continue to command the forces which will extend control up 
the SOLOMON CHAIN. I estimate that the bulk of the Pacific 
Fleet will continue to be required and I consider that a 
change of command of these forces which Halsey has welded Into 
a working organization would be most unwise. Para. Unquote. 
Request early comment. 
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03 1141 GOIiroPAC to COI.iPO'.rgPPAC. MaoAKTHTIK. Info OINC^AO. COMINCH . 

OT? 61. 62 . 63! 

^ During operations of allied forces in the CAC TCS-HING30XT 

area on 8 Aumist a warning originated by the coast watcher 
on BOUGAINVILLE informed our forces of an impending Jap air 
attack. The timeliness and completeness of the warning was 
of inestimable benefit and enabled our vessels to take proper 
defensive positions in the repeat in advance of the attack. 
Please express to the Goastwatcher my deep appreciation and 
that of the officers and men engaged in the subject opera- 
tion. Well done. 



02 1958 COMINCH to C0MS0PAC. Info COMAIItFQPAC . COMSWPAC . CINCPAO. 

Your 020400 information my 271320 as to fighter planes which 
are part of cargo of certain ships was given to show status 
and location of replacements command to let you know aoout 
when and by what transportation those planes* are due to ar- 
rive in ports indicated. Para 2. Breakdown of cargoes 
reported my 271320 as follows: ELLEPY has 9 P38*s, "24 others. 
GOODHUE 9 P38's. Lee 9 P38*s. WINGATE 2 P38's. STEELE 8 
P38's, 1 other. LANE 9 P38's, 8 others. ASHE 6 P38's, 8 
others. r 'ALE 8 P38's 28 others. Para four. Leary pass to 
' Mac Arthur. Para. 30. Your basic recommendations are fully 

understood by me and are under consideration of the War 
Department . 

03 1313 COMINCH to CIHCPAC and Info commands concerned . 

Prospects for organization of additional raider battalions, 
your 010309, for present appear limited to: (A) Organiza- 
tion of a 3rd raider battalion at STRAW from CADRES of 2 
officers and 25 men each transferred from 1st and 2nd raider 
battalions with remainder of personnel recruited from units 
of defense force STRAW without replacements. (B) Establish- 
ment of raider replacement training detachment on West Coast 
in October, personnel a sout 200. Mar corps advised. Your 
comment requested. 

02 0337 O^E 16 to OIWTPAC Info CT? 62.17.18. COMSOPAO. COMINCH. CTF1 . 







The present of a fast battleship in task force 16 during 
past several weeks and particularly during action on 24 August 
was a distinct asset because of her demonstrated fire nower 
against attacking aircraft and her inherent strength against 
possible surface contacts. From Comtaskfor 16 action Cincpac. 
Because of. slight deficiency in speed and acceleration and 
slight inherent slowness in starting a turn the station of 
the NORTH CAROLINA in cruising disposition and particularly 
in tight; screening disposition during air attacks should be 
down wind from carrier as was the case on 24 ^ug with thorough- 
lv satisfactory results. 
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04 2027 CTF 8 to CINCPAC . 

PIJIBILQJT move by Japs would be totally contrary to their 
technique of advance to date and contrary to sound strategy. 
Such an outlying base for them flanked from DUTCH HARBOR 
and suoject to repeated bombing attacks from COLD BAY 
TMNTAK and NAEIflHl supported as necessary by P-38's using 
belly tanks for approach flights would always be difficult 
if not impossible to support logistically and could quickly 
be rendered untenable to enemy. PRI3IL0FF airfield of 
little use to ALEUTIAN air operations while NAZAN staging 
field will oe of greatest aid as it provides additional 1 
field in direct line of operations possibly fog free in an 
area of constantly shifting local visibility conditions. 
NAZAN should be given highest possible priority consistent 
with earliest possible consolidation of FIREPLACE. At 
present stage of FIREPLACE move can not spare cruiser 
escort for "PRIBILOFF operation which is so eccentric to 
FIREPLACE as to mean withdrawal of some cruisers from FIRE- 
PLACE operation. Covering FIREPLACE and NAZAN is single 
operation. At least k destroyers antisubmarine screen 
desirable in close support of discharging cruisers at 
PRIBILOFFS anchored in open sea for days. 2 destroyers are 
ample at NAZAN. Weather may seriouslv hamper and lengthen 
period of discharge at PRIBILOFFS. If PRIBILOFF move 
decided upon recommend that priority be given FIREPLACE 
which has inadeouate surface naval support at present 
against any move in force by enemy and that risk of PRIBI- 
lOFF move be accepted with 2 destroyer antisubmarine 
screen and no cruiser escort. 
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050 CCMOEN CACTUS to GCKSGPAC Info CTF-62. COKAIRSOPAC 
T'd to CINCPAC by C-MSGPA C 

ComGen CACTUS to COMSOPAC. My 041510, 042001. Twelve 
officers and 226 members crews LITTLE GREGORY reported 
rescued. Enemy force consisted of at least one cruiser 
two DD. Horning patrol sighted 15 large landing boats 
each carrying aboiit 75 men approaching northwest coast 
CACTUS. Strafed boats sunk three. P-400s attacked them 
with bombs and light "machine guns. Appeared to cause 
many personnel casualties. SBDs strafed bombed boats on 
beach. Believed to have destroyed several of them. One 
boat was destroyed by bombing. 

26 twin engine bombers covered by 20 zeros approached 
position at 1245. This was second alert and only several 
fighters reached proper altitude. These Intercepted 
planes dropped bombs 10 miles westward LUNGA Point. Two 
bombers one zero shot down. One P4P4 nissing three 
damaged. One pilot wounded. One additional P4P4 and 
pilot lost during boat strafing operations.. 



After consideration general Buckner and I jointly recommend 
against ADAK occupation TANA OA for purposes of possible 
diversion reference para 3 cominch 211330 of August, "/hen 
FIREPLACE position consolidated with bombing and fighter 
planes operating therefrom the establishment of force at 
TANAGA and creation bomber airfield won Id be highly desir- 
able and next logical move in ALASKAN campaign. With 
troop3 and equipment for TANAGA assembled at FIREPLACE 
and continuai observation 3ea conditions in TANAGA Bay 
can occupy this place by Infiltration using period of 
favorable weather and sea to effect short haul from FIRE- 
PLACE. Move would be covered at all times by close air 
support from FIREPLACE supplemented by required Naval 
screening forces. With such an operation in contemplation 
it anpears highly undesirable to evidence interest in 
TANAGA in advance thereof 



05 2130 



COMTASKFOR 8 to JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
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05 0626 C0M n 0PAC to CT TT C^AC fr info Commands Concerned . 

Refer Cominch 031313 and Cincnac 042210 nature of opera- 
tion and enemy infiltration tactics make additional raider 
battalions necessary. n tren<^th of defense force STRAW 
should not be diminished. Urgently need 2 divisions ARB's 
whose value for island warfare has' been proven. What is 
status of APR ' 3 . Info radio deliver Comgen STRAW, 

06 2246 GTG 2.9 to COT.^SQPAC Info COMIJTCH. CINCPAC . 

SOUTH DAKOTA struck uncharted 35 foot ninnacle bearing 321 
true from MALITJ0A light distant 5.5 miles. This an extension 
to lead in A 7 tpexlahi passage, Extensive contamination with 
salt water of fuel and feed water bottom tanks. Divers re- 
port numerous dents and several holes. Largest 2 square feet 
in outer skin between frames 32 and 90 starboard side. How 
serious leakage several inner bottoms principally due dis- 
Dlacement sea connections. No apparent derangement pro- 
pulsive machinery except clogging 1 condenser. Anticipate 
no difficulty maintaining 20 knots. No vibration observed. 
To accomplish estimate about 2 weeks in dock. Ready for sea 
morning local 8th. Recommend proceed PEARL that date. DD 
escort recommended during daylight local 8th and DD escort 
last 24 hours prior arrival PEARL. 

07 1020 CCMS0PA0 to CTF 17 Info COT.IAIR^'OPAC , OTP 18. CINCPAC. 

Your 070212 and 070834. v our attention is called to my 
030736 HPM number 573 which gives you entire freedom of 
movement. In order that I may be sure you have reference 
I have had it repeated for vou. I'j suggestion is that vou 
move east of APRICOT TJTT0N line at good speed. 

07 0217 OTP 17 to C0 TTO Q^AC. Info C0r T AIRF0PAC . OTP 18. 

My 070212, Analysis of DP contacts this area and HORNET 
contacts past 24 hours warrant following conclusions. Afirm 
presence of larpe task force in geographical area 10 to 15 
degrees south 164 to 165 degrees east known to enemy. Baker 
approximately 9 enemy subs this area. Para. In absence of 
important targets consider current directive unduly restrictive 
and unnecessary hazard. To heavy shins unprotected by 
adeouate number DDs as screen. Para. Poreging situation will 
be accentuated upon return Task Porce 18 this area. Para. 
Recommend Afirm task forces operate within 300 miles radius 
0AC7T south lat 8 and east long 160 east and in southeast 
direction as necessary to guard CACTuT SUTTON APRICOT BUTTON 
lines. Raker. Provide two PES per heavy ship as soon as 
practicable. Cast. Provide lar^e number anti submarine type 
vessel to hunt subs this vital area. 



912 



o 



o 



September (OCT) 

06 2040 CTF 8 to COMQE'J ALDHJF FT RICHARDSON, and Info commands concerned 

Based on discharging rate at FIREPLACE of 1200 tons daily 
present vessels there should ;>e discharged by September 13 
completing first phase. Assuming vessels could arrive at 
FIREPLACE as soon as their discharge can commence increments 
of second phase could be discharged by following dates based 
on your cargo estimates for each colon 1st Sept 21, 2nd 
Sept 30, 3rd Oct 8, 4th and final October 17. Your HL ADC 
Ft. Richardson 052328 improves nrevious time schedule but 
bottleneck now appears to oe transports and loading times at 
points of departure. Desire to help, if nossible. Is there 
anything further that can be done to assist in saving time 
so vital to success of whole operation. Radio stations 
deliver. 

06 2210 COMGEN ALASKAN DEF TO COI.IALSEC 

Since sending my 060250 received following from CG WDC begin 
received message from CTF outlining hi subjections to 
garrisoning Pribilofs which Admiral Nlmitz concurred in. 
If you (Buckner) agree with Theobald and Cincpac movement 
to Pribilofs will be cancelled Iloses Point garrison going 
to Atka as previously planned end paraphrase. I replied to 
Dewitt saying would not occupy Pribilofs at this tine but 
would send Hoses Point garrison to ■"•tka. At later date 
contemplate sending garrison St Paul. 

07 2206 C0LI30PAC TO CGs BUTTON, CACTUS, etc. INFO COIuINCH, CINCPAC, etc. 

Comairsopac pass thl3 to CG BUTTON. Fuller pass by hand to 
Comcub one and CG CACTUS who is to acknowledge . Comcub 13 
has. All the above are action addressees. CG SOPAC and all 
other addressees Info. From Comsopac. Plan for employment 
Cub 1 and 13 and 6th and 7th Construction Battalions follows: 
Afirm generally Cub 1 and 6th Construction Battalion at 
Cactus Ringbolt. Comcub 1 report to CG CACTUS as commanding 
officer advanced naval base CACTUS RINGBOLT. Units of Cub 1 
and 6th Const. Bn. move from BUTTON to CACTUS RINGBOLT as 
required latter place. Hospital unit Cub 1 establish at 
BUTTON . Baker generally Cub 13 and 7th Const Bn at BUTTON. 
Cub 13 unload and establish storage and forwarding camp at 
WHITE POPPY. Forward material and personnel to BUTTON* only 
as required latter place. Consult Staff Comsopac In this 
respect. After establishment storage and camp at WHITE POPPY 
Comcub 13 proceed to BUTTON and report CG BUTTON, under prin- 
cipal of unity of command, as commandlnr officer advanced 
naval base BUTTON. Hospital unit Cub 13 remain WHITE POPPY 
until further orders. Cast for guidance this genrral prin- 
cipal is established that rigid adherence to cub organization 
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07 2206 (COMSOPAC Continued) 

qannot be maintained. Personnel and material must go 
where most needed. Consult Comsopac staff freely this 
regard and consult Comairsopac relative Cub aviation 
personnel and material and construction aviation facil- 
ities. Dor;. When initiated, construction activities 
at apricot villi be under Comcub 13 In addition to duties 
oxitlined above. Easy. Comcub 1 and Comcub 13 submit 
early recommendations for development respective bases 
to Comsopac via base commanders and Comairsopac. Comcub 
1 relieved of all duties in connection with Cub 13. 

08 1556 jig IIARCORP TO COMSOPAC INFO COHINCH CINCPAC etc. 

Urdis 070356 assembling 5 officers 000 enlisted AGPP for 
transfer Sopac fagtrans after 25 Sept. Ai 30 8 officers 
and 1200 enlisted available San El ego about 20 Oct. 
Parachutists for 1st div available initial rate 30 per 
week beginning 1 Oct. Further replacement will be sent 
as available and required. Comment requested on early 
program of withdrawal of PMP officers excess in rank to 
meet urgent needs U.S. 
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quavers pass tov^a^my Chief of Staff. 
COKINCH TO CINCPAC INFO COL'SOPAC 

This part 1 of 2 part message. Part 1 Is being transmitted 
as 082234 and 082240 and part 2 is beinn; transmitted as 
032355. With reference Secnav secret letter April 20 1942, 
subject United Nations operations in Pacific theater, 
Cominch has approved deletion paragraph 10 (c) of directive 
to CinCPacific Ocean areas and is recommending substitution 
of the following: Quote 10 C (l) In the exercise of command 
over armed forces which the New Zealand government has 
assigned, or may assign, for the local defense of New 
Zealand, the New Zealand Chiefs of Staff will be the agency 
throiagh which such local command Is exercised. COFS USA 
informed. Quote (2) in the exercise of command the prin- 
ciples of command as set forth In paragraph 14 of A EC 1 
are applicable. Quote (3) v/ith regard to the possible 
movement of New Zealand forces out of New Zealand terri- 
tory, the following by the U 3 Chiefs of Staff to the 
president is self explanatory: 

9.14 
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08 2240 iuote proposals of the TJ 3 Chiefs of 3taff (for opera- 
tions in the Pacific Ocean Areas) made to the President 
as U 3 Commander in Chief are subject to review by him 
from the standpoint of higher political considerations 
and to reference by him to the Pacific War Concul in 
Washington when necessary. The interests of the nations 
whose forces or whose land possessions may be Involved 
in these military operations are further safeguarded by 
the power each nation retains to refuse the use of its 
forces for any project which it considers inadvisable 
unquote the New Zealand Government has accepted change 
and the matter is being referred to u nited States Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, whose concurrence is exoected. ^nd 
Part l f Refer to this as Oominch 082234" 

08 2355 Part 2 of 2 part message. New Zealand Government in 
accepting modification pointed out that the following 
reservations must be borne in mind: (l) New Zealand 
army equipment is of British type. (2) They must keep 
up their middle east forces. (3) They have overseas 
air force commitments for (a) training program in 
Canada, (b) Hew Zealand squadrons in the United Kingdom. 
(4) Consultation with the Prime Minister in New Zealand 
if required for future movements. Upon approval by 
United Stated Joint Chiefs of Staff change to^directive 
to CinC Pacific Ocean Areas will be issue d. £ nd 2 
part message. Refer to this as Cominch 082234. 
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09 1215 OXSMAlgSOPAC to COMSOPAC info gl^BAO. 

Comcub ORE from CACTUS recommends SANTA ANA proceed there 
soon as possible and unload. Gormen CACTUS 080251. In that 
ship is 700 bundles marston and 1200 rolls sommerfield mats. 
3000 drums avras. Both gas and water t ankage . Power shovel. 
All urgently required. Cub ONE executive has verified local- 
ly. Estimated 4 -ays required to unload working 21+ hours. 
He will put on board some miscellaneous equipment recently- 
requested. Foregoing seems p-ood solution if " unloading time 
acceptable and I concur. Proposals my 03706 become alter- 
natives. 9 planes crashed yesterday attempting to use 
CACTUS field which today Wednesday is practically inopera- 
tive. Situation serious and quick action necessary. 

08 0935 COH05N 1st Iv;ARDIV. to OTP 62. Info 00K n 0?AC. 

Urdis 070348. Boats landed vicinity P0038 (not Cincpac 
Grid). 3 miles west of CAPE ESPERANCE. lap force thought 
possibly 1000. Information of strength and exact location 
being gathered by Coast .atelier. Area distant 2 days. 
Movement by trail not feasible for forces with necessary 
arms. Intend to attack as soon as APD's or other suitaole 
water transportation made availa )le to this division. 
Raiders and para troops made attack at TAIVU today. Full 
report on their return. In view this move no further action 
jeing taken your 031652 pending conference your arrival. 

08 2030 C0MINCH to CINCPAC Info C0I.1S0PAC . CQI.1A-IP;IIB?0RS0PAC. 

Cincpac 062015 Marcorps directed to comply my 031313. Re- 
-Dlacements for personnel assigned raider battalion from units 
in STRAV/ will be made at time transfer is effected (about 
1 December) if situation warrants. Latest estimates on 
completion dates for APR's (referred to in Cominch serial 
01500 of July 23 1942 as APC's) are as follows September 
dash 23 October dash 20 November dash 7 total number involved 
50. Estimate 2 mnths from date completion for arrival on 
station Sopac. 

10 0202 OO'S'/ESTSSA^RON to CINCPAC info COMINCH . 

Corawestseaf ron originates. RD0 Hono pass to Cincpac for 
action. RD0 'Tashn pass to Cominch for Info. From General 
DeWitt , Following is paraphrase of personal report from 
Commanding General Alaska Defense Command on FIREPLACE 
Operation: August 26th one Army reconnaissance force landed 
from submarine in KULUK Bay ADAX Island. August 27th one Army 



(Continued on next page) 
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10 0202 



10 0725 



10 1152 



comwest: 



(Continued) 



reconnaissance force landed from submarine at SHAGAK Bay. 
Reconnaissance force on ADAK observed one enemy single 
motor float plane on August 27th. Plane passed from 
Northeast to Southwest and return but apparently did not 
observe our reconnaissance force. No other reports of 
enemy observation or units. Initial garrison transported 
on BELL. SAN MIHIEL and BRANCH arrived KULUK Bay August 
30th. All troops landed on that day. Unloading of 
transports completed September 6th. Troops this incre- 
ment consist of one infantry regiment less one battalion. 
One antiaircraft gun battery. Three antiaircraft auto- 
matic weapons batteries. One antiaircraft searchlight 
battery. One battery coast artillery 15 5 millimeter gun. 
One battery field artillery 105 millimeter howitzer. One 
battery field artillery 75 millimeter pack. Force head- 
quarters. Aircraft warning platoons, and Station com- 
plement. One battalion aviation engineers less one 
company and two platoons quartermaster corps company 
arrived via barge August 31st. Total garrison now ashore 
consists of 184 officers and 4372 enlisted men. Pour 
thousand foot landing strip expected to be ready for 
operation September 10th. End paraphrased. 



C Oi.AMPHFORSOPAC 
T'd by Com3Qpac 



to COMSOPAC 



to CINCPAC 



The situation forecast in your 100725 and nightly bom- 
bardment CACTUS -RINGBOLT indicates urgent need for 
several PacPlt submarines that area. If these are sent 
recommend SoWesPac submarines operate on line NEW 
GEORGIA ISLAND - MANNING STRAIT. 

COMSOPAG to CINCPAC 

This is for Admiral Nimitz from Comsopac. Assume your 
091844 refers only to combatant naval forces which are 
organized as of 11 September as follows units designated 
as~Indicated in PacFlt Con notice 18CN-42 dated Aug. 8s 
Task Force 17 Rear Admiral Murray in HORNET, NORTH 
CAROLINA Crui-ers Rear Admiral Good in NORTHAMPTON, 
PEN3AC0LA SAN DIEGO and Desron 2 plus DALE. HUGHES and 
'.YALKE at present absent on escort assignments will be 
ordered join Taskfor 17 as soon as practicable. Task 
Force 18 Rear Admiral Noyes in WASP Cruisers Rear 
Admiral Scott In SAN FRANCISCO, SALT LANE CITY, HELENA, 
JUNEAU and Desron 12 less W00DW0RTH and MCCALLA plus 
CLARK last named temporarily absent escorting. 



(continued on next page) 
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10 1152 CCMSOPaC to CINCPAC ( Continued) 

Task Forces 17 and 18 together comprise Task Force 61 
Rear Admiral Noyes. Task Force 62 Hear adniral Turner 
Transdivs 3 and 10. Transdiv 12 less CALHOUN GREGORY 
LITTLE. Transdiv 2 less ALMAACK HARRIS. Transdiv 4 
less PROCYOK and ALCYONE plus ALGHIBA . Following units 
of MInron 2: Cominron 2 in HOPKINS, ZANE TREVER, 
SOUTHARD, HOVEY. Transdivs of Task Force 62 are organi- 
zed into Divs In accord my approved dispatch 170341 of 
August. Task Force 63 Rear Admiral McCain CURTISS, 
MACKINAC, MACFARLAND, BALLARD with attached aircraft. 
Task Force 64 Rear Admiral Wright in MINNEAPOLIS, BOISE, 
LEANDER Desdiv 22 plus FARRAGUT MACDONOUGH. Combatant 
units available SoPac area not assigned to Task Forces 
ATLANTA, HULL, AYLWIN, EENHAM Desdiv 15 less WILSON all 
of which currently or prospectively on escort assign- 
ments but later intended in part to augment task forces. 
Also GAMBLE , BREESE, TRACY currently employed in inter- 
base and aircraft tender excort assignments. Not in- 
cluded are Task Force 11 as constituted for return to 
Pearl my 080342 and Task Group 2.12 which I intend 
assign to Task Force 18 as soon as available, with 
Combatdiv 6 In WASHINGTON. ACHILLES made available 
2 months refit FULCRUM commencing mid September. MONOWAI 
utilized for special missions of short duration. 



11 10 28 X:,:AIR°0?AJ to MACKINAC info CCT^SOPAGj JTF 6l. 

At 0500 L (-11) tomorrow Saturday MACKINAC TALLAND depart 
APRICOT retiring to South, All flyable planes take off 
daylight. Those on search proceeding on mission. Remainder 
as a group operate in general area to 3outh and within 60 
miles APRICOT. If no threatening enemy contact received 
from search planes by 0830 L (-11) Task Group 63.5 less 
search planes return APRICOT. As replacement am sending 
one plane from 3UTT0N forenoon tomorrow call 46V35. A 
second plane call 45 v 35 will arrive after completing search 
sector 5. Return any 2 your plane crews via BALLARD. 



918 



September ( GCT ) 

11 1302 COMIUCH TO CIHCPAC COMSOPAC IITFO CGM 12 GOMSEFOR SUBCOM 

It will be possible to embark 1 Army regimental combat 
team of 43rd infantry division approximate strength 5000 
in such a manner as to permit direct routing to White 
Poppy or diversion by you enroute. Estimate this regi- 
ment ready depart U.S. early October. Advise if this 
modification in loading Army units specified in my 
291240 August desired by you. CofS U.S.A. informed. 

13 0933 Comairsopac to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC. CONINCI!. 

When I left at 0645 I (-11) today material situation 
CACTUS OKay except for gas shortage and no Marston mat. 
Personnel very tired - no rest at night account bombard- 
ment by surface craft or by dav account air alerts. 
BUTTON normal. Turner and McCain at BUTTON. 

14 1045 CG CACTUS TO COMSOPAC INTO C CHINCH CIHCPAC 

Enemy attacked throughout night striking at both flanks 
and rear of position. Attack on rear made in strength 
and repulsed only after 3overe fightings. Contact and 

"S mopping up operations continued throughout day. Our 

casualties approximately 35 dead 160 wounded. Enemy 
dead exceeded 500. At 2300 cruiser and 2 D^s bombarded 
Dukum area little damage no casualties. Enemy' zeros 
over at 0700 0300 and 1745. 4 shot down. Our losses 1 
P4. Pilot saved. All times L (-11). 
C.O.MAR 1st Div to C0KS0PA0. CTF 62. 
15 0726 /Your 140120. My 141045. Enemy struck in three areas. 

Cantured operation man indicated attack sent off as planned. 
- Success of either thrust would have given him t enmorary 

v — possession of air field. Thrust at rear was main effort. 

Difficult to determine numbers in night attacks but forces 
on riffht flank and rear oroiably exceeded 2000. Suspect 
destruction of boats bjf aircraft at SAN JORGE Island and 
CAPE ESPSRAWCS as cause. At 1200 love (-11) today al- 
though numerous snipers in nosition patrols to flank and 
rear had only one contact. Main effort made along narrow- 
ridge was stopped by 400 raiders and paratroops under 
Edcon supported by intense artillery fire only after 10 
hours hand to hand fighting during which our troops suffered 
over fifty per cent casualties. 'He have lost three tanks, 
j Our casualties to date are 363 some of which are only 

\J slightly wounded. 
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14 2247 cincpac to co;;no7EF3>Ac info cc;:inqk. coiviso'Ac. sohsuhpac. 

For MacArthur from Nimitz. Plan to olace one tender and six 
modern submarines under operational control Ghormley. For 
best employment these and in view disnosal of S-boats made 
by Oominch 131830 request that as 3-boats withdraw you make 
available for Pacflt sub operations that portion your area 
bounded as follows. On South by lat 233. On west by long 
155-3 to l a t 11 S thence alonp; a line to East Cape on 
southeast NEW GUINEA. Thence northwest along NEW GUINEA 
coast to longitude 142 E. Thence north to equator. 

16 0900 CO'ISOPAC to OTF 64. 65. Info GTF 63 .17. lS.CINC?;^. 

My information indicates possible slackening enemy effort 
against CACTUS for next day or two while reinforcing troops 
ashore for combined repeated attempts. Consider safest 
time entrance CACTUS next 2 days. At your discretion and 
provided sufficient fuel vessels transdiv 2 to make trip 
in and then out to rendezvous, proceed CACTUS reporting 
via DD your intention and ETA CACTUS. Am dispatching 
tanker daylight 17th grid posit OL370 (Long 160-45 t lat 
20-00 S) to arrive 10 hours L (-11) 18th thence to Grid 
Posit G4390 (Long 160-45 E Lat 15-00) arriving daylight 
next morning. Will issue further orders to tanker based 
on your intended movements 

15 0144 C0L1STT : 3PAC to CINCPAC - T'd COHINCH for action. 

In view of questionable value ARGONAUT as a mine-laying 
submarine in enemy waters due to great noise of mine gear 
and vulnerability of mine tube doors and recognized future 
need for combination submarine raider unit and cargo car- 
rier propose converting to an APS by removing mine racking 
equipment welding tube door plantes and installing bunking 
facilities to provide for approximately 176 raiders with 
equipment. Submarine now at yard due to fuel tank leaks. 
Immediate approval desired to effect work without delay in 
Navy v ard. No further extensive alterations or Navy Yard 
work than removal mine rack? welding mine tube doors and 
reballasting intended for present. 
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15 1905 OTP 8 to TF 8 Info COTINC!!. Cr^'^AC, FREE' IAN. Air"" f LAI.' 'J . 

DeV/ITT . 

12 ^_24's 14 P-38's and 14 p -39's conducted coordinated 
low altitude boTnunp and strafins- attack on installations 
KISKA Harbor and on rhios in har wr and vicinity. Results: 
2 mine sweepers at submarine net sunk, direct hits and near 
misses on 3 lar*re carro vessels, hits on several small ves- 
sels and barges j large ^ires in camp area and base, 4 
float zero firhters and 1 enemy oi^lane shot down in flames, 

1 Jap 4 engined patrol olane burned on water, 3 submarines 
strafed by P-39'- with 37 milimeter guns, stores near dock 
strafed and exploded, all installations around harbor 
repeatedly strafed, total enemy casualties estimated at 
about 500, 1 enemy zero and 1 biplane possibly escaped. 
Own casualties: 2 P-38's collided in midair and crashed 
while attacking zero fighter, both pilots missing. Com- 
taskforce eight sends. Cominch Oincpac Freeman and Greens- 
lade all for info. Latter please inform DeWitt. 

15 1235 OTF 17 to QOMrOFAO. 

This supplements my 1st renort. BB 55 escorted by DALE 
and ANDERSON ordered to BLEACHER at 2015 M (-12). Damage 
not serious. About 12 fuel tanks contaminated 120,000 
gallons unusable. Leaving heavy oil slick. None killed 

2 injured 3 unaccounted for. O'BRIEN ordered BUTTON. 
Damage localized forward chiefs quarters. No casualties. 
WASP had 8 fighters and 16 scouts in air. Now on HORNET 
less 1 scout water landed alongside DD. Pilot and pas- 
senger believed recovered. Para. Will send WASP planes 
BUTTON today and recover HORNET 15 scouts now there. Para. 
Condition WASE about 1800 M 15 observed from air. Burning 
fiercely forward of island and slightly down by x>w with 
list to nort. Believe ship beinr abandoned. Remainder 
task force 18 standing by. Para. Will operate north and 
east from BUTTON until comnletion fueling Friday. 
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19 0225 CTF 8 to CINSP. 



'AC Info CO^STO'.VEGTSEAFRON . 



Gontaskfor 8 answers Cincnao 180215 with Comnowestsea- 
fron info adee. TALBOT now at yard BROOKS arriving 
shortly. Suggest conversion of these ? ships begin at 
once. V/iii release DENT HOMPHREYS SANDS WATERS to 
proceed designated West Coast yard about October first 
or as soon as possible after arrival LONG CHANDLER LEMBSS^ 
TON. Ara sending ELLIOT with HONOLULU departing about 
September 20th as this DMS in urgent need of structural 
repairs to be returned this force on completion overhaul. 
Must also return L&WBENOE to Comwest seafron by October 
15th. An having conference DeWitt BUCKNEIj tomorrow sub- 
ject unknown to me. Completion present Phase FIREPLACE 
operations about end October should reduce cruiser com- 
mitment out will comment more fully after conference. 
For normal operations consider four modern destroyers 
adequate screen for four cruisers so G-ILMER KANE SANDS 
can frequently be made available for escort duty unless 
further joint commitments develops for fall and winter. 
Copy by hand to Oomalsec. 
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20 1949 CTF-3 TO CINCPAC COMINCH 

Troops cargo debarking AUOM SKP transports at climate 
screened by 2 DD since forenoon 19th, Troops cargo 
debarked cavern completing occupation. No report yet 
as to status of work of construction of fighter field, 
Buckner and I agreed task one of Fireplace project 
"Seizure and occupation" in accordance Joint Chief Staff 
directive contained in Cominch 050003 completed. Pro- 
ject now in phase of Task 2. Army forces at Longview 
have terminated statoidus task group under my command 
and assumed statoidus unit of ADC. Force now at strength 
approximately 5,000. My supporting operations air and 
surface continue unchanged. 

21 0030 CTF-8 TO CINCFAC COMINCH 

CTF-8 sends to Cincpac Cominch. Intend repeated low 
altitude bombing attacks of Kiska but weather has pre- 
vented repetition since September 14th attack. Kiska 
harbor now netted on line from north head to south 
head prevents for present contemplated MY boat attack 
on shipping there. 
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22 1002 SgMgORACl to CTF 17. 64. CHIRAC . CTF 62, 63. COMINCH. C3DIV 6. 

The following reorganization of Taskforces 17 and 64 is 
effective upon joining of Task Group 66.4 with Task Force 
17 and attached units ray 2'il242. Tactical distri mtion of 
units V »1N0 new taskforces will be effected when practicable 
as directed by senior task force commander. Afirm. Task 
Force 17 striking force Rear Admiral Murray in HORNET, 
WASHINGTON, NORTHAMPTON, PEN8AC0IA, ATLANTA , SAN DIEGO , 
JUNEAU, Desron 2 less O'BRIEN plus J3ENHAM, BARTON and VEADE. 
3aker. Task Force 64 screening and attack force Rear Admiral 
Scott SAN FRANCISCO, MINNEAPOLIS, SALT LAKE CITv, CHESTER, 
BOISE, HELENA, Desron 12 less WGQDWORTH plus NICHOLAS. 
Absent units will be directed .join Taskforces soon as prac- 
ticable . 

to 

21 2207 COT.X^TIFORSOPAC . /COri'TCH. ':!/?/"" U°MC . Info CINCPAC. etc. 

Amphibious combined v/ith jungle warfare in South Pacific 
shows following, Comamphf orsopac sends. Need for rapid 
means to cut trails clear fields of fire and construct field 
fortifications in dense undergrowth. Japanese are making 
major attacks at night by ruse infiltration and direct 
assault. Japanese control is excellent due to effective use 
of small portable radio transmitters and receivers which are 
much superior to our own. Our yellow painted munitions are 
easily spotted by enemy. Aviation bombs are hard to conceal. 
Japanese see our brightly painted grenades either day or 
ni,"tit and throw them back. Need for reducing volume of 
construction materials to be transported. Para. In view of 
foregoing recommend following. Afirm. Provide following 
tools each company three double >itted axes, nine heavy duty 
pack mattocks, nine heavy duty short handled shovels, six 
heavy duty lonf? handled shovels, two post hole diggers, two 
cross cut saws, two dash man. Baker. Double present 
allowance brush hooks. Cast. Provide two commercial macheetes 
with broad hea >y blade for each souad. Do<?. Increase allow- 
ance nails assorted by one ton per division. Easy. Provide 
trip flares of at least one minute duration and long burning 
illuminating projectiles for use in 60 and 81 millimeter mor- 
tars. Fox. Replace present portable radio transmitters and 
receivers vith efficient waterproof li^htwei -ht tyne. George* 
Increase allowance of these radios so platoon leaders have 
them. Hypo, ^rovide efficient -nortable receivers for snuad 
leaders. Inter. Eliminate yellow, red and other aright 
colors. Paint bombs, grenades, fuel drums, and vehicles with 
nonre PlectinP" paint. Army combat vehicles paint suitable 
except color should be mettled ereen. Jig, Provide one 
small portable sawmill with power unit per regiment. King* 
Double prespnt allowance hand carts. Mike,. Three utility 
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SEPTET T-lR (GOT) 
21 2207 CO-A' ~>KI^ F i^""-\-^ (Continued) 

•part for second Mardiv recommended as follows. Love. Leave 
scout car company and one fifty five millimeter howitzer 
battalion in United States. Mike, Orouns three and five 
enuipnent and nersonal :>af^are particular neuter clothing be 
reduced to minimum. Ne^at. Vehicles be only those suitaole 
for rou^h terrain no sedans nor station wa^ans. Option. 
Plan for five units of fire fifty days rations accompany 
troops in landings plan f or enual amounts as reserve with 
second base deoot LQNCJBOW, 

20 2130 ctf 8 to r?'jTO0T;jn - y. ci'-q^ac. to a. tuitt, tcard, r~:t;s: . 

This is CTF 8 Op Order 11-42. Organization. Task Group 
8.12. Mike Division 1, TUITT, SICARD, MONTGOMERY, RAMSAY. 
Information. Own Army Forces have occupied A DAK and ATKA 
Islands and are garrisoning and constructing landing fields 
thereon. Consideraole movement of friendly shinning includ- 
ing transports car^o and submarines vicinity of "ALEUTIAN 
Chain. Japanese have seized JTSLA and AT71J Inlands. Eaenaf 
base on KIT. A Harbor. Enemy forces in vicinity may include 
combatant ships all types olus land and seaplanes plus 
several types auxiliaries. Code name LONGVIEV/ Is ADAK, and 
CAVERN is ATKA. Plan. Mime designated approaches to 
LONG-VIEW and provide antisubmarine screens and escorts as 
directed. Task. Mine Division 1 lay mines in approaches to 
KULUK Bay in accordance with instructions which will be 
received upon arrival LONGVIEW. Provide anti suomarine 
coverage and escorts as directed. Proceed LONGVIE'/Y via AMUKTA 
PASS, thence through point 20 miles north of NORTH CAPE 
ATKA ISLAND, thence through point 20 miles north of FALLOW 
HMD on GREAT SITKIN ISLAND, and thence to LONGVIEW. Enter 
KULDK BAY only through northern entrance and during daylight. 
Report arrival UONGVIEV 1 / via first airplane returning to 
a JUT OH EAR 10 R or Communications. Accordance Pac 70 

except miard NPG Fox Instead of NPM Fox. Maintain strict 
radio silence. Obtain standard communication plan LONG-VIEW 
and comnly. 
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September (GOT) 

23 1326 COMSOPAC to COMCUB 1 and 13. COMAIRSOPAC . etc. 

The following policy is established relative to the 
employment of CUB ACORNS and Naval Construction Battalions 
in the WHITE POPPY BUTTON CACTUS RINGBOLT areas: (a) 
All materials and personnel of CUBS 1 and 13 and construc- 
tion battalions 6 and 7 now in BUTTON CACTUS RINGBOLT are 
available for any one of those bases. ACORN ONE less its 
construction battalion will be landed at BUTTON and will 
be available for same bases. Decision as to priorities of 
needs between those bases as effects aviation construction, 
facilities and operations Is a function of Comairsopac. 
(0) Option ACORN ONE on arrival report to CG BUTTON under 
urine it>le unity of command as CO Naval Advanced Base 
BUTTON. <b) CO CUB 13 desismated as CO Base Construction 
Depot WHITE POPPY which includes materials and personnel 
of CUBS 1 and THIRTEEN now at WHITE POPPY and the construc- 
tion battalion accompanying ACORN ONE. This depot will 
be employed for construction of WHITE POPPY base. (c) In 
general additional construction material and personnel sent 
this area will be received by the Base Construction Denot 
WHITE POPPY and will be available for movement forward by 
increments as needed, however present and future needs of 
personnel and material and extent of unloading facilities 
and congestion of port will be factors in deciding the port 
of debarkation of future shipments. Advanoed areas will 
advise Comsopac as to requirements not available at BUTTON 
or in ACORN ONE, My 072206 modified to accord with above. 
Action COMCUBONE, COMAIRSOPAC, COMGEN CACTUS, COMGEN BUTTON. 
COMCUB 13 has by hand for action. Anderson pass to COM 
ACORN ONE for action. Action addees acknowledge by air- 
mailgram. Following have by hand for info COMSSRONSOPAC, 
COMGENSOPAC , C OMAMPHI 3S0PAC . 

23 1251 COMSOPAC to VICEOPNAV. CINCPAC. Info COM 12 COMSERONPAC . 

BUDOCKS. 

WHITE POPPY has of necessity become extremely active and 
congested port. Unloading handling storing and housing 
facilities totally inadequate or non existent. Urgent 
requirement of extreme importance to present operations is 
equipment to get large quantities of cargo from ship to 
shore. Request earliest nossi )le shipment of following 
items robbing all available LION CUB ACORN or other stocks 
with immediate shipment of availa >le items. Twenty self 
propelled barges of each of three sizes 50 ton, 100 ton 
and 250 ton. After cargo congestion of this port has been 
relieved some of these barges will je moved forward. All 
barges desired self propelled type. 20 wharf units five by 



(Continued on next page) 
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September (QCT) 

23 1251 CQMSOPAC (Continued) 

twelve standard. 20 bridge units. 12 five ton truck 
spares. 12 five ton crawler cranes, 6 fifteen ton 
crawler cranes. 20 five ton dump trucks. 40 ten wheel 
trucks ten pickup trucks. 20 jeeps ouarter ton. Five 
5 ton HTSTER trucks. Two automotive repair shops. Two 
floating pile drivers complete. Piles lumber and hardware 
for foray by 500 foot pier with 60 foot piles. All above 
items to be complete with auxiliary equipment tools spare 
parts with two sets of general hand tools. Of a x>ve items 
pontoon and weight handling equipment will be of greatest 
immediate usefulness. 



23 2249 CINCPAC to COMINCH. COMDT MAROONS. Info COMSQPAG, 0PNAV. etc . 

Concur recommendations Comamphl of orsopac 212207 except 
leaving 155 mm howitzer battalion in U.S. Although im- 
mediate operations do not require this artillery because 
enemy had not yet consolidated his positions future opera- 
tions against defended places will beyond doubt require 
powerful artillery. 155 mm should be in area when needed. 
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24 2311 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMSWPAC. OTF 17 62 63 64. 

Ghormley sends. Operations 24th. 4 enemy DDs attacked by 
8 SBDs 150 miles northwest GUADALCANAL. No damage. 1215 
L (-11) 24th bombed enemy transports SHORTLAND Island and 
TONOLEH HARBOR with Bl7s. 22 enemy vessels including CL 
there. Ceiling 15,000 feet. Three hits 6 near hits. 20 
enemy fie-hting Dlanes defended. 1 sure 3 possibly shot 
down. On GUADALCANAL 23rd extended ground patrols indicate 
no enemy vicinity position except stragglers. 1 Jap killed 
1 prisoner. Continued air strafing TASSAFRONGA to SAPURU. 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. 23rd 1 of 5 single engines 
single float planes at Manning Strait attacked 317 and was 
shot down, Bombed REKaTA with incendiaries and 100 pound 
bombs , 

25 1456 C0M50PAC TO COMINCH COMSWPACFOR CTF 62^17-63-64 CINCPAC 

Operations 25th. On Guadalcanal 24th 1 battalion on ex- 
tended patrol made contact 4 miles to south of position 
at sunset. Fighting continued into night when enemy with- 
dr ew* Our losses 7 dead 25 wounded. Enemy losses not 
yet reported. 4 enemy DDs towing landing boats were 
attacked by 2 SBDs 2100 L (-11) 24th. Despite repeated 
attacks by other SBDs and TBFs enemy ships continued 
toward Guadalcanal until 0130 when within 8 miles Cape 
Espe ranee were turned away. Damage unknown. Rekata Bay 
24th B-17 encountered 3 float zeros one type 95 single 
float seaplane. Latter shot down. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. 

25 1950 CTF-8 to TF-8 info CINCPAC COMINCH etc. 

Reconnaissance Chichagof Harbor and Holtz Bay by B-24 on 
22 and 23 September drew no gun fire from either place 
planes flying as low as 200 feet. No vessels in harbor 
no sign of life ashore. Pilot reports Installations 
between Chichacof and Holts have been abandoned, No guns 
observed in emplacements. Photographs verified this ob- 
servation and in addition show dock In Chichagof Harbor 
has been removed. Original houses of village remain. 
These observations Indicate that the Ja panes have aban- 
doned Attu. The presence of light nine layers recently 
at Attu indicate the possibility that harbors have been 
mined. Action of enemy probably influenced by the vul- 
nerability of small outlying garrisons. Have Issued 
orders to destroy the remaining buildings and installa- 
tions on A ttu. This from CTF-0. NPM pass to Cincpac 
and NSS pass to Cominch both for info. 
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SEPTEMBER (GOT) 

26 0434 COMSOPAC TO CG POPPY INFO CINGPAC COM INCH etc. 

For action CG Poppy info CG Sopac CG White Poppy 
Comgenseronsopac and Captain Dudley have by hand. 
Comaopac sends. Captain Roy Dudley is herewith tem- 
porarily designated as Commanding Officer US Naval 
Advanced Base White Poppy will report to CG Poppy for 
this duty under principal of unity of command and 
will proceed with the organization and development 
of the base which is to include the following naval 
shore activities in the port area port directors office, 
Base construction depot, Receiving Station, Naval 
supply depot, Naval aviation supply depot, naval 
ammunition depot, Mobile hospital, section base, Naval 
radio station, Radio material office, Public w orks 
Office, Fleet post office, Naval dispensary andother 
naval activities that may be assigned. 



26 0645 



CTF-8 TO CINCPAC COMINCH 



CTF-8 sends. Considerable increased activity at Kiska 
many large ships in the harbor one large ship probably 
submarine tender observed south of the island. Cause 
this increased activity not yet apparent. Am intensi- 
fying offensive air and submarine operation and tight- 
ening coverage Fireplace while increasing scouting 
observation until enemy Intentions are determined. 
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26 12 56 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. COMSOWESPAC. CTF 17 62 63 64. COMINCH, 

Operations 26th. REKATA BAY 25th B17 strafed beach sileno- 
ing 2 machine gun emplacements damaging 1 single engine 
float Bi-plane on water. Same day TONOLEI HARBOR 2 317 f s 
bombed ships. Believe 1 500 pound bomb hit stern CA. In 
harbor 15 miles southeast BUKA PASSAGE 1 317 bombed 3 ships. 
Believe 1 500 pound hit stern AV. TONOLEI HARBOR 25th B17 
saw 12 single engine float biplanes and float zeros. Shot 
down 3 in flames. Another probably. GUADANCANAL 25th 
extensive air and ground patrolling continued. Area from 
KOLI POINT to MATANIKOU RIVER free of enemy forces. All 
approaches and entire coastline covered by air search 
from 1500 to 0130 L (-11) 26th but no contact. VBCOGE 
area bombed, Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to Mac Arthur. 

26 1259 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. VICE OPNAV . 

Recommend decision as to location of South Pacific ad- 
vanced base depot be deferred as situation is changing too 
rapidly. SUVA not favored as administration would be 
difficult. An emergency advanced base denot is being set 
up at WHITE POPPY for CUB materials which could not be 
delivered at forward bases. Vice Opnavs 241938 is the des- 
patch on which this is comment. 

26 1302 COMINCH to CINGPAG. Info COM 12. COMGENDEFFOR SAMPAN GROUP, etc , 

Consider that Army and Marine units which may oe moved up 
to forward positions should receive Amphibious training. 
Anticipate establishing limited number of Amphibious train- 
ing groups (as equipment and personnel become available) in 
key locations in central and South Pacific areas, each to 
consist of 1 standard landing craft unit organized as 
directed Cominch serial 00811 of August 16 1942, Should 
you concur, suggest locate your groups as follows, STRAW, 
FANTAN or WHITE POPPY, SP00NER, and COPPER. Training 
groups in South Pacific Area under general control of Com- 
amphforsopac . War Department concurs in aoove plan and 
suggested locations. Advise. Oomsopac pass to C of S 
US Army (Sopac Theater) for info. 

26 2020 CTF 8 to TF 8. Info 0MWESTSEAFR0N , COMINCH. CINGPAG. etc. 

Comtaskfor 8 sends. 15 bombers and 28 pursuit attacked 
KISKA September 25. Preliminary results as reported by 
PBY: 1 AK left burning, 1 seanlane fighter shot down and 
6 out of 10 seaplane fighters destroyed on water. Photo 
KISKA HAP BOP. show 2 AK f s or AP f s, 2 minelayers. 8 smaller 
craft and many motor launches. Amplifying report will be . 
made when full particulars are known here. 
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26 2330 CTF 8 to TF 8. Info COMINCH. CINCFAC. COM 12, Etc. 

Comtaskforce 8 262020 amplified. 9 B-24's took part in 
attack with 11 P-39's and 1? P-40* s, 1 3-17 and 1 B-24 
photo shins. Renort hits on 1 trananort 2 submarines 
strafed, 1 float r>lane shot down and from 5 to 8 float 
planes out of 20 caught on surface. Shore installations 
strafed. Enemy casualties estimated 150. Only minor 
damage to our clanes, 2nd attack attempted in afternoon 
forced to turn back due to weather. 3 B-24's bombed shore 
installations on previous day. Extent of damage to enemy 
unknown. Stations addressed deliver locally for info to 
Cominch, Cincpac, Admirals Greens lade and Freeman and SanFran 
also to General DeWitt. 

27 1436 C0MS0FAC TO COMINCH CINCFAC COMSWPAC CTF 64 65 62 17 . 

Operations 27th, 26th 8 B-17s struck shipping Falsi 
Shortland. 1 large AP hit heavily left burning probably 
sunk. 1 OA hit on stern left afire, 3 float zeros and 

3 float biplanes shot down. B-17 on patrol at Falsi 
attacked by 4 float zeros. 1 damaged forced land In 
water. B-17 on patrol Rekata Bay strafed single engine 
float biplane on beach. 26th small enemy force was con- 
tacted west Matanikau river. Was being encircled morn- 
ing 27th. Patrols on Florida killed 9 captured 3, 
Ghormley sends, Carpender pass to Mac Arthur, 27th at 
Guadalcanal 1355 Love (-11) 18 Jap bombers escorted by 
13 fighters were engaged by our fighters. Enemy losses 

4 bombers 5 fighters. All our planes returned, 1 SBD 
on ground destroyed. 

28 1326 C0M50PAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC COMSWPAC , CTF 62 63 64 17. 

Operations 28th. While on patrol 27th plane shot down 1 
single float binlane 35 miles south GIZO. Same day B-17 
near NANFNAGA ISLAND attacked by Jap seaplane. Ghormley 
sends. Carpender pass to Mac Arthur. GUADALCANAL had its 
49th air raid 28th. 2 5 Jap bombers 18 zeros at 1345. Our 
fighters intercepted. Japs jettisoned bombs. Jap losses 
23 bombers 1 zero. Our losses no pilots no planes no damage. 
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29 1226 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. OINCPAC. COMSWESPAG , GTF 17 62 63 64, 

Operations 29th. On GUADALCANAL during night 26th-2?th 
enemy reinforced his position at MATANIKATJ. Operations 
continuing at last report but enemy not yet dislodged. 
Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to Mac Arthur . Air opera- 
tions impeded bad weather. 

30 0030 GTF 8 to TF 8. COMINCH, GINCPAC, COMGEN WDC . COMWESTSEAFRON. etc , 

Attack on KISKA Sept 27th by 6 B 24* s: Dropped 48 500 pound 
bombs from altitude of 1 to 3000 feet on ships in harbor and 
shore installations, shot down 1 float zero, no further 
damaged reports as yet, no losses, most AA fire received 
from ships in harbor. Also 27th Sept 3 bombers attacked 
enemy transport and destroyer 100 miles north KEMICHI, near 
misses in stern causing transport to stop. Night attack 
on KISKA 28 September by 8 B24's supported by 17 fighters: 
4 float zeros shot down, 1 submarine reported sunk with 
500 pound Domb, hits and near misses by 8 500 pound bombs 
on 1 transport considered badly damaged and sinking, all 
bombing at 5000 feet, 64 500 pound bombs dropped on ships 
and shore installations, AA opposition stronger than on 
previous attack, our losses one P 39 down at sea 5 miles 
southeast LITTLE KISKA pilot believed lost, one B-24 
hydraulic system damaged by gun fire andcracked up on 
landing 1 of crew slightly wounded, 3 destroyers left KISKA 
harbor during attack. 2nd attack launched 1058 W (plus 10) 
no reports as yet. Catalina dropped 2 charges 28th along- 
side small enemy freighter 50 miles north of BULDIR with 
possible damage to freighter. Also 28th September bombers 
burned and photographed ATTU village no opposition however 
weather plane reported being fired on from ATTU, no amplify- 
ing report but possible indication presence of lookout 
station. 
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SEPTEMBER (GOT) 

30 2335 CTF-3 TO TP-8 INFO CINCPAG COMINCH COM-14 etc, 

Comtaskfor 8 amplified report of operations 28 Sept. 
3 B-24s destroyed with thermite bombs all buildings 
Attn village except church, heavy explosions among 
houses during fire, bombers then dropped 4 thermite 
bombs astradle freighter north of Buldir Island also 
strafed ship silencing AA guns. 5 B-24s supported by 
16 fighters In afternoon attack on KIska bombed shipping 
at 9000 feet, near misses, no interception, no battle 
damage. 3 B-24s bombed freighter north of SIrius Point 
at 1 to 4000 feet, near misses. Observation south of 
KIska reports tents, stores, excavation, auxiliary 
vessel and boat in Gertrude Cove, encountered 37mm fire. 
No morning mission 29th due to weather. Deliver locally 
to Comlnch Gincpac Freeman and Greenslade all for Info. 
Latter to inform Dewltt. Buckner has by hand. 

30 1022 COMAMPHFORSOPAC TO BUSH IPS OPHAV INFO GINCPAC COMINCH Etc. 

This is part 1 of Comamphf orsopac 301030. Following 
despatches not to all addees are referenced. Comtrans- 
groupsopac 232350 August. Bushlps 022231. RDO Washing- 
ton 032120. Com 12 230120. My 232249, 250607 and 290604. 
Incident to operations August September following land- 
ing craft have been left at bases Cactus Ringbolt Button 
Fetlock and are necessary to their operation maintenance 
and support: Tank lighters 26 tare roger 55 tare 74. 
Due weather and enemy action others have been damaged 
beyond repair. Replacement boats actually received 
form negligible proportion of above total. In addition 
to actual existing deficiency of approximately 150 boats 
(33 percent) in 18 ships of transgroups boat engines 
and spare parts are being depleted at an alarming rate. 
This due to continuous necessity utilize large number 
boats In loading unloading and shifting cargo without 
dock or adequate water transport and lack boat repair 
and maintenance facilities at forward bases. 

30 1030 Part two. Some boats not operatable due lack of neces- 
sary engine parts. This force as a whole therefore 
not now ready for large scale task by reason boat 
deficiencies. Para none of references indicate any 
replacement tank lighters enroute this area and this 
type is essential. Para previous request have been to 
small and have failed to envision past present and pros- 
pective needs. Para in addition to replacement existing 
deficiency of 150 landing craft, replacement plans should 
provide starter stock 50 percent spare boats latter to 
be increased to 100 percent within next 6 months plus 
additional numbers for training pools. Corresponding 

Increase in repair and maintenance facilities afloat and 
at bases this area also required. Para request this t>e Q ^^ 
threated as urgent requisition and that movement boats 00^ 
and parts to this foree be expedited. End. 



OCTOEER (GOT) 

01 0454 COMSOPAC TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC OPNAV. 

Request acorns 3 and 4 be shipped to White Poppy. Comlnch 
172240. Recommend plans be held in abeyance for shipment 
to Sopac area of remaining 4 acorns. Request 1 complete 
Yards and Cocks component of Cub including 1 construction 
battalion be sent to White Poppy. Lion components depend 
on approval of projects for spooner but the current im- 
portance of bases in spooner has decreased and White 
Poppy development is of the greatest urgency in view of 
extremely limited shore facilities. Critical items are 
equipment for unloading and weight handling, water 
transportation, tugs, and spare parts for all such equip- 
ment. Following additional recommendations are also in 
answer to Vice Opnav 241725 regarding escort vessels. 
For major maintenance base Auckland directive for which 
has been issued by Opnav recommend surface ship repair 
component of Lion including also 1 flating drydock ARD 2 
type . For voyage repairs Borabora Samoa Tongatabu and 
Noumea recommend repair facilities equivalent to an AD 
plus an ART 2 dock at Tongatabu. Vice Opnav letter 
020803 August 17 not received. 
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OCTOBER (GOT) 

30 1300 COMSOPAO to CINCPAC, CCWSWPAC , COMINCH, MacARTHUR. TG 62.6. etc . 

Operations 30th, On GUADALCANAL during 28th and 29th con- 
tinued patrol activity but no contact. Enemy remains in 
occupation MITANJJCAU line. FLORIDA patrol killed five Japs 
at HAROVO. No casualties our patrol. 29th at 1400 love (-11) 
about 20 zeros followed by small group bombers approached from 
-northwest. One squadron our fighters intercepted zeros. 
Bombers jettisoned northwest SAVO and fled. Two zeros probably 
four shot down. Our loss one plane one pilot. 30th ALHENA 
reports being torpedoed while returning from CACTUS Lat 10-47 
south long 161-16 east. Shaft sprung, NAVAJO enroute to tow 
her. Ghormley sender Carpender pass to MacARTHUR, 

01 1716 C0M30PAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COKSOWESPAC. CTF 17 62 63 64. 

Fires started Jap gasoline storage REKATA BAY 30th by ? 
quarter ton bombs. Operations first, 29th GUADALCANAL patrol 
activity only. No ground contact. Search planes destroyed 
2 float biplanes bombed AA Installations REKATA Bay, 4 enemy 
boats landing supplies VI SALE attacked by our search planes 
later by P-400's and SBD's, P-400's bombed strafed enemy 
trucks and troops near K0KUMB0NA, Yesterday's reoort air 
action GUADALCANAL should read 4 shot down probably 6. 
GHORMLEY sends. Carpender pass to MacARTHUR. GUADALCANAL 
30th usual patrols. SBD f s. attacked REKATA BAY damaging 2 
float planes and burning dump. SBD's and P-400's attacked 
supply dump K0KUMB0NA and TENARU. No plane losses. 

01 2100 CTF-8 TO TF-8 INFO COMINCH CINCPAC COMWES & NORWES, SEAFRON 

Attack on Kiska September 30th made by 9 B-24s at altitude 
of 15000 ft. Photographs show one possible two direct hits 
one near miss on transport left burning. Three fires started 
in camp area. AA fire heavy but inaccurate. One bomber 
attacked by two pursuits. No damage to own planes, Septem- 
ber 29th photo ship dropped bombs at low level and strafed 
deck of small cargo ship which was bombed 28th north of Attu, 
No opposition or sign of life. Possibly abandoned. Photos 
taken. Comtasfor 8 sends. NS5 pass to Comlnch, NPM to 
Cincpac. NPC to Comnorwestseaf rontler and NPG to Comwestseaf ron, 

01 0812 COMSOPAC TO COMINCH INFO CINCPAC . 

Com3opac replying to Cominch 181236, Carrier task forces have 
now U3ed V/hite Poppy as replenishment anchorage on two accasions. 
Carrier anchored Great Road just inside anti torpedo net 
cruisers generally berthed Dumbea Bay due necessity use Great 
Road berths to facilitate unloading cargo ships with limited 
dock and barge facilities. Only one berth inside Great Road 
feasible for carrier or battleship. Dumbea Bay affords large 
number BAT ships berths satisfactory except no underwater 
protection. Material on hand for 2 individual anti torpedo 
nets not yet prepared for use due employment net detail in- 
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OCTOBER (GCT) 

01 0812 (Continued) 

stalling Grdat Road and Little Entrance nets. 2 nets 
on hand expected ready within 2 weeks. Following under- 
water defense equipment requires to make safe anchorage 
for single carrier task force. A. material for 3 additional 
individual anti torpedo nets. B. Sound equipped gate 
barges to detect sub attempting entry behind ship. C. 
Small craft sound equipped to patrol in vicinity of loop. 
Simultaneous use of White Poppy as replenishment anchor- 
age by 2 carrier task groups not considered advisable. 

30 0049Z C OF 5 ARMY TO CG HAWDEPT INFO CINCPAC. 

397/29th - To provide amphibious training for units your 
command in preparation for possible assumption offensive 
action in Pacific, Cominch contemplates dispatching your 
area one standard landing craft unit capable of trans- 
porting reinforced infantry battalion (Cominch dispatch 
£61302 NCR 9532), Your comments desired on the following 
plan for establishment of amphibious training center: 1. 
Initial location on Island of Hawaii with a view to giving 
training to units of 27th division without unnecessarily 
interfering with accomplishment of assigned mission. 2. 
Movement of training center or combat units so as to 
provide rotational training of all divisions your command 
for Hawaiian Department {signed Marshall). 3. Amphibiously 
trained units echeloned forward as needed for offensive 
action. 4. Forces echeloned forward to be replaced by 
mainland units which will in turn be trained in amphibious 
and jungle warfare. Complexity of defensive organization 
on Island of Oahu fully appreciated by war department. 
However, deemed necessary to train 24th and 25th divisions 
with view toward their possible utilization elsewhere on 
offensive missions and assumption their present functions 
by less well trained division. Priority radio reply 
desired to include requirements in Army boat and shore 
units necessary to augment navy landing craft unit to 
provide training on scale you feel essential. Marshall. 
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02 1436 COMSOPAC TO CTFs 17.62.63.64 CINCPAC COMINCH COMSOWESPAC 

Sopac operations. October 1st 5 SBDs 5 TBFs from GUADAL- 
CANAL attacked 4 Jap DDs lat 09-05 S, Long 158-05 E, at 
1900 L (-11). 1 DD damaged left dead In water. 3 TBPs 
failed return. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to Mae- 
Arthur . 

02 2025 CTF-S to TF 8 info CINCPAC COMINOH etc. 

7 B-24s from 15,000 feet bombed seaplane base and other 
installations Kiska Harbor and main campwtih incendi- 
ary and demolition bombs during morning October one. 
Fires observed. Photos taken. Enemy shipping evidently 
now being routed well north of Kiska and close to track 
of Russian ships. From CTF-8. Stations addressed 
deliver locally to Cominch Cincpac West and Norwest Sea 
Frontier Comdrs and Comgen West Def Command. 

02 2120 COMINCH TO CINCPAC INFO CTF 8 COCTEST & NORWEST SEAFRON 

If you are not an addressee do not decode further, 
Dewitt and Theobald have agreed on the following garri- 
sons: (A) Adak about 11,000 including 2 regimental 
combat teams 1 regiment AA artillery 15 light tanks 

8 155mm guns and 8 105mm or 75mm field guns. (B) Tanaga 
about 4,000 including 1 battalion infantry reinforced 

2 batteries auto weapons AA 4 155mm CA guns and 4 105mm 
or 75mm field guns. Para 2 War department considers it 
impracticable at this time to Increase present commit- 
ments to 11th air force which are 30 heavy bombers 40 
medium bombers and 155 fighters . Pars 3 The chief of 
Staff Army and I consider that under present circum- 
stances the aforementioned forces are adequate for area 
in question. 

03 1356 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. COMINCH, COMSWPAC . CTF 62.63.64.17. 

Daily dope. Sopac operations. GUADALCANAL 1st October 
only one ground contact. One prisoner. P-400 f s and 
artillery straffed small hostile groups from KOKUM BUNA 
to VISALE. Hostile plane over GUADALCANAL 2130 Love (-11), 

3 more at 0405 love 2nd, Dropped few bombs igniting gas 
dump. 80 foot boat with antenna and radio equipment 
straffed set on fire by B-17's reconnaissance at GREEN- 
WICH ISLAND. Reconnaissance planes REKATA BAY 2nd dropped 
ten 100 pounders. Large explosion in palm grove, October 
2nd usual ground patrols. No contact. One prisoner. 30 

V^, zeros followed by small group bombers our area at 1310 

no bombs dropped four zeros shot down. Our losses 6 
fighters four pilots. One S3D landed in water. Gunner 
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03 1356 COMSOPAC (Continued). 



resscued pilot killed. Two SBD's failed to return search. 
Single hostile plane over area at 2100 and 0430. Japs 
attacked by P-400 at NARABO, TENARO, KOKUM and POINT CRUZ. 
Crews of three TBF's lost on first reported rescued. Morn- 
ing search disclosed large group enemy landing boats well 
camouflaged inside VIRU repeat VIRU HARBOR south coast NEW 
GEORGIA, On afternoon third 9 enemy DD one CA sighted 
northwest of CACTUS. 7 SBD and TBF attacked cruiser and 2 
DD lat 08-32 south long 158-15 east at 1715 love with no 
apparent damage. Ships observed to continue on course 120 
speed 30 until 1800. Ghormley sends. Caroender pass to 
Mac ARTHUR. 

03 2010 11 B-24's and 6 P-39's attacked KISKA HARBOR and installa- 
tions morning of October 2nd. 25 1,000 demolition bombs 
dropped from 10,000 feet on 2 cargo ships, no direct hits 
observed. 71 500 pound demolition bombs dropped in camp 
area, hits throughout area, direct hit on hangar at seaplane 
ramp. 1 Jap biolane destroyed by B-24, 4 zero float fighters 
shot down by P-39 T s. Our losses 2 killed in head on attack. 
AA fire heavier and more accurate than usual particularly 
from north HEAD. Shore stations deliver info copies. NSS 
to Gominch NPM to Cincpac NPC to Comnowestseaf ron. NPG to 
Comweseafron and Comgen Y/DC. 

05 0211 COMFO'VESPACTrOR to COMINCH Info CINOPAC. COMSTTBFQWEFPAC. 

Plans now developed advance base EXMOUTH GULF with further 
plans move bases northward soon as possible. Part 2 from 
Comsowespacfor action ^ominch Info Cincpac Comsubsowespac. 
2 vessels Subdiv 201 have reported Cincpac and last 2 ves- 
sels this division depart SUMAC about 19th October. Recom- 
mend as follows (A) Complete transfer to Southwest Pacific 
Force of Subron 6 and 8 total 24 submarines as proposed in 
Cincpac Serial 0192 of 26 August. (B) Transfer Subdivs 21, 
22 and 202 in exchange accordance schedule proposed same 
reference. (C) Retain 3 tenders {PSLIAS, HOLLAND and 
GRIFFIN) in Southwest Pacific area. HOLLAND to be trans- 
ferred Cincpac in exchange for FULTON at date to be determined 
later. (D) In addition retain Subdiv 53 (6 S type subs) until 
additional division fleet submarines arrives to relieve 
them. (E) Complete assignment at least 30 fleet submarines 
this area at earliest date. This number to be increased to 
36 soon thereafter as possible. 
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05 0150 COMSOWSPPAOFOR to COMING H Info CINCPAC. C0MSU3S0;fESPAC . 

Cominch Serial 00928 of 6 September 1942. Minimum 30 
fleet subs plus 3 tenders required this area to comply with 
the provisions above reference as applied Southwest Pacific 
Area. 20 Fleet submarines plus 2 tenders inadequate. 
Minimum 12 subs plus 1 tender renuired adobe to support 
offensive operations in the Solomon area where major Jap 
forces and effort now concentrated. Reference ComSWPacFor 
160419 of Sept in which Gominch concurs by his 161345. 
This action Cominch info Cincpac Comsubsowespac from Com- 
sowespacfor. Consider Griffin plus docking facilities 
adobe capable cope with all logistic and repair problems 
except major overhaul and modernization. Minimum HJ subs 
plus 2 tenders required cover major supply routes Indo 
China Philippines plus strategic shipment routes by blocade 
runners to and from Europe. Completion marine railway 
Pinafore where 1st sub just docked gives equal facilities 
that port as Adobe. Part 2 follows, 

03 2201 COHORT 1st MARDIV to C0MS0PAG Info C0MAIRS0PAC. CTff 62. 

No ground contact. 15 landing boats attacked at VIRU HARBOR. 
All destroyed or damaged. 30 zeros overhead at 1300. 7 
Grummans made contact shooting down 9 certain 1 probaole. 
AA shot down 2 certain 1 probable when 3 zeros attempted 
strafe field. Our losses 1 Grumman pilot rescued. Jap 
bombers following zeros turned back 85 miles CACTUS. 9 
DDs 1 CA sighted 1500 by evening search Lat 08-30 South 
Long 158-20 East. Force protected by over 20 zero land 
planes. Striking force attacking 1715 opposed only by float 
biplane. No hits. Ships attacked during night. 1 hit on 
CA near SAV0. 3 DDs at MARAV0V0, 3 at VISALE, 3 at TASKAF0R- 
ONGA believed unloading troops and supplies. All were at- 
tacked out damafe unknown. 1 SBD failed to return. Scat- 
tered bombing during night by single Jap planes. Hostile 
groups totaling 7 DD 1 CA heading Northwest nicked up by 
morning search 120 miles CACTUS . Speed 20. CA smoking at 
stern. Our planes now on strike. 

05 2030 CTF 8 to TF 8. CG ALASKA DSF. RDO BREMERTON. SAN FRAN, etc. 

Comtaskfor 8 summary action Oct. 3rd. Six B-24*s supported by 
4 P-38's 8 P-39's in attack on KISKA. 5 bombers concentrated 
on hangar and camp area dropped eighty 100 pound incendiaries 
and 12 500 pound demolition bombs from 10 to 11000 feet ob- 
served hits on target. One bomber dropped 5 1000 pound bombs 
on cargo ship beached near TROUT LAGOON results unobserved. 
Our fiehters shot down six twin float Jap fighters 5 at 16000 
feet and one which attacked bombers, AA fire light and in- 
accurate. All our planes returned without damage. Shipping 
observed KISKA one medium AK beached one mile West South Head. 
One large AK beached near TROUT LAGOON. One medium AK West of 



{Continued on next page) 



939 



05 2030 OTF 8 (Continued) 

North Head. Two small DDs patrolling entrance. One AK 
second cove West TWIN ROCKS. One AK off REYNARD cove. 
Enemy planes dropped 39 bombs on L0 NO-VIEW at 0400 W (plus 10) 
no damage. Info radio stations pass to following local com- 
mands for info Cominch, Gincpac, Gomnorwesseafron , Comgen TOG 
and Comwesseaf ron. 

Mac ARTHUR 

05 1226 C0MS0PAC TO COMINCH CINGPAG COMSWPAC CTF 17,62.65.64 Info/ 

Sopac operations. Guadalcanal 3rd no ground contact. 15 
Jap landing barges at Viru harbor New Georgia attacked by 
our planes. All destroyed or damaged. 30 zeros overhead 
1300 (-11) 3rd. 7 Grummans contacted shot down 9 certain 
1 probable. AA shot down 2 certain 1 probable when zeros 
attempted strafe field. Our losses 1 plane pilot saved. 
Jap bombers followed zeros turned back 85 miles from Guadal- 
canal. Jap ships consisting 1 OA 9 DDs landed reinforce- 
ments during night 3rd - 4th. Cur planes attacked through- 
out night. Reported 1 hit CA near 3a vo. 1 SBD failed re- 
turn. Enemy 3hips found by morning search 120 miles nor th- 
west Guadalcanal. Consisted 1 CA smoking at stern 7 DDs. 
Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. Striking 
force after them secured 2 torpedo hits on CA. During 4th 
October 2 small ground contacts along Matanikau. Jap 
losses 2 killed 3 wounded 1 prisoner. No marine casualties. 
SBDs and P-400s attacked Jap installations West Gape Tagura 
Point . 

06 2114 CTF-17 TO COMSOPAC INFO CTF 62.63.64 COMINCH CINGPAG etc. 

Results of attack Buin Falsi Tonolel area 5 October. 
Originator CTF 17. 16 fighters 18 dive bombers 15 torpedo 
planes participating. Dropped 8 1000 pound bombs 32 500 
pound bombs. Extremely unfavorable weather prevented re- 
mainder attacking. Hits as follows. 1000 pounders 1 heavy 
cruiser 1 transport. 500 pounders 10,000 ton cargo 1 sea- 
plane tender 1 cargo. Near misses 1 1000 pound and 3 500 
pound on heavy cruiser. Remainder unobserved. In addition 
put 3 1000 pound bombs on runway and buildings Kieta field. 
Shot down 1 zero seaplane and 1 float type seaplane in 
target area. Strafed 10 4 engine seaplanes on water at 
Falsi believe 4 sunk . Strafed 1 cruiser and 1 destroyer 
in Shortland harbor. During TF retirement fighter combat 
patrol destroyed 2 twin engine type 97 Mitsubishi bombers. 
All aircraft recovered. No damage no losses this force. 
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06 1410 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC, COMINCH. COMSY'/^AC, CTF 17 . 62 . 63 . 64 .MaoArthui 

Sopac operations. 3- 17 s on strike morning 5th turned back 
• by weather. One plane penetrated to BUKA bombing parking 

4 \ area. Twenty 100 lb bombs. Planes on ground reported 

damaged. Eighty eight 100 nound bombs dropped on GIZO. Wo 
observed results, REKATA BAY attacked by eight planes from 
GUADALCANAL morning fifth. One small plane and motor launch 
destroyed in water. Two of six enemy planes shot down. 
Beach bombed and strafed. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass 
to MacArthur. One SBD forced down SANTA ISABEL. Prep four 
hundreds attacked boats and Installations TASSAEARONGA and 
MAR0V0V0 during day fifth. Enemy force six dog dogs ap- 
proaching from north west were attacked throughout night 
fifth - sixth. One DD sunk and one reported damaged first 
attack. Two TBE failed return from night search. Usual 
ground patrols GUADALCANAL, Several small contacts in 
MATANIKAU RIVER area. Our casualties one killed six wounded, 
Jap losses exceed 10 killed. 

07 2025 CTF 8 to TF 8 Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. G OMNW SEAFRON . etc . 

Oct 6th attack on KISKA by 8 B-24s supported by 10 ?-39s and 
8 P-38s. Bombing from 10 to 12,000 feet with 500 lb demoli- 
tion bombs, 28 on hangar area, 33 on GERTRUDE COVE camp area, 
8 on large AK in harbor, 12 on large AK and corvette in 
GERTRUDE COVE. Pursuit strafing harbor area set fire to 
one of 5 zero float planes on water damaged another also 
damaged radio station, reported ship in harbor on fire and 
sinking also fire in camp area as result of bombing. All 
planes returned with minor damage to 1 B-24 and 1 P-39. 
Reconnaissance ATTU and AGATTU showed no signs of any enemy 
occupation. This is from CTF 8. NSS pass to ^ominch NPM 
pass to Cincpac. NPC pass to Comnorwestseaf ron NPG pass to 
Comwestseafron and CGADC repeat CGADC. 

09 0125 CINCPAC to COMINCH 

Details of additional information urdis 071630 on existing 
situation between Military and Naval Governors SAMOA not 
available nor even brought to attention Cincpac. On basis 
first hand information obtained from officer temporarily at 
PEARL from SAMOA believe existing situation reauires no change 
in recommendations made my serial 0202W of Sept 6. Only known 
basis of unsatisfactory situation is that present Naval Gover- 
nor does not have unrestricted prestige and authority of his 
predecessors. As in HAWAII this condition follows logically 
from present military situation and unavoidable during emer- 
gency. Believe it undesirable to add civil administrative 
duties to military governor who is also in command of combatant 
troops and should be free to move to another area at a moments 
notice. My recommendations to specific changes proposed are 
nega i ive to Afirm Baker and Cast. If my recommendations are 
approved will issue instructions to both governors with view 
to clarifying situation. 341 
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07 1246 COMSOPAC to COMINCH. CINOPAC . C OrrpY/ESPAC . GTF 17. 62. 63. 64 . 

Sopac operations. Morning 5th in extremely unfavorable 
weather Task Force 17 struck BUIN-FAISI-TONOLEI area with 
16 fighters 18 dive bombers 15 torpedo planes dropping 8 
1000 pound bombs 32 500 nound bombs. Hits reported: 1000 
pounder each on CA and AP. 500 pounders on 10000 ton cargo 
ship, seaplane tender, cargo shin. Near misses with 1000 
rounder and 3 500 pounder on CA. Remainder unobserved. 
Also dropped 3 1000 pounders on runways and buildings 
KIETA. Shot down 1 zero seanlane 1 float type seaplane 
in target area. Straffed 10 4 engine seaplanes. Later 
believed 4 sunk. Strafed 1 cruiser 1 DD SHORTLAND HAR30R. 
During Teskforce retirement fighter patrol shot down 2 
twin engine type Mitsubishi bombers. No losses no damage 
our forces. Ghormley sends. Carnender pass to MacArthur. 
Jap SS was attacked by our patrol nlane with 4 depth bombs 
at 0850 love (-11) 6th Lat 11-22 south long 162-20 east. 

011 and oubbles appeared. On GUADALCANAL 6th active pat- 
rolling continued. No contacts on ground. P-400's bombed 
strafed probable enemy positions vicinity K0KUM30N0. Air 
striking force located 3 returning hostile DD' s 225 miles 
northwest GUADALCANAL morning 6th. Did not attack due 
heavy enemy fighter coverages. 

10 0150 CTF 8 to TF 8 Info CINCPAC. COMINCH. COM'. -ENALADEF. etc. 

Comtaskforce 8 sends summary offensive air operations 
against KTSKA Oct 8th. 6 B-24's, 2 B-17's supported by 

12 P-38»s at altitude of 3400 feet dropped 12 500 lb 
demolition bombs and 57 incendiary bombs on camp area 
starting at least 3 fires. Also dropped at 38OO feet 

12 500 lb demolition oombs on cargo ship in GERTRUDE COVE. 
4 P-38's strafed AA installations and hanger also a 
freighter and a corvette. Another mission 3-B24's dropped 
10 1000 lb demolition bombs at 4000 feet on same ship in 
GERTRUDE COVE, photos taken damage still unrenorted. Own 
casualties minor Injury by machine gun bullet to waist 
gunner, 1 B-24 damaged on landing, minor damage from AA 
fire to 3 P-38'r. An planes returned. No enemy aircraft 
encountered. Shore stations deliver for info. Bremerton 
to Comnorwestseaf ron. San Fran to Comwestseaf ron and CG 
WDC. Honolulu to Cincnac and Annapolis to Corainch. 



942 



secret 



OCTOBER (GOT) 

11 1006 C0I.I30PAC TO CINCPAC INFO COKINCH COMAMPHIBFORSOPAC 
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Cominch 261302 Sept Cincpac 272039. Comsopac to Cincpac. 
Turner at sea and am unable discuss subject with him. 
A most Important and difficult part of Amphibious Train- 
ing is the training of officers in the intricate planning 
necessary. This cannot be accomplished in a few months. 
Of equal importance is training in the coordinated em- 
ployment of troops boats groups transport divisions 
naval gunfire support and air support. There must be 
training in the special communications technique in- 
volved. Officers must have a knowledge of transport 
loading and close acquaintance with supply problems 
prior during and after landing. Specialized equipment 
is necessary. The formation of amphibious training 
groups in Sopac area as in para 4 cominch serial 001006 
would be but a minor step in a difficult problem. Offi- 
cers of the experience necessary for conduction the re- 
quired training cannot be spared as they are already too 
thinly spread through the Marine Divisions. Plans now 
on hand for the training of Marine Divisions Sopac area 
will actively employ all available transports. There 
will be plenty of active combat employment in this area 
other operations than effecting landings against opposi- 
tion for all army troops made available. It is believed 
that the training suggested might convert well trained 
army divisions into half trained amphibious divisions. 
If amphibious training is necessary for army troops sent 
to the Sopac area it is recommended that it be thorough 
and be done in the United States where personnel and 
facilities perhaps are available. 

11 1930 CTF-8 to TASKFORCE 8 INFO CINCPAC COMINCH etc. 

Six attack missions flew to Kiska 9 October. Total 
planes for six flights: 10 B-24 , 8 B-17, 4 P-39 and 
8 P-36. Bombs dropped from low altitude, numbers and 
observed results as follows: 52 500 pound demolition 
on AK In Gertrude Cove no hits, 25 500 pounders on two 
small AKs in KISKA harbor posible hit, 40 bombs of 100 
pounds on north head also 20 of 100 pounds and 16 of 
500 pounds in hangar camp area some hits observed. 4 
P-39s strafed freighter and two gun emplacements. No 
enemy aircraft observed. Own damage: 4 bombers minor 
damage, 2 fighters damaged by AA fire, all returned to 
base. Preliminary report for 10 October 3 B-17s and 
4 P-38 attacked camp hangar area from 100 feet dropping 
45 magnesium fire bombs report large fires started, damage 
will be verified by photos taken. Three enemy planes 
observed on water. No change in enemy shipping over pre- 
vious reports. From CTF 8. Info stations pass to follow- 
ing local adees, Cincpac Cominch Comnowesseafron, Corn- 
west 3eafron and Comgen V/CD. 
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09 1316 COKSOPAC to COMINCH. CINCPAC. COMSOVfiSSPAC , CTF 62 . 63 . 74 . et c . 

Sopac operations. B17 on search SHORTLANJ) ISLAND 1225L 
(-11) 8th was attacked, sustained minor damage shot down 

I zero. From GUABLCANAL 8th 7 SBD's 4 TBF's escorted by 

II Grummans attacked OA KITTTCA3A Class 5 DD's at 1800 L 
(-11) Lat 08-45 South, Long 158-30 East. 1 sure torpedo 
hit 1 probable bomb hit 4 near misses on CA reported. 3 
of 10 float biplanes shot down. 1 other probable. 1 SBD 
1 Grumman failed return. 2 search olanes" which made 
original contact shot down 1 float binlane one probable. 
Both our pilots wounded but returned to base. At 1315 L 
(-11) 9th search nlane renorts 1 Jan BB on fire aunroach- 
ing BUIN HARBOR with 4 DD escort. Ghormley sends. Car- 
pender pass to MacArthur. 20 Grummans from COPAHEE ar- 
rived GUADALCANAL 1510 (-11) 9th. 

11 1314 COMSOPAC to COMSOPAC (Adnin) . Info CINCPAC. 

Your 102324. Flexible situation necessitates employment 
troops where and when available and precludes formulation 
fixed future policy. 

10 1946 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC COMINCH COMSWPAC CTF 17.62.63.64. 

Sopac operations. Two enemy CL 4 DD lat 07-50 South 
long 157-40 E attacked by Guadalcanal air striking force 
at 0640 L(-ll) ninth. One hit on CL several near misses. 
Ship left down by bow. Probable hit reported on second 
CL but damage unknown. 3 of 15 escorting float planes 
shot down also on 9th search planes from Guadalcanal 
strafed 5 byplaines bombed AA installations Rekata Bay. 
Results unknown. Guadalcanal ground forces supported by 
P 400s concluded on 10th a 2 day attack to west Matanikau 
river. Completely mopped up area Matanikau village - 
Point Cruz. Our troops have withdrawn to main positions 
except for strong force holding east bank Matanikau ^iver. 
Early reports states our casualties less than 100 Jap 
casualties heavy. During night 8-9th single Jap planes 
over Guadalcanal In relays from 2200 to 0215. 2 Jap DD 
attacked by 9 SBDs escorted by 12 Grummans lat 07-55 S, 
157-50 E at 1120 L(-ll) 10th. No hits. Ghormley sends. 
Carpendar pass to MacArthur. 

12 0329 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC. COL! INCH . 

While in agreement with Comsopac 111006 consider proposal 
Cominch 261302 is a step in right direction to provide 
basic training without diverting AP'S from combat tasks and 
will expedite ultimate readiness of Amphibious troops for 
active combat. Concur STRAW, SPOONER and COPPER should each 
have group. Comsopac advise which of FANTAN and' WHITE POPPY 
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12 °329 CINCPAC to O OMSOFAO. COMINCH. (Continued from preceding p flge ) . 

should have group. Attention Cominch invited that ooats 
are now required to fill authorized complements of combat 
AP and AK in Sopac area. Recommend those complements be 
filled prior assignment boats to amphibious training groups 
in order have AP and AK ready further offensive operations. 

12 2010 OTF 8 to TF 8 Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. COHNOR'.VEBTSEAFRON. etc . 

Info stations pass to following local addees Gominch Gincpac 
Comnorwestseaf ron Comwestseaf ron and CG V/DC. CTF 8 sends. 
Amplifying attack on KISKA 10 October by 5 B17's and 4 P38 T s. 
In addition to 45 incendiaries which started large fires 
camp area dropped 15 demolitions 100 pound bombs in camp 
area and 6 same type on ship East of TROUT LAGOON. Fighters 
strafed AA installations. -Tap planes on water reported 
wrecked, 2 ships in harbor beached, 2 medium AK's South of 
NORTH HEAD 1 small camouflaged shir) in GERTRUDE COVE. Re- 
port for 11 October 6 B24's from 8 to 10 thousand feet 
bombed shipping and shore installations KISKA. 40 - 500 
pounders on ship East of TROUT LAGOON and ship West of SOUTH 
HEAD no hits. 27 same type bombs on camp area damage un'oiown. 
Only above 2 creviouslv damaged ships still in harbor also 
1 still in GERTRUDE GOVE. Catslina on search mission South 
of KISKA contacted small enemy AK and attacked with 2 500 
pound bombs and machine guns bombs missed received an AA hole 
in wing. Another Gatalina on search North of KISKA contacted 
enemy small AK. 4 heavy bombers dropped 24 500 pounders from 
1,000 feet no hits. Catalina drooped 1 oomb which also 
missed then strafed decks with machine guns. HALIBUT on 
patrol in this area then made contact and attacked on sur- 
face with torpedoes at 1600 yards. Torpedoes did not de- 
tonate, tinemy vessel was Queen ship equipped with 3 guns 
forward and submerged torpedo tubes. Torpedo missed HALIBUT 
10 yards to oort. HALIBUT retired undamaged. 

12 2234 GTF 8 to CINCPAC . 

Comtaskforce 8 reply to your 112155 . Garrison strength LONG- 
VIE 1 ,"/ now 7500. Will be approximately 9000 about October 23rd 
at which time original FIREPLACE project will be approximately 
completed. CLIMATE and CAVERN 756 each of which is ultimate. 
ffilULET 0. When garrison at LONOVIEW reaches approximately 
11000 about 15 November plan is to start garrisbn at AMULET 
by movement of troops from L0NGV1IO7. Additional troops from 
ALA°KAN sector will eventually bring total to 11000 troops at 
L0NGVIEV and 4000 at AMULET. Estimate fighter strip at CAVERN 
will be completed about November 10. Work continuing on ad- 
ditional strin at LONGVIEA'. Landing area 3300 by 100 feet 
will be finished by October 18 at CLIMATE. 
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13 0139 CINCPAO to CTF 8 to COIvlLNCH. COMNORWESEAFRONT. 

In view changing situation in Pacific Ocean Areas adjust- 
ment of forces must be made. Believe enemy deeply committed 
in Sopac and not prepared to carry out more than minor raids 
chiefly by submarines in Northern area. We must continue 
pressure and replace losses in Sopac and this requires all 
forces that can be assembled. The above factors and im- 
pending bad weather point reduction in Northern Force. Para. 
Propose following for your comment. A. On completion present 
patrol reduce surface forces to those actually needed for 
escort. Do not consider cruisers will be needed except as 
escorts supplied by Cincpac for imnortant troop movements. 
3. In view 4 more S boats shortly will be added to squadron 
45 retire large submarines after present patrols completed. 
Would also return Captain Colclough to Pearl if you con- 
sider duties can be performed by Gomdr. Cray. C. Return 
F4F4's for employment carriers or Sopac. 

12 1316 C0MS0PAC to COMINCTI. CINCPAC. C0H o 0"fESPAC . CTF 17 62 63 64 . 

Sopac operations. GUADALCANAL 11th had no ground contacts. 
Patrol found abandoned -Tap 75 MM 2 gun battery East of own 
position. 2 hour air alert beginning 1240 L (-11) 11th. 
Enemy planes in waves. 16 0's then 18 bombers and 4 0's then 
8 bombers 4 0's. Bombs dromed on KOLI POINT. Shot down 8 
Jap bombers 4 0's. We lost 1 P-39 1 Grumman. Grumman pilot 
rescued. Our Task Force intercepted enemy surface vessels 
near SAVO ISLAND about midnight 11th. Preliminary and in- 
conclusive reports indicate enemy suffered considerable dam- 
age but details not vet confirmed. Air attack on 2 Jap 
cruisers at 1020 L (-11) 12th Lat 09 South 157-15 East re- 
sulted 1 torpedo hit several near bomb misses on 1 CA left 
dead In water burning. Ghormley sends. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. 60 hundred pound and 2 1000 bombs dropped BUXA 
airdrome by B-17 striking force. 5 of 15 0's on runway 
destroyed. Many fires started. 

14 1410 C0HS0PAC to CINCPAC Info COi.ilNCH . 

Situation midnight 14-15 local. Estimate that 6 enemy AP 
heavily sunnorted by surface ships will land large number of 
troons on CACTUS tonight. Enemy carriers and a force of 
cruisers were reported today about 2 50 miles north of MALAITA. 
Our carrier group is refueling north west of POPPY. And Task 
Force 64 is at SUTTON after their recent action. Intend to 
employ the carrier group and available surface forces to pre- 
vent further large scale landings feeling that the situation 
is critical and enemy reenf orcements must be stonped if our 
position In CACTUS is to be held. Estimate our carrier group 
can be in position to strike late afternoon 15th and Taskgroup 
17.8 can join Task Force 64 and reach the CACTUS area after- 
noon of the 16th. 
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13 2000 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info Oof 5 ARMY. 

v our 070141 movement 12 B-17's cleared earlier today. Para, 
This MTQGR must be considered special case incident to 
certain general allocations of Army aircraft. Para. Whole 
situation as to Army aircraft in Pacific theater is ap- 
proaching settlement which when promulgated should enable 
you to make effective dispositions but without expecting 
each allocation to involve replacement from here. Chief of 
Staff Army has by hand. 

15 0212 C0MS0PAC to'CTF 17.8. CTF 64. Info CINCPAC. GTU 62.4.5, etc . 

CTF 64 and GTQ 17.8 join forces vicinity Cincpac grid posit. 
G 6295 (Long 165-30 E Lat 13-45 S ) about 5 hours OCT 15 
Oct. Rear Admiral Lee assume tactical command combined 
force designated rn F 64. Send TG 17 destroyers to SUTTON 
for fuel when considered advisable. Combined TF proceed to 
operage general area to South and West of SOLOMONS chain 
in position to intercept enemy forces approaching CACTUS 
area from westerly direction with apparent intent land 
forces or attack our position during night. Available 
enemy info is broadcast addressed all ships and bases. This 
changes my 141442. Detach units to proceed to BUTTON for 
fuel as necessary. Carpender pass to MacArthur 

15 0246 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. ALL SHIPS SOPAC . 

Urgently need this area 1 additional Army Infantry Division. 
Present forces including 43rd Division reenforced insufficient 
to garrison present bases and therefore obviously inadequate 
support offensive operations. Have neither on hand nor in 
sight sufficient force to render CACTUS secure against pre- 
sent infiltration tactics. Essential that CACTUS be gar- 
risoned with a force sufficient to provide protection dis- 
persed air fields and to take a sustained and decisive of- 
fensive against hostile forces on the Island. Although full 
division with all components is required urgency of need is 
such that division should be sent out by regimental combat 
teams as ready. Plans being prepared for use NEW ZEALAND troops 
to garrison AZTEC and BLEACHER and to reinforce POPPY. Com- 
gensopac in complete accord. Copy by hand to him. 

14 1325 COMINCH to CINCPAC. CTF 8. Info C0MN0WESTSEAFHQN. 

Addressees only decode. Highest ouarters interested in 
practicability of making attack on BOODLE using 2 or 3 0BB 
for bombardment with an AVG and some DCs in support and 
with land based air coordinated in attack. Comment. By 
hand to Admiral Leahy. 
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16 003 5 COMOEN 1st MAKDIV to COMSOPAC Info CTE 62 . 

Morning air searches negative enemy land concentrations 
along coast between K0K0MB0NA and CAPE ESPEEAKCS. Air is 
striking at then. Request 2 destroyers be made available 
at once for shore bombardment that area during daylight 
hours. Profitable targets exist and psychological effect 
on personnel here would be excellent. 

15 2125 COHINCH to COMSOPAC Info CTNCPAO. 

Assume your 11021/* refers to evacuation transports desig- 
nated as APH's. These ships are convoy loaded AP's intended 
transport troops from United States and evacuate wounded 
from base hospitals on return. They do not enjoy the im- 
munity of the Geneva Conference and therefore should not 
be used as hospital ships in advanced areas except emergency 
and with escort. Normal troop capacity 112 officers 1200 
troops and evacuation capacity 166 serious cases remainder 
troop space for minor cases. "No regular hospital ships 
available. Sopacfor authorized retain TRY0N APK 1 for es- 
sential purposes and to be returned to United States earliest 
practicable date. TETON now under NTS departing West Coast 
in PHALANX 19 October. Suggest consideration demilitariz- 
ing STRATFORD for operation under Geneva Convention. Advise. 

15 1744 COM 12 to VICE OPNAV Info CINOPAC. COHINCH, 3UPERS. etc. 

In view of urgency move large number Navy personnel con- 
struction battalions replacement personnel to Pearl Harbor 
South Pacific 3ases and to Comsouwestpac imperative to 
start program of converting EC2's to carry 50 officers 1000 
troops. All transports not necessarily employed in named 
movements. Recommend 1 3C2 be allocated by War Shipping 
Administration immediately followed by additional alloca- 
tions every 3 weeks until situation relieved. To relieve 
immediate situation recommend MOUNT VERNON be employed for 
shuttle trip to PEARL before assignment to designated 
movement. Fleet personnel officer reports at least 8000 
enlisted personnel to move. Cincpac pass Serforpac. 
Info 

15 2050 CTF 8 to TF 8. /CO ADC, COLINCII. gJffCPAG, C0;-.:SQ./ESEAEK0K. etc. 

9 B-24's supported by 5 P-38's attacked KISKA 14 October. 
Dropped 180 incendiaries in camp area, made large fires 
throughout camp. P-38*s destroyed 3 enemy float planes on 
water, no other enemy planes seen. 1 3-17 took photos and 
□ombed submarine area with 6 500 pound bombs. Ships in 
harbor reported as follows: 2 beached vessels previously 
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15 0921 CQ7.:AIR o 0PAC to G QMS OF AG. 

Comairsopac sends. BHEBNODLE brings this message from 
VANDERGRIFT. That Jap has moved in and emplaced artillery 
of longer range than his which is shelling him positions 
and airfield at will. That enemy surface craft move at 
will in surrounding waters and shell his positions destruc- 
tively both day and night and that he will be unable in- 
definitely to hold these positions if this continues. 
Geiger states that he can use no more aircraft until avgas 
situation improves and until destructive enemy fire on 
airfield from both land and sea is halted. So long as 
enemy ships patrol the sea area off TJJNGA day and night 
I cannot see how McFARLAND or PAB barge can be brought in 
with reasonable chance of success and until this is 
changed the avgas situation cannot be improved to any 
extent. Offensive air operations limited now to strikes 
from BUTTON. 

16 0005 COMGEN 1ST MAR PI V to COIvISOPAC Info GTF 62. C0I.1AIRSQPAC . 

At daylight 15 Oct 5 enemy AP's sighted unloading along 
coast from KUKUM30NA Westward. Escorted by 11 combatant 
vessels with constant fighters over. Our air made repeated 
attacks. Set fire to 3 AP's one of these now sunk other 
still burning. Remaining 2 FPA but stood out with escort. 
B17's also attacked and were observed to hit at least 1 
AP and 1 large combat ship. Air raid at 1130 AA shot down 
3 bombers. Some damage to planes and runways. 5 zero 
biplanes shot down in air fighting* Our combat losses 3 
F4 T s 3 SBD's 1 P-39. 4 engined seaplane bombed position 
twice during night. Naval gunfire 0030 to 0130. 3 ships 
firing. Damage to runways planes and dumps. Casualties 
12th and 13th 41 dead 15 injured. Planes available ap- 
proximately 9 F4's 11 SBD's 7 P-400's and P-39' a. 

16 002 5 COMOflN 1st MAEDIV to COHSOPAC Info CTF 62; 64. C INC PAG. 

Despite destruction of 4 hostile transports and departure 
of remaining 2 estimate enemy landed a x>ut 10,000 troops 
yesterday on CACTUS with considerable equipment and supplies 
bringing total force ashore to at least 15 ? 000. Our force 
exceeds that number but more than half of it is in no condi- 
tion to undertake a protracted land campaign due to inces- 
sant hostile operations and labor connected with develop- 
ment of this base over period of 10 weeks. The situation 
demands two urgent and immediate steps; Afirm. Take and 
maintain control of sea areas adjacent to CACTUS to pre- 
vent further enemy landings and enemy bombardment such as 
this force has taken forthe last 3 nights. Baker. Rein- 
forcement of ground forces by at least 1 division in order 
that offensive operations may be initiated to destroy hostile 
force now on CACTUS. QAa 
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16 0812 gOMSOPAG to CTF 64. Info CINCPAC, CTF 17 62 63. 

Comsopac sends. Your 160330. No contemplated air opera- 
tions CACTUS Area by Task Force 17 Saturday. See my 160032. 
Comairsopac and Comgen CACTUS will inform you their air 
operations as practicable. No shore bombardment by your 
force contemplated at present except as directed in my 
160722. In view of one and possibly more enemy carriers 
operate generally South of Latitude 11-45 until air search 
information from CACTUS or olanes of Task Force 63 indica- 
tes ariDroach of suitable target. 

16 0722 CQJ3BQBA0 to CTF 64 Info TF 64 CINCPAC. CTF 17 62 63. 

Send 2 destroyers designating them Task Unit 64. 5.1 to 
proceed CACTUS arriving via LENGO CHANNEL daylight 17th. 
Direct Task' Commander contact Comgen CACTUS on arrival 
LUNG-A roads to receive info bombardment targets then 
bombard enemy positions as directed by Comgen CACTUS. 
Upon completion bombardment same day Task Unit withdraw 
by most expeditious route to South and East of RENI7EL 
ISLAND awaiting further instructions. Caution enemy mines 
may be laid close inshore LENGO CHANNEL and in minable 
waters CAPE ESPERANCE-SAVO . Mac FAR LAND MEREDITH and VIREO 
with PAB barge in tow may be in CACTUS area or retiring 
via LENGO CHANNEL during night. 

16 0032 COMSOPAC to CTF 17 Info CINCPAC. CTF' 3 62. 63. 64. 16. CTG17.8. 

Sighting of one enemy carrier group and information of pos- 
sible presence of second group on North flank off BUTTGN- 
CACTU° supply line indicates enemy effort sever that line. 
Task Force 17 operate in general area to Eastward of BUTTON 
proceeding thence by route South of ROSES to avoid detection 
by enemy carrier scouts. Strike enemy carriers when favor- 
able opportunity affords. When practicable inform me by 
plane your fuel situation. This modifies my 150402. 

16 0440 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. 

From Comsopac. RDO CANBERRA 160233 and 160145 also 1 CV 
to westward of NDENI. This appears to be all out enemy 
effort against CACTUS possibly other positions also. My 
forces totally inadenuate meet situation. Urgently re- 
quest all aviation reenforcement possible. 
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15 2050 CTE 8 (Continued) 

reported, the one reported west of SOUTH HEAD now reported 
stripped of removable gear, 2 sunken ships in harbor 1 
of which has been previously reported. 3 B-26's made 2 
torpedo attacks on^ ships in GERTRUDE GOVE, 1 erratic run 
observed others probably hit oottom due to shallow water at 
launching point. Our losses 1 P-38 and pilot. Comtaskforce 
8 sends. Radio stations addressed deliver locally to info 
addees as follows Cominch, Cincpac, Comsowest and Norwestsea- 
frontiers Com Generals Western Defence Command CG ADC. 

15 1346 COMSOPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC. COIISOUESTPAC . GTE 17 62 63 64. 

Sopac operations. 1040 L (-11) 14th search plane machine 
gunned 9 biplanes on beach RSKATA. Believed all damaged. 
During night 13th-14th GUADALCANAL shelled for 1 hour 20 
minutes by 3B cruisers and DD's. Shells identified as 14, 
12 and 8 inch. Our 5 inch scored direct hits on 3 DD's. 
Cruiser planes overhead all night. Occasionally land bat- 
tery shelled position during night. Morning search showed 
2 large oil slicks debris and boats v.'here CA and DD where 
attacked on 12th. Shelling damaged runways bomber fields 
bomber fields destroyed 1 1-17, 5000 gals £as. 2 0's 1 
bomber shot down. At 1600 L (-11) and a^ain at 1820 L 
(-11) 14th enemy landing force attacked by SBD's. Near 
misses only on AP's. 1 Grumann missing. " GUADALCANAL 
shelled a^ain night 14th - 15th. Shelling ceased at 0315 L 
(-11) 15th. No detailed report. At 0300 L (-11) 15th 
enemy force 4 cruisers 7 or 8 DD attacked by 4 MTB vicinity 
SANDFLY passage. L nrobable hit on cruiser'. At 06?4 L 
(-11) 15th GUADALCANAL reported enemy landing force in 5 
AP's 1 AP or AK supported by 1 ^ 2 CL's 4 DD's 15 miles 
northwest SAV0. Shortly after enemy ;Degan landing- troops 
to westward K0KUMB0NA. Air strik of 5 B-17 r s contacted at 
1145 L (-11) 15th. Reported 3 direct hits on transports. 
2 transports burning. BB crippled. Shot down 1 0. At 
1445 L (-11) 15th 5 B-17's out for strike against enemy CV 
reported Lat 09 9 L on g 165 E at 1351. No report yet. At 
1533 L (-11) 15th Task Unit 62.4.5 attacked by 9 dive 
inmbrs Lat 13-18 South ^ong 163 East. No damage. Ghormley 
sends. Carpender pass to I±acArthur. At 1430 L (-11) 15th 
GUADALCANAL reports 3 transports beached and burning fiercely. 
Near SAV0 Island 1 BB or CA which was hit by B-17 bomb, 1 CL 
and 5 DD's 
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16 1326 OOLISOPAC to CIIJCPAO. JOLilNOH. COMS.-/PAC. GTF 62 63 64 17. 

Sopac operations, Comgen GUA DALC ANAL estimated about 
10000 Jap troops landed GUADALCANAL during morning 15th. 
Morning air searches 16th from GUADALCANAL negative. Enemy 
land concentrations observed along coast from ESPERANCE to 
KOKUMBONA. Ghormley sends. Ca-pender pass to UacArthur. 
0200 L(-ll) 16th VP's on search for enemy CV reported at- 
tack on enemy cruiser Lat 09-50 South Long 164-55 East. Be- 
lieve hits scored on cruiser bow. During afternoon 16th 
McFARLAND delivered 32,5000 gallons avgas to GUADALCANAL . 
McFarland bombed 1745 Love 16th. Stern damaged proceeding 
KINGBOLT. Two Jap AP's seven DD Lat 08-50 South' Long 156-10 
East attacked by SiD's. One AP hit left burning. Other AP 
near misses. Continued course toward GUADALCANAL. 

16 2138 COHAIRSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC. C CHINCH. BUAER. 

Comairsopac sends. Strongly recommend earliest formation of 
Navy shore based air striking group for long range offensive 
operations this area. Group to consist essentially 2 squad- 
rons each B-24's. fighters and torpedo-dive bombers. Last 
2 equipped with latest types now beginning production. In 
meantime consider highly desirable assignment to CACTUS as 
replacement for carrier squadrons now in process being with- 
drawn 1 each fighter. Dive bomber and torpedo snuadrons. 
These to be drawn from carrier replacements of sufficient 
operation basic training. Actual carrier experience not 
essential. To be assigned operationally as a group under 
air commander CACTUS. Combat experience thus gained in 
shore based status will be invalua ole information future 
air striking groups which definitely necessary to successful 
war this area. 

16 0106 00IIS0PAC to CO 4th DF BTN. COHGFN ROSES, CINCPAC . COI.tAMPII I BFQR3P 

Comgen ROSES pass to 00 4th Defense Battalion action. Upon 
arrival ROSES 9th Defense Battalion report Comgen ROSES for 
duty defense base ROSES under principle unity of command. 
Relieve 4th defense battalion which embarks same vessels. 5 
and 3 inch batteries with ammunition and present installations 
remain intact at ROSES. 155 and 90 mm batteries complete 
with ammunition remain a )oard shin. Battalions authorized 
exchange serviceable tentage at discretion. Rations will be 
exchanged. An other eouipment including vehicles and tanks 
remain with own organization. 

17 0800 C0NS07/ESPAC to CT^C^AC Info GT~SQPAC. COHINCH . 

Cincnao 170123. An 6 fleet submarines now based ABODE are 
in northeast area as follows: S uth NEW IRELAND between 
RABAUL and KAVTUNG, SAINT GEORGE CHANNEL, FAISI , SOUTH NEW 
BORGIA, between NEW GEORGIA and CH0ISEUL IS LAND , one pro- 
ceeding southeast along north coast of SOLOMONS to round 
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east and ISABEL ISLAND enroute to baseT^Four of these 
directly supporting Soupac operations in CHOISEUL SHORTDAND 
area. Bo additional fleet subs can be moved by this area 
within reasonable tine although two more enroute from PINA- 
FORE, My 300818 Sent and 140640 October. 2 S class sub- 
marines with 12 torpedoes each can be sent patrol CACTUS 
area ETA 27 October 12 days on station thence return AS0DE 
for overhaul prior transfer your command accordance first, 
reference, alternative see Cincpac 092205 October and my • 
11653 . 3 subs of 3 U bdiv 53 can depart ABODE 20 October with 
12 torpedoes each ETA CACTUS 28 October remaining on station 
12 days thence nroceed SUVA and join OPIEFIN plus other three 
submarines that division. After overhaul there tender and 6 
subs nroceed PANAMA. Must know immediately if either plan 
desired in order permit modification torpedo loadings. Mac- 
Arthur has this. 



16 2221 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COMINCH. COM: T0RIVEPEAFH0N . 

Propose to reduce your cruisers to 2. Advise when present 
commitments permit and name 6 inch cruiser to go. Due to 
overwhelming need for strength in SoPac comment on relief of 
remaining 2 by RALEIGH and DETROIT. 

17 1536 C0MS0PA0 to COMINCH, CINCPAC. CTF 16. 17 . 62 .63 . 64 . C0MST0WESTPAC . 



Sopac operations. Later report PBY attack 0245 Dove (-11) 
16th states 1 torpedo hit on bow of 1 cruiser of 10 cruisers 
and DDs Lat 09-50 South, Long 164-55 East. MacFARLAND was 
attacked at 1745 Love (-11) 16th by 8 type 99 2 place dive 
bombers. Stern was blown off aft of after deck house. Now 
anchored TULAOI. 4 zeros shot down. 7 3-17's at 1750 Love 
(-11) 16th dronned 44 500 uound bombs on enemy supplies 
K0KUMB0NA BEACH. Several fires started. 5 zero attacked 

1 B-17, 1 zero shot down. All our planes returned. B-17 
on search Lat 08-55 South, Long 160-46 East shot down serial 
43. No ground activity GUADALCANAL 16th. Our air struck 
troop concentrations supplies and battery positions inces- 
santly throughout 16th. 14 Aichi tyne dive bombers and 8 
zeros over GUADALCANAL at 0745 Love '(-11) 17th. 8 bombers 

2 zeros downed by planes. Unknown number others shot down 

by AA. Our loss 1 plane missing. No other damage. Ghormley 
sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 15 twin engine bombers 
accompanied by many zeros bombed nosition at 1315 Dove (-11) 



17th. Our planes unable pain altitude in time intercept. 
1 bomber nrobably shot down. Our losses none. 
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IB 1426 00M3PPAC to Com 12. COMING:!. CIUOPAC. CO T -."0 Ti^PAC. etc. etc . 

Sopac operations. CTF 17 reports shot down 1 Kawanishi 
type 97 twin tail 4 ensrined flying ;>oat Lat 1-20 South, 
Long 162-47 at 1255 L(-ll) 15th. ^lso 1 Mitsubishi tvne 
97 twin engine land bomber at 0945 L (-11) 16th. In Jap 
attack 0745 L(-ll) 17th reported yesterday AA got 6 
combers. Morninf? 17th ? our DD bombarded' enemy positions 
'/est of E0KUMBOM:* 2000 rounds fired. At least 2 ammuni- 
tion dumps set off. Many other fires started. Afternoon 
17th GU ADALC ANAL search planes HEKATA BAY attacked by 6 
float biplanes 1 float zero 1 enemy plane shot dov/n. One 
3RD missing. GUADALCANAL planes made 4 attacks against 
Jap positions. GUADALCANAL reported oeins: shelled by 
sinrle cruiser or PD night 17th-18th. Fire ceased 0010 
L(-ll). Ji.gain reported heavy fire 0013 L(-ll). 1250 
L(-ll) 18th GUADALCANAL attacked by about 20 oombers 20 
zeros. 8 bombers 11 zeros shot down. 2 Grunmans missing. 
Halsey sends. Garpender pass to Mac Arthur. Delayed report 
TF 17 states in daylong operations 16th strafed burned 12 
float nlanes REKATA, destroyed fuel dump aa positions. At 
GUADALCANAL made I. direct hits on beached transports set 
fires sunnly dumps strafed silenced AA fired landing barges 
KOinHCMA to ESPSKANGE, No damage no casualties own force. 

18 23 5 r CIHCPAC to 30MS0PAC. Info CONFER. C.G. 1st MarDiv. 

•Suggest earnest consideration sending 9th Defense Battalion 
direct to CACTU° instead relieving 4th Defense Battalion 
at ROSES. This move will e-ive ^andegrift double number 
155 MM guns he requested which are badly needed. Will 
double antiaircraft nrotection for fields, supplies, and 
installations by both heavy and automatic weapons which 
in secondary role will tremendously increase ground 
defense against tanks and troops, "nit also has powerful 
ground defense nower in thirty caliber machine guns. Per- 
sonnel involved much less than if units of equal fire power 
but organized for mobile offensive operations were sent 
in. Unit in ships ready for immediate movement and per- 
sonnel already acclimated to tropics. Relief 4th Defense 
would be nostnoned but move considered impelled by 
critical situation and am sure personnel of 4th will 
gladly contribute their part to ensure success CACTUS. 
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19 12 56 gOMSOgAO to CONINCR, CI^PAC, CO'.^iTPAC . OTF 16 17 62 63 64 . 



Sopac operations. Oil AD ALCANA! lftth no ground activity. 
1250 L(-ll) 20 bombers 20 zeros dronped bombs vicinity 
defense lines. Our firhters intercepted shot down ll' 
zeros 8 bombers. Two Gramma ns lost. 7 killed lft wounded 
by bombing. From 2000 to 0100 love maintained SBD and 
PRY patrol over Jap r>ositions strafinf? bombing* Three 
enemy OA's lat 07-45 South Long 157-05 ^ast at 1700 Love 
19th bombed by search nlanes. No hits. B-17's out for 
strike afternoon 19th followed by PHY strike at night. 
Ho report on these. TIalsey sends. Carpender pass to 
Mac Arthur. 

20 1321 0C!:S0PA0 to COKINCH. CINCFAC. CUi'FOWBflPAC. CTF 62 63 64 16 17 . 

Sopac operations. 1810 Love (-11) 19th 3 DD's with 10 float 
biplane escort northwest SAVC bombed by SBD's. One DD ap- 
peared damaged but continued on course. One enemy plane 
destroyed. All our planes returned. Due to oad weather 
only two of 6 PBY's reached target 2 OA's 2 DD's one mile 
West POINT CRUZ at midnight 19th. Prom 2000 feet one plane 
got direct hit on cruiser. Two heavy explosions heard. 
Other P3Y»s bombed beach POINT CRUZ to TAS S AF AR0 NGA . All 
o\ir planes returned. On GUADALCANAL little ground activity 
19th. 15 zeros over position 1330 L (-11). 2 shot down. 
One Grumman lost. 0100 (-11) 20th bombed enemy DD off 
KOKUMBCNE. HAL33Y sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 30 
zeros over airfield at IOZ^.5 (-11) 20th followed by 16 bombers 
at 1145. 7 zeros 1 probably plus 2 oombers shot down. 2 
our pilots missing. 

20 0407 COM^-AR/INO 1 to C0!' : AIR o 0PAC . Info OGrSQPAC. GINOPAC. etc. 

Essential that reserve aircraft be maintained BUTTON area 
for replacements at CACTU . Past experiences have required 
50°£ replacements SBD's and FZ^F's every 10 days. Should lap 
pressure continue CACTUS will require 1ft F4F and 1ft 3BD with 
100'^) flight crews every 10 days. Pass to Commarairwingspac . 
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21 1523 COHINCH to CINOPAC Info COHSOPAC. COI^IIgAC. 

Part 1 of 3 my 211630. HJLdom. "our 172359. Concern- 
ing aircraft. Joint Chiefs of Staff have approved following 
forces by 1 January. 1943. For IIE^'CAL-FIJI-EFATE-NDENI- 
GUADALCANAL area: 2 groups Army heavy bombers total 70 
planes. 2 groups Army fighters total 150. 1 group Army 
medium bombers total 52. 5 squadrons VPB total 60. Four 
18 plane squadrons VKF. Four IB plane squadrons VMS 3. 1 
squadron VMT3 . 40 V03 -olanes. 13~Army and 36 Navy trans- 
port nlanes. 3 snuadrons RNZAF Hudsons and RNZAF Vincents 
and Singapore s now at SUVA. 

21 1723 Part 2 of above. Para 2. Jig Cast Sail directive also 
provides for flow of replacements personnel and material 
to meet actualities of expenditures and attrition. Para 3. 
Navy part of these increases in air strength is under con- 
trol of Cincpac. Copy of JCS directive forwarded by mail. 
To meet these and other requirements. PacFleet nool dur- 
ing October will receive following approximate totals: 
80 VF. 85 VSB. 50 VT3. 20 VPB. 7 VR and inshore patrol 
V03 

21 1630 Here is last part of three my 211630. Hicom. During 
November: 12 5 VF. 75 VS3. 50 VT3. 75 VPB and 10 
inshore patrol V0S. Foregoing includes V0S planes for 
new squadrons VS7D 14 and V38D 14. Para four. Informa- 
tion as to availability of planes and personnel now in 
area and now enroute is known to you. Information as to 
dates of Army reenf or cement s and flow of Army replacements 
other than that you have not now available but will be 
forwarded when received. Para five. C onC erning other 
craft in separate despatch. Para six Halsey pass to Harmon. 

21 0517 C0MS0PAC to VICE OPNAV, Info CINJPAC. Com 12. 3U DOCKS . 

Recent developments have intensified the need for immedi- 
ate shipment of all items in Vice Opnav 131255. The unload- 
ing situation has been decidedly improved and there are 
now only 6 ships in the harbor for unloading. Com 12 
15?-320 to Vice Opnav states that LONGFELLOW, ALDRICH and COLT 
will be used for shipment of construction materials. Addi- 
tional cargo ships on West Coast must be made available im- 
mediately for further shipment of materials including the 
complete Vards and D cks component of a CUR requested in 
my 010454. The large numbers of personnel afloat and ashore 
arid the ships to be supplied from this base require that a 
major supply denot be established here instead of the 
Advanced Base Supnly Denot originally contemplated. The 
total covered storage required for Javal supplies is now 
estimated at one million square feet instead of the two 
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21 0517 GW8QPAG (Continued). 

hundred thousand square feet first recommended. Paymaster 
General concurs in this estimate. Renuest 200 more' store 
houses 1+0 by 100 feet be furnished for this Durcose, and 
10 more refrigerator storehouses. Reauest complete lumber 
and hardware for 160 by 600 foot cier, and 3 comnlete sets 
of battalion hand tools for WHITE ?0P- 3 Y, BUTTON and C AC TUT . 
Large number of developments planned at WHITE POPPY re- 
quires construction of all types of shore facilities for a 
complete Naval base including facilities for over 20,000 
men. The maximum possible urgency must be assigned to the 
development of this base. To plan and direct the activities 
of the 19th, 20 and 24th Construction Battalions which will 
be temporarily used in this area and to be Public Works Of- 
ficer of the Naval Base at WHITE POPPY request that a Captain 
or Commander in the Civil Engineer Corps be immediately as- 
signed for this duty. 

21 2300 C0HAIRS0PA0 to C0MPAIRVH?TCQAST. Info 3UAER. CINCPAC. etc. 

Here goes account critical shortage fighters 3 uth Pacific 
consideration oeinp -iven to proposal load ALTAMAHA with 
aircraft to oroceed direct from SAN DIEGO. It may be nec- 
essary to: (a) Reduce AVC units to one third allowance, 
(b) Reduce Vf 11 to half allowance. (c) Take some P4F's 
from Marine Pighter Squadrons. Based on foregoing request 
recommendation as to date of readiness and approximate 
composition of cargo for ALTATvIAHA aircraft to be in fly 
off condition. Recommendation also requested concerning 
enuipping one Marine Pighter Snuadron with P4 units and best 
pilots available for early service in Sopac. Originator 
Comairpac for action Comf airwestcoast . NPO pass. NSS give 
to Buaer for info. Cincnac has. 
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/ OOLSOPAC to CUMINCH. Info JINCPAO . CTF 16 17 62 63 64 42. 
22 2246'Sopac operations. At GUADALCANAL 21st 7 bombers 15 to 20 

zeros over field 1115 L(-H). 6 zeros shot down by Grumans. 
1 bomber by AA. 2 bombers left smoking. 2 Grumans mis- 
sing. 4 others damaged by enemy fire. 9 killed 44 wounded. 
GUADALCANAL ground forces 21st small contact MATANIKAU. 
Japs used some 9 ton tanks. These withdrew under artillery 
fire. Our planes continued harassing missions against enemy 
ground forces. Occupied village on RUSSELL ISLAND bombed 
strafed by 3 SBDs. 2 2nd several grouus enemv planes over 
GUADALCANAL 13 to 1400 L9-11) . Made contact' with only 5 
due to weather. These were fixed landing gear dive bombers. 
All 5 shot down. Airfield BUTTON shelled by enemy sub 0230 
L(-ll) 23rd. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to Mac Arthur. 

21 0956 C 0MA.fr <PHIB?0RS OP AC to CITTCPAC. I n fo COMINCH. C0M5CWESPAC . etc. 

Following additional information obtained from prisoners and 
diaries. Force engaged off SAV0 ISLAND night October 11/12 
was proceeding CACTUS to bombard airfield. Officer prisoner 
states FURUTAKA was second cruiser in column and not third. 
Rear Admiral Zon.ji Goto Oigaaba commanded force. Some indi- 
cation from prisoners statements that A0 3A KINUSASA FURUTUKA 
and accompanying 3 DDs were joined by 2 light cruisers and 
other DDs. Ensign from FURUTAKA states he saw another crui- 
ser sinking while his ships was going down. FURUTAKA sank 
stern first. Discrepancies in statement r of prisoners claim- 
ing to &e from SHIRAKUMO indicate possibility that they may 
be from different 3 DDs. Comamphibf orsopac sends. Comsopac 
has this, 

21 0942 C0MAKPHIBF0RS0PAC to CINCPAC. Info COMSOPAC . C0HAIRS0PAC . etc . 

From prisoners statements and diaries learned that CH0K.AI 
KAK0 A0BA XIITUGASA FURUTAKA TATSUTA TENRYU and 1 of 2 DDs 
took part in attack on our forces night August 8-9 off SAV0 IS- 
LAND. This force came around west side SAV0 ISLAND and veered 
continually left till it retired. Firing was initially to 
starboard. No Japanese ships sunk or hit by torpedo. A0BA 
had damage to forward turret. KAK0 damaged. Statement made 
that force came from KAVIENG or RABAUL. Routes of approach 
and retirement not known. 1 prisoner says that no land was 
visi )le during daytime considered probable that at least part 
of force came south of Island chain which area not air scouted 
on 8th. Para. KAF0 received 3 torpedo hits and sank about 
0700 love (-11) on August 10. Diary says 651 men rescued 
before KAK0 sunk, ^iary states AP KINRYU MARU and DD MUTUII 
were sunk on August 25. Comaraphf orsopac sends. Comsopac has. 

22 2129 OINOPAC to C CLINCH . 

Request approval exchange DETROIT and RALEIGH for cruisers in 
TF 8 in view Theobald's 172343 and critical need for maximum 
strength in Sopac. 
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25 1450 GOMAIRPQPAC to CPl^ r OPAC Info CTF 62 64 61 COMSOY/ESPAC . 

Comalrsopac sends. Results B-17 strikes today. All planes 
armed with four five hundreds. 5 ^lanes sent to intercept 
enemy LGNG victors at Lat 03-05 long 164-30 failed to in- 
tercept. 2nd flight 6 tj lanes sighted 12 enemy ships 1430 
love (-11) lat 07-50 long 163-40 course 000 speed 25 drop- 
ped at 1510 from 15500 feet on BR nil hits. Other ships 
this force not identified but no CV. Opposed by land plane 
VF and AA. Third strike 6 ulanes altitude 1350b at 1710 
hit force of 2 GA and 4 W in lat 0«17 long 160 2 hits 
certain on undamaged GA. Ship reported left dead in water 
burning heavily. 4 explosions noted after attack. Leader 
reports his attack was preceded at 1700 by Dauntless at- 
tack which also obtained one hit on other' cruiser. All 
planes returned. Please dbss to Gomgensopac. 

2 5 0216 COHSOPAC to COMING IT CIHCPAC COMPQWESTPAC OTP 62 61 63 64. etc . 

Sopac operations. 3 Catalinas made night torpedo attacks 
on Jap ships SHORTLA&D TONOLEI area at 0245 L" (-11) 23rd. 
Two torpedoes at CL anchored off MO I LA POINT one hit certain. 
One hit probable. Also 500 pound oomb hit on another CL or 
DD. Third plane attacked probable BB one torpedo vicinity 
ERVENBA INLAND results unobserved due to AA and searchlights. 
All planes returned. Night 23rd search plane contacted two 
groups enemy Naval force. 2027 L 23rd one group Lat 04-55 
South Long 164-52 East CV CL DD. One group CA CL and 2 
DD. CV described as flat top no island about 600 feet long. 
One Catalina with torpedo made contact with CA CL and 3 DD's 
at 0110 L 24th Lat 06-09 South Long 164-14 East. Torpedo 
dropped at 400 yards on CA described as M0GAMI class. Force 
opened with AA after attack. Large explosion which may have 
been torpedo hit noted during retirement. On GUADALCANAL 
beginning ItfOO L 23rd Japs laid heavy barrage on our front 
lines along MATANXKAU RIVER. All calibers including six inch, 
"/hen barrage lifted Paps attempted river crossing in force 
with tanks and massed infantry. Four attacks thrown back with 
five large enemy tanks destroyed. Our air and artillery took 
under fire Pap force observed earlv morning 24th attempting 
outflank left MATANIKAU RIVER line. One T"*F shot down by 
Pap AA. Pilot gunner rescued passenger missing. Halsey 
sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 
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24 0041 comsopag to comnci:. cingpac. cqmfowsppag. gtf 16 17 6? 63 64. 

Sopac operations. GUADALO A !, TAL reports 16 Jap bombers about 
20 zeros over airfield 1120L (-11) 23rd. 20^ zeros 1 bomber 
destroyed. 3 bombers left smoking. All our oilots safe. 
Halsey sends, Garpender pass to Mac Arthur. 1315 L 23rd our 
search plane nt INBISPENSIBLE STRAIT shot down lap 4 engine 
flying boat. Small groups enemy planes over GUADALC AJ T AL 
1300 L 23rd. Grout) of 5 dive bombers sighted shot down. 1 
S3D crashed take off pilot gunner killed. On ground only 
activity artillery fire. Our artillery and air concentrated 
on enemy 155 mm position which relieved damaged. 

26 0440 ctf 61 to jomsopac. 

My 260200. Damage ENTERPRISE more extensive. 2 bomb hits. 
Number 1 elevator out of commission. Can operate reduced 
number planes. More details later. SOUTH DAKOTA bomb hit 
on turret 1. PORTLAND steering gear unreliable. SAN JUAN 
2 small compartments flooded. PORTER sunk. Other DD's 
damaged. Request tanker lat 14 south, 170 east soon as 
practicable. From Comtaskfor 61 to Comsopac. 

26 0210 CTF 61 to C^ fC, 0PAC . 

1 carrier of SHOKAKAU Class hit by 3 1000 lbs. Other car- 
rier of same class hit by 2 500 lbs bombs. That carrier 
smoking and being attacked by 3-17's in position latitude 07- 
05 South Longitude 161-56. MOOAMI CA hit by 2 1000 lb bombs. 
1 hit and 2 near misses on 33. ENTERPRISE landing HORNET 
planes. This report will be amplified. ENTERPRISE attacked 
4 times. No serious damage. From Comtaskfor 61 to Comso- 
pac. Plight deck immobilized due to portion of HORNET group. 
Will endeavor to send extra nlanes to BUTTON. Comtaskgroup 
17.2 25?-340 gives information oh HORNET. 

26 0210 COMSOPAC to COI.'.SvVPAO . CTF 62 42 61 63 64 CINCPAC. COMINCH. 

Sopac operations. During 25th Jap naval forces approached 
GUADALCANAL from southwest north west and north. Others 
operating to northeast GUADALCANAL . Few reports yet. received 
from our striking forces. 1115 Love (-11) 25th lot 07-50 
south, long 160-28 east our search plane shot down Jap fly- 
ing boat. 1052 love 25th GUADALCANAL reported receiving naval 
gunfire from 2 cruisers 1 DD. 1300 love 4 S3D f s from GUADAL- 
CANAL scored 1 hit 1000 pound bomb on forecastle of enemy CA 
also damaging hit or near miss on CL. OA dead in water. 
Enemy force consisted 1 CA 1 CL 3 DD. 2nd S3D strike scored 
hit on CA and near miss on CL same force at 1700 love. B-17 
strike of 6 planes also hit this Jap f6rce at 1710 love. 2 
500 nound bomb hits certain on CL. Left dead in water burn- 
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26 0210 GOLISQPAJ to C0MSV1PAC. etc. (Continued) 

ing heavily. 4 explosions noted after attack. At REKATA 3AY 

2 small AK's with deck load vehicles and ooxes strafed by 
search nlane. Plane attacked by 2 float biplanes. 1 bi- 
plane shot down. Cn ground 24th little action along IJaTAN- 
IKAU where our position intact. Beginning midnight continu- 
ing through early morning 25th Japs attacked toward airfield 
from south. Army battalion reinforced Marines and position 
held during night. Halsey sends. Garpender pass to Mac- 
Arthur. Japs still attacking this area morning 25th. In 
air over GUADALCANAL 25th enemy fighters throughout day at 
irregular intervals. 17 Jap fighters shot down. 16 Jap 
heavy bombers over at 1435 love ?5th. 5 combers shot down. 

9 dive bombers Aichi type attacked position at 1500 love. 

Only minor damap-e by bombs. 2 our fip-hter pilots jumped and 
rescued. 

27 0426 Comsopac to Cincnac. Cominch. CTF 61 62 63 64 42. etc. 

3opac operations. B-17 on search 1020 L(-ll) 25th was at- 
tacked by 6 Nagoya landplane zeros with bellytanka. 1 zero 
down in flame. Bombardier killed. Our plane returned. 
Taskforce 64 made 'offensive sweep through area west GUADAL- 
CANAL evening 25th. No surface contact with enemy. Pre- 
liminary reports from Task -?orce 61 indicate that force got 

3 1000-pound bomb hits on 1 enemy CV. 2 500-pound bomb hits 
on another CV. Both CV's 3H0KAKU class. 2 1000-pound bombs 
on CA MGGAMI class. 1 hit 2 near misses on Jap BB. Halsey 
sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur, PBY reported at 0215 

L 27th had torpedoed Jap carrier result not seen. Jap force 
1 OA 1 CL 4 DD which was reported under attack 25th by SBD 
twice and B-17 strike once was again attacked by SBD's and 
P-39's at 0700 L 26th. P-39 got 1 500-pound bomb hit on 
CA. Very near miss on CL by CBD. Both cruisers proceeding 
slowly leaving large oil slicks. Jap DD which shelled 
SEMINOLE morning 25th were strafed by 4 Grumraans. 1 DD also 
hit by 3 5-inch shells from LUNG A battery. At GUADALCANAL 
Japs attacked in force during night 25th-26th. Main attack 
down LUITGA River from South. 1 attack this sector by Jap 
29th infantry penetrated lines south of airfield. Cur lines 
here restored by strong counterattack of 1 64th infantry. 
Along MATANIvAU River 7th Marines drove Jans to south. During 
25th our AA shot down 1 bomber 3 zeros. Ground troops got 
1 zero. 
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27 0031 SQMAIRSOPAC to CC':S?'VIC. Info CTF 62 6l 64 , 

Amplifying report 51 P 6 261540. At 0055 enemv force 
2 CV 1 BB 2 OA 2 CL 1 DD lat 06-51 long 165-06" course 
030 speed 20. 1 CV very large with small island other 
CV smaller with flush deck. No planes on deck either 
carrier. Fish dropped at 500 yards at largest carrier. 
Results unobserved due heavy AA. Other Catalina armed 
with 4 contact 500' s made steep glide bombing attack on 
CA at 0105 1 (-11) lat 04-25 long 164-35 course 080 speed 
30. 2 bombs under stern threw water over ship and into 
tunnel hatch. 2 direct bomb hits fell aft stack lit up 
ship permitting identification. After retirement 2 large 
explosions seen at same location. Attack opposed by heavy 
AA until after both hits. Plane damaged but" returned 
safely. No other ships in area. 3rd Oatalina no contact. 

27 0045 GTF 61 to C0?.1°0PAC. 

My (Comtaskfor 61' s) 260440. This action to Oomsopac. 
Damage now determined requires following ships proceed to 
port for further examination and temporary repairs. ENTER- 
PRISE "PORTLAND SAN TITAN SMITH MAURY. SHAW with survivors 
of PORTER not damaged. Commanding Officer GOUT?: DAKOTA 
seriously wounded. Guns of turret 2 nicked by fragments but 
may be serviceable. Following undamaged C0MYNGHAM PRESTON 
MAIiAN CUSHING. Also -THNEAU now with me. Additional dam- 
age ENTERPRISE, Forward gyro out. 4 feet down by the 
head. Fragment holes in sides. Number 3 and 4 bomb 
elevators out. Also 5 inch ammunition hoists to groups 1 
and 2. Forward 50 feet hanger deck bulged. 3 radio trans- 
mitters out. 1 DF loot) 3hot away. Degaussing cables cut. 
Personnel casualties ENTERPRISE 30 dead" 60 wounded. PORT- 
LAND 1 steering unit out other unreliable. Vessels task 
force 17 are about to join me. 

26 0*14 OOMSOPAC to OQMIMCH Info JINOPAC. C0MAIESQPAC . C^O-ENr-OPAO . 

Comsopac to Cominch Info Cincpac Comairsopac. {See Pinks) 

27 0437 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Tnfo Onnav. Comserforpac . Cominch. Supers . 

A base command separate from Seronsopac is essential this 
area for planning construction and administration. Your 
21022 5 and my 230837. Long known need for case construc- 
tion on large scale now reemphasized by damage to ships and 
lack of facilities for adenuate support of land based air 
and amphibious operations. If approved I plan to assign 
Captain W R Carter now in this area as Commander Naval Bases 
South Pacific Area. Request following additional personnel 
report by air: 1 Copt for aviation planning, 1 Colonel 
Marine Corps for planning land and AA defenses 1 Captain 
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27 0437 C0M5QPAC to CINCPAC, etc . (Continued) 

GEC for advanced base planning and construction and 1 
Commander or Lt Comdr Specialist in each of the follow- 
ing: Aircraft maintenance, Aircraft supplies, Aerology, 
Ship Maintenance, Radio Material, Radar degaussing loops 
and sono buoys, mines, nets and booms, torpedoes, ord- 
nance plus appropriate officer personnel for operation 
of South Pacific Advanced Base Depot. Ref Opnav 241938. 
Additional assistants to the Commander Xi aval Bases will 
be furnished from this area or requested by des natch if 
recommended organization is approved. Early action re- 
quested. Opnav deliver Cr-minch Fupers and Budocks for 
info. 

28 0311 CINCPAC to COKINCH 

For Admiral King only. While not havin T complete picture 
believe V/ASP announcement somewhat premature unless cer- 
tain that Japs had full knowledge of it. Also immediate 
release of PORTER ' s name was hard on morale of dependents 
therefore on personnel. Recommend previous policy of 

withholding name of ship until it can be announced that 
next of kin have been informed. 

23 0326 COMSOPAC to COKINCH, CIHCPAC, CTF 61. C0MS0WE3PAC , etc . 

Further report. Sopac operations. PBY attacks early 
morning 27th states enemy force consisted 2 CV, 1 BB, 
2 CA, 2 CL, 1 DD lat 06-41 south long 165-06 east. 1 CV 
very large small island. Other CV smaller with flush 
flight deck. No planes on deck either carrier. Torpedo 
was* dropped 500 yards at larger carrier. Heavy AA. An- 
other PBY with 4 contact 500 pound bombs made steep glide 
on CA at 0105 love (-11) 27th lat 05-25 south long 161-35 
east. 2 bombs under stern throwing water over ship. 2 
direct hits aft stack. After retirement of plane, 2 large 
explosions seen. Heavy AA until after bomb hits. Plane 
damaged but returned safely. Halsey send3. Carpender 
pa3s to MacArthur. On GUADALCANAL during night 26th-27th 
numerous smal" attacks by Jap land forces. All repulsed 
outside our wire. Last 5 days our casualties 86 dead, 
109 wounded. Jap losses 9 tanks (14-18 tons), one reg- 
imental battery, many heavy and lieht machine cuns. At 
least 2000 Japs killed. TREVER , ZANE report being attacked 
by 3 new Jap DD while returning from GUADALCANAL 25th. 
Scored at least four hits on DD's. They report at least 
2 of these Jap ships sunk by GUADALCANAL bombers. 

28 0351 CINCPAC to COMSOPA C Info COMINCH 

Am concerned over each of defenses of BUTTON and desire 
to assist you In every way to improve them. As there 
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28 0351 CINCPAC to CCMSOPAC INFO COMINCH 

was no basic joint plan for its establishment suggest you 
have one drawn up for it3 defenses and I will submit It to 
Cominch for aoproval and implementation. Enroute to you 
is copy of Joint Chiefs of Staff Aircraft Plan which sets 
BUTTONS aircraft complement by January 1st as 13 Army med- 
ium bombers, 25 Army fighters, 18 V3B, S VOS, and 18 VP. 

28 0921 C OMN A VUN IT BUTTON to CCMSOPAC INFO COMAIRSOPAC, CIKCPAC 

COOLIDGE struck two mines 0930. Sank SEGOND CHANNEL 1050 
local October 26 in about 20 fathoms. Vessel and cargo 
total loss. Army personnel on board 4604. Known loss 1 
officer, 3 men. 27 additional missing but reported seen 
ashore. Navy personnel on board 2 officers, 50 enlisted; 
all saved. Crew ship reported 290. Only loss 1 fireman. 
Survivors being temporarily based ashore. Channel open 
to normal traffic. Ship entered Channel through mined 
entrance. Master states was not notified of existence 
mine field. Picket boat with pilot stationed proper ent- 
rance could not attract attention of ship or overtake. 
Signal station ashore warned ship but ship could not kill 
headway before hitting mine. Beached turned over to port 
and slid off coral ledge into deep water one hour twenty 
minutes after hitting mine. Letter report follows. 
Comairsopac has by hand for information. And passes. 
Comnavunit BUTTON originates. 

28 1001 MACARTHUR to COMSOPAC INFO CINCPAC 

Can utilize to advantage from airdromes this area any 
available B-24's. Re Comsopac 272330. Assume planes 
belong 90th Group. Squadron just arrived here from that 
group grounded about four days for replacement nose wheel 
collars. Due to lack protection underneath where inter- 
. ception is normally exoected consider this type should 
be used in night missions. Otherwise operational losses 
and damage will soon reduce weight of attack below that 
which can be regularly sustained In night operations. 
Pilots of squadron iust arrived here not yet competent for 
night operations under adverse weather conditions encount- 
ered here, but expect to have them ready in ten da^'s. 
Every effort being made and will be made to hasten train- 
ing oeriod for pilots here on arriving. Above facts given 
in order you may have complete picture of situation. Let 
me know your decision. From MacArthur to Halsey. Info 
Nimitz . 
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28 2225 CITTCPAC to CC".TC?AC Info OOT.INCTI. 

Ground situation at CACTUS can be turned in our favor 
only by offensive action. Our present forces have per- 
formed magnificently but their present strength appears 
to have restricted them to the defensive which nay be 
fatal if enemy succeeds in building up sufficient super- 
iority on Island. -Japs have favored dark: of moon for 
reinforcing their troops. Lull after intense activity 
appears to give us opportunity now for placing strong 
reinforcements on CACTUS that will permit offensive 
operations. Comment. 

29 0130 COHSOPAC to OINCPAO, Info COMINCH . 

In complete afreement your 28222 5. Supplies now enroute. 
From Corns op a c to Cincpac info Cominch. Force consisting 
2 raider comnanies, Army infantry battalion, small AA unit- 
and ACOPN 2 shortly at AO LA BAY CACTUS to develop support- 
ing airfield there. Above to be increased in strength as 
field develops. 8th Marines land soon at KUKUM, landing 
coordinated with offensive launched by present garrison 
if then feasible. Marine aviation engineer battalion and 
2 batteries 155 fruns now enroute KUKUM, Marine replace- 
ments 1 .Army regiment American Division moves to CACTUS as 
transportation available. Opening phase above operations 
begins mornins; 30th L (-11) with ships gunfire on hostile 
installations. CACTUS will not crack. 

29 0106 OO'irOPAC to COMIUCH. CTF 6l 62 63 f>U. CINCPAC, etc. 

WASHINGTON subjected 2 submarine attacks early morning 26th. 
SoPac operations. Several torpedoes seen each attack. All 
missed. Torpedoes apparently set to explode at end of run. 
On GUADALCANAL Japs attacked 3 points on perimeter at night- 
fall 27th. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to Mac Arthur. One 
attack penetrated but oosition restored by counter attack. 
Other attacks stopped outside wire. GUADALCANAL air forces 
attacked Jap 8 gun AA battery at K0KUMB0NA with SBD's and 
P400's. Battery silenced and ammunition dump and stores 
destroved. Continued attacks on susnected field gun posi- 
tions." No fire from these 26th. GUADALCANAL air dropped 
11 100 nound 3 300 pound bombs on Jap oivouac area RICKATA 
BAY 0920 L (-11) 27th. Fuel or ammunition dump set afire. 
7 float nianes strafed on water. Four of these burned. 
One our pilots parachuted northwest tip YSABEL ISLAND* 

2B 0330 CTF 16 to CINCFAC Info COHIUCI!. COIviSOPAC . CTF 17 . 

Your 262351 following from Comtaskforce 17 Quote NPM 803 
Oct 18. Action addressee incorrectly decoded as Comtask- 
force 17 resulted in disnatchinpr ships of this task force. 
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28 0330 OTP 16 to OIITCPAJ (Continued). 

Mission unsuccessful. Letter and MORRIT action report 



forwarded when practicable. Unquote. Comdesron 2*in MOR- 
RIS raided patrol line about four hours 15 minutes prior 
raid by Oomdesdiv 9 in LAMSON with HAHAN. This originated 
by Comtaskforce 16. N?M deliver to Cincpac for action and 
NSS for info Oominch. *lso pass to Corasonac. By visual to 
Comtaskforce 17. 



28 2240 OTF 8 to TASKFQRCE 8. Info COMITTOTI. CIUOPAC. COTr^TPEAFROIJ. etc . 

Comtaskforce 8 reports reconnaissance October 27. SEO-TTLA: 
Northeast coast negative, one shack on west slope which was 
in ruins. CARELO : Orey shack observed. No traces enemy 
occupation either island nor on ATTTJ also scouted. Damaged 
ships KISKA TTAinOT: and GERTRUDE GOVE as previously reported. 
Afternoon mission of 6 B-24's found KISKA closed in and re- 
turned with bombs. Info stations deliver to usual local 
adees Oominch Cincpac Oomwest seaf ron Comd/ren '/DC and Comnor- 
westseaf ron. 

29 0251 COMSOPAC to C0MAIRS0PAC. Info CINCPAC, COMAIRPAC, etc . 



Your 240221 concur necessity establishment subordinate com- 
mand. Eventually propose Comfair each imoortant base in 
Sopac area. At present WHITE POPPY only such activity in 
being. Until separate CO. provided necessary Compatwing 
1 continue functioning as Comfair WHITE POPPY. This by 
ciailgram with copy of reference for all info adees. 
Ref: Comairsopac 240221 : The rapidly increasing importance 
and employment of Naval Aviation in the South Pacific Area 
makes it essential that a shore based aircraft subordinate 
command be established as soon as practicable. It would 
3eem logical that this command be a part of Aircraft Pacific 
Fleet, that organization being the source of aircraft supply 
In this area. Para. The duties of Commander Aircraft South 
Pacific are such that it is impracticable for that officer 
to carry out properly the administrative functions of a sub- 
ordinate command. Compatwing ONE for the present is function- 
ing as such for patrol aircraft within the limitations of 
his organization which is in process of establishment. 
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30 0150 cc t 'Copa.c to 1 >oi "TT"'> 1T , cinqpag. oonsn-yypAC. ctf 4? 61 62 63 64 . 

Sopac operations, Search plane lot 13-15 South hong 162- 
45 Fast dropped 2 iombs on lap sub submerged at 0735 L 
(-11) 29th. Large oil slick.' Ground action at GUADALCANAL 
confined to small patrol contacts and mopping up vicinity 
our position. Patrols operating West l.'ATANIKAU renort several 
hundred Jap dead vicinity POINT CRUZ. 3 additional Jap tanks 
found destroyed. Hostile order of battle established as 
OKA Regiment 4th Infantry 29th Infantry 15th Heavy Artillery 
Regiments and additional units not yet identified. P-400's 
attacked Jap troops West KA.TANHCAU. 1730 L 28th 2 P-400's 
destroyed 2 float planes EEKATA BAY. 2 Jap heavy bombers 
overhead at 0400 L 29th. Bombs fell in water. At 0030 L 
30th PT boat reported torpedo hit on Jap DD between SSPER- 
ANCF and ^AVO. Left dead in water. Halsey sends. Car- 
pender pass to MacArthur. 

30 0602 OOMSOPAC to COMAIRrOPAC. GOKGOSN 1st I.1ARDIV. COHSQWESTPAC . etc. 

Task Force 65 (3 cruisers 10 destroyers 3 transports) will 
land 8th Marines reinforced at CACTUS on 3 November to re- 
inforce garrison. My 291007. Details in CTF 65 OnPlan CI 
which Conairsopac and units of TP 65 have. In air mail to 
other addressees. CTF 63 provide all practicable support 
by air scouting and striking opnosinc- enemy forces. Com- 
gen GAGTUS nrovide air coverage for TF during approach, 
retirement and while in CACTUS area. Oarpender pass to 
MacArthur. Request Sowespac air support by continued 
strikes agrainst enemy forces northwest SOLOMONS area. 
Priority of targets carriers, battleships, other combatant 
units. Action addees acknowledge. 

30 1819 0T 7T CPA0 to CTF 8 Info CO::S0PAG. COMINCU. 

PacFlt experience to date with defensive mining not repeat 
not conducive to extension such measures. Take every prac- 
ticable step to insure that your defensive minefields are 
less dangerous to own ships than to enemy. 
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31 0534 COMSOPAC to SpMINCE, CIHCPAC, COMFQVJBSPAC . CTF 42. etc. 

Searchnlane reports. Sopac operations. Attack on Sub lat 
13-10 south long 163-44 east. Results negative. On GUADAL- 
CANAL 29th no important ground contacts. We continued, mop- 
ping up operations. Small patrol captured and damaged 2 
Jap 75 mm guns west MATANIKAU. Our Diane s continued attack 
missions on Jap positions. 2235 L (-11) 29th S3D on patrol 
sighted 2 Jap DDs vicinity TASHAFARONOA and dropped bombs. 
No damage but DDs proceeded toward RUSSELLS. 0015 1 30th 
3 SBD's bombed DDs west RUF SELLS. No contact thereafter. 
1 SBD missing. 0510 L 30th 7 Orummans attacked REKATA BAY. 
Destroyed 3 biplanes on water 3 zero float planes 2 bi- 
planes in air. Set fire to and strafed main building and 
fuel dump. Strafed camp results unknown. Halsey sends. 
Oarpender pass to Mac Arthur. 0030 to 0845 L 30th 1 cruiser 
and 4 DDs bombarded Jap positions GUADALCANAL. Destroyed 
artillery boats buildings. 

31 0355 CINCPAC to COMINCH info COMSOPAC. COMFUBPAC. 

Your 281735 believe our situation different from enemys 
in that area os his operations against CACTUS is quite 
thoroughly scouted by our aircraft while he has difficulty 
in projecting aircraft to southward and southeastward of 
CACTUS. Aircraft are so much more efficient as scouts 
and submarine offensive role is so much the most effective 
employment that I consider it correct to keep the majority 
of submarines in focal areas and make information mission 
secondary to attack. However, due to repetitious enemy 
deployment during his advances I believe that employment 
suggested by Halsey' s 300416 offers excellent possibilities. 
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31 09/4.6 CTF 62 to STUKOIR, CARNEY, MCKEAN, Info CINCPAC. etc. 

Mission AOLA BAY occupation group is to construct fighter- 
strip soon as tiossible to be followed by bomber strip and 
to deny AOLA. BAY to enemy. CTF 62 sends for delivery to 
STURGIS and CARNEY. Command passes to ^omgen CACTUS on 
completion of debarkation. Para. Plan to reinforce with 
following units: Afirm - Remainder ACORN ONE. Baker - 
One five five millimeter guns as soon as available. Cast - 
Additional infantry to bring total of one regiment less 
one battalion. Dog - One battalion field artillery. 

31 2126 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC . 

Recommend following reorganization Sopac Force. Afirm. 
Detach first Marine Corps from Amphibious Force. Baker. 
Establish Corps Commander on same echelon of command as 
Commander Amphibious Force. Cast. Joint planning between 
two commanders under control Comsopac. Dog. Comsopac 
assign units of First Corps to Amphibious Force as nec- 
essary for operations or training. On conclusion of train- 
ing exercises such units revert to Corps. When deemed 
advisable after conclusion of landing phase of an opera- 
tion a task organization for the shore phase of the opera- 
tion will be established, or the Corps units will revert 
to the Corns, when and as directed by Comsopac. 
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01 2359 COM3 CPA C to CCT.IKCT:, CI! T CPAC, COKSOWESPAC etc . 

Sopac operations. 0530 L (-11) 1st 7 Gruranans at 
REKATA BAY destroyed all 5 Jap planes on beach. 
Many wrecked planes about. Straffed all bv idlings, 
started fire in cocoanut grove. AA very heavy and 
accurate.. Our planes damaged but returned. 5th 
Marines crossed* MATANIKAU at daybreak 1st. Attacked S 
to west. Supported by B-17 ' s . Continuous attacks by 
P-400's and SBD's throughout day silenced Jap artillery. 
Enemy withdrawing slowly. We have advanced about 2 
miles with relatively light casualties. Halsey sends. 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. 

Q 01 0515 COMQEN 1st MARDIV to COKSOPAC info CTF 62 etc . 

5th Marines crossed MATANIKAO at daylight this morn- 
ing and attacked to the west. Attack supported by 
B-17 bombardments. Constant attacks by P-400's and 
SBD's throughout the day silenced Jap artillery. 
Enemy withdrawing slowly taking advantage of rough 
terrain to reduce effect of air and artillery attack. 
We have pushed forward approximately 2 miles with re- 
latively light casualties. Attack followed up by 
large reserve force for use in event enemy make de- 
termined stand this side POHA river. 

01 0501 COKTARDIV 1 to CCI.ISOPAC info CCHAIRSOPAC etc . 

Bomber field graded 5400 feet. Take off end 1700 
feet being crowned to receive mat. Mat laid last 
3500 feet. Fighter field one rolled gras3 surface 
4G00 feet long completed. Fighter number 2 graded 
s — ^ 3250 feet. Soil stabilization in progress prior to 

laying somerfield mesh. 

01 2115 CINCPAC to COMTNCH 



Unless there is evidence not at hand here that the 
enemy actually saw the HORNET sink, I feel very strong- 
ly that yesterday's announcement was of considerable 
assistance to the enemy and correspondingly harmful 
to us in a very critical situation. 
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November (OCT) 

03 0130 COTTOPAC to CINCPAC. COHINCB, COMSOV/ESPACFOR. etc. 

Sopac operations. Patrol returning from AO LA on 
GUADALCANAL reported only contact with small groups 
Japs to eastward our position. No ground activity 
during night first-second. S3D»s harrassed Jap positions 
during night. Our destroyers assisted attack west 
MATANHCAU RIVER morning 2nd by bombardment. Later 
report of damage to Jap naval forces by TF 6l 26th 
states: Add 4 1000-pounders on 2nd TONE Class OA. 
Change 1000 pounder on unidentified BB to 500 pounder 
on CL. ^ Add 1 additional torpedo hit port side same 
NACHI Class CA. Halsey sends. Carpender pass to 
MacArthur. 

04 0146 COMSOPAC to OOKINOH. CINOPAC. CO^OVresPACFOR . etc . 

On GUADALCANAL, Sopac operations. Our attack continued 
with slow progress during second. One 75, 6 37 mm and 
many machine sjras captured. All units advancing morn- 
ing third. Two fisrhters lost due operational crashes 
but pilots safe. SBD's and ?-39's completed numerous 
missions supporting ground troops. One enemy gun and 
three trucks destroyed by bombing. 3 SBD's off 1730 
L (-11) second to attack hostile force 4 PL;, 17 DD. 
None returned. 1 SBD reported enerav DD vicinity KOKtJM- 
BONA at 2130 L (-11) second. Plane' failed return. 
Halsey sends. Carpender pass to MacArthur. 

04 0725 Retiring GACTUS transports for night to South INDISPENSA- 
BLE STRAIT to return tomorrow entering SEALARK CHANNEL 
at 0430 November 5th. Require 6 more hours. AO LA BAY 
group will continue unloading tonifht estimate complete 
\-s late tomorrow. 4 cruisers 6 destroyers remain south 09- 

12 in INDISPENSABLE STRAIT ready to strike favorable 
targets tonight. This from Callaghan. 

04 0235 CTF 62 to OTP 65.5 Info CTF 65 63. COIT.QPAO. COLIGEN CACTUS , 

Comsopac has directed Carlson and two companies second 
raiders remain A0LA BAY for present and be reenforced with 
two additional companies. Para. Direct MoKEAN, MANL3Y on 
completion debarkation raiders proceed at best speed to 
arrive BUTTON during daylight refuel embark two companies 
1 I second raiders. Orders as to logistics and further move- 

s' ments Will be issued later. Inform STURGIS and Carlson. 

Pass to McKEAN and MANLEY by hand. O mgen CACTUS informed 
in another system. CTF 62 originator. 
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03 0015 0IN0PAJ to COM INCH . 

. For Admiral King only. Believe Army should retain 
defense HOLLY and increase effectiveness thereof in 
accordance with recommendations being sent you separately. 
'7e need for amphibious purposes all the Marines that can 
be made available. 1 note from enclosure your ser 00935 
of 7 September that Army troops are only used for amphibious 
work due to lack of Marines. 

05 0524 C0 MS0PA0 to CINCPAC. G0M INCH. OOMSVfPAC. CTF 42. 6l. 62. 63 . 

Friendly 3S reports. Sopac operations. 2 torpedo hits in 
NATO RI Class cruiser irJDSS7 , SN°AlLE STRAIT 0415 love (-11) 
3rd. On GUADALCANAL our attack west MATANIKAU continued 
successfully. 350 Japs killed one Dosition west POINT 
CRUZ. 3 field nieces twelve 37 mm, 30 machine puns cap- 
tured. Jap positions KOK^BONA shelled by our naval 
forces. NI,-ht third - fourth Japs landed force 7000 
yards east K0LI POINT. Attacked at dawn by battalion 7th 
Marines. Attack driven back by superior forces with artil- 
lery. Our ground troops concentrating afternoon fourth to 
destroy this hostile force. Beginning 1630 love Zfth three 
planes bombed strafed area east K0LI POINT. Halsey sends. 
Carpender pass to Mac Arthur. 
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05 2358 ccmsopac to comincn, cingpac. coks^itpac. ot? 61 62 63 64 . 

Un GUADALCANAL Sopac operations. Marines holding captured 
positions west MATA&IKAIT, "lineny made strong counterattack 
this area nieiht 4th- 5th. Repulsed with heavy Jap losses. 
On east sector Marines holding vicinity KOLI POINT while 
2 battalions Army move to envelop enemy left flank from 
south. Fighting this sector during 4th limited to patrol 
actions. Our air maintained continuous patrols over 
enemy positions. Strafed known hostile positions includ- 
ing mobile gun With ammunition trailer on road east E0KUM- 
BOITA. Ilalsey sends. Oarpender pass to Mac Arthur. 8th 
Marines landed reinforced GUADALCANAL position 4th- 5th. 
AOLA BAY detachment now ashore, Oonpenlst MarAmph Corps 
and ComOenSoPac have. 

07 0150 CpMSOPAO to CXmp^cmnM^j COMPAQ, OTF 42. 61. etc . 

During October. Sopac operations. Sopac airforces de- 
stroyed 369 hostile aircraft. No probables or damaged in- 
cluded. At 0400 love (-11) third MGCAULA sighted peri- 
scope close aboard submerging lat. 10-50 south long l6l- 
20 east. Attacked with depth charges. Loud underwater 
explosions after depth charges exploded. Sub possibly 
sunk. On GUADALCANAL morning 6th, 164th Infantry had com- 
pleted passage MALI! 'BUT river and advancing to north to 
envelop hostile south flank. No large contacts this area. 
On west our position second marines repulsed light attacks 
west of POINT CRUZ during night 5th - 6th. TULAGI marines 
completed successful operation against Jap outpost CAPE AS- 
TROLABE. 19 enemy killed, one captured. All radio equip- 
ment documents arms and ammunition captured intact. Only 
two unarmed Japs escaped to bush. No marine casualties. 
1130 love 5th 27 bombers and zeros over GUADALCANAL positions 
Our fighters made no c intact due cloud conditions. Bombs 
dromed near defense li~~i.es killing one, wounding five. Our 
air continuously over Jap positions. Five attacks by P-400's 
one by SBD's on enemy "nositions. Ilalsey sends. Oarpender 
pass to Mac Arthur. 

06 2139 V^PNAY to C-'-r'^A-Z info 0r T C^A0, COMiTr-gAPR^T, etc. 

Following Planned (A) Sail MC TT NT VERNON for ''.HITS POPPY 
from SAN PEDRO about 24 'V>vember with personnel for voy- 
age repair facilities eouivalent 1 AD, 20th, 24th, 26th, 
27th, °eebees, Mobile Hospital TT u^ber 7 and casuals plus 
bag-a^e tenta^e and galleys for all embarked --erspnnel. 
°ail -TTTPITEP from RUENESfS. about 19 November with essen- 
tial Seebee material and medical supplies and equipment 
followed by another ship with remainder Seebee cargo and 
eouivalent ad cargo. Shin "obile Hospital Number 7 cargo 
later when Will not interfere with vital military supblies 
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06 2139 VO^TAY to C'iPr'AC info CrTff'AC, W^MMBMj etc . (Cont'd) 

and eauipment . St a MOUNT VST TON 6 December. HJPITEr: 5 Dec- 
ember. (B) Hail coalmine as scheduled (C) Tail ACQHtiS 3 
and U when construction equipment diverted to AD's is re- 
placed requiring 30 days, and transports are available 
estimated middle December. Do yon amrove" Request im- 
mediate renly in order start loading, r ^L pass to Mobile 
Hospital 7 for info. 



07 2358 C0KAMPH0H30PAC to CINGPAC. Info COKINCH, C0I.IS0PAC . etc . 

Documents captured CACTUS indicate presence our naval forces 
has prevented landing that part 38th Div. embarked on trans- 
ports and general attack planned for Nov. 3rd therefore not 
possible. Sickness and shortage of food and ammunition in 
enemy forces noted in diaries. Our naval gun fire and air 
attacks appear very effective and decline in morale noted. 
Indications continue of presence 17th Army Headquarters on 
CACTUS. Enemy tank unit identified as 1st Independent Tank 
Company. 

08 0101 COMSOPAC to COMINCH, CINCPAC , COMSY/PAC , CTF 16 .42 . 62 . 63 . 64 . G5 . 

No activity, Sopac operations, on west flank GUADALCANAL 6th. 
On east flank we advanced to KETAPONA RIVER , 4 miles east 
KOLI POINT. No contact enemy forces. Advance to east continu- 
ing morning 7th. P-400's made 7 attacks on Jap positions. 
Destroyed large ammunition dump and boat with gas drums. Con- 
tinuous SBD patrol over Jap oositions. PT boats reported 2 
Jap DD off LUNG I POINT 0200 L<-11) 7th. Claim 1 DD sunk. 
Our air reported later large oil slick boxes liferafts and 
debris vicinity NUGU ISLAND SKYLARK CHANNEL. 1IAJABA while 
unloading supplies to GUADALCANAL struck amidships by one 
torpedo 2 miles east LUNGA 0930 L 7th. Halsey sends. 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. At 1730 L 7th air strike con- 
sisting 7 SBD 3 TBP 8 P-39 22 F4 attacked 1 CL 10 DD at Lat. 
07-10S Long. 159-40East. 2 torpedo hits 1 1000 pound bomb 
hit 1 near miss on CL. 1 torpedo hit on DD. P-39's shot 
down 5 float biplanes. P4 ' s shot down 5 float Zeros 2 float 
biplanes. 4 P4's failed return. One pilot rescued. Enemy 
headed east 1800. Planes saw explosion after ships no longer 
visible . 
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09 0126 CC?.°GPAG to JnyjTTCM, CI^PAC, 00?r0WE3PAQFQR. CTF 4?. 16. etc . 

GUADACANAL morning search strafed bombed 3 beached float 
binlanes REKATA BAY. Destroyed 3 landing boats south CAPE 
SSPSMNGSi Destroyed 3 landing »ats west TA3SAFAR0NGA. 
Evening 8th. Sopec operations. Sighted bombed strafed 
destroyed e 2 man Jap S3 GAPE ESPERANCE. GRAYLING reports 
2 torpedo hits in CHIYODA type aircraft tender. 1500 L 
(-11) 7th LANSDOY/NE bombarded suspected Jap positions east 
KQU POINT. n GUADALCANAL 7th no activity in west. Our 
forces moving east from 11ETAP0NA RIVER but no contact. In 
attack on CL and 10 DD reported yesterday GRU1.E.IANS scored 
additional 2 hits 2 nesr misses with 100 nound bombs on Jap 
DD. P-400's executed 5 attacks missions Jap ground instal- 
lati ons . Halsey sends, Carpender pass to IviacArthur. Oom- 
gens Sopac and '-'omgensopac have by hand, 

08 0020 CTG 62. 4 to COrSQPAC . Info CINCPAC. OTP 16 . 64. 62. 63. 65. 

For operations against Jap light forces submit necessity 
for guns larger than 5 inch. Jap strength in torpedoes 
necessitates early effective hits which can only be made 
by larger runs. Effectiveness of 5 inch AA for' sinking DD 
is doubtful. ATLANTA carries only about 10 percent common 
mark 32. In order make best use of our doubtful torpedoes 
DD's with 2 or more mounts should be assigned striking 
groups . Para, For night November 2nd I would necessarily 
have called off my operation due PT boats western end SEA- 
LARK and at K0I.I POINT. Was ready to enter SEA LARK and 
proceed vicinity K0LI POINT when info received that PT 
boats were stationed at both oositions. Originator Scott 
in ATLANTA 



09 0347 COrSQPAG to COriNPH, Info SINCPAJ . 

Comsopac answers your Cominch 081500. Can now make full 
power operate 30 fighters 27 33D's, 9 VTs on 24 hours 
notice. Expect cormlete number 1 elevator and hanger deck 
November 21st. Thereafter vessel capable operate full 
power complete air group operations indefinitely. Cog- 
nizance should be taken longitudinal slit starboard shell 
below side armor frames 123 aft to 134. 3 fuel ballast 
tanks open to sea. After pedestal number 2 hypo prep 
turbine stronger than before break. Similar strengthening 
being done all other pedestals. Info Cincpac. 
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10 0316 OGLfiOPA'J to CC-X'/E^TPAC, CIPOPAO, OOHINCrl, GTF 42 . 61. 62 .etc . 

At 2150 L(-ll) 8th PT's rot hit on 1 of 2 Jap DDs off 
ESPERANCE. Sopac operations. 1 PT slightly damaged by 
gunfire. On GUADALCANAL no activity in west. On eastern 
flank contact with enemy 3000 yards east UETAPOIJA RIVER. 
Action continuing. Porning search bombed straffed REKATA 
BAY. Results unknown. 1 plane failed to return. Addi- 
tional .Tap landing boats filled with supnlies sunk vicinity 
ESPERANOS. Evening search 8th sighted bombed straffed 2 
man 38 beached at E3PERANCE. Halsey sends. Garpender pass 
to MacArthur. Additional enemy air losses 7th not pre- 
viously included Sopac summary 3 zero float planes, 1 float 
biplane. 

09 2359 COEGEN 1st I.IAPDIV to C0MSOPA0. Info GTF 62. COKAlRSQPAC . CG SOPA j 

On east flank a Jap force of undetermined size has been 
surrounded near TETEPE. On west flank advance toward KOKUM- 
"BONA resumed at daylight this morning with 2 regiments at- 
tacking in column. T T orninp search yesterday found 2 GL and 
3 DD bearing 300 distance 180 course 300 speed 20. SANTA 
ISABEL search located 2 masted schooner radio eauipped and 
camouflaged. 4 attack missions by P-39s in support of 
ground troops. Evening searches nepative. Planes avail- 
able F4F4 34, ?PD3 20, P-400 2, TBF 13 , F4P7 1, P-39 13. 
Peencinher my 092248. 

09 2045 GTE 8 to I TT GPAG . Info GOE'SEPFOT^ttiqqi:, qq; [PEPEQPPAC . etc . . 

GTF 8 sends. Mining nroject LONG VIEW completed. My 
110437 Sept. Except magnetic mines in KAGALASKA PTRAIT 
and UMAX PASS in which fields mines exploded prematurely. 
Do not propose to remine these fields at this time. NHd 
pass to Gincpac for action and Gomserfor for info. NPG 
pass to Gomserfor Subcom for Info, N3S pass to Vice Opnav 
and Gominch for info. 

11 02 51 COMSQPAC to GTF 17 42 63 67. GOMINCH, CINCPAC. COHSQVffiSPAC . etc 

n GUADALCANAL. Sopac operations. East flank a Jap force 
of undetermined size has been surrounded near TETERE. On 
west flank resumed advance toward KOKUMBONA at daylight 
10th, 4 attack missions during 9th by P39's. SOUTHARD 
reports sighted attacked enemy SS lat 10-13 south, long 
161-09 at 0230 love (-11) 10th. At 1110 love 10th 2 
Grummans dived through formation of 15 zeros at 27,000 
feet. Shot down one, Halsey sends. Garpender pass to 
Mac Arthur. Comgensopac has. 



November (GCT) 

10 2102 GOMSQPAC to CTF 16 Info CINCPAC. COMSQWESPAC . CTF 63. 67. 

Task Force 16 sortie with all units present when ready- 
about 23 hours zed 10 November, Order of sortie and zero 
hour as directed by Task Force Commander. Local mine- 
sweepers will sweep channel to one hundred fathom curve 
prior sortie. Task force provide own air coverage and 
surface antisubmarine protection. After sortie fly on 
air group. Proceed via route to west of POPPY toward 
C ACTUS arriving vicinity Cinccac grid nosit G4694 (Lat. 
14-00 S, Long, 161-30 E) about 21 hours zed 12 November. 
Be prepared strike enemy targets CACTUS Area. 

10 2156 CO FIRST MARDIV to COMSOFAC info CTF 62. C0MAIRS0PAC. NOUMEA . 

On West flank advance continued slowly in fact of increas- 
ing enemy resistance. On East flank our troops engaged 
in mopping up Jap position near TETERE . Raider battalion 
has reached BINIU and is patrolling between BALESUNA and 
METAP0NA rivers. Morning search negative. Enemy planes 
approached at 101 5. Fighters intercepted. One zero hot 
down. Evening search sighted five CD's 210 miles CACTUS, 
Striking force of 17 fighters and 8 SBD's got three near 
misses on each of two destroyers at 1815. One plane lost 
after takeoff. Pilot and gunner rescued. One pilot lost 
last week also recovered. 

11 0954 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC info COM INCH. 

Consider situation here such that reenforcements required 
earliest possible time. Highly desirable use own air- 
craft, bombs, torpedoes, and ammunition along with our 
landing signal officers, key deck personnel, maintenance 
crews and torpedomen. If above is done believe 2 weeks 
training will suffice. Augmentation by Sopac Squadron 
will be dependent upon timely arrival of additional such 
this area, 

10 2030 CTF 8 to TF 8. Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. CGWDC. etc. 

Four P-38 f s escorted by B-17 strafed and destroyed 7 float 
zeros in H0LTZ BAY ATTU 9 November. Two exploded all 
burning. Ten or 12 men observed on beach. No opposition 
no damage to own planes. Two B-26's made low level attack 
on AK in GERTRUDE COVE resulting in near misses. Two 
P-38 f s strafed cargo ship in KISKA harbor and beach area. 
Heavy AA fire from cargo ship shooting out one engine in 
P-38, All planes returned. No changes in enemy shipping 
at KISKA. CTF 8 sends. Info stations pass to following 
local addes Cominch Cincpac Comwesseafron CGWDC and 
ComNWSeaFron. 



-SECRET — 
November (GCT) 

09 0334 FANTAN to CQMAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAO. 

Field renort on NANDI NAREWA field follows. No runway 
construction In progress. New dispersal area is 70% 
completed. Five heavy bomber hardstandings and three 
dispersal roads totaling 4000 feet have been completed. 
Three roads totaling 3000 feet are being stabilized. 
The last 2000 feet of road is aeing cleared. Report on 
DRASA follows. The number two runway is 50% completed. 
Allow seven weeks to complete. Gat and fill work is be- 
ing done on the last 2000 feet. Gravel is oeing placed 
on the first 2000 feet. Gravel stabilization is 15% com- 
pleted. Report on NAUS0RX aerodrome foil ows . The one 
four runway is completed to 5000 feet. The tile drain 
is 47$ completed. The open drains are 90% completed. 
The 48 inch culvert has been completed. Stabilization 
is 17% completed. 

12 0635 CINGPAC to C0MS0PAC Info C0MINCH. C0MAMPHIBFORSOPAC . et c. 

Amphibforpac at SAN DIEGO faced with necessity of rapidly 
training for amphibious warfare third Marine division and 
possibly one Army division. Only combat loaders now 
available to Amphibforpac are two transports one freighter. 
Training cannot be carried forward at reasonable rate nor 
progress beyond elementary stage without sufficient combat 
loaders for at least a reenforced regiment preferably for 
a division. Spearhead for next Sopac advance cannot be 
sharpened without this training. Believe completion troop 
movements now in hand in your area and delivery of ten 
liberty class freighters to you of which first is now 
enroute will materially ease your shipping situation. There 
fore I desire that the combat loading transports and 
freighters which are permanently assigned Amphibforpac but 
doing temporary duty at present in Amphibf orsopac be re- 
turned to SAN DIEGO as soon as this can be done without 
serious prejudice to your current operations. First two 
transports and first freighter should arrive SAN DIEGO by 
20 December if practicable. It will be satisfactory for 
ships returning to leave in Amchibf orsopac all services ole 
landing craft and boat crews for them these shortages to 
be made good after arrival in SAN DIEGO. Advise. 

12 0059 G0MS0PAC to COMXNCH. CINCPAG. COMSWESPAC. CTF 42 16 17 63 . 

Referring SOUTHARD attack on Jap SS, Sopac operations. 
Later reports states attack blew sub stern out of water. 
Sub surfaced 1 minute later then slid under stern 1st 
after 1 4 n hit in about control room. Search made after- 
ward by HOTEY and PBY. Result negative, Halsey sends. 




(Continued on next page) 
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12 0059 COMSOPAC (Continued) 

Garpender pass to Mac Arthur. Comgensopac and ComgenSUMAC 
have. On GUADALCANAL 10th our advance continued on west 
flank. Enemy resistance there increasing. On east flank 
our troops engaged in mopping up Jap positions near 
TETERE. Evening search 10th sighted 5 DDs 210 miles from 
GUADALCANAL, Striking force of 17 fighters 8 SBD's got 
3 near misses on each of 2 DDs. 1 plane lost after take- 
off. Pilot and gunner rescued. At 0930 L (-11) 10 Aichl 
Type 97 dive bombers and 12 zeros attacked ships GUADAL- 
CANAL. ZEILIN damaged by 3 near misses. No other damage. 
Our planes shot down 5 zeros 1 dive bomber. 2 zeros 1 
dive bomber additional probables. At 1135 L (-11) 11th 
5 zeros and 25 twin engine bombers attacked GUADALCANAL. 
Our planes shot down 6 bombers. AA downed 1 bomber, Our 
losses 7 Grummans. 2 pilots saved. Also 5 Grummans 
damaged. No other damage. 

12 2322 PORTLAND to COMSOPAC Info GTE 67. 67.4. CINCPAC , COMINCH . 

Damage night action 12-13 November off GUADALCANAL . PORT- 
LAND. Torpedo hit aft frame 137 starboard blew large hole 
in side destroying stern. No means of steering. Minor 
damage caused by 5-inch shell hit starboard hangar no fire. 
Can use 2 outboard engines. Rudder appears jammed hard 
right, Following garbled account from ATLANTA damage as 
result of night action. 6 turrets out of commission. Both 
fire rooms and forward engine rooms flooded. After engine 
room gradually flooding. Have only diesel auxiliary power. 
Steering gear operating. Eoreraast gone. Ship received 
many 8-inch hits and 1 torpedo hit. Latter in number 1 
engine room port. Bridge struck. Have renuested assistance 
from CACTUS. Intend to send W0RDEN and others NECUJRS 
to garble garble in case available for garble garble. If 
not available conditions of ship warrants sinking. Request 
instructions regarding. Following observed. GUSHING large 
fire visible under formast from waterline, 2 other friendly 
destroyers near TULAGI damage unknown, 

13 0115 PTE 67 to COMSOPAC. CINCPAC. ALL TF COMDRS PACIFIC, etc. 

Following essential for your information includes originator 
CTF 67 120522 refused 10 times by circuit Monitor. Para. 
Task Force 67 on arrival KUKUM 12th received fire from 
enemy shore battery. This is part one of CTF 67 130200, 
Our cruisers and destroyers heavily shelled enemy positions 
silencing battery causing many large fires and explosions. 
At TAS3FAR0NGA found 75 landing boats some previously 
damaged. Our ships gunfire destroyed 30 large damaged others. 
Fire stopped due to enemy air attacks, 

979 



November (GOT) 



13 0140 CTF 67 to COMSOPAC Info OINCPAC. All TF COMS PAG. COM INCH, etc . 

This is part 2 of CTF 67 130200. At 1414 12th ships this 
force plus BETELGEUSE LIBRA SOUTHARD HOVEY while underway 
in close disposition were attacked by about 21 Mitsubishi 
97 torpedo bombers which approached low over FLORIDA during 
high and dive bombing attack on CACTUS. 9 enemy planes 
seen shot down by ships and boat gunfire others by fighters 
only 1 enemy plane seen to escape. SAW FRANCISCO was side 
swiped stern to bow by heavily burning plane battle 2 after 
control and radar destroyed causing 30 casualties. BUCHANAN 
struck by one 5-inch shell some materiel damage 6 casualties. 
A few casualties other ships from own fire. No other damage 
to our ships. Para. AH troops debarked from convov Mc- 
CAWLEY JACKSON completely unloaded, ADAMS B0%, CRESCENT 
CITY 50$, BETELGEUSE 40$, LIBRA 20%. 

13 0200 CTF 67 to COMSOPAC. etc. 

This is part 3 master reference 130200. At 1830 force 
withdrew to east, Turner with transports and AK's SHAW. 
McCALLA, BUCHANAN, SOUTHARD, HOVEY for BUTTON, Callaghan 
with Task Group 67.4 5 cruisers, 8 destroyers, intending 
strike force reported in CTF 63 120030. If enemy was 
found in Straits Callaghan expected reenter SAVO* SOUND 
through SEA LARK between 2300 and 0100. We were aware of 
enemy forces reported NPM 200 and CACTUS 120625. Para. 
After arrival BUTTON SHAW McCALLA, BUCHANAN available to 
you after fueling latter requires some repairs. Comsopac 
pass to Comgensopac. 

13 0428 CACTUS to COMSOPAC Info C0MAIRS0PAC. CTF 67. NOUMEA, etc. 

First intelligible picture this cockpit. At 1200 love (-11) 
KONGO Class BB with 7 torpedo hits and 1-1000 pound bomb 
after part of ship burning fiercely 10 miles north SAVO 
ISLAND. 5 enemy DD's attempting assist her. 1 ship be- 
lieved hostile DD beached and smoking north coast OLEVUGA 
ISLAND. 2 vessels possibly DDs steaming circles trailing 
oil just east NUGU ISLAND identity unknown. Large vessel 
INDISPENSABLE STRAIT type and identity unknown. CUSHING 
burning 5 miles southeast SAVO ISLAND. MONSSEN dead in 
water near CUSHING both abandoned. ATLANTA and PORTLAND 
badly damaged 10 miles southeast SAVO ISLAND proceeding 
slowly eastward, ATLANTA in tow by 10 BO LINK. LAFFEY was 
sunk. 700 survivors picked up 25 percent of which wounded. 
Much oil and debris and some survivors in water south of 
SAVO ISLAND. Some enemy survivors taken being questioned 
to determine name of vessel. 



980 




KomaKR (GOT) 

13 1730 GOMSOPAG to CTF 16 Info ALL TF COM? SOPAC. CINCPAC. COMSWPac . 

Proceed northwesterly remaining about 100 miles from 
SOLOMON ISLAND chain. Your objective transports expected 
moving from FAISI area toward CACTUS. See NPM F x Number 
349 TOR 130IIO. Intention send iee similar objective 
parallel to you near Island chain. Supplement BUTTON and 
CACTUS searches by your own as necessary to locate and 
destroy AP's. CACTUS has essentials. CARPENDER pass. 

14 1020 COHSQPAC to OUADALO ANAL Info C INC PAG. 



Taskfor 16 VF shot down 4 engine seaplane at 1030, Scouts 
reported 10 enemy planes approaching us out no attack 
developed. Sent attack group hit enemy near NEW GEORGIA 
to land CACTUS. Retiring south to fuel DDs tomorrow. If 
there is an air group available CACTUS can return to pick 
it up but not advisable. Ho information regarding number 

that arrived from Kinkaid. Number 1 elevator out of 

commission. Has trouble with number 3. MUSTIN separated 
due change orders proceeding nearest port for fuel. 16 
VF remaining on board. No (last three groups garbled). 
Tliis is Comtaskf or 16 140122 passed to you in another sys- 
tem by Comsopac. 



14 0716 COM NAV UNIT CACTUS to RDO TULAGI , Info COMSOPAC , C0MAIRS0PAC , 

etc . 

My 140122 air strike from CACTUS have seriously damaged 
many transports but force may proceed in reduced numbers. 
Task Force 64 may be in area this evening. Info PT's. 

14 1058 SAN FRANCISCO to CINGPAC. COMSOPAC. CTF 17. Info C0MAIRSOPAC . 

HELENA. 



Preliminary report battle damage night action 12-13 Nov. 
Captain Young. Comdr. Grout er. Gomdr. Hubbard dead. Comdr. 
Arison (navigator) seriously wounded, Lt. Comdr. Schonland 
in command. Officers dead 11, Missing 1. Wounded 8, En- 
listed dead 63. Wounded 88, Missing 10. Staff reported 
separately. Numerous shell hits {several 14 inch bombard- 
ment) above and below water line. Superstructure riddled. 
Nav bridge battle 2 both after directors out of commission. 
Turret 2 out due flooded handling room and possibly flooded 
magazines. Plotting room untenable due lack of ventilation. 
4 5-inch guns 3 1.1-mounts and 4 20-mm out. Engineering 
Dept. in good condition except for numerous ruptures of 
cables including degaussing 4 leaky fuel tanks and no engine 
room ventilation. After gyro out. Ship control from Conn 
and Central only, T3C transmitter plus SO and after Radars 
out. No f iehtinp lights, lighting efficiency about 25 per- 
cent, Got numerous hits on «Tap cruiser which blew up and 
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14 1058 SAN FRANCISCO to CINCPAC . (Continued) 

got IS main battory hits on KONGO Class battleship at 
2000 yards. 5 inch battery sank a DD. SAN FRANCISCO 
par en night boat to TULAOI originates. C raairsonao and 
HELENA have. 

14 1115 SAN FRANCISCO to COKSOPAC . CTF 17. CINCPAC. Inf o COMAIRSOPAC . 

Originated by SAN FRANCISCO, firing air attack afternoon 
Nov 12 following casualties. Dead 1 officer 10 enlisted. 
Wounded 5 officers 22 enlisted. Missing 5 enlisted of whom 
1 picked up by LAFFEY and on her during subsequent night 
action. All wounded transf erred to transports except 
Comdr Grouter who later died of additional wounds received 
in night action. Torpedo plane flew into control aft 
putting that station after FC Radar and after machine gun 
platform out of action and damaging battle 2. CO HELENA 
and Comairsopac have this. 

14 1406 HELENA to COMSOFAC. Info CINCPAC. CTF 67. COMAIRSOPAC. 

Your 14092 5. JUNEAU torpedoed and sunk by submarine at 
1109 love (-11) 14th nosit 10-32 south 161-02 east. HELENA 
originating this, This information transmitted visually 
to B-17 patrol plane with instructions to forward to Com- 
sopac at 1121 love. Buchanan joined this group from Turners 
force at 1215 love. 

13 2233 CO 1st MAF.DIV to COMSOFAC. Info CTF 62. COMAIRSOPAC. etc. 

Ground action confined to east flank where raiders con- 
tinued to attack Jap groups southwest of TETERE. At least 
eighty Japs killed in three contacts. 0730 fighters shot 
down eight of group 10 zeros near SAVO with loss one 
fighter. KONGO 0i ass BB attacked 7 times by TBF 1 s and 5 
times by SBD* 3. Seven torpedo hits and two 1,000 pound 
bomb hits. At 1850 BB still afloat although burning and 
smoking very little way with five DD escorting. Fighters 
straffed DD at zero nine thirty and twelve thirty. 2 recon- 
naissance flights for reported enemy CV's negative. 1745 
near miss by SBD on probable Cast L ve circling damaged 
BB, Other SBD's failed make contact due zero weather 2 
SBD's lost 1900 Dog Cast 3 crashed off KUKUM. Crew lost 
zero one thirty dash zero two forty enemy surface craft 
bombarded airfield. Two hits on fighter' strip. One SBD 
two F4F destroyed. 1? F4F damaged but majority repairable 
today. Personnel casualties light. Pass to Oomgen First 
MarAmphCorp for Info, 
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15 0355 GTF 64 to C QMS OP AO . Info CINCPAC, CQMAIRSOPAC . 

Enemy damage considerable but data incomplete. WALKE 
PRESTON lost south SAVO. BENHAM, GV/IN seriously damaged 
proceeding slow speed west and south GUADALCANAL toward 
BUTTON at 0245 (-11) 15th. Present status not known. 
SOUTH DAKOTA by gunfire hits 30 dead 60 wounded. Serious 
damage battery. Fire Control. Radar. Catapult and 
planes. 5 tanks ruptured but is capable 27 knots. Navy 
yard repairs required to make effective. WASHINGTON un- 
damaged except washed out kingfishers by own gun blast. 
Now in company SOUTH DAKOTA proceeding to meet DD' s your 
14235^. Unless otherwise directed will send SOUTH DAKOTA 
to WHITE POPPY escorted by 2 DD's. Request air coverage 
BENHAM and OWIN and search for survivors south and west 
of SAVO. Air attack reported my 142344 Diane s withdrew 
before attack developed. 

15 0355 C0?. f r0PA0 to CINCPAC. Info COMINCH. CQMSQWESPAC . 

At 1030 L 14th a convoy of 25 ships comprising 12 AP> 
and the rest escort 11 5 miles northwest CACTUS course 
southeast. At 1600 L (-11) 14th CACTUS reported 6 AP 
seriously damaged several DD milling around 60 miles 
northwest of SAVO ICLANT, At 600 L 15th, 3 AP are re- 
ported burning and abandoned in position of first con- 
tact. The same hour 4 AP unloading at TAS 5AFAR0NGA and 
CAPE ESPERANCE. At 1600 L 14th a large enemy force of 
cruisers and DD's reported at 6-52 south 160 east course 
165 speed 17 verified by submarine. At 200 L 15th this 
force identified as 1 0L 4 CA 10 DD. At 800 L 15th 1 
CA 1 CL 2 DD 150 miles north course speed 12, 3 CA 
and 8 DD missing at 1030 L 15th. Task 64 in 11-00 south 
160-45 east. My 122314 ATLANTA MONSSEN and LAFFEY sunk 
CU5HING and BARTON missing. 1400 survivors at CACTUS. 
Aircraft losses 1 fighter 2 F4F 3 SBD 1 DC-3. Enemy 
lost 8 of 10 zeros. JUNEAU torpedoed and sunk by SS 
1109 L 14th at 10-32 south 161-02 east. Enemy appears 
to have suffered the following damage 1 DD sunk 1 cruiser 
blew up 1 BB KONGO or FUS0 Class heavily damaged and 
unreported since afternoon 13th. Another BB damaged. 
3 cruisers heavily damaged possibly sunk, 3 DD damaged 
1 unaccounted for. This does not include damage to 
convoy and its escort nor large force cruisers and DD's. 
Reported at 1600 L 14th in 06-52 south 160-00 east. 
Comsopae originator. Carpender pass to MacArthur. Com- 
gensopac Comrenamphib^orsopao info by hand. 
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15 1310 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMIWCH. COMSOWESPAO . Mac ARTHUR. 

CQHGENSOPAC . 

In addition to my 150355 regarding 12 AP. Five sunk 
three burning dead in water northwest of SAVO. Tour 
reported unloading at GUADALC ANAL are beached and burn- 
ing there. Comsopac sends, Lee reports much damage to 
enemy but no specific information. Carpender pass to 
Mac Arthur. SOUTH DAKOTA requires Navy Yard repairs but 
still capable of 27 knots. Oomgensopac has by hand for 
info. WASHINGTON unharmed. WALKE and PRESTON sunk. 
BENHAM and OWIN seriously damaged. PORTLAND sank 1 
SHIGURI type DD night action early morning 13th. 

14 1926 VOFNAV to COMSOPAC. Info CINCPAC. 

Delivery of aircraft and aviation material to NEW ZEALAND 
air force has been limited by combined agreements to 10 
combat squadrons for period ending April 1943. Now under 
consideration is question of allocation of aircraft pro- 
duction to various united nations for period ending April 
1943. NEW ZEALAND considers herself capable of training 
air and ground personnel up to 30 squadrons for service 
in SoPac and would prefer to employ them in that area 
rather than continue to send them overseas to EUROPEAN 
and AFRICAN theaters. Present outlook indicates feasi- 
bility of increasing all allocations above present levels. 
NEW ZEALAND *s share of increase would be on the order of 
50 percent which would give a grand total of 15 squadrons 
by April 1943. Any disproportionate increase in alloca- 
tion of material to NEW ZEALAND must be set by correspond- 
ing decrease of allocations to other services now in South 
Pacific, Your views on this matter are desired at an 
early date in view of studies now being made. In parti- 
cular desire your estimate of attrition based on the 15 
squadrons strength having in mind your plans for their 
employment, NEW ZEALAND air force is being queried on 
the subject by their representatives in Washington, 

15 1012 CTF 62 to COMSOPAC. Info TF COMRDS SOPAC etc . 

Preliminary report by HELENA of night action 13th by Task 
Group 67.4 now in airmail. Prom CTF 62. As result con- 
ference today with commanding officers ships of this grou-i 
present BUTTON. My preliminary evaluation enemy strength' 
and losses and certain other details follows. A enemy 
in 3 groups totalling 2 KONGO battleships, 2 OA, 4 CL, 
about 10 destroyers. Our force passed between right and 
center groups. Most of the firing was at ranges of 1500 
to 4000" yards. B 1 battleship was struck with 2 torpedoes 
seen to detonate also heavily hit set afire by 8 inch. 
This probably shin found and attacked near SAVO during 
next day. Am (not clear what finally became of this vessel, 
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15 1012 CTF 62 to COHSQPAC (continued) 

5 destroyers seen about noon assisting believed not to have 
been in this action) . Other battleship hit with 2 torpedoes 
and gun fire. This probably shin seen at dawn with 3 des- 
troyers 40 miles distant, 

15 1015 Part two of master reference 151012 from CTF 62 . 

C 2 CA seen to blow up and sink fron torpedoes and gunfire. 
D 1 NATORI seen to sink, 2 additional TENRU or NATORI 
heavily hit and aflame; possibly these were the vessels 
seen later near NUGU ISLAND. E 1 3UBUKI, 2 or 3 other 
destroyers blew up, several set on fire, probably one of 
these later seen beached on OLSVUGA ISLAND. E Center and 
left enemy groups apparently engaged each other, then all 
remaining ceased fire and withdrew. G 3elieve all enemy 
vessels that escaped were hit. H. Action started at 0148 
LAEEEY seen to sink from gunfire at 0153. BARTON seen to 
blow up from gunfire and torpedo hit. At 0156 T Callaghan 
and most of staff killed within 10 minutes of start of 
action. This fact not known to other shi^s until action 
was over. 

Neither Fletcher nor Obannon were hit but latter dam- 
aged by underwater explosion possiblv depth charge from 

LAEFEY. 

16 1124 COHSQPAC to CINCPAC, COMINCH. CQMSOWESPAC . 

Summary of enemy damage. Evaluated by Comso-nac. From 
November 8th to 16th inclusive. Carpenter hand to 
McArthur. Sunk or destroved 1 3B, 3 OA, 2 CL, 5 DD, 
10 AP, 3 AK, 2 SS. Damaged 1 B3, 6 DD. Congensopac 
and Comgenaranhibsopac have for info by hand. Consooac 
sends. S0L0W0N, NEW BRITAIN area fro'i all sources so 
far reported. Neither lees score nor possible bag by 
our subs included. CACTUS reports raider patrol captured 
large quantity ammunition and supplies including personal 
effects Major General Kawacuchi. 15th November bombers 
with 8 zeros; over 6 zeros shot down, 2 others probable 
bonbers turned back. Our air losses nil. Heavy losses 
of enemy personnel suffered from beached transports. 
Their onerations unsuccessful. Our continuous bombiags 
started series of fires still burning at dawn November loth-. 

15 2246 C0 T DGEN 1ST MARDIV to S0MS0PAC. Info CTF 62 etc. 

Daily done part one. Raider patrol destroyed nip NARAUDER 
BASE VOUTEA 5 miles southwest of BINIU killing five and 
capturing large quantities of ammunition sup >lies and 
documents. Material recently caotured near TETERE includ- 
ed personal effects Major General Kawaguchi . Morning 
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15 2246 COMDGEIJIPT MARDIV to COHRO^AC (continued) 

search reported enemy force 4 CL and DDs bearing 350 , 
course 330, distance 80. 0630 3 enemy AK and 1 AP be- 
tween P0HA RIVER and CAPE ESPERANCE . All destroyed by 
noon, 1 sunk, 3 completely ablaze. 1530 8 zeros and 
10-12 dive bombers intercepted by fibers. 6 zeros cer- 
tain and 2 probables shot down. Bombers turned back. 
No fighters lost. 

14 1921 COMINCH to CINCPAC, Info C0MS0PAC 

From OOFS Army and Cominch. Addressees will deliver this 
despatch to army and navy commanders as necessary. 

Army and navy air organizations assigned to the Central 
and South Pacific areas and navy air organizations as- 
signed North Pacific are subject to deployment and re- 
distribution by Cincpac at his descretion. Jig, cast, 
sail confidential despatch 041819 of May is modified 
accordingly. 

The purpose of authorizing Cincpac to dispose all navy 
and array air organizations in the Central and South Pac- 
ific areas at his descretion is to allow the commander on 
the spot entire freedom in the disposition of available 
forces for t he defense of positions for which he is re- 
sponsible. Redistributions under this authority are 
limited to the forxes allotted by the war and Navy De- 
partments and therefore will not be ordered on the basis 
of creating requirements for additional units, 

14 1928 Part two of 141928 . 

Necessary delegation to Comsopac of your mentioned au- 
thority is authorized. 

Any redistribution of air organizations made or planned 
should be reported to the War or Navy Department as ap- 
propriate for information and logistic purposes. 

War and Navy Departments will keep Cincpac informed of 
planned replacements and allocations of aircraft and per- 
sonnel when in all respects ready for delivery can be 
loaded or flown to destination desired by Cincpac. A 
similar procedure will b© followed in regard to air 
organizations made available by War or Navy Department. 
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16 0830 PORTLAND to CTF 64. etc. {Continued} 



open fire. Rolled over and sank in 30 seconds. WALKE 
hit by heavy calibre shells forward and in waist and 
possible torpedo, sank in about 5 minutes. MEADE, BOBO- 
LINK and YP recovered about 24 officers and about 220 
men. By hand to C mnavect SOLOMON ISLANDS. 

15 0145 MEADE to C0MF0FA0. CTF 62, Info C INC PAG . COM INCH, etc. 

Bombarded 3 enemy transports beached on GUADALCANAL 
morning of 15th (MEADE SENDS). 600 rounds expended no 
opposition believed personnel landed prior to bombard- 
ment. Left transports burning fiercely. Recovered 
following survivors from waters off SATO ISLAND from 
WALKE Executive and 5 officers 129 men, from PRESTON 
10 officers 121 men, from SENHAM one man, landed all at 
RINGBOLT, Straffed by zero 3 my crew minor wounds. 
Senior naval officer GUADALCANAL has in another system. 

16 1144 C0MCOPAG. to All COMGENS SOPAC. etc. 

Following effective this date. Afirra. Marine units de- 
tached from Amphibious Force, Baker. For coordination 
of operations joint planning will be conducted by Comgen 
First Marine Amphibious Corps and Comamphibfor Sopac under 
control Coiasopac. Cast. All Marine Corps organizations 
Sopac Area except Marine aviation regular ships detach- 
ments and units in STRAW area and FETLOCK assigned First 
Marine Amphibious Corps, Dog. Transportation of rein- 
forcements replacements relief units and supplies and 
equipment to CACTUS RINGBOLT remains responsibility Com- 
amphibf orsopac . 

14 0358 RDO CACTUS to C0MS0PAC. COMAIRSQPAC. Info CINCPAC. etc. 

Captain Jenkins senior survivor CACTUr sends. Results 
action TE 67.4- off SAV0 0200 13th. Believe BARTON and 
LAFFEY sank early in action ATIANTA sank 2015 love (-11} 
fair search 14th failed to locate M0NSSEN and CUSHINO lat- 
ter seen fast burning southeast of SAV0 dark 13th. Rear 
Admiral Scott and entire staff killed in action except 
Lt, Murdock badlv wounded. Lt. Thomas Ranr also killed. 
Commanding officers ATLANTA, CUSHING, M0NSSEN and Comdes- 
div 10 amone survivors here. Approximate percentage sur- 
vivors officers and crews above vessels ATLANTA 60, CUSH- 
ING 70, LAFFEY M0NSSEN 30, BARTON 10. About 25 percent 
survivors wounded many seriously. Known Jap losses two 
destroyers sunk, one badly damaged and beached. One BB 
badly damaged and later information indicates sunk by air- 
craft , 
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16 1133 CTF 62 to COMSOFAC. Info ALL TP COMDRS SOPAC . COMINCH. CINCPAC. 

Whatever the enemy plans with regard to major offensive 
measures it is clear that he now will do what he has here- 
tofore neglected to do: Concentrate on damage to our sup- 
ply lines to CACTUS by the use of submarines, minor surface 
vessels and aircraft. Para. As the maintenance and build- 
ing up of our CACTUS position is the cardinal feature of the 
Sopac campaign, it is recommended that every effort be 
exerted to obtain protection of our communications in the 
features and forces which we now lack. These are: About 
20 subchasers based in RINGBOLT for direct protection and 
to operate as hunting groups in INDISPENSA3LE STRAIT, 12 
VOS seaplanes in RINGBOLT and 12 in MARMASIKE STRAIT for 
the same purpose, minefields off RINGBOLT and in LENGO CHAN- 
NEL, 1 alternate carrier air proup at AOLA BAY as soon as 
the field is ready, and reinforcements of destroyers with- 
drawn from regions of less imminent importance. Para. It 
is unnecessary to mention to you the requirement of carriers 
long range aircraft cruisers battleships and troops and 
their transport which Cjncpac has recommended for offensive 
employment and for broadening our base of operations. Such 
forces have been indicated as available but so far have 
not been sent. Para, It is my belief that the Navy has now 
the forces which we require for our job, and I hope that 
the Navy will be able to send us these forces, here when 
they are needed in the South Pacific, to forward our final 
victory. 



17 0400 PORTLAND to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC. 



Part two. Action and info same except Buord not info this 
part. Still from PORTLAND. After action positively iden- 
tified one NACHI Class burning until gutted and sank about 
0330 L (-11) 13th. Tentative identification one TENRYU 
Class did same. After action there were nine burning ships 
lying to of which only three could have been friendly. At 
day lip-Jit saw one Jap DD off SAV0 previously reported sunk 
my 142100 and one HARUNA and unidentified Jap cruiser on 
horizon, ^uring action in addition to sinking one HI3IKI 
Class DD PORTLAND hit 3B many times with 4 salvos about 
4000 yards and several hits 2 salvos one unidentified cruis- 
er. Action report follows air mail. 

(Note: Part 2 received 1st, part 1 not yet received). 

16 0830 PORTLAND to CTF 64. Info C0MSQPAC , CINCPAC. C01-TNAVACT SOLOMONS . 

Action Comtaskfor 64 info ^omsonac and C^nopac from the 
PORTLAND. Senior uninjured survivor PRESTON Lt. (jg) Gib3on 
states most of action night 14 - 15th neither PRESTON nor 
WALKE saw target when BBs opened. Both opened fire on be- 
lieved cruiser tarpets about 3 minutes after BBs PRESTON 
hit by H inch salvo plus possible torpedo 3 minutes after ono 
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17 0804 PORTLAND to COMSOPAC Info C INC PAG BUQRD. 

Here comes part one of two parts. Action Comsopac info 
Cincpac with luord info first part only. PORTLAND sends. 
Examination two fourteen inch hits PORTLAND AN5VFJD 
AARON WARD clearly indicates Japanese battleships were 
loaded with bombardment shells instantaneous fused. 
Practically no penetration and little damage. Half of 
one fourteen inch projectile base ring recovered stamped 
3687520 with 22 under last two digits. Also 142 with 
inverted 4 over center digit QQ thats all part one. 

18 0655 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Inf o COMINCII. COMSQWESPAC . COMGENSOPAC, etc 

Action Cincpac info Cominch and Comsowespac from Comsopac. 
From incomplete reports ENTERPRISE planes made repeated 
attacks on enemy ships between November 13 and 15 in- 
clusive inflicting following damage. Carpender pass to 
Mac Arthur. 8 torpedo hits on BB. 3 torpedo hits on a 
CL. 4 torpedo hits 3 bomb hits 2 near misses on trans- 
ports. Comsopac forwards. On troops and equipment 2 
500 pound bombs and 25 incendiary bombs. By hand to 
Comgensopac and First Ma ramph corps for info. 

17 2205 COM DOE N 1st MARDIV to COMSOPAC Info CTE 62 RADIO NOUMEA , etc. 

No important ground activity with ref enemy landing near 
TETERE two November now estimated fifteen hundred troops 
landed. Eight hundred have been killed. Remainder dis- 
persed into groups working back into jungle. Force no 
longer considered to be effective due disorganization pur- 
suant to loss of supplies and repeated attacks air and 
ground. Morning searches negative except large fires 
northern tip of NEW GEORGIA. P-38's and SBD's attacked 
mission station northern NEW GEORGIA near R0VIANA ISLE 
reported occupied by Jans . Bombs dropped out no activity 
noted. Evening searches negative. RD0 WHITE POPPY pass 
to Oomgen First Marphcorp. 
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18 2131 CINCPAO to C0M5OPAC Info COMSUBPAC . 

In view. A. Effectiveness of past patrols in Empire 
waters. B. Very low present strength these patrols. 
C. Lull in enemy activity and improved situation CACTUS 
area. Propose return to Empire patrol Subron 10 subs 
now based PEARL and withdraw SILVERSIDES, FLYING FISH, 
WAHOO from Sopac for far western patrol on completion 
present patrols and refit by S PERRY at BRISBANE. Would 
then return S PERRY to PEARL. On assumption twelve 
Sowespac submarines continue base northeast AUSTRALIA 
you will have available that number for patrols SOLOMONS 
SEA. Comsowespacf or to retain a number of submarines 
from Squadron 2 to keep at 20 the total based AUSTRALIA 
pending arrival remainder Subrons 6 and 8. I also plan 
send you ARGONAUT on 23rd. English will send you her 
new characteristics as APS. Comment. 

19 0659 CTF 64 to C QMS OP AC Info ALL TF COMDR SOPAC AREA. CINCPAC . etc . 

Summary by Comtaskfor 64 of data available from WASHING- 
TON, SOUTH DAKOTA concerning night action SAVO ISLAND 
14-15 November indicates following enemy sunk. 1 heavy 
cruiser or battleship. 3 large cruisers probably heavies. 
1 destroyer. Additional enemy ships damaged. 1 14-inch 
gun battleship hit repeatedly by 16-inch and some 5-inch. 
One cruiser and 1 destroyer burning. Observed rapid and 
accurate gunfire from own destroyers which contributed 
to sinking of 1 enemy DD and damage to other as reported 
above . 

18 2338 C0T.4GEN 1ST MAHDIV to COMSO^ACFOR Info COKAIRSQPACFOR, et c . 

Bomber field graded 5400 feet mat laid 3900 feet. Crown- 
ing complete to additional hundred feet. Mat construction 
to terminate at 400 feet for t ime being. 5 revetments 
comolete and sixth under construction. Drainage system 
under construction. Fighter field 2 graded four thousand 
feet. Approaches 90% cleared, ^'our retments (probably 
revetments) under construction. Runways being graded and 
four hundred feet matted. Road system at bomber field and 
fighter field 2 being graded . One bomb resistant command 
post and two personnel bomb resistant shelters completed 
at bomber field. Weekly re-port . 
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20 1135 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info CQMINCH , CfT TSO'VES^AG , etc , 

Jan natrols were active and aggressive during the 18th. 
Our forces pushing strong outoosts ^receded bv patrols 
across the MATANIKAU RIVER to positions west of POIiJT 
CRUZ preparatory to general attack, Comsooac relays.. 
P-38's from CACTUS escorted B-17 and 3-26' s on raid to 
TO NO LEI morning 18th. former shot down 3 zeros in ad- 
dition to damage of enemy reported yesterday. Carpen- 
der pass to McArthur. Ground action GUADALCANAL 19th 
limited to patrol activity covering advancement of out- 
post line. About 35 Japs killed; own casualties light.. 
Burned out enemy cargo ship not previously recorded, sank 
close in shore CAPE ASTORIA 3E, MALAITA after an explo- 
sion time 0330 GCT/19. Comgensopac and Comgen IMAC have 
by hand for info. 

20 0021 00MSUBPA.C to C0MS0PAC Info CINCPAC, CQMINCH. CTF 42. etc . 

ARGONAUT departs PEARL for ^opac November 23rd. Has fol- 
lowing characteristics. In addition to crew can carry 
I64 fully equipped enlisted and 6 officer troops. Avia- 
tion gas capacity 22,000 gallons. Armament 2 6 inch 53 
caliber, 5 20M~'i, 4 submerged and 4 deck firing tubes, 
4 deck stowage tubes, 8 interior torpedo stowage racks. 
Ammunition 200 rounds 6 inch bombardment, 200 rounds com- 
mon, 15,000 rounds 20MM, 20 torpedoes. If only 6 torpedoes 
are carried, approximately 100 tons bulk cargo can be car- 
ried in cargo space of approximately 14000 cubic feet. 
Cargo must be able to pass through circular hatch 26 inch 
diameter, 9000 miles radius at maximum surface speed 13.5 
knots. Stowage for 24 marine rubber landing boats, 30 
days subsistence when carrying troops. Particularly suit- 
ed as raider transport with six inch sun landing support , 
advance base seaplane tender, fueling seaplanes at sea, 
cargo carrier, bombardment of enemy positions and general 
submarine duties against bombardment of own -forces. 
Cincpac has for info. 

20 0923 CINCPAC to CQMINCH Info COMSOPAC, C0M0ENHAWDEPT. 

Status bases OSTLER and LINE0UT not entirely clear. 
Understand garrisons have arrived or about to. Re- 
commend commanding officers report to Comsopac and assume 
status of other Sopac bases. Will forward in a few days 
my recommendations c mcerning ultimate defenses. Com- 
manding Officer AZTEC should also reoort to Comsopac if 
he has not already done so. 
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21 0600 COMSOPAC to CIHGPAC Info COMSOWESPAC . COMINGH. etc. 

CACTUS announces for 21 November. Local operations by 
Army unit vicinity POINT CRUZ in preparation for general 
attack. Numerous patrols contacts along upper MATAN1KATT, 
Comsopac daily. P-39's carried out 11 attack missions 
against enemy installations, Mac Arthur from Carpender. 
Comgensopac and Comgen U2AG have by hand for info. 

21 0643 COMSOPAC to CITTCPAC Info C OMSUBPAC. OTP 42. COMSOY/ESPAC, 

Your 182131. NEW BRITAIN - SOLOMONS areas are most fertile 
hunting grounds so long as RA3AUL - FAISI - KAVEING remain 
in enemy hands and enemy forces on GUADALCANAL. Recom- 
mend no reduction in Sopac subs at present. If reduction 
is made strongly urge 14 subs minimum for patrols in 
SOLOMONS area divided 7 on patrol and 7 enroute or refit- 
ting ABODE, Comsopac sends. 

20 092 5 Cincpac to Vice Onnav. Info COMSERFORSUXOM. C0MSER0NS0PAC. etc 

Subject following comments concur fully objectives suggested 
your 171939. Slow tankers to numbe required best fitted 
for COPPER run where convoys still in effect. Intermediate 
fast and remaining slow ships are in ALASKA cma coastal and 
Sopac services. Five or six fast Fleet tankers have been 
kept available in Sopac area for task forces. Incident of 
ESS0 RICHMOND regrettable but was primarily due to lack of 
any shore storage in forward area. We are now employing 
J. C. D0NNELL as mobile storage for black oil Sopac area 
and contemplate same use for KANAWHA when current repairs 
completed. Hulk ERSKINE PHELPS will also help that regard. 
Principal relief will be afforded by shore tanks under con- 
struction at WHITE POPPY ROSES and BUTTON. Unless trans- 
portation of PT boats of immediate concern do not need any 
more tankers for present other 'than those now in prospect. 
Namely. WHITE PLAINS KAISER (AO) and PATUXENT when ready. 
Situation may change by February as per Cincpac secret ltr 
serial 0246 of 13 November to VOpnav. In addition forego- 
ing and in furtherance your suggestions Comseronsopac here- 
by requested consider. Adopt and report on such of follow- 
ing measures as are practicable. Retain clean tanker FRANK 
G DRUM now in area as mobile storage. Do same for such 
black oil slow commercial tankers as may be required. Do 
not use fleet tankers for mobile storages unless absolutely 
necessary and reduce those held for task forces to reasonable 
number. Employ fleet tankers so released for freighting. As 
implied by VOpnav the guiding principle should always be to 
employ the faster ships on the long hauls. 
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21 1238 Combatdiv 6 to COMSOPAC. Info COMINCH. GOMBATPAC. CINCPAC. GPNAY . 

Part I from Oombatdiv 6 , Tremendous value and, some limita- 
tions radar demonstrated night of 14-15 November. SB's ob- 
tained excellent fire control results using radar range and 
radar spot plus optical bearings. Strong signals from enemy- 
ships' permitted quicker and more accurate solutions and spots 
than on target practice. Opening range 1st phase 16 and 
18000 yards illuminated by setting moon both' ships hitting 
selected targets on 2nd salvos. Opening 2nd phase 6000 to 
900 yards we used some star shells which functioned properly 
but did not add to accuracy of fire. No indication enemy 
used radar. When deprived artificial illumination he appar- 
ently ranged inaccurately on gun flashes. Hits on B 57 ob- 
tained when that ship illuminated by enemy searchlights at 
about 6000 yards. 

21 1242 Part 2. Second and final part Oombatdiv 6 . Accuracy own 

fire definitely better than -Japs and superiority increased 
rapidly with range. SG radar invaluable in finding surface 
targets and coaching fire control radars on. As currently 
installed Batdiv 6 SG has wide :>lind arc astern. Single 
instrument found insufficient to meet fire control needs and 
supply adenuate ship control and tactical information. Most 
urgent and most important need for improvement night fighting 
efficiency BBs is provision additional SG to pe rmit visual 
access to plan position indicator by flag and conning of- 
ficer. Elimination blind arcs also urgent and important. 
SG type radar of little value in enclosed waters as targets 
are lost in asparagus patch of land signals. Neither SO SG 
nor fire control radars could discriminate Jap DD known to 
be lying in against SAV0 ISLANDS. 

22 0120 COMSOPAC to C INC PAG. Info COMINCH. 

Your 120635 if ships detached from Sopac in accordance with 
reference there would remain 7 AP 4 AK of which BELLATRIX 
temporarily out due to battle damage LIBRA slightly damaged 
and needs docking FULLER temporarily out due to collision. 
McCAWLEY urgently requires docking. Present shortage re- 
quires sending chartered ship to CACTUS. Am sending remainder 
American Division plus 6th Marines to CACTUS and withdrawing 
1st Marine Division. Plan storing material CACTUS in pre- 
paration for next offensive move. 1st Marine Division upon 
withdrawal must po into amphibious training. Desirable Army 
and New Zealand troops this area also receive some amphibious 
training. Even provided no further losses received ships 
now this area totally inadequate for present and planned 
operations. Liberty freighters will materially ease cargo 
shipping situation" but are not transports or equipped for 
amuhibious operations. Cannot transfer now or in future any 
combat loading transports or freighters without prejudice to 
operations. Cc-mgensopac ^omgen FMAC and Comamphib "or sopac . 
have by hand for info from Comsopac. QQ"^ 
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21 0052 C0M30PAC to CINCPAC Info COM INCH. 

Request all practicable efforts speed delivery PC's and 
other listening equipped craft for base patrol and local 
escort duties Sopac. Comsopsc (originator) refers Cominch 
151657 of September (Action Cincpac and Info Cominch) need 
for these units to combat submarine menance in CACTUS area 
and vicinity established bases increasingly acute, 

21 1800 COMINCH to CINCPAC. Info COMSOPAC. COMA IP PQ PAC . COMAIEPAC. 

Cincpac 180159* Indicate prooosed relationship of sub- 
ordinate command to Comairsopac and responsibilities to- 
ward Marine aviation in Sopac. Would additional personnel 
be required. If proposed command is established a more 
distinctive title will be required. 

22 1037 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMGENSOPAC , COMINCH. etc . 

In face of the stubborn resistance. Comsopac sends. 
MacArthur via Carpender . Our advance is continuing 
slowly on west flank. Ho activity on other sectors. 
Action Cincpac. Comgensopac, Comgenspac have for info. 
Enemy positions west of MATANIKAU RIVER under continuous 
attacking missions by P-39 ' s , TBF's and SBD's. 1 near 
miss was made on an AK in vicinity of DUNAI, NEW GEORGIA. 

22 1541 COMINCH to CINCLANT Info CINCPAC, COMSOPAC , 

Transfer to Pac Pit for duty soon as practicable 4 
combat loaded APs, one of them suitahle for division 
flagship, plus 2 combat loaded AKs. Advise expected 
date ready to depart and names of vessels. 

22 2125 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC, COMSOWESPAC . COMSUBPAC . 

Shift of submarines to Sopac In recent emergency required 
practical abandonment of our patrol of Jap waters which 
was very effective. As of this date none of these patrol 
stations is filled and no sub is yet enroute to them. 
Consider the mo3t critical period for CACTUS has passed. 
Unless otherwise directed I will distribute Subs Pac Pit 
as follows. ARGONAUT plus one to bring to fourteen the 
number of subs available operations SOLOMONS SEA. Subron 
forty-five of 13 S boats for ALASKA and Sound School. 
Remainder Subrons POUR and TEN for Empire and TRUK patrols 
comprising about 17 submarines not under navy yard over- 
haul . 
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22 2357 COMSOFAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. VOPNAV, COMSERFORPAC . ETC . 

Comsopac sends to Cincpac Info Cominch, VOpnav, Comaer- 
forpac, Comdespac. STERETT sustained 11 shell hits port 
aide Including 1 major caliber bombardment all above 
waterline. Number 3 handling room, gun shelter and Number 
4 handling room holed. Resultant fires with ready service 
pov/der explosions caused extensive damage. Both after 
guns out necessary replace. Also both torpedo mounts out 
due direct hits require renewal. Recommend PEARL. Re- 
pairs make seaworthy completed. Vessel capable full power, 
BUCHANAN being repaired WHITE POPPY completion December 6. 
Repairs O'BANNON minor damage completed. Comseronsopac 
by hand. Cincpac please deliver to Comdespac. 

23 0612 COMSOFAC to ALL TF COMDRS SOPAC CTF 16,11.62.63.64. Info etc . 

Task Forces under operational control of originator Com- 
aopac are reorganized as follows? Task Force 11 Rear Ad- 
miral Ramsey in SARATOGA, SAN JUAN, COMDESRON 6 in BALCH, 
GRIDLEY MCCALL CRAVEN DUNLAP FANNING. Task Force 16 Rear 
Admiral Sherman in ENTERPRISE, SANDIEGO, Desron 2 MORRIS, 
ANDERSON HUGHES MUSTIN RUSSEL ELLET CLARK. Task Force 
64 Rear Admiral Lee in WASHINGTON, Batdiv 6 plus screen- 
ing units as assigned. Task Force 65 Rear Admiral Hill 
in MARYLAND , COLORADO, NASSAU, ALTAMAHA , FARRAGUT, DALE 
AYLWIN, HULL, MACDONOUGH, MONAGHAN. Task Force 67 Rear 
Admiral Kinkaid (Rear Admiral Tisdale second in command) 
NORTHAMPTON, PENS A COLA, NEW ORLEANS, HONOLULU, HELENA, 
LAMS ON, NICHOLAS, O'BANNON, FLETCHER, GRAYSON, MAURY. 
The following units are assigned Task Force 66 (Escorts): 
LANSDOWNE, W00DW0RTH, LARDNER, MCCALLA, MEADE, SHAW, 
STACK, BUCHANAN. Units not now in company will be direct- 
ed to join Task Force Commanders by originator Comsopac 
as soon as practicable. Units assigned Task Forces 62 
and 63 remain unchanged. Additional assignments to Task 
Forces will be made from units now enroute. Combatant 
units in Sopac area not assigned to Task Forces will op- 
erate under orders of Comsopac. The organization herein 
prescribed is effective zero hours 24 November. 
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24 0145 COMSOPAC bo CINCPAC Info COMGENSOPAC . 

Your 222241. Comsopac sends for action Cincpac. Based 
on forces now available, garrison CACTUS after relief 
now planned will consist of American Division and 2nd 
Mar Div (6th, 7th, 8th Marines) plus attached units. 
Command to senior troop commander under principal unity 
of command. Command organization be separate despatch. 
Base Commander POPPY Major General Lincoln, USA commands 
all defense forces including KIWI CAST under principal 
unity of command. If 25th Division made available plan 
send CACTUS relieve 2nd Marine Division in preparation 
further offensive action. Comgen Sopac concurs and has 
for info. 

24 0525 An enemy encampment .. Reports GUADALCANAL On the north 

slope Mambulo was contacted by patrol of 30 men First Marines. 
ComSoPac Forwards.. Orange lost 5 machine guns plus 
70 killed. U r casualties 2 wounded. While reorganizing 
have temporarily halted operations on west flank. On 23rd 
SBD and F4F4 strike at MUNDA, NEW GEORGE scored lDIrect hit 
on warehouse at LAMBETI. Sighted no shipping. Air reports 
indicate Nips unloading at LIU LIU CHOISEL on 21st. Also 
1 AK unloading near MUNDA 20th and 21st. Weather prevented 
planes from reaching MUNDA. ComGenSoPac ComGen 1MAC and 
CTF 62 have by hand for info. 

25 1215 COMSOPAC TO CINCPAC Info Comlnch , CTFG2 , Comaowespac , Comgensopac 

Comsopac relays from GUADALCANAL. At three hourse love (-11) 
one enemy plane dropped bombs to the south of the field killing 
and wounding several. No ground activity of importance past 
twenty four hours. Shore positions of enemy harassed by nine 
individual P-39 missions. Four bomb hits on buildings 
LAMBETI not LOMBEJI as previously reported yesterdays despatch 
NEW GEORGIA on 24th. Ten Zeros attacked bombers without damage 
our planes.. ComGenSoPac and ComGenlMAC have by hand. 

232222 COHINCH TO CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC . 

Your 200923 Garrisons OSTLER, LI NEOUT each total 45 officers and 
827 men and consist Headquarters Detachment, 1 Coast Artillery 
Battery automatic weapons antiaircraft with searchlight platoon, 
1 engineer company aviation, 1 airways detachment, 1 signal anti- 
aircraft warning company plus miscellaneous service units. Both 
SS KOTA AGEONG arrived OSTLER November 8 Thence to LINECUT. 
Report ComGenSoPac by dispatch. New Zealnd joint staff mission 
assumes commanding officer Aztec already reported Comsopac. 
Comsopac confirms. Cincpac give to ComGen Haw Dept for info. COS.' 
Army has by hand. 
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26 1300 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH. COHSOWESPAC . COMGENS OPAC. etc 

Front lines area GUADALCANAL witnessed only ground activity 
for the day. Our patrols engaged in cleaning out isolated 
groups offering resistance. Daily Comsopac info. 4 B-I7s 
dropped 8 500-pound bombs enemy convoy 2 DDs and 2 AKs 1 
AO vicinity PILOPILO GANONGGA. No hits observed. Our 
bombers intercepted by 4 enemy zeros no damage resulting. 
At 0410 L (-11) 26th 2 enemy bombers over CACTUS dropped 
bombs without resultant damage. Our 33D continued nightly 
patrol over enemy lines. Comgensopac and ComgenlMAC have 
by hand. Action Cincpac Info Cominch. 

26 0458 CTF 62 to COMTRANSPORT DIY 8. Info COMINCH. CINCPAC. etc. 

Abandonment AOLA project approved. Form Task Unit 62.4.6 
Captain Ashe in NEVILLE, HET-700D, PRES. HAYES , FORMALHAUT , 
Comdesdiv 24 in LANSDOWNE, GRAYSON, SHAW, NICHOLAS. From 
CTF 62. Task unit depart BUTTON earliest daylight Nov 
27th nroceed CACTUS via east and north of SAN CRIST0 3AL 
and LENGO CHANNEL to arrive 0530L (-11) 29th. Unload on 
beach extending 3000 yards east of TOGAMA POINT. Embarked 
personnel establish base at VOLINAVUA as directed by Com- 
gen CACTUS. n completion unloading NEVILLE, HAYES, HEY- 
WOOJD return to BUTTON via same route escorted by 2 DD's. 
When FOMALIIAUT unloaded at TOGAMA direct her proceed AOLA 
BAY accompanied by remaining 2 DD's and load about 75,000 
cubic feet heavy cargo for transfer to TOGAMA POINT and 
RINGBOLT as designated by Comgen CACTUS. FOMALHAUT and 
escort return to BUTTON on completion. Op Plan Afirm 24 
covering this movement being forwarded Comadnavbase by 
air for delivery to you on arrival, 

25 0609 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMAIRSOPAC. COMINCH. COHAIRPAC . 

Cincpac 180159 Cominch 211800. In order clarify situation 
urge following action. Afirm. Fitch's title to be only 
Commander Task Force 63. Baker. Establish Oomairsopac at 
WHITE POPPY in order discharge functions outlined para 5 
of PacFlt letter 33 L-42 in Sopac area. Comsopac the 
sender. Cast. Order aviation Rear Admiral to command 
same. The Commander of the Task Force comprising the 
combatant elements of land based aviation is a full time 
jod and must be filled by the most experienced Naval aviator 
available in this area. 
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26 0247 C IN CP AC to COMINCH. Info COMEOPAC . COMAIRSQPAC. COMAIRPAC . 

Commander Fleet Aircraft NOUMEA short title Comfair NOUMEA 
considered most distinctive title new commander. My 
180159 Cominch 211800. See Gomairsopac 240221 Comsopac 
2902 51 October now passed to you which basis original 
recommendation. Also O mairsopac 242331 Comsopac 250609 
which comment your 211800. Propose duties Comfair NOUMEA 
v/ithin S pac area to parallel and extend those now assigned 
Comairpac for entire Pacific Ocean Area would concern all 
Naval air units and air base facilities and would for Marine 
aviation include supply of aircraft and aviation material 
plus other administrative assistance as directed by Comsopac. 
Agree Halsey proposal that Fitch as Comtaskfor 63 exercise ' 
operational control over such Army Navy and Marine aircraft 
as assigned by area commander but consider present inoppor- 
tune time to reassign title Comairsopac. Additional Flag 
Officer and Staff necessary to free Fitch of widespread 
administrative responsibilities. 

26 0632 COMSOPAC to VICE OPNAY Info COMNAV. CINCPAC . 

Prior receipt of Vice Opnav serial 123739 of Oct. 13 and 
Gincpac serial 4235 of Nov 16 Comsopac originator directed 
by his serial 5356 of November 10th all commanding generals 
at established island bases to designate a U. S. Naval 
Officer as Port director where no Port Director had been 
regularly assigned. Port Director's have also been in- 
structed to act as routing and reporting officers for 
merchant shipping British route and Vesca arrival signals 
are prescribed with NZNB as reporting center responsible 
to pass them to regular US and British Adees. Authority 
hereby requested for Port Directors so designated to draw 
publications listed in paragraph 3 subparagraphs A through 
F of Vice Opnav Serial 0127320 of May 2nd. Mobile issuing 
office USS ARO0NNE and issuing office NO 3 FULCRUM will be 
directed to make issues subject your approval. Names of 
Port Directors designated will be communicated to the 
Director Naval Transportation Service. Action Vice Opnav 
Information Cominch C and R Gincpac. 

25 1659 COMINCH to C IT-TOP AC. CQ'.^OPAC. COMAIRSOPAC, COM^O'VaSPACFOR . etc , 

Refer to this as Admiralty s 1726A/24. Your 13 50 21st not 
to all addressees. Fngadine should not complete patrol 
systems 2 she is to proceed to NOUMEA via AUSTRALIA as soon 
. as she is ready for sea. She is not reauired to emoark 

Martlets from KILINDINI, 3 ATHENE is also to be sailed for 
same destination as soon as ready. 4 Other ships are to 
come under operational control of Gincpac on arrival in 
^ South Pacific Area. 
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25 1415 COM INCH to CIHCPAC Info COMSOPAC CINCLANT OPNAV BUPERS etc. 

Opnav Bupers Mar corps Informed. 4 APs and 2 AKs escorted 
by 4 PacPlt destroyers expected depart Base H mid December 
for CANAL ZONE where report Clncpac for duty. NTS now plan- 
ning load ALLEN with 3rd Marine Replacement Battalion and 
2nd Garrison Replacement Battalion for STRAW and cargo for 
WHITE POPPY. GEORGE CLYMER, JOHN PENN, TITANIA, ALGORAB, 
with SeeBees 25 and 37 Pontoon Assembly Depot other personnel 
and urgent cargo for WHITE POPPY. THOMAS JEFFERSON with 
personnel for CANAL ZONE thence West Coast or Army personnel 
to Sopac as desired by you. Comment. Advise also desired 
division assignments APs and AKs unless you wish retain in 
new Transdiv 18. This movement direct to Sopac should be 
considered in connection return APs and AKs to Amphforpac. 

26 2230 NAVAL ATTACHE WELLINGTON to CINCPAC 

Afirm 416-26 November. From Goddard. Just returned from 
visit to Halsey and Fitch, Neither had been able to con- 
sider RNZAF development but hope now to have time to com- 
plete my directive and formulate future requirements for 
RNZAF. Para 2. Was informed Vice Opnav has stated inten- 
tion to expand RNZAF from ten squadrons to fifteen by April 
1944. This is no expansion since we already have sixteen 
squadrons. Under this arrangement mostly all our future 
output trained personnel will continue to be sent to England 
contrary to your wishes. Para 3. Vice Opnav further sug- 
gested that if Intended allotments of aircraft to South 
Pacific are exceeded the surplus should go exclusively to 
American Squadrons. This would effectually prevent employ- 
ing New Zealand personnel resources. Para 4. Please re- 
gard this as advance information only am sending letter by 
airmail. Please accept congratulations on great successes 
and regrets at loss of Callaghan. 0645Z/26. 

27 1254 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 

50 Japs killed number of machine guns captured in local 
operations west of POINT CRUZ. There were no other ground 
activities ComgensopaC Comgen IMAC Info by hand. At 2400 
26th 7 5-17 T 8 struck aerodrome at KAHILI no opposition en- 
countered. Large fires resulted at dispersal area plus 16 
hits on runway. During the night. Comsopac forwards daily 
summary from GUADALCANAL area. 2 enemy bombers drooped 
missiles near mouth of LUNGA RIVER no damage. On the 23rd 
and the 24th CACTUS bombing of KCK0NG0L0 mission NEW GEORGIA 
destroyed all houses that area. Nips reported hiding in bush 
during raids. Enemy explorations toward the eastern side of 
NEW GEORGIA are continued. On the 21st bar^e with 50 Japs 
was reported in BALFOUR CHANNEL near REND OVA . Good native 
report states 3000 ORANGE at REKATA BAY. 
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HELENA to COMTASKFOR 67 Info COMIHCH CINCPAC COMSOPAC etc . 
14 0001 TG 67.4 engaged apparently 2 enemy forces containing BBs 
and cruisers plus DDs to SE of SAVO about 0124 bearing 
312 range 27100. We approached in long column 4 DDs, 
1 CLAA, 2 OAs, 1 CL, 1 CLAA,, 4 DDs via LENGO CHANNEL on 
280 along north coast close in. Changed course to about 
310 True then 000 then 315 at 0137, then 270 closing to 
about 3000 yards of enemy. Enemy force believed coming in 
to south of SAVO from NW in 2 or 3 groups. Bearing and 
distance of groups by sail george radar from HELENA; 5 
ships 250 True range 4200 course 120 speed 20, 6 ships 315 
True range 7000, 4 large ships 290 true range 10000. At 
0143 DDs instructed to launch torpedo attack. At 0145 
ordered to stand by to fire. At range of about 3000 yards 
to group on port bow while turning to course 270 commenced 
firing at 0148. Enemy turned on searchlights and commenced 
firing at short range just prior to our opening fire. 0158 
changed course to 000 on signal and speed 28 knots. ATLANTA 
fell out to left and believed on fire at 0210. SAN FRANCISCO 
hit heavily especially bridge area and Rear Admiral Callaghan 
and all staff but one killed. JUNEAU hit by torpedo forward 
engine room time unknown. PORTLAND believed hit by torpedo 
and lost steering control prior to 0218. Melee resulted in 
which events uncertain but destroyers both sides very active. 
Numerous ships afire including one large ship capsized and 
one large BB or CA stopped and completely enveloped in flames 
and passed both close aboard. At 0212 attempted to assemble 
forces remaining. At 0226 gave course 092 True speed 18 
Form 18 to ships able to comply. At 0240 contacted SAN FRAN- 
CISCO on port bow and she formed up. FLETCHER reported in 
SEALARK CHANNEL. 3TERRETT and 1 BANNON in LENGO CHANNEL, 
at 0310 reported condition PORTLAND to radio TULAGI and re- 
quested tow and air coverage. After transiting SEALARK 
destroyers formed screen. At daylight picked up JUNEAU in 
INDISPENSABLE STRAIT near MALA IT A Island. Instructed to 
join up. Took course to southward and speed 10 knots until 
SAN FRANCISCO made temporary repairs. Transferred medical 
assistance to SAN FRANCISCO and sent 0' BANNON to position 
to transmit report on force position and intentions. ' BANNON 
rejoined at 1530. At 0826 course 180 speed 17 knots Zigzag 
No. 8 all speed JUNEAU could make. At 1101 torpedo fired 
from about 260 relative running on or near surface passed 
astern of HELENA and ahead SAN FRANCISCO and hit JUNEAU (then 
down 4 feet by head) on port side of fantail (location of hit 
debatable but aft) as she was Zigging 15 deg. to the right. 
JUNEAU was third ship in formation about 800 yards on 
quarter of SAN FRANCISCO due to steering difficulty using one 
screw and as requested by commanding officer. There was a 
single enormous explosion filling the area with debris and 
large cloud of yellow black and brown smoke. Debris fell to 
such an extent and volume a 3 to cause belief of high level 
bombing attack. Remaining ships increased to maximum speed 
and radical course changes. As only FLETCHER and STERRETT 
screening and ships criopled continued on course and reported 
events by visual for further transmission to Comsopac via 
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14 0001 (Continued) 

B-17 sighted at 1121. Within minute after explosion 
JUNEAU had completely disappeared. Debris fell and smoke 
remained for about 9 minutes. No sight or sound contact 
on submarine. SAN FRANCISCO worst material and personnel 
casualties Including Captain Young. Lt. Coindr. Schonland 
now commanding. STERRETT extensive personnel and material 
casualties. Material and personnel damage various extent 
remaining ships. SAN FRANCISCO and probably STERRETT will 
require navy yard overhaul. HELENA and O'BANNON tender 
availability. All times mentioned are minus 11. 

28 0309 CTF 62 to CTU 62.4.7. CTU 62.4.6. CTU 62.4.8 Info CINCPAC etc . 

MA J ABA and ALCHIBA have been torpedoed vicinity LUNGA POINT. 
From CTF 62. Indications that Jap subs are also operating in 
INDISPENSABLE STRAIT. Possibility that subs enter SAVO SOUND 
at night and lie on shelf near beach at CACTUS awaiting early 
morning return of ships to anchorage. Suggest part of screen 
make sweep close in CACTUS beach prior daily arrival APs and 
AKs in unloading area. On retirement to eastward recommend 
units of screen made sweep INDISPENSABLE STRAIT ahead of 
transports. If retire to RINGBOLT desirable that units of 
screen patrol SAVO SOUND during night with view intercepting 
subs on surface . 

28 0145 COMSOPAO to MAO ARTHUR VIA COMSOV/BSPAG Info COMINCH, CINCPaJ . 

This despatch to General MacArthur from Admiral Halsey. 
Your 270055 and 271136. Our common objective is RA3AUL. 
Until Jap air in NEW BRITAIN and northern SOLOMONS has 
been reduced, risk of valuable naval units in middle and 
western reaches SOLOMON SEA can only be justified by major 
enemy seaborne movement against south coast TIE 1 // GUINEA or 
AUSTRALIA itself. Seaborne supply of bases we take on north- 
ern coast of NEW GUINEA not feasible until we control SOLO- 
MON SEA, in other words RASAUL. Pursuant foregoing and with 
historv oast months in view, consider RA'IAUL assault cam- 
paign must be amnhibious along the SOLOMONS with W GUINEA 
land Position basically a sunnorting one only. I am cur- 
rently reinforcing CACTUS nosition and exnediting means of 
oneratina- heavy air from there. It is my belief that the 
sound procedure at this time is to maintain as strong a land 
and air nressure against the Japanese BUNA nosition as your 
lines of communication nermit, and continue to extract a 
constant toll of -TanRnese shinning, an attrition which if con- 
tinued at the -present rate he oan not long sustain. I be- 
lieve that my greatest contribution to our common effort 
would be to strengthen my nosition and resume the advance 
up the SOLOMONS as soon as possible, while continuing to 
maintain a naval force in being on the flank of any nos- 
sible Japanese large scale advance against AUSTRALIA or 
Southern NEW GUINEA coast. Carpender pass. 
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29 1050 C0M30PAC to CINCPAC 

This is MacArthur's 271136 you asked for in your 290709. 
"MacArthur sending to Consopac. Ultra. In connection 
wilt my radio of this morning it is reported from our naval 
sources that the enemy will attempt landing at GONA 5 AK's 
on the night of November 29 and 4 AK's on November 30 and 
repeating on the nights of December 3rd end December 4th. 
The escorting naval force is reported as one cruiser and 
4 destroyers. Cnn you help me by a diversionary move to 
threaten his flank query? Admiral ^arpender, please pass." 

29 1100 MACARTHUR VIA C0MS0PAC to GINCPAC 




MacArthur's 270055 follows. Reference your 290709. Com- 
sopac passing. This dispatch is for Admiral Halsey from 
General MacArthur. In my operations in NSW GUINEA my ground 
forces have driven the enemy back to a shallow beach head in 
the BUNA GONA area. The air force has nrovided close support 
has transported large numbers of troops and has sunn lied the 
entire operation. Pending the establishment of seaborne 
line bf communications, the number of tr ^ot)s I can employ 
is definitel 1 "- restricted by limited capacity of air trans- 
port. The enemy is making every effort to reinforce and 
supply the garrison by sea and despite losses from air attack 
has recently succeeded to an extent sufficient to prevent 
my destroying his beach head. He is evident! ' increasing 
his efforts and is in position tomake a move of consider- 
able magnitude against" TIE 1 .'/ GUINEA . The Chief of Staff of 
the Army after discussion with the Navy in Washington, has 
suggested that I take un with yon the detailed naval re- 
quirements for the sunport of my immediate operations in 
order to reach an agreement as to the practicable measures 
to be taken with the naval forces now available in our 
respective areas. I would appreciate an expression of 
your views. Carpeader please pass. 

28 1235 COMINGH to INC PAG Info COHAIRPAC . C0'S0?AC, C0MAIRS0PAC , et c . 

Cincpac 260247 approved. Cincpac hereby authorized to 
establish new flag officer command in South Pacific "Fleet 
Air Command NOUMEA" . Short title Faircomnoumea will be 
a subordinate command of Comairpac and ^omf airnoumea . Will 
report for duty to Comsonac. Bureaus and officers of ^avy 
take necessary action. 

29 0035 GTF 8 to C I* T CPAC, C OMUORWES SE AFPON , t-tyki, OPNAV, etc . 

Radio HONOLULU $ pass to Cincpac - refer Cominch 272156. 
Following status of GTF 8 destroyers. 15 at present op- 
erating with TF VIZ four modern, 11 o Including sweepers. 
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29 0035 (continued) 

Essential duties. 3 old on permanent escort dutv between 
OCEAN BITE and WHIRLAWAY. 2 old anti-submarine patrol 
LONOVIEW. 3 to 4 will be as igneti AMULET MOVE. Two for 
anti-submarine patrol. 1 to 2 screeni ig nnves between 
LONOVIEW and AMT'LET. Minimum 3 required for screening OCEAN 
BUTE to LONG-VIEW for transports and important carpo shins. 
Movement of important cargo ships will continue indef iuitely . 
At infrequent intervals and periods lasting month must main- 
tain anti-submarine patrol at CAVERN, to protect discharging 
ships. Eour modern destroyers now in striking force with 
cruisers. Operational breakdowns old destrovers frequent, 
"^resent status king at B&EMERTON urgent repairs. KA1IE must 
follow for same when king returns. WASMUTH, PERRY opera- 
ting with cracked reduction gears which should oe repaired 
when shies can be seared. LAM3ERT0N has boiler completely 
burnt out. Destroyers have oeen onerating practically con- 
tinuously without opportunity for upkeep. Margin with resoect 
to prospective demands now zero. Recent net reduction in 
escort vessels to the force including Canadian is nine. 
Renuest retention TALBOT dent with this taskforce until 
reliefs c?n be provided or at least until one January. 
CTF 8 sends. Radio BREMERTON pass to Comnwseafron and 
MYPS X RDO SanEran pss to Comwesseaf ron and FMI X RDO An- 
napolis pass to Opnav and Cominch. 

28 1708 COMINCH to COMSOPAC Info CINCPAC COMAIRSOPAC COM 12. 

Comairsopac 240557 from Comnavbassopac . Do you approve 
development of BUTTON into LION Base as recommended? If 
30 does this base supplement or replace development here- 
tofore stressed for WHITE POPPY? See your 210517 October 
next to last sentence. If BUTTON development is in ad- 
dition you must balance large shipping requirements against 
other shipping needs Sopac, Little additional shipping in 
prospect. If not approved as recommended specify location 
of approved components. What is to be division of base 
functions between BUTTON and WHITE POPPY? Rdo NOUMEA pass 
to Comnavbassopac. 
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November (GOT) 

29 1755 COMINCH to CIHCPAC CINCLANT COMUSNAVFOREUROPE, GOMSOWESPAC etc . 

Addressees promulgate following to extend commands need to 
know. Para. In event usage gas by enemy is suspected. 
Afirm. Make immediate dispatch report addressed* for action 
to entire chain of command. Baker, Conduct immediate in- 
vestigation on spot by qualified personnel. Cast. Make 
amplifying report confirmed or not confirmed. Dog. No not 
retaliate with gas until authorized by Cominch and Cast Negat 
Option. Use of toxic gas will not be initiated by any units 
Sail commander. Undertake instruction and training to insure 
that retaliation if authorized will be effective. In pre- 
caution against initiating use of gas under stress offensive 
materials are to be kept in ready reserve but not issued to 
combatant units. Buord will keep addressees advised regard- 
ing availability of materials. VCNO has for action Comdt 
Marcorps, Buord, Buaer informed. 

29 1811 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC, COMSOWESFAC . 

Answering Cominch 261230. Unless sterilizers more reliable 
than indicated by statements Doctor Michels, use of aircraft 
mines offensively this area subject same tactical drawbacks 
as mustard inland warfare. From Comsopac. Action Cominch. 
Infor Cincpac, Comsowespac. Basically propose use aircraft 
mines offensively first in passages much used by enemy traf- 
fic and in which later resulting menace to our forces is 
acceptable; second, as anvil to interdict enemy passage in- 
cident to specific attack. First of above dependent upon 
continuing adequate reconnaissance enemy traffic at his 
bases, which lack of aerial photo reconnaissance equipment 
this area has so far prevented. No suitable opening for 
second use has presented itself up to now. Unable be more 
specific until campaign features more clearly defined. 

30 0841 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC. info OOr,V'-> : TTT-o:;P0?AC. COMINCH. etc. 

Urdis 270145. Comsopac sends. Torpedoing of ALCHIBA leaves 
SoPac area with 4 AK's, 1 of which is under repair. Neces- 
sity for moving large quantities construction equipment and 
material to CACTU:" and resulting from interruptions and 
damage by enemy action, results CACTUS food and ammunition 
supply critical. Even with temporary addition 4 noncombat 
cargo vessels, several essential cargoes would still await 
transportation. No AK's can be spared without endangering 
CACTUS position. Further losses must be expected. All 
operable AP's except McCAWLEY (SPQONER drydocicing) are engaged 
transporting troops. MeCAWLEY essential as force flagship 
due adequacy radio installations. Following is schedule for 
emphibforsopac ships. Afirm. JACKSON, ADAMS , CRESCENT CITY , 
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30 0841 003 ^OPAC (Continued). 

loaded troops for CACTUS return trip evacuate troops first 
niardiv. If 6th Marines to CACTUS these ships occupied until 
January 25. Baker. NEVILLE, HEYW00D, 3AHNSTT occupied 
transporting Americal Division and 9th Defense Battalion to 
CACTUS until December 20. Cast. FULLER under repair col- 
lision estimated ready December 25. Dog. ZEILIN departs 
for West Coast about 1 December time of repair estimated 3 
weeks. Easy. HUNTER LIGGETT enroute OACTUF with troops 
returning BUTTON about 10 December. AMERICAN LEGION to load 
18th Construction Battalion for CACTUS to return BUTTON about 
December 15. Fox. McCAWLEY due WHITE POPPY about December 
20. Additional movements anticipated are relief remainder 
First Mardiv, movement Army troops from WHITE POPPY and 
BLEACHER to CACTUS, movement Third Raiders from STRAW to 
BUTTON, training Sopac troops for amphibious operations. 
Providing movements mentioned in preceding sentence are post- 
poned, estimate that transports can arrive SAN DIEGO on fol- 
lowing dates. HUNTER LIGGETT on December 26. AMERICAN LEGION 
on January 1. NEVILLE, HEY "0 0D , 3ARNETT on January 8. FULLER 
and McCAWLEY on January 12. Four ships of Transdiv 2 on 
February 10. 

01 0335 CINCPAC to C0MSQPAC Info COM INCH. COWA'.jPHITFORSOPAC. etc . 

Urdis 300841. NEVILLE. HEYTO0D, "3ARNETT designated for 
return Amphi b "orpac . ^ince KENM0RE made available for trip 
to CACTUS assume this takes care of 9th Defense Battalion 
your item Baker. Therefore sail one of the 3 designated 
ships for SAN DIEGO now and the other two upon completion 
Item Baker to arrive about 8 January. Appreciate situation 
as regards freighters. When 2nd LIBERTY Class freighter ar- 
rives Sopac area transfer 1 combat loader to SAN DIEGO and 
when 3rd arrives send 2nd combat loader. In addition I will 
direct retention ZEILIN on West Coast on completion repairs. 
Advise division organization desired by you. Ships which 
will remain Sopac including 5 enroute from Atlantic" and 10 
liberties. Direct ships ordered SAN DIEGO leave all land- 
ing craft in Sopac area. 

01 1321 COMSOPAC to Cincpac Info COIuTNCH. CCMSOWESPA0. CTF 62 . 

Yesterday' s .activities comprised numerous patrols First 
Marines captured 6 machine guns on MAIBUL0 killing 15. 
Patrol 164th Infantry killed 11 captured 70 mm gun. Marine 
isaiders on upper LUNGA killed 2 5 captured 1 75 mm gun and 
1 30 mm. Comsonac reiterates. 4 attack missions carried 
out by P-39's against ORANGE positions. 3 biplanes and 2 
flying boats sighted REKATA BAY by morning search plane drew 
AA fire. B-17's sighted 5 ships near KIETA 10 AK or AP 
5 DD and possible CV HKWN TO NO LEI evening 30th. Friendly 
task force engaged with enemy near °AV0 beginning 2 300 love 
(-11) 30th. Unidentified planes overhead CACTUS at 2300 love 
30th and again 0400 love 1 December. C mgensopac Comgen 1st 
Mar CTF 62 all info by hand. 1005 



SEQRST ■ 

Hoy ember (GOT) 

01 0645 01 NOP AC to CQMIHCH. Info COkSOPAC, COMSOWESPAC, GTF 8 . 

Lacking suitable target areas within reach there are no plans 
in immediate prospect for use of aircraft mines in central 
Pacific. This in reply your 261230. For all other areas in- 
cluding Sowespac am strongly of opinion that this weapon should 
be used without too much stress on probable failures of steril- 
izing features hazarding our future actions. This view based 
on definite experience of British with favorable damage ratio 
of mines versus bombs even under admittedly different circum- 
stances. We should harass the enemy with every conceivable 
means. Further of note is certainty that as Japs are driven 
from any locations now held by them we will encounter more 
mine opposition. Sweeping measures undertaken concurrently 
with offensives will therefore give some degree os protection 
against own mines previously laid. 

30 02 55 SrAy GUADALCANAL to COT.IPOPAC Info COMAIRSQPAq . CINCFAC . etc . 

Construction of 1000 lineal feet more coral, 15,600 lineal 
feet taxiway 8000 lineal feet road. 37 plane revetments. Com- 
mand post shelter. Ready room shelter 67,200 lineal feet 
drainage ditch. Preparation of campsite. Installation gaso- 
line tanks necessary to comnlete fighter 2 field. Construc- 
tion of 4000 lineal feet of Marston mat. 29,350 lineal feet 
taxiway. 36 plane revetments 8000 lineal feet roads. Com- 
mand post shelter. Heady room shelter. 67,000 lineal feet 
drainage ditch preparation of camp site. Installation gaso- 
line tanks necessary to complete fighter 1 field. Reconstruc- 
tion of 500 lineal feet Marston mat. Construction of 23,100 
lineal feet taxiway. 41 plane revetments. Command post 
shelter. 50,200 lineal feet drainage ditch. 10,000 lineal 
feet road improvement. Air base office. Repair shop instal- 
lation gasoline tanks. Necessary to complete bomber field. All 
of foregoing must be completed before prolonged rains estimated 
middle December if fields are to operate. No work started 
fighter 3 or YOLINAVUA fields. 

29 0110 CTF 8 to COMINCH, Info CINCPAC . VOPNAV. 

Taskforce commander has 2 5 each Mark XII Mod 1 and Mark XIII 
aerial mines at DUTCH HARBOR. No others enroute. Plan use 
Mark XIII' s against enemy shiopinp: concentrations CHICHAG0F 
IIAR 30 R , 0TKRITI BAY and Pass between SOUTH HEAD and LITTLE 
KIS&A. Mark XII-l's same nuroose H0LTZ BAY, MCDONALD COVE, 
Pass SOUTH HEAD to NORTH HEAD KITvA and possible anchorages 
in SSMICHIS if more accurate charts received. Strong anti- 
aircraft installations KISKA HARBOR prevent mining mission 
that area until these installations reduced by bombing or 
other means. The lack of ship^in^ in KISKA at the present time 
also militates ae-ain-t use mines that location. Failure mark 
XTIVs recent mine plants KAGALASKA STRAIT and QMAK PASS attri- 
buted strong ocean currents and 600 foot spacing. Believe cur- 
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29 0110 GTF 8 to COMBTOII. Info SIHCPAO. 70PMAY . (Continued) 



rents reduced magnitude in areas nlanned for future use and 
revised directive for 1000 snacine will insure more successful 
performance by aerial mines. Pass Vice Opnav for info. Com- 
taskforce 8 originator. Oominch for action. Oincpac info 
addee. 
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September 1. 



O 



J 



The damaged SARATOGA is enroute TONGATABU with two 
cruisers and seven destroyers, and v/ill arrive there the 6th. 
Her power plant is uncertain and she can only make 10 knots. 
To enter the harbor she will probably need the NAVAJO and 
SEMINOLE, both of which are available to her. All her sur- 
viving planes except G VF, 8 VE, and 4 VT have been flown to 
the ROSES-BUTTON area for distribution. It seems probable 
that the sub which torpedoed the SARATOGA wa3 sunk by the 
MONSSEN before it could get off a report of hitting. 

With the ENTERPRISE and SARATOGA out of action for 
some time to come the WASP and HORNET groups will have to re- 
main in the SOLOMONS-NEW CALEDONIA area indefinitely. The 
addition of the WASHINGTON and SOUTH DAKOTA will greatly add 
to our strength in that area. Nevertheless, the Japs are 
capable of placing superior forces in the area. 

Three Jap DDs landed troops and supplies about 20 
miles east of our position on the north side of GUADALCANAL. 
It has not yet been learned how such operations can take place 
without satisfactory counter action on our oart. 

V 

CTP-62 011257 pink joins other commanders there in 
a plea for more air in the GUADALCANAL area. Thus every major 
commander in the So\jth Pacific and the Under Secretary of the 
Navy have urged that the flow of planes in adequate numbers 
be &o*ta| to that area. CinCPac 012331^urges specific types of 
Army planes and pilots to fly them. / 

In a letter to Cominch today CinCpac disapproves 
the use of carriers to support landings when they are vulner- 
able to enemy shore based air and when the job can be more 
properly done by our shore based air. The letter is designed 
to prevent the U3e of our carriers to cover landings in Tasks 
Two and Three . 

•J 

Consopac 020300 pink requests NacArthur to supply 
P-3Ss to the TULAGI area. And his 020400tmake s a further plea 
for aircraft reinforcements, particularly fighters. 

G.G. CACTUS 012313^explains his fear of the enemy 
building up a large striking force by repeated small landings 
during darkness and recommends adequate search by aircraft 
and DDs or MTBs and the 7th Marines as a striking force. 

Submarines continue active in the South Pacific. 
One was seen off TULAGI today. 

In the ALEUTIANS CTF-8 reports that the RE ID sank 
the RRo 61 and took prisoners from her. 
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September 1 (continued) 

The Jap forces thought northeast of the SOLOMONS 
have not been sighted for several days. It seems possible 
that the RYUJO has returned to the Empire and that one CV is 
enroute south to replace her. The recent occupation of OCEAN 
■and NAURU now seems a fact. A PA MA MA in the GILBERTS was prob- 
ably occupied today. Cardiv Two is still indicated In home 
waters . 

CinCPac continues to keep the Army here fully in- 
formed of the current developments. 



10 
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September 2. 

ComSoPac 031 £51/} gives a summary of operations for the 
day. The bombings on Cactus took place the clay before. Evi- 
dently the BURRO'VS went aground a second time off TULAGI and 
was hauled off by the GAMBLE, His 030736 pink gives the employ- 
ment of TF-17 while TF-18 is at Noumea for fuel and supplies. 
TP-IS arrives at Noumea tomorrow. 

ComSoPac estimates that on August 24th local an enemy 
GV received a torpedo hit. Damage to other units i3 not clear. 

OomSoPac 031141 justly praises the fine work of the 
Bougainville coast watcher in giving timely warning of an 
approaching air raid. 

/ 

Cominch 02195® indicates that 60 P-38s in addition 
to other planes are enroute Pacific bases. 

The DRUM in Midway from patrol off Truk and Kavieng 
reports poor hunting both places. 

Air reconnaissance of the Gilberts by the Japs con- 
tinued today. 

The 0.0. at Fanning Island reports serious labor 
trouble and requests that the trouble makers be departed. 

The Army reports 6 AP3 at Kiska, 2 of which are over 
20,000 tons. This report by Alaskan G-3 stirred up the Com- 
mander We stern Defense. CTF-8 doubts this report as does 
CinCPac. Steps are be inn; taken bv the Army to garrison the 
Pribilofs. 

There is nothing significant about enemy moves. ^J^C' 
■September 3 * 

/ Comsopac 02|.lll6,\ gives a summary for the day in his area. 
His 040300tlttdicates his plan to nut the 7th Marines in GUADALCANAL 
and to put a battalion of Array troops on TREVANI0N Island (Santa 
Cruz ) . 

i 

Cominch 031313 does not pive much encouragement for 
large development of raider Dattalions. 

/ 

CTF 16 020337 comments favorably on the employment of 
the new BBS in the carrier task forces. The best place seems to 
have them down wind from the carrier. 
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^eptenber 3. {Continued) 

The TAMBOR reports sinking 22000 tons off TRUIv. 

There is further confirmation of the enemy occupation 
of OCEAN and NAURU Islands. This being the case, Cincpac will 
not attempt to send food to OCEAN Island. 

As the Japs are apparently occunving TARA'.'/A Island in 
the GILBERTS, the ALBACORE, which was close by, was diverted to 
that place to take any appropriate action possible. 

The first three transports have unloaded undetected at 
ABAK Island. At MiW\ Bay the 3ASC0 is still aground and a sal- 
vage tug is enroute to assist. There is complete disagreement 
between the Army and the Navy concerning the activity at KISKA. 
An Army report of 2 20000 ton APs in that harbor is not oelieved 
jy OTP 8. 

Cardiv 2 is still indicated in home waters. All sirns 
continue to point to an all out enemy attempt to recapture TULAGI 
and GUADALCANAL. ^ 



September 4 . 



Admiral Ghormley's 051156 summarizes the South Pacific 
situation. 

The 30UTTI DAKOTA will join Task Force 18 on the 8th. 

So far in their operations in the South Pacific the 
combat and operational losses of P3Ys run 23$ a month. 

There is some fear by CTP 62 that the enemy will raid 
3AI/:0A tonight or tomorrow. 

Comsowestnac requires replacements of ships lost in the 
TULAGI operation. This involves 1 OA and 3 DD. In addition he 
wants one destroyer division. These ships are requested to keep 
the lines open to NEW GUINEA. 

To rectify landing mistakes^made in the initial TT'LAG-I 
landing, Comamphibious SoPac 0406l0^°pians an extensive rehearsal 
of a landing on September 13th. 

OTP 8 042027 objects to the Army proposal to garrison the 
PRIBILOE Islands. 

The lap submarines continue to be active in the South 
Pacific. One was reported off TULAGI yesterday and one off 3LEACHER 
today. 



. ' A major move of Japanese units from the Empire to the South 

V/ Pacific in the next few days is indicated. Cardiv 2 seems in- . 
volved in the move. 1CM-1 



September 5, 1942. 



ComSoPac 061146 (pink) gives the summary of his opera- 
tions for that day. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA group which included the JUNEAU and 
3 DD were ordered to leave BLEACHER today to rendezvous with 
TaskForce 18 on the 8th. When clearing the harbor the SOUTH 
DAKOTA hit a pinnacle rock and will probably require drydocking. 

The SARATOGA group arrived at BLEACHER (CTF-11 052052). 
When temporary repairs are made and certain spares and stores are 
unloaded to be left there that ship will proceed to Pearl with 
1 CA, 1 CL and 5 DD as escort. ComSoPac plans to send Vice Ad- 
miral P'letcher north with the SARATOGA and make Rear Admiral Noyes 
ComTaskPor 61. 

The WASHINGTON and 3 DDs will arrive at BLEACHER Sept. 13. 
It now apoears that each Task Force 17 and 18 will have a new BB 
with them by around the 17th of September. 

Commanding General, CACTUS 051050 reports another small 
landing. It is probable that these will continue. 

The flurry caused by a report of CVs off SAKOA yesterday 
was found to be the result of an error. 



CinCPac 052005 reminds ComTasVFor 1 that the BBs are 
now at Pearl to break up any attempted enemy landing in the Hawai- 
ian area. It is now probable that Task Force 1 will remain at 
Pearl during September. 

The FLYING FISH on patrol off TRUK was damaged by depth 
charges and is returning to Pearl. She reports hitting a BB and 
setting It on fire. 

ComTaskFor 8 052130 advises ^.rainst the occupation of 
TANAGA at the 3ame time that the move is being made to ADAK. He 
suggests that when air support is available from ADAK the TANAGA 
occupation will be much simplified Insofar aa escort is concerned. 
CinCPac concurs with ComTaskFor 8 fe:3 at the Pribiloffs should not 
be garrisoned at this time. 

There is indication that at least five Jap carriers are 
in ct enroute t< the RArAUL area. This, together with continued 
evidence of large reinforcements to the area point to a major 
effort to recapture positions in the GUADALCANAL - TULAGI area. 
Activity In the GILBERTS continues. It now seems probable that 
most of that group are now or will be occupied by the enemy. 
ComTaskFor 8 suspects mining in the ALEUTIANS but no nines have 
been encountered there. l^T 1 — ' 
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September 6th. 

Comsopac 50626 expresses his desire for more Marine Raiders. 
The 2nd Marine Raider Battalion left PEARL today for the South 
Pacific. 

Oominch 061720 pink approves the project to carrison the 
PRIBILOFS and to delay the occupation of TANAOA. 

OTP 8 feels that he has been given orders by General DeWitt 
to provide escort to the PRIBILOFS and registered a protect to 
Cincnac. He had not yet received the directive above from Goninch. 
Thus, a few hours delay on the part of 3TF 8 would have cleared 
up the matter and made his protect unnecessary. Army - Navy com- 
mand relations in the North Pacific are not ^ood. 

Admiral Nimitz left PEARL for 3an Francisco to confer with 
Admiral King. Developments in all areas since his departure are 
summarized in CincPac 07230s* pink. 

There are no new enemy developments. 
September 7th. 

The day was generally very quiet. Comsopac 081146 pink 
summarizes operations that area. The transports were ordered 
to return to" GUADALCANAL at daylight. 

450 Jap prisoners from the SOLOMONS will arrive in NEW 
ZEALAND on the 11th. That Government will accept and be respon- 
sible for any prisoners we deliver to them during the current 
offensive . 

Comsopac 072206 gives plans for the employment of Cubs 1 
and 13. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA will come to Pearl with the SARATOGA, 
NEW ORLEANS and 5 destroyers. 

C.G. Alaska 062210 states that he Will defer the garri- 
soning of the PRIBILOFS. Aclniral Theobald strenuously objects 
to the plan as he considers it strategically unsound. 

Fairly good information states that the Japs plan to 
attack INDIA at the end of the present monsoon season; and that 
the MILNE BAY occupation is the first step In the attack on 
AUSTRALIA . 

The Japs are now concentrating nearly all of their sea- 
going forces for the expected attempt to recapture their posi- 
tions in the TULA 01 area. \^ 
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COBFaREHCE NOTES 



September 3, 1042. 



1. Recapitulation of forces at the disposal of CotaSoPac Made. 
Verification requested of CoaSoPac. 

2. Corraenta on employment of forces by CoaSoPao: 

(a) (UjUsJUjU^A. ^lUJc, 

(b) Operations not closely knit. 

(o) Refueling accomplished at inopportune times. 

(d) Delay in setting up TP 64. 

(e) Surprise attack should not have been possible. 

(f) Distribution of Flag Officers. 

(g) Disadvantages of mixed forces. 

3. Diicussion of the use of New Zealand troops, etc. , also 
replacement of squadron under HaoArthur and his refusal to permit. Effect 
of Lend-Lease arrangements to be ^wft^fehortly. The goal is to have all 
American equipment in Australia and New Zealand. CcoinCh related his 
efforts to get Venturas and explained the situation regarding air craft 
service units* namely that How Zealand has surplus units and Australia 
has none. Plan is to make surplus units available to Choral ey. Australia 
is short of air fields and facilities. The saturation point must be main- 
tained. 

4. Comment on use of Copahee to supply planes. 

- 1 - 
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coHFiaiarcB notes 



Sept, 9, 1942. 



5. Common to on Aadini force — 7th Regiment. 

6. CinCPac to prepare Press Release covering Brown's 60-day 
oruise and Fletcher's 101-day eruiso. Fuelling arrangements to be soft- 
pedalled. 

7. Discussion of material condition of ships and their over- 
haul. CominCh expressed the view that routine overhaul should be abolished 
as It is a peace time practice. Overhauls during War should be made only 
when necessary. 

8. tfORTH CAROLINA and WASHINGTON permanently in the pacific* 
Fleet. SOUTH DAKOTA is in a different status. Discussion of employment 
of new BB's — one more to go to Pacific Fleet as soon as available. 

t. Pr o vabl e E e oa^ B ti eB ^ of S ' Cruiser - Carrier groups. Big DD*s 

will not do as substitutes for cruisers. Effectiveness of small carriers. 
Employment of FT boats and 110 - footers. Transfer of two 173 - footers 
q, to Brazil. 

10. CominCh spoke of the DE building program and discussed the 
characteristics of DE'e. (P-2 to submit memo to Admiral on the question 
of whether or not the Army 9Q/HH gun can be adapted to ship board use. 

11, Russo-Jap relations. Possible Jap moves. Plane ferry 
route. Nome - Siberia* Reluotance of Russians to put out information. 
Experiences of Murmansk convoys . ueraan air fieldB in Norway* 

- 2 - 
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IE. Capabilities of cruisers. Relative advantages of large 

versus small cruisors. 

13. Change of membership of General Board and effect thereof. 

FOLLOWING FOISTS BROUGHT UP BY REAR ADMIRAL JACOBS j 

14. CinCPao to oheok on salvage personnel. 

15. Survivors of ships should not be sent to shore bases. 
Instead they should go to new construction. (This is being done). 

1G. Aviation under nee orgelniation "CoaaAirpao" - orders to 

aeronautical organisation* (F-05 to oheok on title "Commander U.S. 
Naval Air Faroes". 

17. Diaohargo of MoCaleb. 

18. Relief for Anderson. Are four Admirals necessary in TP 1? 
CinCPao says "Bo". 

19. Fitness reports to be more descriptive of the duties per- 
formed by officers reported upon. 

20. Is ComDesPac free sing his personnel? Answer i Temporarily 
only | matter is now in hand. 

21. Simplification of ration allowances. Many ships to go 
a tr sight money allowances. Saving of volume of food a tuffs. 

22. Cut down passengers going to Pearl Harbor by Clipper. 
Space needed for mail. 

- 3 - 
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COfTFKRENCii NOTES 



Sept. 9, 1942 



25, Reouperetion Center for Flag Officer* In Hawaii. 

24. Employment of negro personnel — will do well in Africa. 
(Rear Admiral Jacobs has no more items*) 

25. As a matter of policy. Flag officers are not to take their 
staffs with them when transferred. 

2G. Repairs to California: Electrical material delayed. 

Predicted date of completion October 1st. V.'EST VIRGINIA had seven torpedo 
hits. Completion depends on repairs to rudder post, about January 1st. 
Will not require further docking until that tine. Oglala goes to a oast to 
be refitted as a mine layer. OKLAHOMA will be righted in November* 
followed by the UTAH. Guns and powder being removed from ARIZONA. 

27. (Admiral Ttalsey now present*) Discussion of aircraft. 
Fleet air wings* groups, etc* 

28. Establishment of new air fields and facilities. Why not 
use Army fields where arrangements can be made? Discussion of training 
program for 2700a planes — all hands need not be trained simultaneously. 

29. priority of repair work at Seattle. Should it be given 
to AVG's in preference to BB*s? 



'J 
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^ CONFERENCE NOTES 

' Ha ZTT" September 8, 1942 

1* Dispatch aent to Ghormley telling him to get ready one regi- 

ment of Marines (three combat teams) and stand by to transfer them to 
Mac Arthur along with oro Division of combat loaded transports and attached 

AK. Admiral King remarked that Tasks 2 and 5 'go out the window* 

A 

2. General Deffitt to be told that Army troops used in occupying 

various islands in the Aleutians Haist be under Navy control. 

3« Vice Admiral Fletcher, now en route to Pearl, is to come to 

Washington, reporting to CominCh for temporary duty for about 



Halsey to take over ENTERPRISE group. 

4. The Fleet Air Command at Seattle was discussed. CinCPac 

stated that the job was important chiefly because of the reported delays in 
the manning, commissioning, and fitting out of AVG's. (This question solved 
temporarily by issuing orders to Captain Ginder to report to Com 15 for 
additional duty in this connection.) Admiral Freeman notified by telephone. 

6. In connection with the Seattle Command, the status of Naval 

Air Centertand Naval Air Training Center* was discussed with particular 
reference to whether or not they should be commanded by Flag Officers, 
Incident to the Seattle situation, CominCh announced that aviators must be 
qualified for advancement in these cases and that they were to be promoted 
to fill billets only. Methods of determining who should be promoted were 
Q 1" "plained. -> 
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6, personnel items? 

(a) C oiainC h inquired as to whether or not Hoover could be 

usefully employed in the Pacific Fleet. CinCPao re- 
plied "Ho billet at present". CominCh said he brought 
up the matter at this tine merely for possible accom- 
plishment at an undetermined date. 

(b) Assignment of Fletcher. Probability of various jobs in 

Washington for him was discussed. 

(c) Bernhard or MoWhorter could relieve Hoover, and Buck- 

master could be used to fill in where needed, 

(d) Status of Mason, Ramsey, Bogan, and Wagner touched upon; 

also rotation of Flag Officers in general. 

7. CominCh related his efforts to reorganise the Navy Department 
and explained the present situation in that respect. 

8. To betaken up upon return to Washington: 

Should the supervision of the making ready of AVG's be exer- 
cised at CominCh Headquarters? 

9, CinCPac dwelt on the method of providing escorts in the 
Pacific Fleet, also whether or not Leary , s request for more ships should be 
acted upon at this time. Decision made to do nothing about the despatch 
request but instead, Ghormley to lend them as a cover^f orca.\fy oa** 1/-K. .A^AcJ. 
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10. CominCh discussed prospective additions to the Floet and stated 
his opposition to overhauls in Australia. lie also spoke of the effect of 
Second Front operations and the small boat building program. Inconneotion 
therewith, CominCh spoke of the functions of the Army-Ilavy Munitions Board, 
their position with respeot to priorities, and how the; work. CominCh also 
explained Mr. Kelson's position as compared to General Sommervi lie's. Expan- 
sion of the Amy has resulted in surpluses in non-critical materials. These 
surpluses ought to be used. (Also, Army fighting planes located in various 
parts of the Country). 

11. The formation of Task Force 64 was reviewed. Admiral King 
remarked that it was about one month late. 

12. Consideration given to the possibility of VicC Admiral Ohorm- 
ley being unable to stand up physically, possible reliefs for him were 
mentioned. CinCPac stated that he preferred Turner. (Subsequently, CinCPac 
stated that he would check up on Vice Admiral Ghormley's physical examination 
and notify CominCh of the results.) 

13. Tulagi operations - Criticisms of t 

(a) Day dispositions all right; night dispositions look bad. 
Was the best use made of the foroes available, particu- 
larly Flag Officers; that is, why were they absent from 
both groups? And why was not consideration given to 
the question of fatigue? 
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(b) When Turner retired to Ghoraley, Vandergrif^f lef t to 

hold out by himself, 
(o) Was the aurpriae attack a result of inefficiency, and 

why were not means taken to prevent Jap forces from 

getting in? 

(d) Tactical dispositions discussed by CinCPac. Captain 

McCormick stated that the delayed despatch made no 
difference, that is, it was received in time to be 
acted upon* 

(e) Over-all responsibility was Ghonnley's; immediate 

responsibility was Turner's; final judgement to be 
left until receipt of completed reports, (At this 
point Major General Upshur called, followed by General 
DeWitt), 

14. (Vioe Admirals Ilalsey and Greens lade present.) Vice Admirals 
Halsey and Greens lade explained the situation at the Supply Depot at Oak- 
land. Despatch sent to the Chief of the Bureau of Supplies and Accounts to 
send a personal representative to clear the log jam there. CominCh agreed 
that this would not solve the problem permanently. 

15. Vice Admiral Ralsey spoke of the s ituation with respect to 
AVG*s in Seattle. (This point previously covered.) 
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16. Vice Admiral Halsay suggested that the Commander of the 
Fleet Air Detatohment at Alamoda be given quarters. This proposal met with 
an emphatic negative. Short discussion relative to status of Fleet Air 
Detatohment*. 

17. Additional comment with respect to the Supply situation, with 
reference to the possible establishment of more subordinate commands. 
Decision made that Commander Service Force could have representatives at 
Seattle, San Diego, Washington, and perhaps elsewhere, but that these repre- 
sentative s could not build up an organization. 

18. Should material be assembled at Aujcland or Bleaoher? CinCPac 
remarked that this question is academic at this time because material ig 
being sent to the place where it is used as fast as is possible. McCain's 
proposal touohed upon. Captain MoCormiok read letter from Roar Admiral 
Turner to Rear Admiral Spruance. 

19. Should submarine type Commanders and their staffs draw sub- 
marine pay? CominCh read memo on this subject. Decision made to recommend 
yea, if the new law leaves it up to the Secretary of the Navy, otherwise 
this question to be answered in the negative. In other worda, if the now 
law merely increases the figure and says nothing about any other change in 
the prior law, the same personnel now drawing this pay, and no others, will 
draw it. 

20. CominCh remarked on the necessity of freezing certain people 
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in their jobs for the duration of the war, such as Intelligence, Aviation, 
Submarine, and Communi cation jobs. As food for thought, CominCh mentioned 
the possibility of establishing "Services", the idea being to detail officers 
in and out of these "Services". CominCh went on to explain the uses of 
radio intelligence and stated that it is essentially a communications 
matter and not a proper function of ONI. Copy of the treatise prepared by 
the Ensign in Redman's office to be given CinCpac and CinCLant. 

21. Upon return to Washington take up with the Army, in connec- 
tion with their route to the Southwest Pacific, what do if Canton Island is 
knocked out? 

FOLLOWING ITEMS BROUGHT UP BY CINCPAC t v 

22. MacArthur's discussion of Tulagi's operations Juk. mjs*? AjJU^ut-Z--* . 

23. Rear Admiral Byrd's letter regarding Ohormley and MacArthur 
and Tasks 2 and 3. 

24. MacArthur's release of news. It is obvious that the informa- 
tion he releases is obtained only from Secret despatches. 

25. Assignment of submarines in the Pacific. (Covered yesterday 
and now fully understood by CinCPac). 

26. Fitch to be ComAirPac; Halsey to be TP Commander. (Also 
covered yesterday.) 

27. Releases of War news. CinCPac states that he is bedeviled by 
reporters. Wishes Elmer Davis to know that he assumes release of war news 

to the Press means release to the enemy. CominCh replied that he fought that 
battle at let st once a day, 
S^l - 6 - 
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28. Should there be a Civil Engineer on CinCPao»B Staff? 
Answer: No need for one now, but possibly later. Thomas already given 
additional duty as such at request of Moreell. 

29. Fraser wants a Liaison officer with Hew Zealand forces and 
Ghormley, Hew Zealand man is a Lieutenant General. CominCh replied that 
the matter is up to Ghormley. Short discussion as to ^ e ^ s hle functions of 
Liaison offioer, 

30. Army reinforcements to SoPac and SoWPac. Fourteen Squadrons 
earmarked. (Note: General DeWitt says assignment of 37 medium bombers to 
Western Defense Command has been cancelled.) 

31. Upon return to Washington: Take up with the Army the propo- 
sition of putting at the disposal of CinCPao another Army Division for 
amphibian training to replace the Third. This division would ±o to the 
Amphibious Force Pacific, CinCPac has no more items. 

32. CominCh discussed raider battalions, also the situation In 
the Marine Corps in general and disposition and distribution. 

33. Land based planes are to go to CinCPac. CinCPac notified that 
there are no more restrictions on the type of plane considered necessary. 
B-17»s are all right. 

34. Should mining operations be undertaken in tho Aleutians? 
Theobald has proposed, CinCPac is opposed, but is investigating. Should the 
mining be dono by submarine? Answer: Supply of torpedo^ is a factor, 
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35. CinCPac has been requested by Ghormley and others to set up 
an Airplane replacement program. As all available planes will be sent, 
there is nothing to plan at this time. 

36. The question of whether or not Fulcrum should be major air- 
plane repair base was brought up. Rot feasable at this time. 

37. Brief discussion of the characteristics of P-400's and the 
best way to employ them. 

38. Prospective battle damage repairs to be effected. CinCPac 
gave approximate dates. 

39. Upon return to Washing ton: F-l follow up day by day the 
forwarding of material to repair the ENTERPRISE. 

40. Kaneohe projects j CinCPac furnished a letter. F-33 comment 
to F-0. 

41. Ways and means t get the Army to bomb from lower altitude. 
Upon return to Washington request Army Air Force Headquarters to furnish a 
digest of High Level Bombing Instructions. When received, send copy to 
CinCPac and ciroulate to all other forces with Army units and cooperation. 

42. Forwarding of casualty lists - classification thereof to be 
Seoret. (Also other routine lists). 

43. CinCPac to furnish Cominch tomorrow with complete list of 
forces at the disposal of ComSoPac. 
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44. CominCh remarked that in effecting battle damage repairs, 
bringing ships to the TJest Coast, thereby permitting contact with families, 
is a factor. Puget Sound now filled up. The question of where to overhaul 
the PENNSYLVANIA recently arose. The Pearl Harbor gang is excellent. 

45. CominCh told CinCPac that loss of cruisers is off-set by one 
extraJiB, Short discussion followed in regard to other BB's, the WICHITA 
and TUPSOKfQ A, also as to how many cruisers Theobald should have. Decision 
Biade to make no changes until the weather gets bad. CominCh assured CinCPac 
that he would have more tools as soon as they became available* 

46. CominCh inquired as to how Dunn's organization is working. 
CinCPac replied that it is working all right but that he has too many 
people, namely, 13 officers and 28 men. Can Navy Yards be trusted to look 
out for the interests of the sea going forces? Answer i Ho. Similar situa- 
tion existing between Fleet Kaintenance in OpHav and BuShips illustrates 
that the technical people and the sea going people do not talk the si 
language. 
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1. Shift of Aviation Flight Co;naands disoussed. Decision 
made that Towers should be relieved by UoCain, the former to become 
ComAirpac with rank of Vice Admiral. Fitch to relieve McCain. Halsey 
to be Task Force Commander, retaining his rank of Vice Admiral but to 
be subordinate to Ghoraley. 

2. Command relations in the Aleutians wore discussed. 
Incidents included Theobald* a report against Buckner and the reliefs of 
both Buokner and Butler. In this connection. Admiral King road a 
letter from Vice Admiral Freeman who recently made a tour of inspection. 
The jist of the letter is that bad feeling exists because of bombing 
limitations placed on Army aviators, which has resulted in the lack of 
effective Army air support. Vice Admiral Freeman recommends complete 
support of Theobald. Despatch, originated by CinoPac, sent to Theobald 
to the effect that the J.C.S. directive is interpreted by him and CominCh 
to give him the authority he desires with respect to the Pribolofs. 

3. Admiral Nimitz discussed the Aleutian situation in general 
and some points of it in particular, namely the occupation of Kiska and 
what should be done about it, also the Adak move. Admiral Nimitz does 
not feel that the occupation of the pribolofs by the Japs would bo 
profitable, hence does not believe they will undertake it. 

4. Admiral King road a letter covering reassignment of sub- 
marines in the Pacific Fleet. This covered the transfer of SubDiT 53 to 
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CincLant. Various Second Front operations discussed. SubDiv 201 can 
Co to ConSoPao, 

5. Admiral Nimita stated that the docking situation at 
Pearl has improved tremendously - special credit due Salvage Party. 

6. personnel items: 

(a) Monroe to relieve Anderson (not decided). 

(b) Should Anderson relieve Holmes? 

(c) Tfho should relieve Newton? Hewitt a possibility. 

(d) Should Anderson become Com Eleven? 

(e) Oiaoussion regarding casualties following 58 year 

old physical examination* 

7. Authority for ComSoPac to make awards on the spot. 

6. It was agreed that it would bt desirable to change the 

boundary line between ComSoPac and ComSCWPac to give Ghormley more free- 
dom, but the decision was made not to do it because of possible compli- 
cations arising from certain protests from General McArthur. 

9. Admiral King discussed the Commands in the Solpac Force. 
Also explained the duties to bo performed by Vice Admiral Willson. 

10. Admiral King explained Admiral Leahy's duties as Chief 
of Staff to the president. 

11. Admiral Kimitz brought up the question of employment of 
battleships of Task Forco 1. Gave Admiral King a oopy of his despatch 
to ComTask Force 1 on this subject, 
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12. Admiral Nimits announced that the development of Midway 
field has progressed satisf fcctorily. He also stated that B-17's are 
now operating from Johnson Island. Be sure to tell Admiral Bloch. 

13. Admiral King brought up the subject of Canton Island In 
connection with the possibility of waimg'iy^km tUms flajnin^Mi^i^sf an 
alternate route - BoraBora - Tongatabu, 

14. The details of the Makin raid were related by Admiral 
Nimit*. The captured sword (with blood still on it) goes to the Naval 
Academy Museum. The captured machine gun to the li urine Corps Museum. 
In this connection Admiral King stated that a Third Haider Battalion 
will be formed in the South Pacific, the nucleus to be men taken from 
the first and second Raider Battalions. Admiral TTimit* stated that he 
had recently given orders to round up the Marines in the 14th District 
who were not doing a man's work to form such a nucleus. Admiral King 
questioned their suitability to which Admiral Niraita replied that they 
could be used to roplaoe those who were suitable. Admiral King said 
there would bo a fourth after a while. 

lb, Tho Under Secretary having made same comment about the 

supply situation, and having intimated that it might bo desirable to 
have another agency in Washington, it was decided that Admiral Calhoun 
should have a representative in the Navy Department to act in the same 
capacity there as Captain Hasou does for the Atlantic Fleet. Admiral 
King remarked that the supply situation in general is a matter for the 

" 3 " 1029 

lirtit 



CONFERENCE MOTES 



Sept. 7, 1942 



Paymaster General, who, although not formally designated as euoh, acts 
in the capacity of Fleet Supply officer. 

16. Complications in the Command relations under General 
McArthur together with his compliance with the directive ho recoived; 
Items under the foregoing were the failure of General Brett to get 
along, and speculation as to what Kenny will be able to do in that capa- 
city. In this connection, the employment of New Zealand ships and troops 
and a question of who was responsible for the local defense of Hew 
Zealand was touched upon. Also, what information is due the New Zealand 
Government and to what official should it be given. 

17. Captain McCormiok read a letter from CinoPao to CominCh 
dated September 2nd on the subject of prospective employment of carriers. 
Copy of the letter delivered to CominCh. 

18. Revision of Tasks 2 and 3 Tulagi operations to be made. 
Admiral King explained how these tastes were originally decided upon and 
what the various considerations were, including the part played by the 
tl.C.S. 

19. Distinction drawn between communiques and press releases. 
Admiral Kirnitz 1b to issue communiques but if he feels a press relaese 
is desirable it should bo submitted to Admiral King. 

20. General UpShur has appointment at 10:46 followed by 
General DeWitt at lis 00. 
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September 9. 

Cominch 082234 gives the glan for employment of New 
Zealand forces in the war. 

Cominch 0B2237 pink summarizes the Army airplanes in 
and presently tn route to the Pacific Ccean Areas. He. reiter- 
ates that all these planes are under control of Admiral NImitz. 

Gincpac 031736 directs Sopac to make ready to turn over 
one regiment of experienced amphibious troops and 1 division of 
APs to I-^ac Arthur. 

Cominch believes that Llac Arthur has a squadron of A-24s 
which are not being used for combat and suggest Ghormley get them. 

Investigation shows that the entrance to Bleacher is safe 
for the WASHINGTON. The 5 fathom coral head which the SOUTH DAKOTA 
hit has been buoyed. The SUMMER is not needdnow to clear out the 
entrance . 

Comsopac 091146 summarizes the operations for the day in 
his Area. 

The SARATOGA can now go ahead on 4 shafts and back on 3. 

Hendquarters Marines 081556 is planning a replacement 
program for the South Pacific. 

Task forces 17 and 18 will join under Admiral Koyes on 
September 11th just east of the NEW HEBRIDIES . 

The POHPANO returning from off Japan reports sinking 
1 AK, 1 DD, 1 PY. A 

In the north a su^arine was reported at SITKA and another 
off DIXON. General Dewitt stated that his message concerning the 
garrisoning of the Pribilofs was not a directive to Admiral 
Theobald. The incident could and should have been avoided. A 
submarine on patrol sighted tv/o destroyers at ATTU. 

The Japanese continue to build up forces in the South 
Pacific. There are Indications that the 17th army left Truk 
yesterday for Guadalcanal. The APs are escorted by DCs only. 
If this be true that army can attack Guadalcanal as early as 
Se^WWl3th. 
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September 9th , 

Oomsopac 091016 and 091018 plus 100255 all pink give the 
new operating plan for the South Pacific Forces, 'it will be put 
in effect by despatch, presumably on the eleventh. 

There were no contacts in the South °acific area yesterday 
and all forces are ousily engaged in strengthening positions. 
The landing field at CACTUS is inoperative today (Comairsopac 
091215). 

At least 1000 Japs are estimated to have landed on NW 
GUADALCANAL (O.a. 1st Marine Division 0*0935). Thus about 2000 
have been landed on that island recently. The second group is 
in the vicinity of TAIY0. 

Cominch 082030 says that the 3rd Marine Raider Battalion 
will oe formed at SAMOA, 

The ENTERPRISE will arrive at PEARL for repairs tomorrow. 
The SARATOGA group, which includes the SOUTH DAKOTA, will fuel 
at BLEACHER tomorrow and depart immediately thereafter for PEARL. 
That carrier believes she can make an engine speed of 15 knots 
for the trip. 

TF1 continues training at PEARL. The force is constantly 
ready to break up any attempted enemy landing in the HA'.VAIIAN 
area. 

Coianowestseafron 100202 gives the progress of the FIREPLACE 
operation. The ALEUTIANS are otherwise quiet. „ 



September 10th 

The operations for the day in the South Pacific are sum- 
marized in his 111320 (pink). 

Because of the serious situation which now confronts Admiral 
Ohormley and because he n<=eds the 7th Marines now at GUADALCANAL, 
he plans to make the Gth Marines available to General MacArthur 
when ordered to do so by CinCPac. That regiment will not be ready 
until October 1st (Comsopac 110516 (pink)). 

Admiral Ghormley's 101156 (pink) stresses the need for more 
VPs. And his 101152 ^lves the organization of t he South Pacific 
Force as of September 11th. 1^ 



(continued on ney.t patre) 

1032 



Septeriber 10th (continued) : 

Admiral Turner (100725) suggests that Pacific Fleet sub- 
marines now be employed off the eastern FEW GUINEA coast. In 
this connection, the only submarine now immediately available 
was offered to General MacArthur for patrol off SHORTLAKD Island. 
The offer was not accepted as ComSWPac is employing his own sub- 
marines to the westward of the SOLOMONS. 

There was no news from the ALEUTIANS. 

The ENTERPRISE grcftlp arrived at Pearl. The SARATOGA group 
should depart BLEACHER today. 

Task Force 1 departs tomorrow for four days training off 

Oahu. 

There is some evidence that the forces for the counter at- 
tack on GUADALCANAL are now approaching that area. If our in- 
formation is correct, they can be expected to arrive there in 
great strength. There is no indication of prospective Jap effort 
in any place except the South and Southwest Pacific. 

September II . 

CinCPac 120315 (pink) states that sending the 8th Marines 
to reinforce General MacArthur is the best that can be done un- 
der the circumstances. 

GUADALCANAL 120530 (pink). Admiral Turner agrees with 
General Vandelpgrlf t that GUADALCANAL must have at least one more 
regiment for defense. Admiral Turner proposes to sail the 7th 
Marines to that place from ESPIRITU SANTO on the 14th, covering 
the move v/ith all task forces. His 092300 (pink) gives status 
of the 7th Marines and stresses need for troops to bring the 
Southeast SOLOMONS under firm control. 

ComSoPac 121241 summarizes the operations for the day. One 
enemy carrier and one enemy cruiser was sighted by our patrol 
plane during the afternoon in Lat 7-20S, Long 168-50E. This 
group was probably seen further South later in the afternoon. 
A flight of 15 5-17s were ordered to attack, but have not yet 
reported results. During the night at least one cruiser and 
four destroyers shelled the Marines on GUADALCANAL. 

Admiral Nimitz returned from his conference with Admiral 
King in San Francisco. It seems very difficult to interest the 
Array In the war in the Pacific. Cominch 111802 gives the status 
of one Army regiment of the 43rd Division. It can be expected 
to be ready to leave the West Coast early next month. 
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September 11th (Continued) 

The GUARDFISH reports sinking 50,000 tons of enemy shipning 
along their ore route. 

In his 112150 (pink), ComTaskFor 8 reports progress in the 
ADAK airfield operation. The Army found a quick way to make an 
airfield by draining Sweeper Creek. The field is 9 ',000 feet long 
and averages 500 feet wide. A B-18 landed there today. It was 
expected that the construction of this field would take months. 
In his 112120 he gives his escort plan for the garrisoning of the 
PRIEILOFPs . 




CinCPac has approved a plan for quite extensive defensive 
mining at ABAK. 

The enemy continues to assemble his forces for an attack on 
GUADALCANAL. There are indications that paratroops will be em- 
ployed in an effort to capture the airfield. There is no new 
evidence of changes in the Jap deployments. 

3epte mber 12 th . 



There continues to be considerable enemy surface and air 
activity in the Central and Northern SOLOMONS. During the after- 
noon a patrol plane sighted a good sized group of enemy cruisers 
and destroyers about 200 miles northeast of MALAITA . GUADALCANAL 
was shelled again last night by at least one cruiser and two 
destroyers. The situation at that place is shown in Rear Admiral 
Turner's 150933. A major attack on GUADALCANAL is to be expected 
in the near future. 



The plan to land the 7th Marines on GUADALCANAL, dawn Sept. 
16th, has been approved by Cominch and CinCPac. (ComSoPac 130540 
(pink) gives the general directive). 

The first ACORN is now enroute the South Pacific and the 
second should leave the Vfe3t Coast September 17th. 

The ALEUTIANS were generally quiet. 

Further enemy activity in the GILBERTS is noted. 

Radio Intelligence indicates that Cardiv 2 is still in home 
waters. The SIIOKAKU and ZUIKAKU are still unheard. It is still 
uncertain as to whether or not the RYUJO was badly damaged and 
possibly sunk on August 24th. CinC Combined Fleet continues to 
show much interest In the SOLOMONS situation. 
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During the late morning our search planes discovered 
two enemy forces in the area to the eastward of the SOLOMONS. 
One force was composed of three BBs, four cruisers, four DDs, 
one transport heading southeast. When last seen the force was 
on a northerly coijrse. 14 B-17s attacked and claim 2 hits. 
The second force was located about 120 miles north of the BB 
group f 4y*4i, C©v»+am<dL I CV t CrOijev ^ J aweC T>D j. . 

For the past two days the Japs have been attacking the 
Llarines on GUADALCANAL from the rear and flank. The attacks 
were repulsed, - enemy dead over 10 to our 1. It is believed 
that the enemy will attempt to surround the Llarines and try to 
capture the airfield. An enemy bombing raid was repulsed. 

Due to approaching hostile forces our transports and 
tenders were withdrawn to the south. 

Rear Admiral Turner's plan to land the 7th Marines 
(CTF-63 140133 pink) may be delayed becatise of the enemy ships 
sighted during the day. 

Gomsopac 120544 again comments on the fact that P-400s 
are of little use to him. Oomairsopac desires about 12 B-17Es 
from Hawaii at this time. These will be sent. Eventually, when 
they can be handled in the south about 15 more will be sent from 
Hawaii . 

Twenty fleet subs and two tenders will be maintained 
at present in the Southwest - Pacific . The S-boats now there will 
be wi thdrawn . 

In the ALEUTIANS a sub was reported off SEGUAI.: Island. 
The CA3C0 has been refloated and will be towed to DUTCH HARBOR. 

The enemy continues to assemble large forces of all 
kinds for attack in the South Pacific. At least five CVs and 
four BBs may now be in the BISMARCK- SOLOMONS area. The Japs 
seem to be concentrating almost everything they have except 
their battleline in that area. A small force is now to land 
in the GILBERTS. TARAWA may be the first landing point. It 
is probably the best place in that island group. 
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September 14th . 

TF 61 composed of the WASP and HORNET groups under 
Hear Admiral Noyes was proceeding to the westward, speed 12, 
to rendezvous with TF 64 and 65 (7th Marines in APs and escort 
under Rear Admiral Turner) . The carrier groups had been ordered 
to cover the landing of the 7th Marines to reinforce our nosition 
on GTTADALCANAL. At 1440 local 15th the WASP was torpedoes. Twelve 
minutes later the NORTH CAROLINA received one torpedo hit. Rear 
Admiral Scot* 151?55 ^ink and CTF 17 150929 nink described the 
action and pive future moves. The torpedoing was certainly done 
by one or more submarines and the subs are indicated as having 
reported results by radio. 

Comsopacs 141350 nink summarizes the operations for 
the 14th. Much of this has been recorded before. 

C.Or. Marines 1st Div 141045 elves the details of firht- 
ing on the 13th and 14th. His 150226 amplifies the first re- 
port and goes on to say that after severe fighting his nosi- 
tion continues to be satisfactory. If the disaster to TF 61 
does not chen^e our nlans, the 7th Marines will be landed tomorrow 
in the vicinity of the LUNGA river. A group of 7 enemy DDs 
was heading toward GUADALCANAL in the afternoon and it seems 
probable that they will land reinforcements there tonight. It 
must be recorded that our surface forces in the ^outh Pacific 
have done nothing the past 30 days to prevent or interrupt these 
night landings and shellings of Marine positions. 

Cincpac 142247. It is planned to send one tender and 
six fleet submarines to operate under '•''ice Admiral Ghormley. The 
message also requests part of General Mac Arthur' s area for sub- 
marine operations. 

The WASHINGTON grouc leaves BLEACHER today for the 
active area. 

TF 1 returned to Pearl from a training cruise south of 

0AHU. 

There was a possible submarine sighting off the 

FARALL0NS. 

Rear Admiral Fitch will relieve Rear Admiral McCain 
as Comairsopac. Vice Admiral Leary will relieve Vice Admiral 
Pye as CTF 1. He may also relieve Rear Admiral Anderson as 
Combat ships. 

The GBOWLSH returning from patrol reports sinking 
20,000 tons and damaging 6000 tons. 
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September 14 (Continued) 



In the ALEUTIANS photo reconnaissance shows 4 SS, 
3 AK at EI SKA and 1 S3, 1 CM and DDs at ATTU. CTP-8 150039 
gives his views concerning the strategic location of airfields 
and the need for Army troops in the llorth Pacific. 

At least 17 enemy submarines ai v e operating in the 
SOLOLIONS area as advance screen and attacking group for the 
enemy surface forces thought to the north and eastward of the 
SOLOMONS i While enemy strength in that general area cannot be 
stated accurately, it is possible that major units include as 
many as 5 GVs and 3 BB3. The IIAGATO may be in the STLOKONS. 



September 15th . 



Comsonac 161220 pink summarizes operations for the day. 
The need for avfas at GUADALCANAL Is acute and the BELLATRLX will 
be sent there tomorrow to supply this need. Oomsopac 160900 gives 
his estimate that the next two days are favorable for unloading 
stores, etc., in the GUADALCANAL - TTTLAGI area. Because of the 
threatening situation Rear Admiral Turner did not bring in the 7th 
Marines for the nlanned reinforcement of our Southern SOLOMONS 
positions. 

TF 17 and units of TF IP. were combined to rendezvous 
September 17 (local) and will operate to westward of the longitude 
of EFATE and within 200 miles of that base awaiting further develop- 
ments. Cruisers and DDs of TF 18 arrived at ESPIRITO SANTO where 
they will land hospital cases, then proceed to NOUMEA. 

General Mao Arthur sees many difficulties in PacFleet subs 
operating in his area. If any go there he would desire operational 
control. The olan to send one "tender and 6 SS to Comsopac is thus 
held in abeyance for further study. The AMBERJACK has been moved 
from patrol of KAVTENG to the north and east of the BOUGAINVILLE 
STRAIT area. 

Our submarine on patrol in lat 24-25 N, long 139-01 E 
sighted an enemy CV escorted by 2 DD. 

Comsubpac proposes and Cincpac approves the conversion of 
the ARGONAUT to a troop carrying submarine (Oomsubpac 150144). 

The CUTTLEFISH in the CHINA SEA reports sinking a 10,000 
ton passenger freighter and a 19,000 ton tanker. 

In the ALEUTIANS the Armv air made a very successful air 
raid on KISKA (CTF 8 151905). Thus the new airfield at ADAK has 
started to pay dividends. 

It now arrears that Tardiv 2 [HITAKA and UAYATAKA in- 
eluded) have left home waters for the "outh Pacific. There are no <- 
other important enemy moves. ^_ 
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September 16. 



Corisopac 171216 pink summarizes the day in the South 
Pacific. The NORTH CAROLINA is not seriously damaged (CTP-17 
151235 pink) and will arrive at TON OA TABU the 19th local date. 
When temporary repairs are completed she will 3ail for Pearl. 
The 7th Marines are expected to arrive at GUADALCANAL tomorrow. 
Reports of large numbers of enemy vessels, mostly destroyers 
and auxiliaries, continue to be received from reconnaissance 
planes over the central and north SOLOMONS. 

There is continued minor enemy activity in the GIL-. 
BERTS. Because of thi 3, considera tion will be ^iven to estab- 
lishing a landing field In the ELL ICE Islands.' 

The USS CRYSTAL grounded at MIDWAY when shifting 
berth In the lagoon. 

TF-1 continues training in the OAHU area and remains 
ready to oppose an enemy landing in the HAWAIIAN Area. 

A PBY on patrol from MIDWAY was attacked by a 
MITSUBISHI twin engine plane 445 miles southnfrst of MIDWAY. 
No damage was done to either plane. 

Cominch proposed to convert 6 ODD now with TP-3 to 
APDs. Replacements would come from the Pacific Fleet. 

There is nothing new concerning enemy moves. Inter- 
est of the enemy continues to be centered in the South Pacific. 
As long as this continues there seems little chance of an attack 
on the MIDWAY-OAIIU line. 

General Erunons was brought up to date on current 
happenings at a conference held by" Admiral Nimitz this morning. 

General Emmons ,;ust returned from a visit in the South 
and Southwest Paclf ic^ (JigjJJ&d iL^-OJlf" tQllc with General LacArthur 
the gist of which w3s**T; ha Ol J 1|n! j I! T.dA can be taken by the 
laps any time they are ready, (2) he thinks our positions in the 
SOLOMONS is. very precarious, and {3) as soon as the laps clear . 
us out of the SOLOMONS they will attack HAWAII. U»- 
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September 17th . 



Comsopac 181231 pink summarizes operations in his area 
for the day. The 3-17 attacks and the SBD attacks were particularly 
ineffective. The NORTH CAROLINA is not badly damaged, as noted 
before. She was examined at BLEACHER and the Captain renorts her 
ready for further active service but with speed reduced to 2k knots. 
The O'BRIEN was examined at BSPIRITO SANTO and is badly damaged. 
Che will be escorted to N0 T T1*EA. The loss of the WASP is briefly 
described in Comsopac 181140 pink. 

The enemy radio at GUADALCANAL reported the arrival of TB 64 
and 65. About midnifht surface forces arrived and bombarded the 
marine position. Presumably our surface forces had departed 
shortly after dark. The unloading of fuel, food, and other needed 
material in this area is severely handicapped by enemy activity. At 
present the only solution seems to keep our shins away during dark- 
ness and to get them underway when day air attacks are reported 
coming in. And until a better solution is found our situation will 
continue unsatisfactory. 

The HADDOCK returning from patrol in the East China Sea re- 
ports sinking 26,000 tons of freighters. 

The landing mat on SAND ISLAND, MIDWAY, is now ready for 
emergency use. 

The Central and North Pacific areas are general quiet. 

The COPAIIEE left PEARL today with fighter and dive bomber 
replacements for Sopac. She is also transporting personnel for 
Patwing ONE. Vice Admiral Ghormley will be given authority to 
retain her there as a carrier, otherwise to return her to SAN DIEGO. 

No changes in Jan deployment are noted. The inability to 
"read the mail" leaves us in the dark. We can guess, but are never 
sure. 
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September 18. 

The Pacific Ocean "reas are generally quiet. With 
the landing of the 7th Marines at GUADALCANAL there are about 
15,000 troops there. TP-17 was ordered to cover the retire- 
ment of TP-G5 . The nain problem in the TULAGI-GUADALCANAL 
area now is to build up the airfield so that land based planes 
can cover own shipping there. 

Vice Admiral Leary arrived from AUSTRALIA and brings 
a rather depressing view of the situation there. The Austral- 
ians seem to .have little enthusiasm for fighting the Japs in 
NEW GUINEA im» can probably prevent use of the PORT MORESBY 
airfields. 

The NORTH CAROLINA is now reported able to make only 
13 knots and has been ordered to PEARL. 

Cominch 1Q2200 pink gives General MacArthur ' s present 
estimate and wants to know what the Pacific Fleet will do to 
prevent a seaborne invasion in his area. There are now about 
20,000 troops in the PORT MORESBY area and around 10,000 in 
the MILNE BAY area. 

Since the start of the war our submarines in the 
Pacific Ocean have 3unk approximately 1,010,000 tons of Jap 
ships . 

The Hawaiian Sea Frontier will take over the direction 
of the daily Hawaiian search on September 24th. Up to now it 
has been run by the Patrol Wings under Cincpac ' a general direction. 

The ALEUTIANS are quiet. 

The locations of Jap carriers continues indefinite. 
It is assumed that at least four are in the area south of TRUK. 
There is no good indication of the objective of the Japs next 
move except that it will be in the Southwestern Pacific. 
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SECRET ^ ^ 

September 19. 

Comsopac 201240 pink summarizes the day in his area. 
TP- 17 will be reorganized in the near future. Meanwhile it will 
operate in the general area bounded by 13 and 20 degrees south, 
165 and 177 east prepared to take offensive action against suit- 
able enemy targets within reach. In his 201542 pink Cominch 
questions the employment of striking forces on a strategically 
static basis in submarine infested waters. 



The question raised by General Mac Arthur regarding 
the employment of the Pacific Fleet to repel Jap landings in 
NEW GUINEA was answered by CinCPac 200145 pink. 

Minor enemy surface and plane movements continue to 
be observed by our search planes in the Central SOLOMONS and in 
the general area to the east of the SOLOMONS. Major units &**©W erc 
not observed within the limits of our search. 

A drydock at AUCKLAND capable of taking a damaged BB 
is under consideration. 

Vice Admiral Leary will relieve Vice Admiral Pye as 
CTP-1 and also assume Combatships on September 20th. 

CTF-8 summarizes his need for destroyers In connection 
with the withdrawal of ODDs for conversion to APDs (his 190225). 
The first phase of FIREPLACE will be regarded as completed to- 
morrow . 

There is no new information of enemy deployments. The 
carrier locations are very much in doubt. There is some possi- 
bility that the enemy may make a raid similar to our MAKIN raid 
on our staging route to the South Pacific. \>J^~^ 

September 20. 

Only minor enemy activity is noted In Comsopac dally 
summary (211221 pink). 

CTF-8 210030 states that bad weather has prevented 
further attacks on KISKA. His 201949 reports the landing of an 
Army garrison at ST PAUL in the PRIBILOFS, and of an Army land- 
ing at ATKA. His 202100 objects to reported reduction of Army 
planes in the Alaskan Sector and gives his estimate of current 
army plane requirements. 

CinCPac 202147 pink suggests that our striking forces 
anchor at NOUMEA except when employed on specific attacks. 

APAIANA and TARAWA in the GILBERTS report continued 
enemy activity. This indicates that those atolls are not yet 
completely occupied. CinCPac is now considering occupying 
FUNAFUTI in the ELLICE Islands where the Japs are indicated as 
going around the first of October. 1U4A 

Ay 

No change in enemy deployment was noted during the day. \ 



September 21 

The reorganized task forces under Vice Admiral Ghormley 
are as shown in his 221002. Rear Admiral Hurray retains com- 
mand of TF 17 in spite of the fact that Hear Adriiral Lee in the 
WASHINGTON is senior. 

Operations in the South Pacific are as shown in 
Oomsopac 221? 56 pink. 

Admiral Nimitz expects to arrive in NCULiEA September 
28 for a conference with Admiral Ghormley. He will also inspect 
various "outh Pacific activities. 

Pear Admiral Turner 212207 tells of Japanese methods 
of fi^htinp ashore and lists some of our shortcomings and makes 
recommendations to correct deficiencies. 

The 2nd Paider Pattalion will initially disembark at 
H-PIRITO SA 7T T0. 

OTP 8 202130 rives the mining plan for ADAK. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA and SARATOGA group arrived at PEARL 
for renairs. The NORTH CAROLINA is due at PEARL for repairs 
September 30th. 

There is no new information on location of major lap 
units. Carrier deployment is most uncertain. There continues 
to be strong evidence of a lar?e scale attack to recaoture the 
Southern S.0L0M0US, , wi> 

Cincpac 220035 is a proposal for the occupation of FUlkFUTI. 

September 22 

There were no important contacts or developments In the 
South Pacific during the day. 

General MacArthur seems to expect one Marine regiment about 
October 1st, On September 8 Cincpac ordered a regiment made ready 
for duty in the SWPac but it is not yet certain that the Marines 
will be sent. All available troops in the SoPac are urgently 
needed by Admiral Ghormley at present. 

Admiral Nimitz invited General MacArthur to a conference 
In NOUMEA next week and General MacArthur invited Admiral Nimitz 
to extend his trip South to Brisbane. Neither of these officers 
feel that they can be away from their commands long enough to 
cross the Coral Sea, 



The 3rd Marine Raider Battalion was formed at SAMOA on 
September 20th, 
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SEORET 

September 22 (Continued) 

The first of 12 B-17s from OAHU to SoPac are now enroute 
and 12 more are being prepared for early despatch. 

Cons ope c 221226 pink gives his clan for the occupation 
of FUNAFUTI . 

The AMHSSJACE on patrol off BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT reports 
sinking one 5000 ton freighter. While there she grounded and 
suffered damage to her sound gear. 

The ALEUTIANS continued quiet. 

There is continued doubt regarding present deployment of 
Jap major units. A large number of subs are in the South Pacific 
and a good number of cruisers and destroyers are sighted in the 
SOLOMONS - NEW BRITAIN area. All evidence continues to point to 
a laree attack in the near future to recapture the Southern 
SOLOMONS. 



September 23 

Comsopac 240206 pink orders the occupation of FUNAFUTI 
about October 2nd. Under Rear Admiral Turner, Rear Admiral 
Wright will command the expedition, 

Comsopac 231326 gives the general plan for the employ- 
ment of CUBS, ACORNS f and construction battalions. 

Comsopac 2312 51 states that the harbor of NOUMEA is very 
congested and requests weight handling and other equipment. As 
operations progress in the present offensive it becomes more and 
more apparent that facilities and equipment needed to support 
the operation were not made available initially, Cincpac 232249 
generally concurs with Rear Admiral Turners recommendations to 
perfect our amphibious efforts. 

There is some indication that GIZ0 and FAISI are mined. 
While the day was quiet in the GUADALCANAL - TULAGI area, all 
our moves were promptly reported by Jap radio on GUADALCANAL. 

There were possible submarine sightings by Army planes 
today - one off FANNING ISLAND and one 240 miles SW of CANTON 
ISLAND. 

The ALEUTIANS continue quiet. 

Indications continue of Jap plans to recapture the 
southern SOLOMONS and eastern NEW GUINEA. There is some evidence 
that this operation may be delayed. 
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September 24. 

Cominch 241630 pink concurs that A a Marine regiment 
experienced in amphibious warfare to General Mac Arthur will 
depend on developments. The message also requests plans for 
the employment of the Army 43rd Division. 



The South Pacific is generally quiet. This may be 
the lull before the storm as all indications continue to point 
to major Jap operations there in the very near future, TF 17 
is about to enter NOUMEA > while the WASHINGTON group is approach- 
ing TONGATABU, The unloading at GUADALCANAL has greatly im- 
proved in the past few days and critical shortages in the area 
have been supplied. 



The ALEUTIANS continue quiet. 



There are no changes in lap major deployments. Ap- 
parently small garrisons are being left on the atolls in the 
GILBERTS and allied coast watchers are being captured. ^» 

September 25 . 

Arrangements for the occupation j^^FUNAFTTTIi^aearding 

air coverage are shown in Comsoioac 26082 6fand 261156 ^and Comair- 
sopac 251228,' fwi - 

Comsopac 251456 gives operations for the 24th in his 
area. There were no major developments or contacts. The per- 
formance of the SBDs from CACTUS against approaching enemy DDs 
was not good. 

Admiral Nimitz and party were delayed at PALMYRA due 
to engine trouble in his plane. 

Plans are going forward to establish an advanced base 
at NOUMEA along the lines described in Comsopac 260434. 

CTF 8 251950 and 260645 indicate that the Japs have 
abandoned ATTU. Increased activity at KISKA might possibly 
indicate an abandonment there also. It is hard to see where 
the laps have profited In their ALEUTIAN adventure. 

Indications of preparation for a major Japanese of- 
fensive in the South Pacific continue. Best guess is that they 
plan to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS ( P0 RT MORES BY and attack 
AUSTRALIA, They are thought to be making a major effort to as- 
semble the means for this in the RABAUL area. This being the case, 
no move on the OAHU-MIDV/AY line is expected. Nor will they be 
able to launch a major attack toward INDIA. 
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Prom : 
To: 

Subject 6 



September 24, 1942 



Commander in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet. 
Commander in Chief, United States Fleet. 

Amphibious Training of Army Troops for Operations 
in Kiska Area. 



1. Weather conditions in the Western Aleutians since 
the occupation by the Japanese of Kiska and Attu have been 
such that neither aircraft bombing or surface ship bombardment 
of Kiska nor submarine operations off that port have been able 
to prevent the enemy from consolidating and strengthening his 
hold in that area, 

2. There is no indication that weather conditions will 
be such as to ensure the ejection of the Japanese from Kiska 
as a result of aerial bombing to be conducted from Adak. 

3. The current stalemate has caused the neutralization 
of the considerable naval strength now assigned to Task Force 
EIGHT without a corresponding holding or reduction of Japanese 
naval forces. 

4. Information received from Commander Task Force EIGHT 
states that he has arranged with General DeWitt for Army 
garrisons of 15,000 men for Adak and 5,000 men for Tanaga. 

5. It is believed that a satisfactory solution for the 
Aleutian situation can be reached only through the ejection 

of the Japanese from Kiska and Attu. Such ejection can be 
effected only by a landing of amphibious troops. 

6. It is therefore recommended that the Army at once 
begin the amphibious training of a suitable contingent of 
troops now in the Alaskan Area (including Adak and Tanaga ) 
with a view to retaking Kiska and then Attu when suitable ships 
are available for this operation. 



Copy to: 

Comtaskfor 8 

C omnorwe s seaf r on 



C. W. NIMITZ 
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September 26. 

Operations for the 26th in the South Pacific are 
summarized in ComSoPac 26125&. Air offensive operations, 
particularly against enemy shipping in the SHORTLANDS and 
RARATJL areas, have been stepped up by both ComSoPac and Com- 
SWPac. Our Task Forces there, except those in the FUNAFUTI 
operation, are in port. 

Vice Chief of Naval Operations suggests SUVA as an 
advance base depot for storage of Cub and Acorn material, 
ComSoPac 261259 requests that the decision on this be deferred. 

The mail situation has, and continues to be bad in 
the South Pacific. Officers and men go for months without 
mail. The job has been sadly bungled. 

Cominch 261502 suggests that troops to be moved to 
forward positions be given amphibious training in the Central 
and South Pacific, He suggests training centers at OAHU, 
WELLINGTON, SAMOA, and NOUMEA or FIJI. 

ARD-2 will be towed at once from OAHU to NOUMEA. 

CTF-8 262020 and 262550 describes another successful 
air raid on KISKA. The ADAK field is paying good dividends. 

General MacArthur wants the marines to clean out the 
northeast coast of NEW GUINEA. . He has about 15,000 troops in 
that area now and seems to sX jSffM ? 1 5,000 marines to—be necessary 
In addition. As previously noted, the despatch of amphibious 
troops to the Southwest Pacific from the South Pacific will 
depend on developments. No present developments indicate that 
such a plan is suitable. See his 270800 pink. 

C ,G. SAMOA urges prompt action in furnishing 2500 
marines to bring his garrison up to strength and ComSoPac 
concurs. 

There are no major changes in Jap deployments. 
September 27. 

The general situation in the South Pacific is improv- 
ing. Admiral McCain, who has just been relieved as Comairsopac , 
told the morning conference that GUADALCANAL can be held if 
sufficient fighter planes and pilots can be brought in to main- 
tain present levels. The Japs are afraid of our F4P and will 
not attack them consistently. Unfortunately, the requisite 
number of VF and trained pilots are not yet in sight. Admiral 
Ghormley's 271456 summarizes the day except that during the day 
25 enemy VB covered by fighters approached GUADALCANAL and 
were Intercepted by our fighters who shot down 25 VB and several 
0h with no loss to themselves. A magnificent performance. 
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September 27 (Continued) 



TP-17 is in port at WHITE POPPY. The WASHINGTON 
group is at TOIIGATABU. The ENTERPRISE group may be able to 
leave Pearl for the south about October third. 

TP-1 continues to conduct minor training exercises 
in the OAHU area. 

TF-5 continues comparatively inactive as they are 
hampered by lack of APs for training. In a recent letter Vice 
Admiral Greenslade reported that our landing boat personnel are 
definitely Inferior to the Army. This is another manifestation 
of naval growing pains. 

TP-8 was quiet. 

While there are Indications that the Jap3 will make 
an all out effort in the Southern SOLOMONS and possibly NEW 
GUINEA t there are also many signs which point to troubles that 
he is having. It seems reasonable to suppose that we have now 
destroyed the cream of his naval air pilots. Also, our attri- 
tion attacks on his ships and planes must be causing them ex- 
treme difficulties. Our submarines are causing increasing' 
shipping shortages. 

Admiral Nimltz and party arrived during the after- 
noon at NOUMEA . ^ 

September 28 . 

Operations on the 28th in the South Pacific are sum- 
marized in Comsopac 281326, Admiral Nimltz apparently com- 
pleted his conference with Vice Admiral Ghormley and with 
General Mac Arthur's Chief of Staff and with his Air Force 
General and went on to ESPIRITO SANTO. Among the things dis- 
cussed was the employment of the 8th Marines which are ear- 
marked for the NDENI garrison and the 43rd Army division for 
the TULAGI- GUADALCANAL area (see Comsopac 290256 pink). 

The ALHENA completed unloading at GUADALCANAL. 
The unloading follows the same pattern each day: the AK with 
a DD escort unloads during daylight and departs each evening 
via the LENGO channel, returning that way in the early morn- 
ing. The Japs have observed and reported this procedure. 

The COPAHEE Is having some troubles in shaking down. 

There are labor troubles at WELLINGTON. Waterfront 
workers refuse to work overtime and unloading Is being unduely 
delayed. 
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September 28 (continued) 

The TROUT reports hitting a large CV off TRUK with 
two torpedoes. This may be the ZUIKAKU. Another Jap carrier 
reports being attacked by a submarine. - As this latter is 
thought to have occurred off NEW IRELAND and as the TROUT was 
definitely off TRUK, it seems probable that two Jap carriers 
are in trouble. 



The Central and North Pacific areas are quiet. 
There is nothing to confirm the suspicion that the Japs plan 
to evacuate KISKA. 

A good RDF cut places the CinC itth Air Fleet in 
the vicinity of the GREENWICH Islands. While some CVs seem 
to be leaving the South for the homeland there is no major 
change in Jap intentions noted. 

Septemb er 29. 

SoPac 291226 summarizes operations on the 29th in 
his area. The ALHENA was torpedoed leaving GUADALCANAL but 
not sunk. She will be towed to BUTTON, Our AKs are continu- 
ally exposed to this submarine menace. TP-17 continues in 
port waiting for suitable targets. 

Minor activity continues in the GILBERTS. All islands 
there can be considered visited by the Japs and small garrisons 
have been placed on the principal atolls. Planes were reported 
over the ELLICE Islands. 

The Central Pacific Is generally quiet. Good progress 
is being made at PEARL in repair of damaged CVs and the SOUTH 
DAKOTA . 



The Army bombed KISKA again on the 27th and 28th » 
CTF-8 30030 summarizes known results. It seems confirmed 
that the Japs have abandoned ATTU and AGGATU. Withdrawal of 
some ships of TF-8 from the area may be possible soon. 

The Japs are suffering attrition losses of planes 
and ships In the SOLOMONS, They continue to land troops on 
GUADALCANAL. And they continue to bring in planes and ships 
to the general RAEAUL area. KAVIENG is becoming an important 
airplane center, \^ 
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September 30 » 



There were no important contacts In the South Pacific 
during the day. Com3opac plans to employ TF-17 to strike the 
shipping in the SHORTLANDS Area on October 5th (local). His 
011302 pink. 

Coraamphibiousf orsopac 301022 and 301030 gives the 
need of landing boats for his operations. At present there is 
such a shortage that further major operations can not be under- 
taken, 

Comsopac 010454 gives the dispostion of Acorns 3 and 
4. He outlines the needs of equipment and repair facilities to 
support his operations. 

The 8th Marines are now assembled at TUTUILA and are 
beincr trained in amphibious warfare. 

Admiral Nlmitz plans to arrive at NOUMEA tomorrow and 
at SUVA the day after. 

CTF-8 302335 amplifies the report of army bombing at 
KISKA. As an enemy plane dropped 1 - 100# bomb at ATKA yester- 
day it must be assumed that the FIREPLACE operations has been 
di scovered. 

The enemy has changed his communication systems com- 
pletely. Thus, for some time now we can expect very little 
information from radio intelligence. 

October 1. 

Comsopac 301300 and 011716 give operations in his area 
for the past three days. There were no unusual happenings re- 
corded. Other sources report that an enemy DD was hit by our 
bombs and damaged north of the NEW GEORGIA group and an enemy 
cruiser is aground on a reef in TON OLE I harbor. During the past 
weeks our aircraft and submarines have Inflicted quite satis- 
factory damage on enemy ships in the South and Southwest Pacific. 
During the day enemy fighters and bombers appeared over GUADAL- 
CANAL. Our fighters Intercepted but lost 6 VF to the enemy's 
4 Zeros. Comairsopac 020050 pink suggests that B-17s from 
GUADALCANAL bomb In the SOLOMONS when the HORNET group attacks 
the BUIN area and that MacArthur hit the RABAUL area. He also 
notes that B-I7s are not entirely suitable to give a CV fighter 
coverage. Comsopac concurs If the airfield at GUADALCANAL can 
take B-17s. 

Admiral Ghormley 010812 describes the use of NOUMEA 
as a carrier replacement harbor and gives needs. 
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October 1 (continued) 

KI3KA was again attacked by Army air yesterday. 
Results were not impressive and are shown in CTF-8 012100, 

General Marshall 00495T/30 directs amphibious training 
for army units be commenced in the Hawaiian area. 

The ZUIKAK& is probably now in Japan. Traffic analysis 
indicates that only three CVs are in the TRUK-RARaUL area. 
There are no indications as to when the enemy expects to launch 
a major attack on the Southern SOLOMONS. Change in all his 
call signs makes it impossible for R.I. to analyse current Jap 
move s . 

October 2 . 

Oomsopac 021436 gives operation summary for his area 
on the 1st. Nothing extraordinary happened. 

Gomairsopac 030244 pink gives his Dlan of cooperation 
with TF 17 for the 5th. 

CTF 62 022110 pink gives plans to attack Jap positions 
from seaward on the 5th. 

Cominch 022120 pink gives troops and planes agreed to 
for the FIREPLACE operations by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. No 
mention Is made of the ATKA garrison. 

CTF 8 022025 reports Army bombing of KISKA with minor 
results. He also reports that ADAK was bombed by an enemy plane. 
No damage resulted but the airfield project there was definitely 
discovered. 

No changes are noted In Jap deployment. 
Admiral Nimitz arrived at SUVA, 
October 5 . 

ComSo Pac 031356 gives operations In that area for the 
1st. The usual shipping was noted in the SH0RTLANDS AREA, 
FUNAFUTI was occupied as described in TF 62.6 - 040330. The 
planned landing of marines to the westward of the GUADALCANAL 
position was posponed at the request of CG 1st Marines. GREENWICH 
^ was observed by plane. Only one small non-combatant ship was 
seen in the lagoon and no air field was discovered. Thus the 
belief that this place is being used as a fleet anchorage or 
as a plane staging point is shown incorrect. 

CTF 8 - 032010 reports another Army bombing of KISKA on 
the 2nd. ^ 
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28 . aptecber 1942. 

1. The following estimate of location of Orange strength 
in the rocifio is submitted . Locations ere of 27 September 
1942. 

AlUflJT,lAfl| 

Six submarines. JfACHI and CruDlv 22 are in the northern 
area but probably not in vicinity of iileutians. About one 
DeeDlv is operating between Aleutians and inspire. Ittu has 
probably been abandoned. No definite estimate of troop strength 
is possible, but troop movement out of Kiska area is indicated. 
Mot more than twenty planes of all types. 

ami 

H1TAK* and HAYATAKA remain in the Empire. 

SOLQ^Oii:-. 

OruLiv 6, Deaiton } t part of I>es:voa 4, 2 minelayers, 11th 
Seaplane Tender Division, a considerable number of subchasers 
and ii*:ht craft. There are twelve submarines in the eighth 
fleet area. .asebo Landing ^oroe is in transports in the 
Short lands area. 

sa.v auia^A 

CruDiv IS end a few destroyers. Air strength about 50 
planes. Troop strength 5,000-t>,000, 

OTaKa arriving in this area. BHQKAKU and ZUBCAKU are 
probably to the south of Truk. One battleship indicated in 
New Britain area and two or posaibly three wore are at least 
as far south as Truk. GruDiv 4 is in the Truk Rabaul area. 
CruDiv 8 is unlocated but probably still in the southern area 
>*ith CarDlv One. OruLiv 16 is in the itebaul area. The air 
strength is estimated at 142 planes in the whole Uew firitain- 
'olomon area. Troop strength ^400- — -4,009-in Kew Britain. 

T IKL-IBS 
uiet . 

- .1 >. ... 

JRstifiiate air strength 130-140 planes. Three submarines 
in the area. 
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No change since last report. 
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i'lag Cine "o&bin&d 



Y A110 TO 



bat Ply 1 

HAOATQ 
iiUTSU 

YAMASUX&0 

Mr* 1 

KYUGA 

roso 

I£U~AI>IlI 



KOM 



Ei.-aniiiiiA 

KAHPHA 



GlnG Combined In Truk area. 
j -art of ::taff In SJKHDAI in 
Solomons. 

No recent information. Truk 
urea 9/16. 



No inform ti on. 
Indicated in ^abaul area by 
4. ooieitions. 
No information. 



No information. Indicated Truk 

area 9/16, 

No inforoation. 

No information. 

Sjaapire. 



Truk area - or south. 

No late info rraat ion. 

No late inforxoation. 

No late inforoation. Indicated 

Truk 9/19. 
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iy 1 



SSHOKALV Truk aroa. 

i UliUJCU ;.t l«aat as i er aoutii us Truk, 

-UIHO ijiroute Trui. to ^aplre. 

Cariilv 2 

KhYxTAi'Jk &&pire. 

Kiapire. 

*YUJO Probably sunk. 

KA UGa .VAiiU May be so*© ahip as OTAXA. 

OttUU Vicinity of iftvieng. 

HOSHO no information. 

YA.VATA xaHXS iiuy fca same ahip aa UNYOU. 

UNYOU :.nroute ilure to Truk via 

Ghlchijirsa and "aipan. 



10 











Cruilv U 

ATAOO 
TaXAO 
iUYA 

CruPlv 5 

HAOUKO 
KYOKO 

CruPlv 6 



KAKO 
Cruklv 7 

SU2UYA 

CruLiv 8 

W£ 

CiLlKUMA 
Grui>lv 9 
01 

GruPlv 10 

Crui.lv XI 

HP 

CruHv 16 



KINO 



:nulv 16 

TENt'cYO 



Truk area or soutfc. 
Truk - itubaul area. 
Probably arriving iiapire from Truk, 

^orca indication CruLiv 5 in Palau 
em. 

No information. 
No information. 



No information. 
No information. 
■ oloieons 
I oaaibly sunk. 



Probably damaged. 

No information. 

Under repairs In &aplr«« 



till in Truk area or «outh. 
Probably still in southern area, 



No information. 
No information. 



No late information* 



Hi information* „ jjj^^Jf ^ < ~^K. 



iimpire. 

Kabaul ar«a« 
Rabaul area. 

Involved in New Guinea campaign. 

Rabsul area* 

Habaul area. 

Flag of 4th fleet. 
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■J:vUI. L .H": (Continued) 
Hlvlsion 19 (nine layers) 



Truk area 9/19, no late information . 
TSUCA: U Truk *r»a 9/19, no late information. 

0XIN0''KI!4A Definitely sunk. 

GruDiv 22 

TAMa Northern area. 

KISO No late inforaatlon. Oninato area, 

9/19. 

telgneq OA 

.JGAiiii No inforaatlon. 

CBOKaI No recant information. < oloaona 9/16, 

HA Chi Nort'uern area. 



Unasalgned CL 



Indies area. 

YUHA No late inforaatlon. Truk area 9/19. 

jiATORl Truk area. 

KA3HX2 Hongkong. 
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Pea ion 1 

ABUKUKA 

DesDlY 6 

DeeDiv 21 
DeaDiv 24 
DesDiv 27 



Deacon 2 

DeaDiv 1$ 
LeaDiv 16 
DesDiv 18 
DesDiv - 



Pes Hon 3 

DesDiv 11 
DaaDiv 9 

DesDiv 20 

DesKon 4 
WkKA 
DesDiv 2 
DesDiv 4 
..es.iv 8 

DesDiv 9 

~esDiv 5 
Da s P !▼ 22 



DesDiv 34 




DaaDiv 23 
DeaDiv 29 
DesDiv 30 



^es.^on 10 
.esi iv 7 

i.esL'iv 10 
DeaDiv 17 



No late inforiaation. Northern area 9/15. 
sty be enroute }licpire to Truk. 
Northern area. 
New Britain area. 

YUUUaii in Truk area. SHIiiAT 5TJYU In Dalao, 
.■jilGUKA In Truk, ... dai^ed. 



Ha haul area. 

No information. 

No late information. 

One unit in nabaul area. 

2 units with CarDiv 2. One in Saipan 

area,: one northern area* 

Comdearon 3 in : oloaons. 

abort land - Oiao area. 

No late information. Probably Solomons. 

Short land s. 

No late information. 2 robably Solomons. 

Coodesron 4 in Shortlands area. 
No definite inforaation. 
?ruk area. 
I outh of Truk. 

One unit Truk. One Yokasuka. One un- 
looated. 

One unit I-enang. Two unlooated. 



/jEbon area, posaibly esoorting toward 
Truk. 

No late information. Probably East 
Indies. 

: oloaons. One unit .darshalls. 



No late information. 

Ho iriionsation. 

ftm unite enroute to >nke. 

2wo unite *it>w Ciuinea. 



In ..a'oaul area with otbka. 
Associated with CarDiv One. 
..abaul area. 
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UttA- I GIL b 



1 

31 



Deeply 

resiilv 13 

L*eaLiY 32 

Leei-lv - 



i^-i',.-^..^ (Continued) 



liorthern area* 
Truk ^one. 
Foriaoaa area* 
J aigou area* 

One unit Ueutian*, two unite 
Yokoeuka. 
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ubKoa 1 

:;ubi.iv 15 
3ubDiT 2 

lubi)iv 4 

Subrfon g 
lubLiv 7 

L-ubriv 8 

ub.AOB 3 
•ubDiv 11 

CubDi* 12 



ubKon 
ubllv 



.subLiv 30 
; ubi.iv 13 

mJL. 



ut^lv 21 
: ubLiv 26 
sub^iv 33 

ubDiv 3 
'ubJiv 14 



8th Fleet area 

Truk 

Jaluit 

..aigon 

Northern area 

ruoute 
Empire 
Unknown 
Total 



Two units Truk. One Saigon • 
Two units 8th fleet, two units 
Truk, one Jaluit. 
Unlocated. 



Two units 3th fleet, one unit 
- 1 eutians. 

One unit Jaluit. Two Empire* 

Two units 8th fleet area, three 
units Truk. 

One unit 8th fleet area, three 
units .'j/tpire. 



One unit 8th fleet, 2 units 

unplaced. 

Two units Jaigon 



Three units 8th fleet area. 



Two units Truk. 

Two units al eutians, one Lib p ire. 
Three units ,d eutians. 



Three units l^pire. 

One unit Jaluit, Two riapire. 

Three units enroute Saigon to Kure. 



12 
10 
3 

3 
6 

4 

13 
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ukoec mm 

CHITOHE 
OHIYODA 
FUJIKAWA &AKU 
OOSIIU ,VAflD 
'5 HTKO : /.uU 
KAWXKAWA MASU 
KAMITStt ..HU 

KANT"! * A'tU 
KA-TUJO :^i-:U 
KIYOKAWA HAitU 
LYONS '^HU 
NAGIfON IIAJOJ 
IukRVTO idAHU 
NIHON iUiiU 
NISIIUN ^.aU 
NlL r IHK 5AHU 
NOTO.iO 

OKITbU :^au 

SANUkI iwiHU 
SANYO :k*Jd\J 
it 5 SEIJU ;.,uiU 



TO] 



J0 



f <U 



^- » - • 

No late Information. Believed <abaul area. 

No late information. Believed New Britain area. 

'"hortlonds. 

Kmpire. 

No information. 
Knpire, 

No late information. 

''aipen area. 

No information. 

Truk area* 

No information. 

No inforaation. 

.-wr shall a. 

No late inf orsiation. 8th fl*et area 9/19» 
No information. 

No late info neat ion, Truk-Palau 9/17. 

8 olouons 

Rabaul area. 

.-aivieng area. 

New Britain. 

No information. 

iiabaul area, 

fa Truk area-* a^*. — 

No information. 

habaul. 

No information. 

No late information, oloisona 9/16* 
No definite Information. 
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AIR 

ARKA DISTRIBUTION OF JAPANESE AIR FORCE 

While very little information ia available, it is pos- 
sible to e.ake a fair guess from: the absence of Orange air 
activity that the Japanese do not have more than 25 planes 
in the Aleutians. The 5th nir Group atill appears at iliska. 
Attu Island, which with Klska waa rated as a seaplane base, 
now appears to have been abandoned. The land based VHB re- 
ported over *dak in august have not appeared sinoe. a lib- 
eral guess of Japanese air strength in this area by plane 
types ia: 

2 - Lawanishi 97 four engine flying boats. 
5 - Float type raoonnait.sanoe planes. 
10-15 - Float type 0VF. 
Total - 17-22 planes. 

UALid A^A 

There is not sufficient information available to estimate 
the Japanese air strength in this area. The 40th Air Group 
appears in this area and possibly also the 33rd > lr Group and 
35th Air tiro up, which are signer in ilalay or the Uuteh iLast 
Indies. There is some slight indication that these groups may 
also move east. No other info risat ion on this area is available. 

ECTCK 4A--T BBSM AREA 

No recent Information exists on th« 23rd nir Flot which 
has been in this area except that from association it nay 
operate in the Solomons. The coca^anfler of Takao Air Group 
was still at i.endari 9/24 with a detachment of the group at 
Truk 9/22. 3rd Air Group Jigs not been heard from since be- 
lieved enroute New Britain About 9/12. The first attacks on 
Urwin since ^ugust 30th (27V7 and 27 VJIB) took place September 
25th (2 planes) and ept ember 26th (3 VHB). The absenoe of 
Japanese air attacks in this area and the previously reported 
movement of planes to Hew Britain ceke it probable that the 
former strength of about 45 VF and 45 VliB has been greatly 
reduced, keconnaissance of Aoepung on September 23rd revealed 
2 VliB taid of Dilli on .eptembor 24th and 25th reveal ed 1 VF 
ttti 4 VF respectively. 
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New Guinea aust be considered *ith jh«w Britain because 
Japanese Vlili bombing . ort . oresby and other Allied baaes In 
this area aa a general rule operate from r.abaul airfields. 
Only MF and reconnaissance planes hnve been permanently 
based In Kew Guinea. The 25th . ir i'lot still appears to be 
in oofiiweinti of .New Guinea air operations, but the 21st At* Fiot 
may also be operating some planes there. There is no recent 
information on 4th, Tainan and Yokohama tir Groups of the 
25th Air division except that Yokohama seems to be arranging 
for flying boat replacements from the ^japire. The Japanese 
air strength in this area probably does not exceed: 

10 - Type usually based at Lae or Buna. 
10 - 12 - ceoonnnlsaanoe seaplanes. 
2 - £awanishl 97 flying, boats. 
27 - Mitsubishi types 96 , 97, or 1 VHJJ operating 
from aabaul. 

Total 49-51. 

fnroute: probably one full fighter group of 45 type 
0\'T le euroute £Jew Guinea to replaoe the 
heavy louses inflicted during ugust. 



Ken? Ireland is principally a supply, repair, end 
assembly base for planes coming from the ;japire or dauaged 
in operations. The 21st . ir Plot H. v . is presently at Kavieng, 
nnd that ^ir Plot la e::sooiated with both the oloxions and 
Kew Guinea. Tne 26th Air Plot still appears to be the ooa- 
minder ;f air operations in the olomons; while the 11th ea- 
platediv is a mosjb important seaplane coznio-md in that area. 
The 12th oa, Istediv lo «lao in the olomons. Tha ilth Air 
Fltiet Co:crcan^er appears to be in this area. The ooi.:ander 
auci fa ae-taehuant of 6th ir 3rou/ (probably Vi'j la in the 
olocion8 t wnile a. liitional planes of this Group ar6 being 
or are soon to be ferried froa iliaaretau to the south by the 
Yoao^awa -aru and tne ,-ulho. VLs 2nd ir r.roup unci Kanoya 
,<dr Group a .-, ear to be receiving Janets (probably VP) from 
Ltivao via the Otaka . toko ir Croup (VP) is at c hortieuds 
Island. lGBtii ir Group la at Kabaul. Other groups that 
may be in this area uave not been heard during the past week. 
The Japaneae air strength in New Ireland, exclusive of planes 
beinfe- a..;-.«a':bled, repaired .uiC forward ad to :*ew Britain end 
the . oloztone, by .i.ies ami type*- , robably coua not exo<?.<d: 

12-1?J - ea planes - reconnaissance and float type V?. 



X,r,^ - h. ■ 3-iITuIK - C 



2 - four eiigined VP. 
Total 1m- 20. 
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Japanese planes by number and types In I*ew Britain and 
the Solomons probably do not exceed: 

45 - land type 0VK. 

24 - float type 0VF. 

24 - Keconnai usance seaplanes. 

12 - Lawanishi 97 four engine VP, 

27 - Mitsubishi types 96, 97, or 1 VKB (exclusive 

of the 27 ViiI3 bssed at ijdbaul end used to 

boub Port Moresby}. 

Total - 132. 

.'jiroute: Probably 45 type $Y?, 

54 - iiitaubiahi type 1 VliB. 
a scattering of other types. 

The 24th Air Flot ami its Croups, 1st, 14th, «nd Chitose, 
were this week placed on the alert for a U. . offensive in 
this area. There is no specific recent inforjsation on these 
air oocucands, but they are shown still to be in the Marshall s, 
19th Air Group is still in the Marshall* and concerned with 
the Gilberts infiltrations. The total air strength in this 
area probably does not exceed: 

9-12 - Kawe.nl shi 97 four engine VP. 

13-24 - .ieoonnaiuaance seaplanes with soae 

possibly VF. 
54 - Mitsubishi types 96 and 1 VliB. 
50 - (ap rox.) type pVf aligned to defense of 
airfields. 

Total: 131-140. 
-uroute: 4 robably none. 



•i 
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al >-X. ■■- ..: ■ ■■ 

NOT?:: Air divisions are now teraed Air Flotillas. The 21st - 
26th Air .ivisions appear in this report aa the 21st - 26th M* 
Flota. The 11th and i2th .ir Diviaiona, because they are^sea- 
plane tender units, are called the 11th and 12th eapiatediVB. 

The number of planes shown in any pM| ia the largest 
number of planes known to have operated in that group at any 
tiae. 

11th -.ir flt-et - Cedr. la very active in th« olorons, par- 
ticularly in connection with Guadalcanal. 
Jwdr. rcay have been at Tenian 9/23. 

11th ::«aplatendiv - Iiaportar;t oofe. and in olocsons. H. .. appears 
" to be at r hortlande. 

12th ^aplatendiv - vlao ap ears to be in I olomons. 

21st Air ?lot - ii. . now at kavieng. Is receiving planes from 

; hiiii. ;:ines and s»y already have operated aome 
planes over Kew Guinea. A^eociated with both 
;*ew Guinea and olomons t 

Kanoya vir Croup <7VF, 36VHB Cmdr. at Kavieng 

and group receiving 
planes from Philip- 
pine a via Otaka. 

Toko Air Group 12 VT. flying Coa-dr. at Juortlands 

boats Is. Operating in 

:oloir.ona. 

22nd Air Flot - Ko recent information. 

Vihoro nir Group 27?HB l*o recent information 

on looation. aaoclated 
with iieawa Air oroup 
and any fumlah it with 
planes. 

Oenzan ;>ir Croup 27VKB Tokyo to ^ruk for 

delivery 9/23« 

23rd Air Flot - Froa. association is to operate in the olorcona. 
3rd Air Croup 45VF, 6V0 Ko recent information. 
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-■ "0 -;7iT - 

Takao Air Croup 45VILB 
24th Air ilot - .".arahalls. 



1st Air Group 
14th Air ("roup 

Chitose Air Group 



12Vr flying 
boats; y\ T 3 
transports. 

27VKB 



Coadr. At Kendari 9/25- 
rvetaohaent et Trufc 9/22, 



■till in ;<arahalla. 
mil in J'arshalls. 

'till in Marahalle. 



25th Air Flot - Continues to be actively associated with ?iew 

Guinea and. buses and co^ands there. 



4tu Air Group 

Tainan Air Group 
Yokohama Air Group 



27™ 



45VK, 6V0 



Traffic routed by Tokyo 
to Truk for delivery 9/23 . 
Unit probably south of 
Truk near habaul. 



12Vi J flying arranging for V? to be 
boats , 6 float flown from Empire. 

type VJ? 

26th Air Flot - Remains very active in ^olomons and in ooauaand of 

air operations tnere* 



6th Air Group 



Miaawa Air Group 

Kisuretau Air Group 
2nd Air Group 

5th Air Group 
17th Air Group 



VT and Vb Coadr. and detachment in 

New Britain or oloirxme. 

Other planes of the group 
about to leave Kisnateu, 
probably on ^uiho. 

27VIIB ' outh of Truk* May receive 

relnforoearents troxx. Bihoro 
nir Group. 

27VHB No reoent Information. 

VF /losociated with Kanoya 

Air Group and Ctaka, and 
May also be receiving 
planes frora that vessel. 

' ea planes Still at Kiaka. 

Seaplanes ho recent inf or&ation. 
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19th .*ir Group 



"eaplnnes 



Marshal la - Active in 
Gilberts Infiltration. 



21at Air Group 
33rd Air Group 

35th Ail Group 

40th iff Group 

108th Air Group 
252nd Air Group 

aeki Air Group 

r:aoebo Air Group 

Shinohuohu Air Group 

Guzuka Air Group 
Yokoauka Air Croup 



eapl ansa? 



? 



:,oaplanes (?) 

I 



Training Unit 
or VIIB 



13 ea^ianes 



At Truk. .active with 
ferrying of planes to 
Jiabaul area. 

Indicating possible 
shift to Rabaul. Hot clear 
whether this unit in 
SBplre, lialay, or LEI. 

.robably in kalay or 
DBZ. Possible that shift 
to aabaul is scheduled. 

In lAalay. Possible that 
shift to Habaul is 
scheduled . 

jiabaul • 

Appeared for first time, 
on 9/27 at Kisaratsu Air 
Station. 

In .aapire probably supply- 
ing local air cover for 
southbound convoys. 

Detachment may have icoved 
stuth and appears in 
a«:ooi&tion with Habaul and 
Ghort lands. 

Tokyo has routed traffio 
to both Truk and Takao for 
delivery. 

No recent information. 

Hay be aboard Chltose in 
vicinity of .hortlands. 
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r:0 .: T - JAPANESE Altt PLANS LOSGO0I 

(opt. 19-20th inol.) 



;OL01£0Nt3 - Destroyed - Float Type VF - 7 (also 3 probable. 

iiecco. Floatplane s - 4* 
Da&aged - Keeoo. Floatplanes -3. 

HEW GUINEA - Destroyed - Land type VF - X, 

TlliOh - Destroyed - Land type VF - 2 (probable). 

ALiLUTlAN3 - Destroyed - Float Type VF - 7« 

Total - Destroyed - Float Type VF - JA (3 probable) 

Land type VF - 1 (2 probable) 
Reooo. Floatplanes - k* 

Damaged - Keooo. Floatplanes - 3* 
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COitfiAT IHTiiLLIGLNCL 

;>uci^:f— NDXtttHH naval ^i. t^icv 

Attu and hiska. ;<adio traffic m u indicated thet some- 
thing abnormal is in progress here, ma it has beer* interpreted 
to be that tii© enemy forces ere withdrawing. Aerial visual 
reoonnaissanoe of Attu by Task Force ;ight revealed no signs 
of enemy and all works abandoned, traffic has oonneoted the 
iialzuru No. 3 ^peoial landing Faroe, which wee part of the 
occupation force, with the <abaul area. - res. are in the 
■olo&ons and the Isolated position of the Attu - Liske forces 
nay account lor this withdrawal. 



D 



O 



Ls.lt:; - 

Islands occupied by the No. 2 Combined Landing Foroe, the 
Yokosuka No. 3 peolal Landing- Force and Yokosuka Ho. 6 special 
Landing Force, plus additional antiaircraft troops, guard units, 
etc. 

Beru - raided on 26th and probably occupied. 
Ualna - Occupied. 
Tarawa - Occupied. 

BRITAIN - 

rfadio traff ic indicates a steady influx of re inforoaaenta 
for the :>olomons area. Info scat ion is insuf I ioient to joake a 
new estimate to replace last week*s figure of troop strength, 
but it is probable that core troops have arrived there. 



The following units are at, or ar© oonneoted with, tabaul: 

17th .irtcy division (part here, part at buna and part in 
Guadalcanal) • 

i-'avao 1st Landing • orco (nrmy) is sending amphibious troops 
to Aabaul. 

8Ui Ease Force is suiin identified Laval garrison of tabaul 
and adjnoent areas. 

Rabaul 30,000 to 35,000 

1 ondo-l;la&oao 
Gasoata- Mllaumea 

I eninsula - -- -- -- -- -- -- - 3,000 (old eatitaate) 
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COMBAT INTELLIGENCE 

trxjiirmrm kaval tasrsmt 

x 3una-Gune-hokoda-..fogi arott - Occupied by asebo No. 5 

r, Speoial Landing Foroe, Yokoeuka :-'o. 5 pecial i ending Force, 
and units of the 17th &Mp ; ivision (cavalry and probably 
infantry ) - Total troops ------ — - 5,000 to 6,000. 

Lae-warkhuiE Valley area - - 2,000 to 3,000. 

;alaaiOua - busaa uiver area ----- 2,000. 

ttubo (cavalry patrols) ------- 900. 

line bay - -- -- -- -- -- -- - jiamnants of Kure i«o. 3 

pticial sanding Force. 



This area la under the 6th Base Force. 

Kavieng - - 800. 

Kewalndor of island and nearby island e are guarded by 
patrols and snail detachments therefrom. 

ii - 

HelnforoeBients are bound for tale area. The xaain units 
headed there are the .-.iaizuru No. U /pedal Landing Force 
(probably destined to go there) and the asebo ho* 6 Landing 
Force, which is in transports in the I hortlands area. 

Bougainville - - 1,600. 

Buin-Faisi — 200. 

Gizo Island 300. 

Guadalcanal 

(Talvu !oint) l,i»00. 

(Cape -.eperonoe) - -- -- -- -- - 1,200 

Traffic has indicate*, considerable activity at Kaiainbo Bay 
(not shown on H.0. Chart Cotisac. No. 16«9, but it is a bay fce- 
* tween aul hoals and Fish uef and is about 3 miles west of 
Cape Asperanoe). This bay is the main landing place for rein- 
forcements and supplies for the Cape sperance Force. At present 
this force is re^ueutiug supplies of food as their staples are 
sufficient for five days. 

The Taivu 1'olnt Force apparently consists of Navy troops 
under the corar-and of lieutenant Kawaguohi. 10GS 



I / COKBAT IMTSLLIUENCiJ 

■W.&Z - FOUSTiBNTK NAVAL DISTBICT 

mam (contd) - 

The Cape -.spcranee Foroe is «aae up of Navy troops, or.© 
battalion (Aoba 'Jnitj of and a pionyer unit. Lieut ttiant 

Nawaiaoto is in entree of tne navy there. 

:,alaita - isail detachment total ------ 100 

■ ;anta Isabel 

(riufu i'oint) - «- ---- - X50 

(Vikanara "olnt) - -- -- -- -- - iqq 

( HeJcata Lay) - - - __ - - - iqq 

Total Troops i& t 8$Q to 55,050 

LOCATION Of :,i-i.CIFK; 

Naval rjpeoial Landing Forces (sach about 1200 MM } 

#2 Combined Gilberts. 

Kurs No. 3 - - - - Parte at Guadalcanal and 

1 ilne Bay. 

'Mire No. 5 - — - -- -- — _ Guadalcanal 

Vaizuru No. 1. No inforaation. 

'."aizura No. 2 Ho inf creation. 

Kaizuru No. 3 - - - - -- -- -- uc at i lska now saay be 

bound for .a haul, 
ilaiaiuru No. 4 iny be bound for Guadal- 
canal. 

aaebo No. 1 No information. 

asebo No. 2 — - - — - - No information. 

aaebo No. 3 ------ — ;.o information. 

aaebo No. 5 -A* Buna. 

asebo No. 6 i n transports in hort- 

lancs area. 

Sasebo i» a 8 — - — - -- -- :. iQ y oe j n hanghai. 

Yokosuka Ko. 3 Gilberts area. 

Yokosuka No. k - In Xaka (Formosa) on 23rd. 

Yokosuka No. 5 - Buna. 

Yokoauka No, 6 --------- Gilberts. 

**** "NITS 

16th Livision -fio new information but was 

conne cted with /jshon and 
Pal au . 

17th Tiviaion Part a at - Guadalcanal-Buna - 

l>ubo- tabeul. 

lavao pfeclal Landing ?oi oe - - - aiding amphibious troops to 

Ha haul. 
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ESTIMATE OF ENEMY CAPABILITIES 
October 1, 1942. 



1 . Preliminary . 

Much of the Estimate of Enemy Capabilities for the 
month of August continues to remain valid and la not repeated. 

2 . Brief of Events during September. 1942. 
SOUTH PACIFIC . 

The SARATOGA was torpedoed on August 30 and proceeded 
to PEARL for repair. On September 5 the SOUTH DAKOTA hit a 
pinnacle rock at BLEACHER and also came to PEARL for repair. 
On the 16th the WASP was hit and sunk by Submarine torpedoes 
and the NORTH CAROLINA received one torpedo hit and proceeded 
to PEARL for repair. 

In the Southern SOLOMONS our position has been 
strengthened by landing the 7th Marines on GUADALCANAL. Plane 
strength there is now nearly at a satisfactory level. The 
maintenance of logistic supply to the TULAGI area continued 
to be difficult. On September 29th the ALHENA was torpedoed 
leaving GUADALCANAL. We have been unable to prevent the Japs 
from bombarding our positions and from landing troops on either 
flank of the Marine GUADALCANAL position. Jap bombing of the 
position has been almost completely prevented. 

The enemy mopped up the GILBERTS Islands and landed 
small garrisons on the main islands. 

On September 13th enemy major forces made their only 
appearance in reach of our search to the east and north of the 
SOLOMONS. The enemy turned back before our land -based air 
could attack with satisfactory results and before our striking 
forces could reach them. 

Large enemy reinforcements to the RABAUL area con- 
tinued throughout the month. Except in #Eff GUINEA and the 
landings on GUADALCANAL, they remain in the general RABAUL area. 
Indications continued that they were assembling forces for an 
all out effort in the South Pacific. 

During the month it has become almost certain that 
RYUJO was sunk on August 24th. On September 28th one of our 
submarines probably badly damaged one carrier. Planes have re- 
ported hitting cruisers, destroyers, and auxiliaries but the 
amount of damage done is uncertain. 

107! 
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The enemy used the FAISI-BUIN area as an assembly 
point for cruisers, destroyers, transports and other auxil- 
iaries. This area was the jump off point for troop carrying 
destroyers bound for GUADALCANAL. Airfields at KAVIENG, BUKA, 
and KIETA were being improved. 

The Japs advanced over the OWEN STANLEY mountain 
range in Eastern NEW GUINEA to within about 15 miles of the 
PORT MORESBY airfields. At that point allied resistance 
stiffened, and by the end of the month the enemy was retreat- 
ing. At MILNE BAY the enemy landed in some force but were 
unable to capture the airfield, and later withdrew. 

CENTRAL PACIFIC. 

The area was generally quiet during the month. Good 
progress was made in strengthening defenses at MIDWAY. Those 
defenses will serve as a model for JOHNSTON, PALMYRA and CANTON. 

Our submarines have been very successful in destroy- 
ing enemy shipping but the numbers on patrol in enemy home 
waters continues small. 

NORTH PACIFIC. 

The airfield on ADAK was first used on the 11th, and 
the first phase of the FIREPLACE operation was completed on 
September 20th. The Army has placed a garrison on ST. PAUL 
Island and plans to garrison TANAGA Island. Each time weather 
has permitted, KISKA has been successfully bombed and strafed 
from the new field at ADAK. The Japs have evacuated ATTU and 
AGGATU. 

3. The Situation. 

(a) Enemy. For the past six or seven weeks the Japs 
have been assembling planes, troops and ships in the general 
RABAUL area. There are no Indications whatever of a move in 
any other direction. 

While the Japs may wish to start such an effort In 
the near future, there is evidence that they are having their 
troubles. Our plane3 and submarines are taking increasing 
toll of their forces. On GUADALCANAL our Marines invariably 
have thrown back attackers with heavy enemy losses. The Japs 
may have lost the services of 3 CV, 1 BB, several cruisers, 
destroyers and auxiliaries during the month. Their aircraft 
losses have been heavy in August and September. All this has 
definitely slowed up their preparations. 
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An estimate of Japanese strength in the Pacific as 
of September 28, 1%2 is appended. 

The enemy is copying our communication methods with 
good success. As a result, we continue to be unable to read 
his Liail to any great extent. 

(b) Own . We retain TF-1 at PEARL for the purpose of 
breaking up any enemy landing in the HAWAIIAN SEA FRONTIER. 
As of October 1st the ENTERPRISE, SARATOGA, SOUTH DAKOTA, and 
NORTH CAROLINA are under repair at PEARL. With them are cruiser 
and destroyer escorts. The ENTERPRISE group can reach the 
SOLOMONS area by about the middle of October. In the South 
Pacific TF-17 waits in port for a suitable target. 

While we think that our OAHU-MIDWAY line is vulner- 
able to raids, there seems little probability of a major land- 
ing. The battleships at PEARL probably could prevent a land- 
ing In the area. This situation will improve when more air 
striking forces, properly trained and indoctrinated, are 
stationed in the Hawaiian Islands, 

The situation in the ALEUTIANS is obscure. It has 
always been hard to understand how Japan could profit much in 
the occupation of KISKA and ATTXJ. Complete evacuation there 
would be no surprise. Meanwhile TF-8 will continue to cover 
Army seaborne movements while remaining ready to strike any 
enemy within reach. 

While the situation in the South Pacific has im- 
proved considerably in the past month, it is far from satis- 
factory. We are strengthening our positions in the Southern 
SOLOMONS but the logistic and personnel replacement programs 
remain to be put on a satisfactory basis. It is hoped that 
the Army 43rd Division can relieve the Marines in the TULAGI 
area soon, but probably not during October. No additional 
marines will arrive in the area until after the end of the 
month. The harbors at NOUMEA and ESPIRITU SANTO are overcrowded 
and unloading facilities are most primitive. Measures to im- 
prove this condition will hardly be effective in October, Un- 
loading facilities in the TULAGI area are meagre, and to date 
we have been unable to provide adequate protection for our AKs 
during the unloading period. There are no planes in sight to 
take care of combat and operational losses in the area beyond 
about October 30th. The airfield at GUADALCANAL with necessary 
facilities such as underground gas storage, dispersal areas, 
repair facilities, etc., will not be complete during October. 
It is, however, now in good use. 
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Our submarine offensive against the Jap trade in 
her own waters continues at a low ebb because of the shortage 
of Pacific Fleet Submarines, which is aggravated by necessary- 
diversions of boats to ALASKA and the MANDATES. In October 
we hope to commence laying mines In focal points of Jap trade. 

4 , Threats to Japan, 

The UNITED STATES continues to be the only real 
threat to Japan. The start of our offensive in the South 
Pacific evidently has caused serious repercussions, and prob- 
ably cuased the enemy to abandon plans In any other theatre 
until that threat Is removed, There is good reason to believe 
that our own offensive nipped in the bud the Jap plan to cut 
our lines of communications to AUSTRALIA. As our greatest 
threat to Japanese Interests now is via the South Pacific, it 
seems most unlikely that they will move toward INDIA or SIBERIA 
or toward any other place in the Pacific until their South 
Pacific flank is secured, 

HAWAII is always a threat to Japan in that it is an 
advanced base for supplies and operations. They will always 
desire to damage our MIDWAY- OAHU- SAMOA line in order to decrease 
our overall Pacific capabilities. 

It does not seem probable that Japan takes the 
threat from the UNITED STATES via the ALEUTIANS very seriously. 

Whether Japn. knows it or not, they need have no fear 
from AUSTRALIA at the moment. The Australians do not even 
feel sure of being able to hold NEW GUINEA now. However, Japan 
knows that eventually large forces can get underway from AUS- 
TRALIA and threaten seriously all of their gains inside the 
MALAY BARRIER. 

GREAT BRITAIN, at present, is unable to threaten 
Japan's Indian Ocean Front. That front only can become danger- 
ous when GREAT BRITAIN Is free of her commitments in EUROPE and 
the Near East. 

Today RUSSIA is entirely too occupied with GERMANY 
to permit her to open the SIBERIAN front. But should the GERMAN 
situation change radically in favor of the RUSSIANS, there would 
be a chance of a threat by opening SIBERIAN air bases to the 
Allies. It is significant that RUSSIA has opened a radio chan- 
nel with us and has finally begun an exchange of Information. 

Because of the many uncertainties throughout the 
world today it is hard to speculate very far into the future. 
Suffice to say that for October Japan considers our activities 
in the SOLOMONS her major threat while still remaining very 
sensitive to possible moves for bombing the Empire. 107 4 
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5. Broad Courses of Action. 

There is overwhelming evidence that the enemy's in- 
tention is to try to cut us off from AUSTRALIA and then capture 
or neutralize that continent. 

Other broad courses of action within enemy capabili- 
ties remain the same as for September, and include: 

(a) An attempt to capture MIDWAY. * 

(b) An extension in the ALEUTIANS, 

(c) An attack on Western AUSTRALIA / 

(d) Raids on our positions from MIDWAY to NOUMEA / 

(e) An offensive toward INDIA, 
(f j An attack on RUSSIA. 

6 . Most Probable Enemy Intention. 

The enemy's most probable next moves are the recapture 
of the Southern SOLOMONS, and the extension of control in NEW 
GUINEA . 

It now seems that the effort in the SOLOMONS and in 
NEW GUINEA will be In the nature of a gradual Infiltration 
followed by a major assault. Whether the final effort in the 
SOLOMONS will be concurrent with that in NEW GUINEA is not 
known. 

Before any grand assault we can expect the following 
to continue : 

(a) Submarine reconnaissance in the SOLOMONS AREA 

and along our lines of communications to the South. 

While the submarines may now have the primary duty of 
reconnaissance, it has been shown that they can and will attack 
important targets. During October the enemy is estimated to be 
capable of maintaining no less than twenty submarines in the 
area for this purpose. It Is Indicated a total of 32 submarines 
could be made available for this duty. 

(b) Air attacks on our positions and shipping using: 
shore based air. 

Our recent successes in repelling bombing attacks on 
GUADALCANAL has reduced the enemy capacity to continue this 
form of attack, but has not eliminated the danger. 
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As of October 1st the following shore based air is 
indicated as in or enroute to the NEW BRITAIN -SOLOMONS area 
and could be made available for this duty: 

108 - VHB 
90 - VP 

To these it is possible to add, from the MARSHALLS and GILBERTS, 
about :- 

54 - VHB 
50 - VP 

It Is difficult to estimate the ability of the enemy 
to maintain such levels in the area as that ability depends on 
rate of losses and other circumstances. If losses are exessive 
they would have great difficulty. 

(c ) Occasionally shell our shore positions in the 
SOLOMONS . 

This has been possible in the past and will undoubt- 
edly continue. The shelling usually takes place at night and 
may be incidental to landing of small numbers of infiltration 
troops . 

As many as 16 cruisers could be made available for 
this duty but only If the usual striking force escort were to 
be employed. The same situation applies to eighteen Desdlvs 
estimated in the TRUK-RABAUL area on October 1st. While no 
such numbers are believed possible, the main thing is that 
there are ample cruisers and destroyers for this job. Sub- 
marines may be employed likewise also. 

If we are able to cause sufficient losses to the 
enemy cruisers and destroyers at their jump off points, and 
enroute, it seems probable that operations of this type will 
cease to be profitable. 

(d) Attacks in the general area from ESPIRITU SANTO, 
north, on our transports, freighters and escorts, 
both day and nio-ht;. especially while unloading:, 
or at anchor. 

These attacks are always to be expected from sub- 
marines. It is quite possible that the enemy will employ 
cruisers, destroyers, and motor torpedo boats, If he thinks 
circumstances warrant. Should he detect a large enough target 
within reach of a CV or BB striking force he may attempt a 
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raid. However, it does not seem likely that he will risk any 
major striking force within reach of our effective shore based 
air. The most likely attempt would be to make a high speed 
attack with cruisers or destroyers based on advance information 
of our movements. 

During the all out attack we should expect carrier 
raids on our advance positions such as ESPIRITU SANTO and ROSES 
to break up our line of supply. The all out attack most prob- 
ably would include a determined effort to neutralize the 
GUADALCANAL airfield. 

As matters now stand, it does not seem necessary for 
ORANGE to employ carriers to cover the landing of troops on 
the east coast of NEW GUINEA . The Japs have the capacity to 
make a large landing on eastern NEW GUINEA, and at the same 
time make an assault on the Southern SOLOMONS, If they con- 
tinue to land sizeable forces at night on GUADALCANAL they will 
build up a force which can assist in an assault by attacking 
on all sides of our position there at the same time. If this 
were a night attack they would hardly emoloy carriers to cover 
the landing at GUADALCANAL. 

When and if an all out attack occurs It seems most 
probable that:- 

(1) The landing will be at night, the transports, 
barges, etc., escorted by cruisers and destroyers. 

(2) CV striking forces covered by BB groups and 
preceded by submarine scouts will attack our air- 
fields, shipping»and installations at BUTTON and 
possibly ROSES. 

(3) SANTA CRUZ Islands will be occupied if we 
are not already there, - in which case the enemy 
would be expected to attack that position. 

There are many varieties of such an operation and 
It would only be a guess to set down details. 

7. In spite of the fact that enemy intentions appear 
clear it is desirable to list other operations within the 
capacity of the enemy during October. 

Our estimate of enemy locations shows that it is 
possible to concentrate sizeable forces almost any place in 
the Pacific Ocean Areas during October. We know that the 
great part of his Navy is serviceable and that logistic and 
other considerations make it possible for him to do much harm 
in widely separated places. While the following are not con- 
sidered probable they are discussed briefly. 



(a) A raid on PEARL HARBOR. 

At the moment fine targets are presented at PEARL. 
Our defenses have improved but there Is no assurance that a 
well timed raid could not get in. We might well suppose that 
the cost to the enemy would not be acceptable. On the other 
hand, if he could hit our ships in dry dock and our tank farms 
he might be willing to accept anything our Army air could give 
him. We have not, on October 1st, a force adequate to repel a 
strong carrier raid. Nor will we be able to meet 4 enemy CV 
groups in the HAWAIIAN area on equal terms during the month. 

But to make such a raid the Japs would have to give 
up or postpone any powerful attack in the SOLOMONS. They could 
do this; and because of the RI situation we would hardly find 
out what was up until too late. 

Although this is again stated as not probable, the 
mere possibility Indicates stiffening the search and alertness 
conditions .at least until the enemv further commits himself. 
It must be remembered that major forces have not been located 
for some time. 

(b) A raid on MIDWAY or JOHNSTON . 

Such an operation would be in the nature of a 
diversion, but unless made In strength which he can hardly 
afford at this time, there would be little profit in the ad- 
venture . 

(c } At attempt to capture MIDWAY. 

This has been a Jap objective and still must 
figure in their plans. While he must know that we have im- 
proved our defenses there, he may think that his moves in the 
South Pacific have diverted sufficient forces to permit success 
on the second attempt. 

(d) Light raids on our staging points south of OAHU. 

These are always within enemy capabilities. In 
fact they are easily possible as a diversion now. 
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October 3rd Cont'd. 



The central pacific was quiet. The BBs of TP 1 are 
at aea off OAHU for training and will return to PEARL tomorrow. 

No changes of enemy deployments were noted. y^' 
October 4th . 

So far as is known TP 17 did not attack shioning in the 
BUIN area today as planned. Bad weather may je the reason. The 
COPAHEE will fly in reinforcements of VPs to GUADALCANAL during 
the coming week. The enemy continues to land reinforcements at 
GUADALCANAL during the night from destroyers. It is not known 
here why our surface forces have been unable to break this up. 

In his 2 part 050211 General Mac Arthur explains his 
need for a minimum of 30 fleet submarines in his area. These 
cannot be supplied by Cincpac without severe reduction of patrols 
off JAPAN. 

The occupation of the PRIBILOFS was completed. Midget 
subs on a marine railway were seen at KISKA, 

As the old BBs of TP 1 urgently require modernization, 
Cincpac will recommend a program to start In the near future. 
Among other things, the removal of the 5"/51 battery, conning 
tower, and boat cranes is to be accomplished. 



There are no changes noted in enemy deployments. 
October 5th. 



Admiral Nimitz returned from his inspection trip in the 
South Pacific. In general he feels that the situation is favorable. 
He desires continual pressure on the Japs to prevent them from 
thinking of adventures in other areas and to prevent them from 
getting set to re-capture the Southern SOLOMONS. There are quite 
a few rough spots in the South Pacific set up. The expeditious 
handlying of supolies is the greatest need at the present. 
Communications are poor, - the Japs have not yet been prevented 
from landing troops on GUADALCANAL. This later fault may be 
corrected by Admiral Scott when he arrives In the area (see 
Corasopac 051202 pink for operations of CTP 64) 

No word has been received regarding the planned attack 
on the shipping In the BUIN-FAISI area by TP 17. The weather may 
have prevented air operations. Reports of that area indicate that 
all ships left the area yesterday but returned in greater numbers 
to-day. 



Com Gen 1st Marines 032201 gives a summary of his 
activities on the 3rd. 
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October 5th (Cont 1 t ) 



It seems probable that our occupation of FUNAFUTI has 
been discovered by the enemy as one of his 4 engine patrol 
planes was sighted from there. 

CTF-8 052030 gives the results of an Army bombing of 
KISKA on the 3rd. In the ALEUTIANS the CALDWELL was damaged In 
a collision with the SPICA and will have to be docked. 

There is no new of Jap deployments. «rt>"" 
October 6th. 

At his regular morning conference, which was attended 
by General Emmons and Vice Admirals Halsey , Leary and Calhoun, 
Admiral Nimltz recounted his visit to the South Pacific In con- 
siderable detail. The Jist of the remarks was to the effect 
that the general situation is not bad and the many difficulties 
are being overcome gradually. 

n sh»f 1s YVt>i*i f-e^ir io*£c 

Comsopac 070306 pink -requests one army regiment, for 
use at GUADALCANAL. He also expresses his desire to increase 
the army garrison at ESPIRITU SANTO to strength of one infantry 
regiment. 

Comlnch 062000 questions the employment of VF at 
CHRISTMAS, TONGATABU and CANTON. Cincpac believes that plenty 
of VFs should be in advanced areas . 

Comsopac 051226 gives the summary for the 4th and 
CTF-17 062114 gives results of the bombing of the BUIN area. 
At that place results were modest, probably because of adverse 
weather . 

Task Force 17 has been ordered by Comsopac to operate 
generally between NEW ZEALAND and AUSTRALIA. Thus that force 
is a running 3ub target and is too far south to be used offen- 
sively. The Cincpac would be pleased to see that force at 
anchor in ESPIRITU SANTO until needed for further offensive 
operations . 

Task Force 64 has been ordered by Comsopac to operate 
to the south and east of GUADALCANAL. Ag it has the job of 
breaking up the enemy landings at GUADALCANAL, it looks like 
It is poorly placed. A better initial position would be gen- 
erally to the westward of GUADALCAN^i L . 

The ALHENA arrived at ESPIRITU SANTO where *n examin- 
ation of her damage is being made. This again demonstrates 
the need of salvage vessels in the active areas. 



CTF-8 reports an unsuccessful attack on a freighter 
north of KISKA by three B-24s. 
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October 6th (Cont'd) 

Continued lack of information regarding enemy moves 
because of call sign changes make 3 it difficult to make good 
predictions regarding the timing of enemy moves. However, 
there Is nothing to indicate that he has abandoned the idea 
of recapturing the Southern SOLOMONS as soon as possible. 

w 

October 7 . 

The day was generally quiet. In the South Pacific 
the usual movement* of cruisers and destroyers were sighted by 
our search planes In the Central and North SOLOMONS Area. 
Admiral Ghormley's 061410 summarizes the 5th and 6th of October. 

The query concerning the use a of fighters in rear 
positions which was made by Cominch is partially answered by 
Comsopac 081229 pink and Cincpac 080333 pink. 

CTF-17 does not believe his ships were sighted on his 
recent trip to bomb the BUIN area. 

An examination of the ALHENA shows that she will re- 
quire docking. 

TF-8 072025 gives the results of bombing KISKA on the 
6th. Results were minor. 

Call sign recoveries still do not permit traffic 
analysis. This condition may improve during the next month. 
As long as this condition continues we will not expect much 
from RI. u 
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October 8. 

Comsopac 081326 gives the summary in his area for 
the 7th. The daily arrival of troop carrying destroyers at 
GUADALCANAL continues in spite of our air attacks. During 
the afternoon of the 7th one CA was reported hit by one 
bomb and one torpedo. The repeated movement of enemy light 
vessels into range of our shore based air despite recent 
damage is an indication of the determination of the enemy 
to land troops and supplies on GUADALCANAL. Large numbers 
of cruisers, destroyers, and auxiliaries in the SHORTLANDS 
area show that place as the advanced jump off point. TF-64 
is not yet in position to intercept these approaching ships. 

Rear Admiral Turner will command an expedition to 
land an Army regiment at GUADALCANAL and is scheduled to 
arrive there the 13th. TF-61, 63 and 64 will cover the move. 
On the 15th the VIREO, JAMESTOWN, a MTB division will arrive 
and be stationed in the TULAGI area. 

TP-1 continues at PEARL, conducting training off 
OAHU and prepared to repel landings in the HAWAIIAN area. 
TF-16 is preparing to sail for the South Pacific on about 
the 16th. 

TF-3 is quiet. It has been suggested to Cominch 
that the LOUISVILLE of that force be sent to the Southwest 
Pacific to replace the CHICAGO. 

Traffic analysis of the enemy is still not possible. 
However, sightings in the NEW BRITAIN - SOLOMONS Area shows 
the presence of a good number of cruisers, destroyers, trans- 
ports, freighters and miscellaneous smaller types. The major 
units are not located by any means, but 4 BB and 3 CVs with 
screening vessels are believed in the TRUK - RABAUL general 
area . 

October 9 

Comsopac 07JL246 gives a summary of operations. These 
are now two days late, but intercepts here keep us well informed, 
The pressure by air attacks on the enemy shiouing in the central 
SOLOMONS continues with gratifying results. However, the in- 
ability of our surface groups to intercept the enemy approach- 
ing GUADALCANAL is disappointing. It is hoped that MTBs arriv- 
ing in the area the 12th or 13th will be able to get in some 
attacks. 

The CHICAGO will be replaced by a CA from the Pacific 

Fleet. 

The Commandant, Marine Corns, will send 20 officers 
and 1000 recruits monthly to SAT 10 A to provide replacements in 
the South Pacific. 
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FLAGSHIl' OF. THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 
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October 10, 1942 



MHIORAHDUM FOR WAH PLAITS : 

Subject: Suggested Changes in Air Strength — Alaska. 

1. The Army ( ELEVEI JTH Air Force) now have in 

Alaska : 

146 Fighters 
50 Medium bombers (including 22 attached from 

R.C.A.F. ) 

26 H eavy bombers 
224 Total 

As components of the SUSffSffiS! Air Force these aircraft are not 
within the jurisdiction of CinCPao. Aside from this fact, however, 
the present strength can certainly not be colled a generous pro- 
vision to resist sudden attaok or to maintain present scale of 
effort against the enemy. 

2. The area of Alaska is provided with a fairly adequate 
airways system permitting the ready transfer of all types of air- 
craft throughout the area. This has the effect of reduoing the 
over-all total required to maintain an adequate defense, unless 

and until some important change occurs in the strategic 3i tuation,-^-*^ 
it is recommended that the present Array air strength be maintained. 

3. The Navy now has in Alaska a total of 

12 F4F-4 Fighters (ex-COPAHEE) 

35 PBY-5 and PBY-5A Patrol Planes (PatWlng 4) 

These latter comprise 4 squadrons of which it is the indicated 
intention of ComPatWing fOOTE. to return one squadron to the West 
Coast during the bad winter weather period beginning about 
1 November. 

4. Again considering the importance of the area, 
it is considered decidedly unwise to reduce the patrol plane 
strength available there. In the event of a threatf£om 
westward the Defense Forces would undoubtedly rely"" completely 
on Navy VP planes for search operations. Dependence could not 
be properly placed on aircraft of this type, if available, being 
flown up from the West Coast after the threat had developed. 
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Cincpac File No. UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 

Subject: Suggested Changes in Air Strength — Alaska, 



5. On the other hand, the basing of carrier type 

fighters in the Alaskan Area is not justified except to neet 
aome immediate urgency. That situation has long since ceased 
to exist and the Navy fighters should accordingly be returned 
to their normal employment in the carrier force at the earliest 
possible date. 



R. A. 0F3TTE 








1084 



PROPO.SBD REDUCTION OF NORTHERN FORGE 



a- 



October 11, 1942. 




1. The Northern Force, Task Foroe EIGHT, was formed by ' 
direction of Comlnoh to oppose an expected enemy major attack 
against Dutch Harbor and possibly Alaska. The composition and 
force commander are as assigned by Cincpao who was governed 
largely by the restriction of employing forces which had not 
been sent to the Coral Sea, 

2. Though the enemy oocupied three Western Aleutians, no 
major enemy threat developed. In fact he soon reduced his sur- 
face forces to a very weak nucleus and has never been able to 
maintain aircraft of suitable types and numbers to constitute 
much of a threat. He has now abandoned ATTTJ and AGATTU and Is 
beaten down regularly at KISKA by strong air attaoks. He Is 
deeply involved in the South Pacific and we have every hope of 
keeping him so, 

3. Therefore there is little liklihood of a strong enemy 
effort in the Northern area for some time to come. Feasible 
operations of the enemy appear to be: 

(a) Air operations from KISKA employing seaplane types, 
and, if he is able to complete a landing field, land planes. 
(The feasibility of completing a field suitable for heavy 
bombers is very doubtful.) 

(b) Submarine patrols off our bases and on our line of 
communications, 

(c) Cruiser raids for bombardment and against our com- 
munications. (Destroyers night be used If fueled at KISKA.) 

(d) Mining off our bases and/or to deny unoccupied 
base sites, 

(e) Commando raids. 

4. Our air base at ADAK may be considered to be well 
established and is held by a strong garrison (11000). A strong- 
ly held outpost (4000) is being plaoed on TANAGA and another 
(about 2000) on the PRIBILOFS. There may be a garrison and 
fighter strip on ATKA, These and the Army aircraft appear 
ample to handle the minor activities the enemy may undertake, 
with the exception of submarine and surface raider attacks on 
communications. Wp should also keep some pressure with our 
submarines on the enemy *s communications. Now that there is 
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•3SWEST— 

PROPOSED REDUCTION OF NORTHERN FORCE 

only one terminal for enemy shipping the number of submarines 
which oan be profitably employed in this way has been decreased. 
Also any defensive deployment of submarines would have little 
chance of encountering targets. 

5» A factor not yet mentioned is the weather. Thi3 will 
have a tendency to decrease all operations, and will shortly 
prevent operation of seaplanes. 

6. This all leads to the conviction that the Northern 
Force should be reduced and perhaps abolished as suoh. Enemy 
submarine action is regarded as certain. Therefore A/5 escorts 
must be provided. 

(a) It is considered that Hear Admiral Theobald's 
estimate on the number required must be obtained and given full 
consideration. 

(b) The threat of surface raiders is so small that 
there is doubt whether any cruisers should be left in the area. 
If, say two, were based at PEARL they could act as effectively 
against raiders as they could from KODIAK. 6" cruisers would be 
preferred. We need the 6 n for our night work against Japanese 
light forces in the GUADALCANAL area. 

(o) Navy aircraft should be reduoed. 95 is studying 
this. Compatwing FOUR has recently made proposals for a rota- 
tion of squadrons. 

(d) C ( omsubpao will make recommendations as to submarines. 
The 3- boats offer quite a problem. There are nine of them being 
rotated between 3AN DIEGO and DUTCH HARBOR, They have been very 
ineffective but they may have been "pepped up" some and have not 
been able to demonstrate it because of lack of targets. In any 
case, if we remove all large submarines we would be decreasing 
our submarine strength there much more than mere numbers would 
show. There is only one good submarine "beat" and that is the 
vicinity of KISKA. The S- boats ought to be able to handle it, 
but nerhaps we should keep one certainly effective unit on sta- 
tion in the ALI5UTIANS. 7:1th such a reduotion it must be deter- 
mined whether Captain Colclough will continue to be needed. 

(e) Should the Northern Foroe be abolished and Rear 
Admiral Theobald be withdrawn? I believe the regular sea fron- 
tier oommand set-up can handle the reduoed forces. If "fleet 
opposed invasion" status is continued it should be made con- 
sistent with other sea frontiers - Navy control Army bombers and 
scouts; Army control the fighters. 
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October 9 (Continued) 

Ten EG2 type ships will be sent to the South Pacific 
at the rate of three per month, starting October* 

KISKA was bombed again on the 8th as shown in CTF 8 

100150. 

No changes in enemy plans or intentions are noted to- 
day. Jap interest continues to center in the NEW BRITAIN - 
SOLOMONS area. K# 

October 10. 

Shortly before midnight TF-64.2 intercepted an enemy 
force thought to contain 2 cruisers and 6 destroyers west of SAVO 
Island. Restults are not in yet, During the day the Japs made 
strong but harmless bombing attacks on GUADALCANAL. Their plane 
losses were roughly the ratio 4 to 1 of ours. Our Marines now 
have their battle position on the west of the MATANIKAU river. 

The operations for the 8th and 9th are summarized by 
ComSoPac in his 091316, His 111314 states that the situation will naff 
permit him to give a fixed policy in the assignment of troops. 
He also has a shortage of communication personnel in his area and 
requests CinCPac to supply deficiencies. 

Acorn One has been assigned to NDENI and Acorn Two to 
E3PIRITU SANTO. 

The AMBER JACK sank the No. 3 T0NAU MARU (whale factory 
ship) in KAVIENG Harbor. As a result of DI the AMBERJACK was 
also ordered to intercept an AK enroute P0NAPE. The AK was sunk. 

The ZUTKAKU, escorted by one cruiser and one destroyer, 
was sighted by one of our submarines to the northwest of TRUK 
and heading toward that place. 

In the SW Pacific the Japs are trying to evacuate re- 
maining troops at MILNE in submarines. Also, there is reported 
a serious lack of torpedoes In that area and the submarines are 
now being sent on mining missions. 

C.G. SAMOA has inspected FUNAFUTI and finds that the 
defenses are coming along fine and that preparations are going 
ahead to construct a landing strip. 

The North Pacific was quiet. Admiral Theobald com- 
plains that air bombs supplied to him are poor. He reports that 
three hits on shies at KISKA last month were duds. 
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October 10 (Continued) . 

The Japs continue to suffer losses and damage from 
our air attacks in the NEW BRITAIN - SOLOMONS Area, but in spite 
of that indications continue of preparations for an assault on 
GUADALCANAL in the near future. The sighting of the ZUIKAKU 
confirms the belief that she made a trip home. 

October li. 

The results of the engagement between Task Force 64.2 
off SAVO Island yesterday are not known completely today. It 
appears that the DUNCAN was sunk, the BOISE severely damaged, 
the other cruiserg sl^igh^ly damaged. The enemy may have lost 
four DD and one CA "damaged. During the following daylight 
period our air from GUADALCANAL may have sunk one cruiser, and 
damaged two destroyers. TF-64.2 is retiring to ESPIRITU SANTO. 

Corns opac 101946 summarizes the activities of his area 
for the 9th and 10th. There were no important developments 
reported , 

Corasopac 111006 and Cincpac 120329 comment on amphib- 
ious training in the South Pacific. 

As the situation has now changed materially in the 
Pacific Ocean Areas, and especially in the North Pacific, con- 
sideration is being given to a reduction of TF-8. Attached is 
the whole story. CTF-8 111930 amplifies the report of the 
bombing of KISKA on the 9th. Army bombing was very poor in 
spite of favorable circumstances. The HALIBUT ran into what 
he reports as a decoy (a maru type, guns, 2000 tons) 50 miles 
noffih -ef ATM Island. His torpedo attack was not successful. 

The CALIFORNIA left PEARL for BREMERTON yesterday. 
The WEST VIRGINIA will follow in about a month. The NYPs" 
thinks they can put these ships in service after 5-J- months 
overhaul . 

There are some indications that the Japs have under- 
estimated our strength in the SOLOMONS, and are now gathering 
considerably more army strength from the PHILIPPINES and the 
NEI. In this case they would not attempt an all out attack 
for some time. Meanwhile our attrition successes are bound 
to effect seriously any plans they may have. In any event we 
feel quite sure that Japan is so deeply committed In the °outh 
Pacific that they cannot undertake any major adventures in any 
other area. 

W 
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October 12. 

Fragmentary reports do not permit accurate assessment 
of the damage inflicted on the enemv intercepted by Resr Admiral 
Scott* s Force in the 2nd battle of SAVC ISLAND. The estimate to- 
day is one cruiser sunk, one cruiser damaged, four destroyers 
sunk or damaged, small transport nrobablv sunk. Our damage was 
DUNCAN sunk; BOISE badly damaged; HELENA, SALT LAKE CITY and 
FARENHOLT slightly damaged. 

Rear Admiral Turner brought one Army regiment to GUADAL- 
CANAL in the early morning and was able to unload the transports 
and depart in the evening. He was interrupted by two air raids, 
and shelling from enemy shore positions on his ships and our shore 
positions. No damage was done to ships but the GUADALCANAL air- 
field was damaged by bombs to the extent that heavy bombers could 
use it only in emergency. Toward midnight enemy ships commenced 
a bombardment of the Marine position. 

Gomsopac 121316 gives the summary for his area. 

TF 17 was evidently sighted West of RENNEL ISLAND and 
reported by the enemy. The WASHINGTON group Northwest of SAN 
CRISTOBAL was sighted and reported also. 

Cominch has not yet reolied to Gincpac request for clar- 
ification of his status resulting from General Marshall's order 
to C.G. Hawaii to stop the move of the second group of B-17s from 
HAWAII to the South Pacific. A follow up was sent. 

KISKA was bombed on both the 10th and 11th as reported in 
GTF 8 122010. The new Army garrisons in the ALEUTIANS and PRIBILOFS 
are shown in CTF 8 122234. We now find that the Army plans an 
airfield on St. PAUL ISLAND. Cincpac 130139 crystalizes views 
here on a reduction of TF 8. 

A large concentration of enemy ships is reported in the 
BUIN-FAISI area. There continues to be no doubt in the mind of 
Cincpac that the enemy is proceeding along the lines shown in 
the Estimate of Enemy Capabilities dated October 1, 1942. 

October 15. 

On the 11th (local date) a marine battalion from TULAGI 
landed to the eastward of our main position on GUADALCANAL and 
successfully attacked small enemy outposts. Also on that day 
our CACTUS planes (l) bombed 5 DD badly damaging one, (2) attacked 
a CA getting one torpedo hit, (5) again attacked the same CA and 
2 screening DDs causing the CA to be abandoned and badly damaging 
one DD . 
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October 15th (Continued) 

On the 12th local B-17g bombed BUKA causing minor damage. 
Again on the 13th (local) B-l7s bombed the BUKA airfield and 
attacked shipping in the BUIN harbor. Of the 36 vessels reported 
in that vicinity one AK was damaged. All of theses vessels were 
seen still there the next morning by a coastwatcher and included 

2 CA, 3 CL, 10 DD, 1 AV. 

The heavy gunfire on GUADALCANAL noted yesterday continued 
for 70 minutes during the night 13-14th local causing very heavy 
damage to plane 3 on the field. During the middle of the day there 
were two bombing attacks on the airfield causing additional damage, 
but the field was in service for all but the biggest planes. 

Tgr 62.<M£ was enroute GUADALCANAL with supplies including 
avgas. Due to approaching enemy the AKs were turned back and the 
VIREO towing PAB barges loaded with avgas and escorted by the 
MEREDITH was ordered to continue to GUADALCANAL. The McFARLAND 
was also ordered to bring in a deck load of avga3. 

During the morning search planes discovered three enemy 
forces. One consisting of 6 AP, 1 CL, 7 DD and covered by 1 BB, 

3 CL, 4 DD was tracked along the east coast of SANTA ISABEL ISLAND 
and heading for GUADALCANAL. Six B-i7s attacked this force In 

the late afternoon. The* second force about 400 miles N.E. of 
GUADALCANAL, and on sou^ettsvfy courses consisted of carriers es- 
corted by BBs , CAs, and DDs. That force was not sighted again 
during the day. A third force consisting of cruisers and DDs 
apparently scouting in advance of the carrier group was sighted 
during the morning about 225 miles northeast of GUADALCANAL. 

As a result of these sightings Comsopac ordered: TF-64 
(SAN FRANCISCO, CHESTER, HELENA, LANSDOWNE, LARDNER, McCALLA, 
BUCHANAN, AARON WARD, LAFFEY) to proceed toward GUADALCANAL 
(got underway daybreack 15th local); TF-17 to proceed tov/ard 
GUADALCANAL as soon as fuel permits; TF-17. 8 proceed ESPIRITU 
SANTOS for fuel and report readiness to depart. 

The above indicates that the enemy has commenced his 
major offensive. Because our surface forces need fuel, our 
lack of adequate avgas at GUADALCANAL (to be flown in), and 
recent heavy loss of planes, our position is not favorable to 
prevent a major enemy landing. Planes left areJ7 3BD, 4 P-400, 
2 P-39; 10 SBDs were flown in during the afterntW. , 

The position: of our forces in the area hakebeen discovered 
by the enemy. 

The TROUT reports that she got two hits on the OTAKA on 
September 28th in the TRUK area. 

The ACHILLES and LEANDER are to go to ENGLAND for a 4^ 
months refit. 
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October 15th (Continued) 

Cominch 132000 indicates that there will soon be an 
agreement on the use of Army airplanes in the Pacific Ocean 

areas. 73 — I ~[ i *>j-ts^-*- •'v^-o— ><- ■Lo iu^t^c , 

TP-1G is at sea off OAHU training and will probably de- 
part for the South Pacific on the 16th. TF-1 continues train- 
ing and readiness for PEARL. 

CTF-8 140230 pink recommends withdrawal of TF-8 from the 
Horth Pacific about November 1st and turning over the job to I < 
Gomnorwestseaf ront . ^ K 

October 14 th 

After midnight an enemy force commenced shelling our 
position on GUADALCANAL heavily. Damage done was not reoorted. 
During night the six enemy transoorts started landing. tp the 
westward of our nosition. The landing was covered by «■ BB ga?ettp 
west of SAVO and screened by cruisers and destroyers. During 
the morning search the CV striking force seen yesterday was 
located Northeast of SAN CRISTOBAL ISLAND. 

During the morning a group of^B~17s attacked the trans- 
ports and ships at GUADALCANAL setting three on fire so badly 
that they were beached, and hitting a BB. 

As the day ended all enemy forces in the GUADALCANAL area 
were retiring. The CV group moves are not clear and may be 
moving on ESPIRITU SANTO. 

TF 1? was probably fueling during the day and may be In 
a position to strike tomorrow. TF 17.8 fueled at ESPIRITU SANTO 
and departed at 8 p.m. (local) to rendezvous with TF 64, where 
the forces will merge as TF 64 under Rear Admiral Lee. Comsopac 
150212. This force cannot get to the GUADALCANAL area before 
day after tomorrow. Because of a possible enemy raid, all ship- 
ping at ESPIRITU SANTO got underway toward the South. 

The gasoline situation et GUADALCANAL continues critical. 
The VIREO t owing a PAB barge, and screened by the MEREDITH, can 
arrive there tomorrow morning. 

Motor torpedo boats attacked the DDs protecting the enemy 
APs at GUADALCANAL . Re-e-ults were not observed, pto. 

A submarine shelled EPPIRITU SANTO last night. 

Our AKs which were turned back from the TTJLAGI area yes- 
terday were bombed but not damaged. 
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October 14th (Continued) 

Comsopac 1 50246 feels that he needs another Amy division 
for present operations. Cincpac concurs. 

Our cruiser action in the GILBERTS (PORTLAND and SAN ,TUAN) 
caused the Japs some uneasy moments. Results have not been re- 
ported. 

Highest quarters would be pleased to have 7'ISKA shelled 
by our old BBs. (Cominoh 141325). CTF 8 151025, in answer to a 
query on the operation from Cincnac, states that it is feasible. 

The Japanese may be expected to reorganize their forces 
during the next few days. There is no indication that they have 
abandoned their efforts to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS', or > 
that they are planning anything in other areas. 0-*" ' 

October 15th 

The days reports indicate that the enemy now has two major 
forces in the South Pacific. In the central and northern SOLOMONS 
forces are: 

Off NE BOUGAINVILLE ISLAND: «. 

1 BB, 2 CA, 2 DD, 1 AY. 

At BTJKA: 

2 CA, 2 CL, 8 DD, 3 AT, 10 auxiliaries 

At BtTIN - FAISI: 

3 BB, 2 OV, 3 CA, 5 CL, 10 DD, 14 auxiliaries 

Along the 165th meridian (east) as far south as 11-00 S: 
2 BB, 1 07, 17 cruisers and destroyers. 

In view of the above enemy deployment TF 64 was ordered 
to operate generally South of Lat 11-45 S. Comsopac 160812. He 
is also sending two DDs to bombard enemy at GUADALCANAL (his 
160722). Comsopac has asked that the vessels in the BUIN-FAISI 
area be attacked by SWPac air, which General MacArthur promises to 
do. Comsopac 160032 orders TF 17 to operate to eastward of ESPIR1TU 
SANTO, Comsopac 160440 considers his present forces inadequate 
for his tasks. 

There is some indication that the LUNGA area may have 
been mined by the enemy on the 12th (local). 

The HOVEY reports capturing 4 officers and 70 men, survivors 
of the 2nd Battle of SAVO. Preliminary statements of these prisoners 
are not credjtfable. 
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October 15th (Continued) 

Comairsopac 150921 gives the critical situation at GUADALCANAL . 
Comgen 1st MarDiv 160005 describes action on yesterday; and his 
160035 tells of enemy land concentrations. Also his 160025 tells 
of needs to relieve his present situation. He requests 1 battery 
of 155 mm guns be sent to him as soon as possible. 

Air strength at GUADALCANAL was increased today by 7 SBD and 
four R4D1. The shortage of planes and gasoline there now will 
almost preclude offensive action. 

It now appears that we are unable to control the sea area 

in the GUADALCANAL area. Thus our supply of the positions will 

only be done at great expense to us. The situation is not hope- 
less, but it is certainly critical. 

The McFARLAUD did a splendid piece of work in delivering 
gasoline and ammunition to GUADALCANAL today. As she was about 
to leave she received a bomb hit on her stern which knocked out 
her steering gear. It now seems probable that the MEREDITH was 
lost and the VIRE0 towing avgas to GUADALCANAL was damaged by 
enemy ai r . 

Cominch 152125 describes APHs . They are not hospital 
ships under the Geneva Conventions. Com 12 151744 tells of send- 
ing EC2 ships to Sopac. 

CTP 8 152050 describes a bombing attack on KISKA the 14th. 
Results were minor. 

Cincpac 160455 pink does not recommend use of B3s to shell 

KISKA. 

There Is no doubt now that Japs are making an all out effort 
in the SOLOMONS, employing the greater part of their Navy. 



October 16th ^ 

Just as the McFARLAND was ready to leave GUADALCANAL in the 
evening she was hit by a bomb on the stern. 350 drums of avgas in 
a barge alongside was also exploded. About 20000 gals, reached the 
shore. V/hile enroute GUADALCANAL towing a barge with 2000 drums 
avgas the VIRE0 was damaged by an air attack and uneble to continue 
the tow. The I.SR3DITH, escorting, is unreported and suspected miss- 
ing. The the acute avfras shortage continues. The H0VEY and SOUTHARD 
are scheduled to arrive with deck: loads of avgas on the 19th local. 
There is also a critical shortage of bombs - which may have to be 
flown in. The ALI3ERJACK is now enroute ESPIRlTD SANTO to be fitted 
to carry gas. 

During the night the Marines at GUADALCANAL were shelled by 
a cruiser or a destroyer. The results of our bombardment of enemy 
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October 16th (Continued) 

positions by 2 DDs is not yet known. 

3opac 151346 gives his summary for the 14th and 15th, and 
his 161326 summarizes the situation to the 16th local. 

Comairsopac 162138 describes air needs for his command and 
Comsopac 171230 gives what he considers necessary to reinforce his 
position. 

The New Zealand Army has agreed to garrison BLEACHER and will 
have a reinforced KI7/I ready about November 7th. 

The 3SLLATRIX arrived at EPPIRITU SANTO and reports some damage 
from an air attack two days ago, which also forced her to cast a 
PAB barge adrift. 

Corns opac 160106 deals with the relief of the 4th defense bat- 
talion with the 9th at EFATE. 

It has been decided to send about 50 Army fighters from the 
Central Pacific area to the South Pacific in the Immediate future. 

Comsopac 170800 is a proposal for the employment of submarines 
to support Sopao current operations. Two Pacific Fleet subs will 
be sent to 0-eneral MacArthur to assist his coverage of the SHCRTLANDS- 
FAISI area. 

Cincpac 162221 proposes a reduction of TF 8 forces in ALASKA. 
Cominch approves an immediate reduction of the cruisers to two. 
This will permit reinforcement to Sopac. CTF 8 reports that 3 3-26' s 
got hits on a ship in CERTR T JDE COVE, KISKA. Also that Army bombers 
probably sank one DD and damaged another just north of KISKA. 

The deployment of the -Tap forces in the South Pacific is un- 
certain. Some forces have left the BUIN area and the CV striking 
force thought north of NDENI is unreported. • **C- 
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October 17th . 

The Admiral's conference this morning was attended 
by General Emmons and Rear Admiral Bagley. These officers 
were brought up to date on the situation in the Pacific Ocean 
Areas . 

The day in the South Pacific is summarized in 
Comsopac 171536. 

Our DDs, previously mentioned, report having fired 
1000 rounds per shin into the Jap positions at GUADALCANAL . 
Also, during thftXday TP17 planes attacked the same positions 
incessantly. REKATA was also attacked by TP17 planes, Admiral 
Nimitz v/ill urge Comsopac to repeat the bombardment daily when 
feasible . 

The Japs launched what must be to them a very dis- 
appointing air attack on GUADALCANAL today. Of the 14 bombers 
attacking, were shot down by our fighters and 6 were shot down 
by AA. 

A total of 50 Army fighters will be sent to the 
Sopac from the Central Pacific. 25 were ordered sent by General 
Marshall and 25 will be sent by Cincpac. 

The VIREO will be towed to port and her barge will 
be towed to GUADALCANAL by the SEMINOLE arriving the 19th local. 



GUADALCANAL . 



Comsopac is flying emergency gas and ammunition to 
It seems most probable that T^64 was seen by the 



enemy today. 

The SAN JUAN reports sinking two small Jap patrol 
boats when retiring fr om their raid on the GILBERTS and the 
patrol lines to the South. Two officers and 14 men were cap- 
ture. 'Ve will continue to raid that i*ne with our ships en- 
route to and from the Sopac. 

The SWPac bombers are having much better success 
in bombing enemy ships in the SOLOMONS and NEW BRITAIN. 

TF16 is enroute to the South Pacific via a point 
to the westward of FUNAFUTI where it will fuel. 

Two fleet subs from PEARL may be sent to operate 
under General McArthur in the near future In order to provide 
denser coverage of the SH ORTLAND - FAI3I area. 

The position of the main enemy forces in the South 
Pacific is obscure. It is not thought, however, that they have , v 
withdrawn from the general area. 
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October lath 

Comsopac I81350 pink. Vice Admiral Salsey relieved Vice 
Admiral Gbormley as Commander Couth Pacific Force and South Pacific 
Area. On the evening of the 15th Admiral Nimltz conferred witn 
members of his staff concerning relieving Admiral Ghormley. It 
was felt that Admiral Ghormley has not been successful for several 
reasons and that the critical situation there requires a more ag- 
gressive Commander. The following morning, after having received 
authority from Admiral King to make the change, a decision was 
made to effect, the change upon the arrival of Admiral Halsey who 
was enroute^bv* , air. Rear Admiral Kinkaid will thus .retain com- 
mand of TP 16. ^ee. c^rpcc. n,o<\zi cm<j it i-uL, r ( pi* K) 

The C.G. Hawaiian Department has been directed by General 
Marshall (October 16th) to select one infantry division from his 
command for movement to the South or SW Pacific and to report 
earliest date of readiness of the first regimental combat team. 
Also General Marshall prefers General Collins as division com- 
mander as General Pennel is too old. Marly replacement this 
division will not be possiole. 

The Sopac situation to the 18th was summarized in Comso- 
pac 181426. Generally the day { 19th local) was quiet. There were 
no contacts ashore on GUADALCANAL reported. While 40 vessels were 
sighted in the 3II0RTLANDS area, the "location of major enemy units 
was in doubt. 4 cruisers and 4 destroyers were reported enroute 
to attack GUADALCANAL and CTF 64 was ordered to intercept. How- 
ever, he was fueling 7/est of E3PIRITU SANTO end was unable to 
comulv. The SOUTHARD delivered almost 10,000 gallons avgas to 
GUADALCANAL . The SEMINOLE towed the VIRE0 barf-e with 2000 drums 
of avgas aboard into the area but went to TULAGI because of the 
approaching enemy. No bombardment was reported last nifht, but 
some troops and sunnlies may have been landed. Apparently the 
VIRE0 was abandoned by her crew because of fear of an air attack. 
The crew embarked on the MEREDITH which was sunk by aerial tor- 
pedoes and bombs shortly thereafter. The abandoning of the VIRE0 
is not understood. It looks like a disgraceful procedure. TP 64 
•continues to be trailed by enemy planes. RENNEL and SAV0 ISLANDS 
ru '&£e^occupied by small enemy garrisons. 

The SW Pacific air sent 22 S-17's to bomb the enemy in 
the SHORTLAND^ area. Results were minor. The SCULPIN reported 
sinking two tankers on the 18th. 

CTF 64 estimates that in the second battle of SAV0 he 
sank 3 CA, 4 DD, and ^ossi jly 1 CL and one more DD. These figures 
seem high because of the number of cruisers and destroyers seen 
and attacked by planes the following day. 

The PORTLAND reports engaging two DDs and two marus in her 
raid of the GILBERTS. No sinkings were reported. The attacks 
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October 18th (Continued) 

were not pressed home because of fear of air attack. 

The Army in Washington has approved Admiral Nimitz's 
orders to send 25 P-39's from CHRISTMAS to the South Pacific. 

TF 1 has been ordered to prepare a plan to bombard 'tfAKE 
at an early date - the date dependent u.ion availability of 1 XAV 
and 1 CL(AA) to be added to the bombardment group. 

Cincpac 1B2359 urges that the 9th defense battalion be 
sent directly to GUADALCANAL instead of relieving the 4th at EF ATE , 

CTF 8 gives the minor results of a bombing of KISKA on 
the 17th. Cominch has approved the immediate reduction to two 
of TF B cruisers but reserves decision on withdrawal of other 
forces and of Rear Admiral Theobald. The Army plans to increase 
the garrisons at ADAK and TANAGA to 1500oand 5000 respectively. 

There are no changes noted in enemy deployments. 

October 19th 

Sopac operations to the 20th are summarized in his 191256. 

About 9 P.n. local the CHESTER was torpedoed South of SAN 
CRISTOBAL. She reports being without power and a tug and DD es- 
corts were provided. 

CTF 64 sent part of his force to EPPIRITU SANTO to fuel, 
and the remainder will fuel there in the next few davs. CTF 17 
is operating to the East of EFPIRITU SANTO. TF 16 is enroute 
South. 

In his 191954 Cominch directed Comsowestpac to Dlace and 
maintain 12 fleet subs under operational control of Comsonac. Also 
in his 201540 he desires Cincpac to reinforce °opac submarines. 

There were two air raids on GUADALCANAL. Of the 30 zeros 
and 16 bombers involved 7 zeros and 2 bombers were shot down. Wei 
lost two pilots. 

The O'BRIEN broke in two and sank today while enroute 
PEARL for renairs, after being torpedoed last month. 

While the supply of avras and >ombs to GUADALCANAL is still 
critical, enough is being sent in to permit operations to continue. 
The AKSERJACK will arrive with a small cargo of pas on the 25th. 

The 12 B-17's for the Sopac have left 0AHU. This brings 
the total transferred recently up to 24. Also from GAHU was the 
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October 19th (Continued) 

first of the 19th bombardment group (B-24's} going to AUSTRALIA. 

In the BOTN area yesterday were at least 1 BB, 1 AV, 
8 cruisers, 8 DD, 8 AK's. At RABAUL were 34 large vessels and 
22 of medium size. In that group was 1 CV and 1 AV. Thus we now 
have the position of most strength in the area except it is 
probable that 3 BBs, 2 CV, with usual flotilla are someplace in 
the general THUK-RAMUL area. 

October 20th 

Sopac operations for the 20th are summarized in his 

201321. 

The CHESTER is making 6 knots under own steam and at 
that rate should arrive at ESPIPITU SANTO day after tomorrow. 

Comair ONE 200407 indicates the shortage of planes at 
GUADALCANAL. The rate of attrition there is extremely high. 
Much damage to planes was caused by recent enemy shelling. 

Yesterday the Marines repulsed a minor attempt to cross 
the MATANIKAU RIVER. 

Cincpac 202215 and 202309 describe a plan to send 12 
Pac Fleet subs to the Sopac. This is an emergency move to pro- 
vide dense coverage in the active srea, and complies with Corainch 
desire noted yesterday. 

RENNELL ISLAND is not occupied by the laps. 

The Fighting French High Commissioner has left NOUMEA 
for good, in tho opj r niOH ofi Como ep ao . A 

The GR0HPFR returning from patrol in the EAST CHINA SEA 
reports sinking 12,000 tons of marus (2 ships) . 

The very large concentration of Jan shins at RA3AUL ap- 
parently continues. Photos do not show a CV there as reported 
yesterday. There is very good indication that the Japs are hav- 
ing to slow ud their plans for an attack in force on GUADALCANAL 
because of large attrition losses. 

Cincpac pointed out to Oominch that now is a rolden 
opportunity for the British Eastern ? leet to take action on the 
Jap west flank. 
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October 21st 

Vice Admiral Halsey wi 11 move ashore at NOUMEA occupy- 
ing certain buildings vacated by the Fighting Fr<UM(3Eu High Com- 
missioner. Oominch anrsroves taking over this French property as 
a military necessity (his 211540 pink). 

Oominch concurs in Oincpac nronosal for British action 
(Cominch 211400 Dink) and passed the message alonp- to the Admiralty. 

In a 3 part (211630 ) Cominch gives the present plan for 
Army and Navy air support to the Sopac operations. 

TF 16 and TF 17 will join as TF 61 under Rear Admiral 
Finkaid at 0300 OCT October 24th and make a sween around north 
SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS, thence southwesterly east of SAN CRISTOBAL to 
the Coral Sea area in position to intercept enemy forces approach- 
ing our positions in the Southern SOLOMONS. 

The INDIANA, C0LUM3IA, DeHAVEN, and SAUFLEY have been 
ordered to the Pacific Fleet and will depart Atlantic ports for 
the Canal Zone no later than November 10th. 

Cominch 211631 pink summarizes the MT3 situation in the 

Pacific. 

Comsopac 210517 tells of needs of a major suoply base 
at NOUMEA. Coraairsopac 212300 tells of needs of VF planes in 
the forward areas. 

There is a shortage of Marines in the STRAW area and at 

FUNAFUTI. 

The 25th Army Division at OAHU has been ordered to move 
to the South or SWPao starting November 15. 

The PORTER sighted an enemy merchant type vessel of ajout 
5,000 tons, apparently armed with several guns, 4" or larger, near 
the GXtBSRT ISLANDS. In an engagement which followed the PORTER 
fired about 1200 rounds without sinking the vessel. No damage was 
done to the SORTER. 

Cominch has approved the withdrawal of the C0PAHEE VF 
snuadron from ALASKA and cancelled the directive to maintain one 
fighter division in ALASKA. 1^ 



Cm- 
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October 22nd. 



Comsopac2i22246 summarizes operations in his area. The 
use of tanks and small artillery by the enemy on GUADALCANAL in- 
dicates the ability of the Japs to land good sized weights. There 
have been indications of towing lighters to GUADALCANAL by destroyers. 

PBYs attacked shipping in the 3H0RTLAND area early in the 
morning. Although one plane reported a torpedo hit, DI indicates 
no damage. 

A search plane reported sighting an enemy task force about 
350^3.198 NE of KALAITA about 10 in the morning (local). This was 
indicated to be a 07 striking force on southerly courses. The search 
kept the force fairly well under observation during the day. Dur- 
ing the following night a search plane reported making radar contact 
in that general vicinity. One hour later the same plane reported 9 
ships, of which one was believed to be a 07, and that he dropped his 
torpedo but failed to get a hit. When last observed the force was 
reported on course 260 speed 20 - which would permit it to be in a 
fly off position for GUADALCANAL next daylight". This is the first 
time in several days that we have been able to get much light on 
Jap deployments. The RAJ3A.UL and SH0RTLANDS areas continued to be 
well filled with Jap ships, most of which were auxiliaries. The 
Combined total in those areas \vas 93 vessels. From all indications 
the enemy seems about ready to start his long expected all out at- 
tack on GUADALCANAL. The next three or four 'days are critical. 

GUADALCANAL reported three flights of planes coming in 
from the northwest during the middle of the day but no report of 
bombing was received. 

Comairsopac welcomes the Army P-39's but noints out that 
if they are not the KING series they are no good as fighters but 
excellent for ground strafing. '.. r hile the flow of Planes to the 
area cannot be considered satisfactory, it is improving. In the 
GUADALCANAL area there is enough avgas (over 100,000 gals) to keep 
General Geiger's planes filled, there is not enough to operate 
B-17's; nor is there any immediate prospect of so doing. Avgas 
and ammunition still arrives there in driblets. 

A crew was put on the 7IREC. That ship, with PAB #6 in 
tow, is now enroute EPPIRITU CANTO. 

TP 6L will hardly be in a position to intercept enemy forces 
in the SOLOMONS before late afternoon of the 25th local. TP 6i+ 
could be off GUADALCANAL on the 25th. Thus, should the enemy strike 
tomorrow air and submarines will be the only opposition. 

Oomamphibf orsopac 210956 gives information from prisoners 
on the 2nd Battle of SA70. General DeOaulle has fully agreed to 
the assignment of necessary buildings at NOUMEA to Oorasopac. Gover- 
nor Monchamps was authorized to negotiate any other matters with 
Oomsopac. In a very cordial conversation with Comnaveu he empha- 
sized his desire for full cooperation with U. S. About time. 

' i ^\ (Continued on next page) 11 GO 



October 22nd. (Continued) 

It is possible that the poor shooting reported yesterday 
and attributed to the PORTER was done by Oomdesron TV/O in the MORRIS, 

TF 1 continues at PEARL engaged in training and upkeep 
while being prepared to repel landing attempts in the Hawaiian Area. 

In the ALEUTIAN enemy eubmarines were active. One fired 
torpedoes at the DOLPHIN which missed. The 8-32 reports hitting 
2 AKs with torpedoes in the vicinity of PASAMTJSHIRjO and claims 
one probably sunk and one damaged. The cruisers of TF 8 completed 
a 10 day sweep as far west as ATTU. Results were negative. Cinc- 
pac 222129 requests Oominch approval to exchange the DETROIT and 
RALEIGH for cruisers of TF 8. 

we are still without definite news of tke major units of 
the enemy which are thought to be in the general oopac area. If 
our guess is correct they can throw more ships, planes, and troops 
into the vital area than we can. And this situation will continue 
for the next few weeks. Having inferior forces we must count 
heavily on attrition, but losing no chance to come to grips with 
the enemy under the principle of calculated risk. Ky^^ 

October 23rd . 

Operations in the South Pacific are summarized in Comso- 
pac 240041. The very fine work of our Marine pilots in shooting 
down the enemy planes is most encouraging. Rain during the day 
made the airfield unsuitable for heavy planes. There is much work 
to be done to provide all-weather fields in the area and several 
other locations are under consideration. 

General MacArthur reports good success in air raids in the 
RABAUL area. Among other targets claimed hit he reports setting 
a tanker on fire. If this is verified it is bound to slow up the 
enemy somewhat. 

The submarine concentration in the active area is begin- 
ning to shape up with the arrival of two Pacific Fleet subs from 
TRUK. Ten more are to follow from PEARL, leaving before the end 
of this month. 

Both TF 61 and TF 64 will be in position to strike the 
enemy in the Southern SOLOMONS by late tomorrow. 

The logistic support of our positions in the Southern 
SOLOMONS is proceeding, but the difficulties of unloading and the 
great risk to ships involved continues. 

The CHESTER probably arrived at ESPIRITU CANTO for emergency 
repairs today. 

y^J^ (Continued on next page) 
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- SECRET 

October 23rd ( Continued ) 

Our search plane from OAHU reported sighting a submarine 
about 500 miles southwest of that place. If this can be verified 
it may be the forerunner of projected enemy operations in the 
Hawaiian Sea Frontier. R. I. also gives indication of some sort 
of a raid. A raid in the near future, probably at MIDWAY, is con- 
sidered a possibility. All sie-ns continue to point to the commence- 
ment of major operations in the South Pacific within the next two 
or three days. If these signs are right, a raid in the HAWAIIAN 
area or along our exposed positions to the South will be a minor 
hit and run affair. 

The exchange of the DETROIT and RALEIGH for TIT 8 cruisers 
has been approved by Cominch and will be effected as soon as pos- 
sible. \y3^ 

October 24th. (V^ 

Reports of enemy contacts from search planes in the South 
Pacific during the morning were confusing. One force composed of 
3Bs, OAs, and DDs was reported 140 miles HE of the GUADALCANAL air- 
field. 130 miles to the eastward of that rcroup a second force was 
reported. This was reported to be 2 BB, 2~CV,"2 CA, 2 CL, and at 
least 4 DD. A third force stated to be composed of nine ships was 
reported 210 miles TIE GUADALCANAL, Off the east coast of SANTA 
ISABEL ISLAND a force composed of 1 3B, 3 CL, and 2 DD was reported. 
Off the west coast of MALAITA a force of two cruisers and three 
destroyers was reported. While the picture is not clear, enough 
was reported to show a typical major enemy move toward the south. 
TF 61 was too far <0u4?f* to attack. TF 64 was ordered to strike any 
forces encountered in the vi ciuitjg ^GUADALCANAL. That force made 
a sweep of the GUADALCANAL area out railed to make contact with the 
enemy and withdrew. B-17's were ordered to strike the forces nearest 
GUADALCANAL, probably because they were the immediate threat. Re- 
sults are shown in Comairsopac 251450. During the morning our posi- 
tion on GUADALCANAL was shelled by two cruisers and one destroyer. 
As that group was retiring to the northward Marine SBD's attacked 
and reported one cruiser obviously damaged. As enemy might attempt 
night landings, General Vandergrift ordered motor torpedo ooats 
from TULAGI to strike the enemy approaching GUADALCANAL after dark. 
During the afternoon enemv Planes were reported heading toward 
GUADALCANAL . 

A Catalina nifht radar search and torpedo strike was ordered 
from S°PTRITU SANTO to the NW. 

One squadron of the 90th bombardment group (3-24's) pre- 
viously ordered to AUSTRALIA is to report to General Harmon for 
temporary duty by orders from General Marshall, 
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October 24th. (Continued) 

The 8th Marines have been ordered to LTATE and 
should arrive there October 30th. 

Sopac 250216 gives the summary of operations in that 
area to the 24th. 

Admiral Ghormley arrived at PEARL today enroute to Wash- 
ington. 

A submarine was reported 320 miles west of OAJIU. This 

may be the same one siphted yesterday about 500 miles !3S? of OAHU. 

Two DDs from TF 16 raided the enemy patrol line south of 
the GILBERTS on the 22nd and sank two small patrol vessels. It 
now appears that s DD of TF 17 also raided the same patrol line 
on the same day. 

The Army Diane s made a minor air attack on KISKA during 
the day. \^ 



October 25th . 



In the early morning TF 61 was about 150 miles southeast 
of the enemy striking forces noted yesterday in the area to the 
eastward of the SOLOMONS. Both forces had good knowledge of the 
approximate position and composition of each other. Our position 
and strength seemed quite favorable. Shortly before 7 a.m. local 
an enemy shore based patrol plane made an accurate contact report 
of TF 61. The enemy immediately launched a carrier strike which 
was able to find TF 6l without further search. Presumably our 
carrier strike was launched at about the same time but there is 
some evidence that it had to search before locating the target. 
A little after 9 a.m. local the enemy started air attacks on TF 61. 
The HORNET was severely damaped by bombs and torpedoes and was 
taken in tow by the NORTHHAMPTON. A preliminary report of damage 
to other vessels is given in CTF 61 260440. Damage inflicted by 
our 0V planes is shown in CTF 6l 260210. B-17's from ESPIRITU 
SANTO were also ordered to attack but the account of damare in- 
flicted is not in. After the first attack TF 61 commenced retire- 
ment to the southeast. During the afternoon the enemy CV Diane s 
attacked the HORNET again with bombs and torpedoes causing such 
serious damage that CTF 17 decided to sink the carrier with own 
torpedoes. As the day ended the enemy^seemed to be retiring to 
the northwest and all' of our task force^vje^e^^tir lng on ^southerly 

courses. -teccept for one force con^ 

taining BB's which wa s attempting to intercept our 

T7i 7 force during the 

(continued on next page J ^ afternoon, , 
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October 25th . (Continued) 

For the first time in .the J>outh Pacific our CV task forces 
were able to operate under a *s"ea1$?n umbrella and the enemy 
strength and disposition was reported frequently. The Japs have 
always had this advantage in the area. During the past two days 
there has been a front along the northern part of the search area 
which has reduced the efficiency of the search. 

No report of enemy plane losses has been received but they 
must have been very heavy. If the percentage of loss approaches 
that of previous recent engagements (and it should as we have 
been loading our ships with AA), the three enemy CV's thought to 
have been In the battle today will be unable to do much more 
damage soon. 

At daylight TP 64 presumably was retiring from GUADALCANAL. 
During the morning Comsopac ordered all TP to strike the enemy. 
Later in the day TP 64 was ordered to retire to the southward. 

The enemy group which shelled GUADALCANAL on the 24th also 
sank the SEMINOLE and a at TULA G I . The SEMINOLE was fitted 
for salvage and her loss is serious. 

While entering ESPIRITU SANTO the COCLIDGE, with one reg- 
imental combat team of the 43rd Army Division embarked, struck 
one or more mines and sank. While she probably struck our own 
mine field, there is a possibility that enemy mines are respons- 
ible as a Jap sub was in the vicinity recently. 

General Harmon Is holding usable B-17's at PANTAN for 
emergency combat. Those held were enroute from AUSTRALIA to 
OAHU. 

Operations proceeding the battle in the South Pacific are 
summarized in Comsopac 260210. 

The SARGO returning from patrol off the CHINA coast reports 
sinking one 7000 ton freighter with torpedo s and gunfire. The 
STURGEON returning from patrol In the PAISI - ST GEORGES channel 
area reported sinking one loaded 10,000 ton tanker and one 7000 
ton freighter. The NAUTILUS clearing patrol area off Eastern 
HONSHU reports sinking 22000 tons enemy shipping. 

The CHESTER will be able to leave ESPIRITU SANTO about 

October 29th under her own power. Due to extensive damage she 

will be able to make only seven knots. She will go to SYDNEY 
for temporary repairs. 

There were no important contacts in the Central or North 
Pacific flrea. ' The landinr strip on ST PAUL ISLAND is now 100 
feet wide by 2300 feet long. The SPERRY and PULTON leave PEARL 
for the South Pacific tomorrow. 

Although the enemy has suffered considerable damage recently 
in the general SOLOMONS area there is no indication that he has 
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October S5th. (Continued) 

abandoned his plan to recapture GUADALCANAL. The Jap subs are 
ordered to search for and attack our forces in the area. Due 
to the strength In the South, no major operations in any other 
area are considered probable at this time. Small nuisance 
raids in the Central Pacific area are possible. . 



October 26th. 

The Chief of Staff, Hawaiian Department, and the Commander 
Hawaiian Sea Frontier, were present at Cincpac morning conference 
when events of the previous day were reviewed. Admiral ITimitz 
continues to keep his principal subordinates fully informed of 
develonments in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

The morninsr search from E C_:) IPITU SANTO discovered groups 
of the enemy about 3 60 miles to the eastward of GUADALCANAL . At 
least two BBs, 1 CV, several cruisers and destroyers were reported. 
All were on northerly courses at fairly high speed. Operations 
in the Sopac area are summarized in Gomsopac 270426, which includes 
a nipht attack by PBYs on an enemy carrier, which is also reported 
by Comairsopac in his 270031. T ? 61 ggBBES jj reports further details 
of danare to his force in his 270045. After delivering PTs and 
avgas to GUADALCANAL the TRETHSR and ZANS engaged three enemy DDs at 
long range and escaped with minor damage mainly because the harine 
pilots joined the battle and are credited with sinking two of the 
enemy DDs. TP 61 and TF 64 retired during the day toward fueling 
positions . 

TF 64.2 (Pear Admiral ^cott in ATLANTA, 4 DDs) is ordered 
to bombard enemy positions on GUADALCANAL on the morning of the 
29th and 30th (local). 

General Mao Arthur is requested by Admiral Halsey to make 
maximum bombing effort day and night against shins in the TCTN-FAI3I 
TO NO LEI area. 

Admiral Halsey requests carrier reinforcement from the 
British Eastern Fleet. Cincpac concurs and urges Cominch to ex- 
plore the idea (Cincpac 270251 pin k ) . 

During the afternoon 14 P-17s attacked the enemy east of 
the SOLOMON . Nil hits. 

Comsopac 260^14 ^ives the nlan for the employment of Army 
fighters and medium bombers in the OIUDALCANAL-ESPIRITU SANTO area. 




(Continued on next page) 



1105 



© 



- S ECRE T ' 

October 26th . (Continued) 

Comsopac 270437 sets forth his views for setting up a 
base command separate from Seronsopac. 

There were no developments of note in the Central and 
north Pacific areas. 

During the day a force composed of battleships and other 
combatant vessels was reported by our nl«nes in a Position to 
the eastward of the SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS i The force was reported 
to be enemy, but was later identified as units of Task Force 6l. 

October 27th. f^J. 



Lieut. General Emmons, Rear Admiral Bagley, and Vice AdiFiiraQk* 
Towers attended the morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. 

*■ 

Comsopac 2^0326 amplifies his report of operations for the 
previous days. The enemy reported that a unit had received a 
torpedo hit about the time of the P3Y attack. »/hile the enemy 
usually reports "no damage" or "minor damage" in such cases, we 
know from past experience that damage inflicted is often much 
greater than reported. 

T.G. 64.2 {Rear Admiral Scott in ATLANTA, AARON WARD, BENIIAV, 
LARDNSR, FLETCHER) will be unable to shell the Japs on GUADALCANAL 
on the 29th as requested and is now ordered to shell on the 30th 
only. 

The Mc FAR LAND will be used to service seaplane s,Vfu el and 
gas storage,"- be an alternate radio station, and other services at 
TULAGI. It is planned to mount her 4 inch guns on shore for har- 
bor defense. There are indications that she has been discovered 
by the enemy. 

TF 61 is proceeding to NOUMEA, fueling enroute. TF 64 less 
TG 64.2 was enroute to a fueling rendezvous west of ESPIRITU SANTO. 
At 3:20 a.m. and at 5:30 a.m., 27th local, the WASHINGTON was at- 
tacked by submarines. Several torpedoes were fired in each at- 
tack and all missed. Because of the known submarine menace east 
of ESPIRITU SANTO Comsopac ordered the WASHINGTON and 2 DD to 
NC TT MEA for fuel, and the other vessels in company to ESPIRITU SANTO 
for fuel. TF 64.2 will also fuel at ESPIRITU SANTO on their ar- 
rival there November 1st (local). 

The inexcusable loss of the COCLIDCE is described in Comnav- 
unit BUTTON 280921. The existence of a mine field at ESPIRITU 
SANTO has been made known widely, especially after the loss of the 
TUCKER in the same locality. 
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- SECRET , 

October 27th. (Continued) 

Comsopac offered 3-24s from his area to General MacArthur 
to increase bombing of enemy ships in the NEW BRITAIN-SQLCMONS ♦ 
General Mac Arthur replied that he could use the nlanes to ad- 
vantage with reservations listed in his 281001. 

The annroved -Joint Chiefs of Staff aircraft plan for the 
active Sopac area has been received by mail. Cincpac 280351 sug- 
gests that Comsopac have a nlan drawn un for the defense of E3PIRITU 
SANTO which Cincuac will submit to Cominch for approval and im- 
plementation. The lack of strength there is cause for concern. 

The logistic support of our positions in the Southern SOLO- 
MONS continues, but the risk and difficulties are great. 

The Commandant, U. S. Marine 3orps, inaugurated the auxiliary 
landing strip at V/ALLIS ISLAND when he landed there in a PBY5A 
on October 26th (local). 

Cominch has stated that as a general rule exchange of in- 
formation will be direct between our liaison officer and the CinC, 
Eastern Fleet. 



The TRIGGER returning from patrol off 3UNG0 CHANNEL reports 
sinking one 10,000 ton AO and one 5,000 ton AK. While our sub- 
marines have had fine success, there are a few spotty performances. 
For example, recently off TRUK two of our submarines each missed 
a fine chance to press home attacks on enemy carriers. 

CTF 8 280215 and 280255 (pinks) expresses his views on the 
needed strength and disposition of Army troops in the ALEUTIANS. 

Cincpac 280311 j aaln r-i^"*4rmh' - f<»p wh a t hp hn li oiw s is the 

somewhat premature announcement of the loss of the WASP, and of 
the loss of the PORTER before it could be announced that next of 
kin informed. 

Cominch 2*1735 (pink) deals with the use of our submarines 
for scouting and general information Durnoses. 

Although the main enemy strength has retired to the north 
beyond our air search there is no indication that the -Japs have 
abandoned plans to recapture GUADALCANAL. It seems probable that 
damage inflicted and fuel needs have made it necessary to retire 
for the time being. Further attempts to land troops on GUADAL- 
CANAL are to be expected. <\s" 
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October 28th. 



Events of the previous day were discussed at Admiral 
Nimitz's morning conference. Lieut. General Emmons and TF Com- 
manders now at PEARL were present. 

Cincpac 282225 remark. , on the -present lull in the South Pac- 
ific area which appears to »?i ve us the opportunity for placing 
strons- reinforcements on GUADALCANAL. Comsopac 290130 is in 
complete agreement and slves his plans for troop movements start- 
ing on the 30th (local). 

Comsopac 290106 is a summary for his area. Land opera- 
tions on GUADALCANAL during the 27th (local) are described. 

The logistic support of Southern SOLOMONS positions is 
being stepped up. On the 28th (local) there were 45,000 gallons 
avgas at GUADALCANAL and 4,900 gallons avgas at TULAGI. 

The SCULPIU, returning from patrol in the NEW BRITAIN - 
BOUGAINVILLE area, reports the probable sinking of 1 - 9200 AO 
1 - 10000 A?, 1 - large AO, 1 - 4000 AK. 

A total of 43 ships including 2 BB, 1 XOV, 2 AYPs, 1 (re- 
ported) CC, 2 CA, 8 CL, 1 DD, 12 marus were reported in the SHORT- 
LANDS area. 

We now have the story of our destroyer raids on the enemy 
patrol line south of the GILBERTS: CTE 16 280330. 

The DRUM reported sinking four AK while on patrol off 

HONSHU. 

It appears that the FENDRICK on a shakedown trip was at- 
tacked by a submarine off the WASHINGTON Coast. 

CTF 8 282240 frives results of reconnaissance in the Western 
ALEUTIANS , 

Some of the enemy strength in the South Pacific is located 
in the ^HOPTIANDS area and the remainder is believed to be refuel- 
ing and reorganizing to the northward of our searches. It con- 
tinues to appear probable that the enemy will continue with plans 
to recapture GUADALCANAL. 
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October 29th 

As is usual, present at Admiral Ninitz's morning con- 
ference were the principal subordinate commanders now at PEARL. 
TP commanders at PEARL are thus riven a good picture of current 
operations. 

The day was quiet in the South Pacific. Oomsopao 300150 
summarizes the 29th local. 

Plans have been completed to reinforce GUADALCANAL, and 
to construct an alternate landing strip in the vicinity of AO LA 
BAY. It is planned that the 8th Marines will be landed to rein- 
force the garrison November 3rd (local) and that cart of the 5th 
Marine Defense Battalion, 1 BN 147th Infantry, 1 battery FA, 
2 00s 2nd Marine raiders, and 500 A0OKN personnel will be landed 
at the same day. (See Oomsopao 30060? for escorts and co- 

operation by other ^opac and SV/Pac forces). 

The 0.0. LION §1 will oroceed to Sopac and assist in 
formulating recommendations and execution of a srraduated move- 
ment of that LION to the South Pacific. 

The Central Pacific was ouiet. TP 1 continues training 

in the HAY.'AIIAN Area, basin? at PEAftL, TP 11 has been formed 

under Rear Admiral Ramsey and will be ready to proceed South in 
the near future. 

Oincpac 301819 deals with defensive mines. Experience 
to date is not conducive to extension of this method of warfare. 

Three enemy cruisers were sighted well to the westward 
of the ALEUTIANS and were observed on a westerly course. These 
cruisers may have made a sweep into the Bearing Sea. 

Nothing new is reported concerning enemy deployments or 
intentions. 
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October 30th , 

Following the usual morning conference the question of 
sending certain old BBs of TF 1 to the South Pacific was discussed, 
while no decision was reached it was considered feasible to send 
two BBs to onerate either with or without ACVs. If BBs are sent 
the MARYLAND and COLORADO probably will be the first to go. 

The day was extremely quiet in all areas. In the South 
Pacific our forces were refueling, refitting, and reorganizing. 
The enemy is presumed to be doinf? the same. Oomsopac gives a 
summary to the morning of the 30th (local) in his 310534. The 
m Pacific air continued attacks on enemy ships in the SHORTHAND 
and RABAUL areas. Two direct hits are claimed on a probable CA 
in the former place. These attacks are valuable for several 
reasons. Army pilots are trained in navigation and :ombing; re- 
ported _ hits and near misses may inflict important damage; the 
enemy is not permitted to rest secure in the harbors. 

Cincpac 310355 gives views on the employment of submarines 
in the SOLOMONS area. 

Comsopac 310206 pink requests Gom^ensonac to dispatch 
earliest practicable one Army infantry regiment reinforced, less 
one battalion, to GUADALCANAL . 

Due to shipping, the departure of the first combat team 
of the 25th Army Division from 0AHU to the South Pacific is now 
delayed until November 25th, and the second team should leave 
early in December. 

There is no news of enemy major units in the South Pacific. 
Five enemy DDs are scheduled to land reinforcements at GUADALCANAL 
November 2nd (local). Cominch points out that enemy actions may 
well be linked with our national elections due next Tuesday. 
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October 31st 

The Chief of Staff, Hawaiian Department, and TF comman- 
ders at PEARL where present at the morning conference held by 
Admiral Nimitz. 

The story of the loss of the HORNET is told in Comsopac 
011312 pink. The poor torpedo shooting by our DDs is not under- 
stood. Also, as the two enemy and nine own torpedoes failed to 
sink the carrier, there is a suggestion that we should push sal- 
vage measures in the hope of saving wounded ships. Comsopac 
011050 pink gives his estimate of enemy plane losses and a summary 
of own plane losses in the October 26th engagement. We still are 
not fully informed of our own damage on that day. For example, 
it was learned today for the first time that the MAHAN has serious 
damage forward, and the SAN JUAN requires docking. 

Comsopac is now giving his submarines good information of 
enemy movements. This should be beneficial. 

Tomorrow two AKs and one AP will arrive at GUADALCANAL 
with supplies including 8 - 155 mm guns. 

A task group has been sent to intercept 5 enemy DDs ex- 
pected to arrive at GUADALCANAL tomorrow night. 

CTF 62 3109^6 describes the AO LA BAY project. A fighter, 
then a bomber strip will be constructed as soon as possible, 

Comsopac 312126 recommends a reorganization of this force. 
This has to do with the Amphibious Force. 

The landing strip at FUNAFUTI is now 3500 feet long. This 
is a very quick construction job. 

The KINGFISH reports sinking 12,000 tons of enemv ship- 
ping off HONSHU. 

A submarine was reported by a plane 120 miles 3W of CAFTU. 

There are no new enemy developments. 
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November 1st 

General Emmons and the TF commanders present at PEARL 
attended the usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. 
The events of the previous day were reviewed. 

Comsopac 012359 is an operations summarv. Oomgen 1st 
MarDiv 010515 reports the crossing of the MATANIKAU RIVER by 
the 5th Marines. A large force of enemy cruisers and destroyers 
was sighted by our search t)lanes during the afternoon about 
100 miles NE of ISABEL ISLAND. Comsopac estimated that the 
force intended to make a sweep through INDISPENSABLE STRAIT to 
attack our surface forces. TF 65 was ordered to attack but was 
unable to intercept the enemy during the night, and so rejoined 
the transport groun. The transport group had been ordered to 
retire toward ESPIRITU CANTO, in the absence of enemy contacts, 
the landings planned for the 3rd will take place on the 4th (local). 

During the night the FULLER and CON^NCHAK were in col- 
lision. The destroyer has a flooded fireroom and speed reduced 
to 10 knots. She was directed to seek shelter inshore at MALAITA. 
The FULLER damage was slight. 

Commardiv 1 010 501 gives the progress of landing strips 
at GUADALCANAL . 

Cincnac notified Comsopac of the probable use of I-':GiIA7/K 
BAY in the SWALLOW ISLANDS by the enemy during the last enemy 
advance. This information was noted in HI and may have been 
seen by Comsopac. A 

B[ea<K€r 

The SUMNER will complete the survey and have new charts 
ready November 5th. A 

Cincpac 012115 gives views on the press announcements 
regarding the HORNET. 




The sighting of enemy forces to the eastv/ard of the 
SOLOMONS is not good evidence of the resumption of the all out . 
offensive toward the SOLOMONS. As the enemy knew of our moves 
off GUADALCANAL the day before it seems likely that the force 
sighted v/as ordered to make a sweep to the south in order to 
destroy inferior forces. No CVs or BBs were observed within . -r- 
our search area yesterday. V/>- 
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T0XQ8AMA 



5TJ £7 



? UARV 



BGQBXI HM9 

MM 13AHU 
BBSS EAH& 
3ATAVIA !2AiIU 



AmOIT IJARU 

TOG All UAR ' M 



dazous m 
mem uajiu 

AFRICA IJA3T7 

nAnOASAH KAJUJ 
3An0!TI MUtt 



Acroia 
fron 1 

A.£U, 

Arrivi 
PG or 
fbr n 



onreef 3-40°, OCOC Kte. 

"^T*flWtt Oct 51st 



i* Oct. ^Oth 



onroute Yokosuka via 
ialpen Oct. 30th arriving 



Departed 3alp< 
2ruk Hov. 2nd. 

mparts .'<an":o:: for -ruik 
with cargo of 7200 tons 

oporto ^snkok few Kobe 
with 1060 general 

rl&i cargo 3000 t 
Departs 3snleok f o 
with 4000 tons of 
OloruXar Indo Chi 
Arrived Osaka fro 
with 13130 tons v 
Departs ? Sop Ire 
port (Oct* 30 th? ) . 
departs -jftiikok fo 
with 9000 tons of 



of rive* 



*ta Oarikok late Oct. for lot 
0200 tons of rise* 
•ts Beatadk late Oct. for Tokyo 

k tod >ai;;on Oct. 20th for Tokyo 
4000 to:x3 of rice and 3120 to:is 
•al cargo. 

►tod Senkok Oct.? for Yokohama 
0500 tons rice. 

red V.akosjl'-M. vicinity Oct. 30th. 



tot* ? 

olS. ore. 
Ct. T 
7500 toils 

'Cbi I 



a Oct. T 

I 

Isntrj Trin) 



- Kobe Oct.? 

► .so ithseas - 
i South .'eas to 
rith 9700 tons 
oro ::ov.? fron 
ta, Coorahaya. 
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, ^LH?IHE ASEk (Contd) 
DOSE HftHTJ 
KYOKTO E/IHU 
tSTOK ~ HEW 01 
HIP? OK i3AI?U 







7&vt»<i Bagaaakl Oct* 29th for 
v-.acJ.iai. Jar«an - China forry» 
Arrlvad Yokoruka aroa Oct* 30tih. 



Tfcuk vicinity Oct. 26 th. 
Shortland Oct* 30th. 



. 20 lh. 



O <"V> »- 



£10 1, 



Slated In harbor Oct. 29tti 11, SGOO ton clasa ARz, 1, 15000 
ton class A£# Oct. 50 th 1, aO f 2, AC, 2, A/. 

l!ALAY Ap. 



,locl:rV,c 



or 



rt? *0 
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Kiaka • no chance* Occupation _'o^cc ap- 
poara to conaiat of cme infantry rogiiaoat, 
rftini orcou, one naval l&ndirvj force (lla» 
isuru #3) and ;;uard units* 

Troop atron,;t].i 3,000 - 4,000 



Shder the Cth Daac Force, t^aa lalanda 
arc occupied by the Yo&osuka 3 and a 
srsall port of tiie jfokosuka i^G Special 
Landing forces, and the GGnd, 63rd, C4th 
and CGth c urrd Tarcoa. 

Dikin: 

H^.5!8**. rco , , co 

Abexmia r 

C2nd, S3rd f and G4th Guard Forces - 270 

l-illo t 

G2nd 'Juard I'orco - - - - - - toq 

■ - ; ". .. .. 

Lack or ground activity by the Japanese on 
Guadalcanal since tlx> repulse of UtfJlr 
attacks on our linos and a tonpted stove- 
-^t^o^^o^r^i^'orcepnta to -ruadalcanal 

initiative* 

References to ttw facts tliat very few now 
units appeared in radio traffic during 
the past week and that associations v/itia 
convoys MN MM socts to lr^lioate fcliat 



definite t2uat no conclusion could bo dracn. 11 



-a — , 



Captured docuEonto definitely placed the 

anooc iorcos in the 3olaraona» 

TSs© Jtoril Det&chtiont (Is* *"attsa' f ion 1^2.1 * - 
Infantry. 33th I>ivlaion) ahich wcc noted 

w«oa to bo aeooioated iaoro urith do Duna- 
Kokoda area than with Ouadalcanal* 

I!oro or the 2nd Division !ms been ident- 
ified as beinc on Guadalcanal. 

Several landings or reL^opftsraeats on 
Guadalcanal were a tonptod, and ware re* 
puleed and whether or not any fresh 
troop* cot ashore is not asce? tainablo . 

Unite of the Akatauki rare*, the nature 
or which is undetermined, still appear 
at KIM and aro an unperdlctablo factor* 

- (A) 'Obits recently arrived in this area: 

::one. 

(3) Units already in the area and capable 
of reinforcing tho Soloaonaj 

At Babaul: 

17th Amy (lass units in Bow Oulnea 



£0,000 

v-e) 4500 10,000 



ill a on 



(Spread in s tr o n p th *io to uncertainty 
as to whether it is a triangular or a 
£*q"iaro division) 

2 units >f the Akateuki i'orco (I.os. 

£043 end C1C7) ? 

Okaraki Anti-Alrera t »nit (pT»oba'oly 

Sups Bo# 6 Special bp H" 'ce # • 



1136 



In uin-c aist-^hortland* Area: 



recent of 2nd Division) 000 

Oasebo ,; l 6 Ope leal Landing Forco 1,000 

2bkHr£;a !To. Special lOfcvIlng Ftoroe 1,000 

lag . arc© 1.200 i .ooo 

?otal reinforceoenla readily available 00,700 43,000 
(C) TJhita associate! with *hl& area inul- 
fchis area: 

Davao 1st Laxadinc rorce (Aray) | 
15th Division (Ho now information on 

tads unit) 00. OX 

■Hotel possible relnforcenents - - - - - CO, 000 

(This figure not Included In total 
troop strength of thla area}* 

(0) units already on Guadalcanal* Organization Table 

3troncth 

Halts of Seaond Ivislon. 

4 th nerlnent (Infantry) - - 2; 000 

29ta atgtent (Infa. 'zrj) 0,000 

Sod Field Artillery Reciaent - 2,000 

124 th (Xm) Oo laont (Infantry) of 



I' 



r 



>(*) 

of 7th division- ...,oU> 



ft 



- - w 




MMPI 



• :. v _ _ _ . -coo 

roe <<1539 ( v tent v) 2,000 

S -etachnont -------- ? 

- - - - - t 

Sattallon 600 

Units - C170 and C171 Hcataulri . ore© ? 

..a: lya fegfcai * OCN - 170 

Bevy Special Lan-dln . "sreosj 

Sure :.'o. o • ljCOO 

■ ; . Lzuru -J« 4 ----------- 1,000 

loners (:;otsuei) - - - • (l.. :00) 

10,370 Plus 

Lass ©Swiaaatecl lor as - - - -- -- - 7 . 000 Xos 

?roop strength - , 
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) Oarrlaona in BiomrJ^Soloaons Aroa, 



lam Britain 

axnta - -- -- -- -- - — - - - 50 

4,000 

— m 

taohsaento at Pondo an»\ on th© 
iJillanaas Peninsula* 

Total m • 4,100 - 4200 

!*ew Ireland 

Bftvieeg ooo 

~anaindcr of island and nearby lala n dB 
protected by spall patrols and d»» 
taohnonts. 



malmllle 

( ■ •-' :a ) - - - - -- -- -- -- -- 1,000 

( . d ui ) COO 

{-iota) 100 

/ • \ _ _ _ __________ T • S n 



Stew Georgia 

(Vial Harbor) 200 

IHiaftm island) 50 

ffificMion V ;ora~e ) SO 

(Irinsala) - 

(OlEO) - 



Halaita (saftll dotaohnonts totalling). 100 

Husso-ll Island 50 

^LtuT^f^dnt) ----------- 150 

(Vikanara Point) 100 

(Rolsata Bay) «»«»*»«»«»«»•»■»«••- IC/O 

Total Garrison Troop n 9,100 to 0,200 

( Totals oT D and V) - ~ » 21,100 to 21,200 

Total troops in 31«raarcka - 



5 50,000 to 70,200 



li ... ::::: ::. 

JHA-Oooa»r^>ko<Ia area, rroopa aero ore 
the 21at Indapenuon^ Jrigads conulatinr; 
of two Infantry r_£i-»n ta 144th and <Cla t, 
one on-i.noor rer-:I:aeut (15th). cavalry. 



MM Bu 



"V 



Liuna &roa« 



Inf. 3Dth Oiv) is ap arantly bound hero, 

?otal troops 1*000 

Lae - Wart&am Valley 2,000 3,000 

;XtL>0 — —_-__ — - - - - — — — - 1,000 

Oalarwia - JBua/. Ivor - - - - - - 2,000 

Ferguson Island (Saaebo 09 .1. .)---- COO 

Total troops m 11,000 - 32 ,000 

Total troopa *:: '.ouU; --------- - TO, 300 to DC, 200 

Poacl lo Tteintorconents - - — — - - - 20. OOP 

TOTAL OC,000 to 107,000 

y. :: . >/ . • .; . , . 

Uavy special Landing Forces (About 1000 nan oach)* 
"we ;o-----»» — - -- -- -- -- - Ineffective duo to 

fit': 'J • ---------------- : _. leu lal 

-._>•.. 3 - - - - ~~ c'jarJ. 

Saicura #3 - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- — .io',za. 

Xlairuru ,.'4 ---- - — - — - - — - - - Guadalcanal 

Sasebo „5 - - - - * <*• • - Duna area, Ferguson 

Island* 

_ _ _ ______ 



Oaaebo „"C 
:>s3obo . 8 



-( 



Port at JXxin and 
port In Gilbert a 
3uln 
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Array unites 

17 v.* i — v /""*•" — ri , , _ 



I 

.n at — — - - 



ruadal canal, Buna- 

lokoda 



2nd (Scnclal or ')'.:!} ------------- Guadalcanal 

^tS*^^ 6 * 2 ^ 8 Guadalcanal 

c: 2 'inly r/yytS«»t^ - III" «*H*u3alcaml (?) 

< ^3aloi*«> " T ~ * — naboul ' 

— - Phillip in© » por- 

13 Uh haps part at 

(Oka) Infantry Rociarat Guadalcanal 

30 th 

lat (2orI) Sa-.taOlon, 220th Infantry 

;jjaont — — « — — — — — — —- — — - - — — cpuicora In 

1c :£r-2:5 aroa 

DetaofeaantE (of varyl:ic sisoc) 

Aoba Daxtallon Guadalea:>al 

Almtoukl For co 

Cottsmiirv; 0121 cor — — — — — — — — - - — - — nabaul 



:v 



UUJLu ..U* di/VUi — — — — — — — — —— —— — — — — jsi 

Unit Ho* -243 — -— — - — — — - — -— — — — — njg 

Unit St>» 6107 - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - *tct>aul 

5n.lt Vol Q271 - - «. "ll-onal 

"Unit 2o, C172 - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - shortlanda araa 

Ioa/a :>rce 

:o . I:;.-- .2.'\21 

oil.- ^ • j 9 Ju^'v.' l « i / — — — — — — — — — — — — i • . .' '.f. 

luLtarrara x»co - -- -- -- -- -- -- -- - ntn.dalcsr.al 

^avao 21rov Landlnc f'orca — — — — — — — — — — ?&la© 

'aldLyc ' ■. ------------- • i^ic^u! 

L r o. 1 Yohu 3ri£ade - - - . Hafcaul 

2-.j:2:L . 2:1- . 2. 'i .. . - r^iip. 
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ESTIMATE OF EHEKY CAPABILITIES 

1 . Brief of Events during; October, 1942 . 

SOUTH PACIFIC . (All dates Hawaiian Time) 

On October 1 it was estimated that 3 enemy GVs 
and 4-6 BBs plus cruisers and DDs were operating in the TRUK - 
RABAUL area. FUNAFUTI was occupied by us on that day. Admiral 
Nimitz and certain members of his staff returned to PEARL from 
an inspection of the South Pacific on the 4th. TF 17 carrier 
planes raided the BUIN - FAI5I area on the 5th. Damage to 
enemy was only moderate because of extremely bad weather in 
the target area, but we suffered no losses. On the night of 
10-llth TF 64.2 Intercepted an enemy force off SAVO ISLAND. 
Damage inflicted seems to be - 1 cruiser sunk, 3 cruisers bad- 
ly damaged or sunk, 4 DDs probably sunk. We lost the DUNCAN; 
the BOISE was badly damaged; and some other ships involved were 
slightly damaged. On October 12th one army regiment arrived to 
reinforce GUADALCANAL garrison. On the 13th large forces were 
sighted east of the SOLOMONS approaching GUADALCANAL. No strik- 
ing force engagement resulted, but during the next day six APs 
landing troops on the NW coast of GUADALCANAL were attacked by 
our planes setting three on fire so badly that they had to be 
beached. On the 15th the enemy was estimated to have the fol- 
lowing combatant ships in the general RABAUL - SOLOMONS area: 
6 B3, 3 CV, 7 CA, 7 CL, about 30 DDs. On the 16th the McFARLAND 
at GUADALCANAL was severely damaged by a bomb hit. The VIREO, 
towing a PAB barge load of avgas to GUADALCANAL, and escorted 
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by the MEREDITH, was abandoned due to fear of an air attack. 
The VIREO crew cut the tow adrift and embarked In the MEREDITH . 
Sometime thereafter, the MEREDITH was lost in an ai r attack. 
The VIREO and barge were salvaged. On the 17th the SAN JUAN 
and PORTLAND raided a Jap patrol line south of the GILBERTS. 
On the 18th Vice Admiral Halsey relieved Vice Admiral Ghormley 
as Com3opac. The CHESTER was torpedoed south of SAN CRISTOBAL 
on the 19th. Also on that day the O'BRIEN, enroute to PEARL 
for repairs, broke In two and sank. On the 21st three DDs 
raided the enemy patrol line south of the GILBERTS. TFs 16 
and 17 joined up as TP 61 on the 22nd. On the 23rd a major 
move of the enemy toward the southern SOLOI'.ONS was discovered. 
The next day the forces were within our search. The SEMINOLE 
at TULAGI v/as sunk by gunfire. On the 25th air contact was 
made between the approaching enemy and TP 61. In the air duel 
which followed damage inflicted Is estimated as: 2 CV, 1 BB, 
several cruisers and destroyers damaged. (Later reports indi- 
cate fair chance of 1 large CV being sunk.) Our damage was: 
HORNET lost, PORTER lost; SOUTH DAKOTA and ENTERPRISE damaged; 
several other vessels slightly damaged. The enemy is believed 
to have lost twice as many planes as we: 130 to 65. After 
this battle both sides retired to fuel and reorganize. 



from Submarines Pacific to the South Pacific. These, plus 
12 from SW Pacific, were placed under CTP 42 who in turn v/as 
placed under Comsopac for operational control. 



On October 20th It v/as decided to send 12 submarines 



During the month the enemy continued to land reinforce- 
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ments on GUADALCANAL; make air raids on our positions there; 
shell our airfield; and several tirae3 attempted to penetrate 
our positions. The brines did a splendid job of repulsing all 
attacks and keeping the position and airfield intact. Marine 
pilots and own submarines inflicted severe attrition losses on 
the enemy in the SOLOMONS area. SW Pacific planes were of as- 
sistance in scouting and damaging enemy shipping. Toward the 
end of the month these activities plus our surface action had 
greatly reduced the surface activity in the vicinity of GUADAL- 
CANAL. But in spite of this the enemy has established, and been 
able to support in some degree, a strong force on the island. 
Our difficulties in providing logistic supply to the GUADALCANAL 
area continued throughout the month. We have been able tempo- 
rarily to control the sea off GUADALCANAL. Our control of the 
air there has been temporary. Enemy submarines were extremely 
active along our supply line to the southern SOLOMONS. 

As the month ended there was no indication that the 
enemy had abandoned plans to recapture GUADALCANAL. 
NEW GUINEA . 

The Jap offensive ever the STANLEY MOUNTAINS toward 
PT. MORESBY was stopped only when the advance had reached within 
a few miles of the northernmost PT. MORESBY airfield. During 
the month this offensive has been beaten back slowly and at 
the end of the month allied troops had recaptured KOKODA and 
were advancing toward BUNA . Some American troops have been 
transported to the battle area by air. 

After repulsing a Jap landing in the MILNE BAY area, 
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the allied forces on the eastern tip of NEW GUINEA and adjacent 
islands have been engaged in mopping up small enemy detachments. 

Several small enemy landings have been made during the 
month on northeastern NEW GUINEA but at no point have new im- 
portant positions been established. 

CENTRAL PACIFIC . 

The area was generally quiet during the month. Our 
submarine successes on patrol in Japanese home waters continued. 
During the month 12 fleet submarines were ordered to the South 
Pacific to operate under Comsopac. The Army was ordered to 
transfer the 25th Division from the Hawaiian area to the South 
or SW Pacific. The Army Hawaiian Air transferred 24 heavy bomb- 
ers and 50 fighters to the South Pacific. 

NORTH PACIFIC . 

In the ALEUTIANS the major activity was bombing of KISKA 
by Army planes from ADAK. While some success v/as achieved, the 
Japs were not forced to abandon KISKA, nor were our submarines 
able to find many targets. The^did .however ( abandon ATTU and 
AGATTU. Some pressure was brought on Cincpac to use BBs to 
bombard KIS&&.. Authority to reduce the cruisers in TP 8 to 
two - the RALEIGH and DETROIT - v/as approved by Cominch. The 
garrison at ST. PAUL was established. 

At the end of the month the Japs hold KISKA but their 
position is believed to be almost untenable. Our positions 
seem reasonably secure with fairly sizeable garrisons. 

2 . The Situation . 

(a) Enemy . Since the middle of August the Japs have 
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been assembling troops and ships in the general RABAUL area. 
During the last days of Octo )er they were turned back, tempo- 
rarily at least, in what appeared to be another start of an all 
out offensive in the South Pacific. 

There is good reason to believe that the enemy will con- 
tinue the attemnt to recapture the Southern 3CL0P0NS, and if 
successful, will try to extend his control along the island chain 
to NEW CALEDONIA. Also, he nay be expected to attempt to capture 
the remainder of NEW GUINEA. 

Our continued pressure in the SOLOMONS area by all 
forces has caused the enemy losses and delays, but in spite of 
that he may consider himself in a favorable position. Our 
pressure also has the effect of forcing him to a maximum effort 
in the South Pacific and thus prevents him from undertaking any 
sizeable operations elsewhere. 

An estimate of enemy strength as of November 2nd is 
appended. 

(b) Own . TF 1 continues at PnARL for the purpose of 
opposing attempted enemy landings in the Hawaiian area. TP 11 
is at PEARL, and will be ready to depart for the South Pacific 
about the middle of the month when torpedo damage repairs to 
the SARATOGA and NORTH CAROLINA are completed. TF 17 has been 
broken up due to the loss of the HORNET and damage to the SOUTH 
DAKOTA. TF 16 is not fit for battle as a CV striking force 
until the battle damage to the ENTERPRISE is repaired. The WASH- 
INGTON, undamaged cruisers and destroyers, and land based air 
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in the 'South Pacific are available to keep the lines of communica- 
tions open to the GUADALCANAL aree , and to intercept the enemy 
approaching that area. We have 2k submarines available for opera- 
tions in the 3outh Pacific under Admiral Halsey. 

Our air strength in the 3outh Pacific is not adequate 
to meet completely all demands. We can, however, provide an 
adequate search and can defend the GUADALCANAL air field. We are 
unable to count on the Army pilots to find and severely damage 
the enemy. Improvement in the air situation is to be expected 
as times goes on. When adequate numbers of planes in the area 
becomes a fact and when the GUADALCANAL airfield is ready in all 
respects for all-weather operations, and when supporting fields 
are constructed, the situation may permit the resumption of the 
offensive. 

Most of the Marines in the GUADALCANAL area are tired 
and renuire relief as soon as possible so that they can rest, 
reorganize, and reequip. The present strength (November 1st) at 
GUADALCANAL will not permit an offensive to wipe out the enemy 
on the island, but this may be possible after the arrival of re- 
placements and reinforcements of about 14000 troops by about the 
10th, - making a total of around 35000 on the island. There are 
several movements of troops toward the 3outh Pacific in the offing 
but as troops arriving are needed for offensive, adequate relief 
for tired troops does not seem probable during November. 

The logistic problem in the South Pacific continues to 
be cause for serious concern. Movements of fuel, food, and 
equipment to the GUADALCANAL area are extremely difficult and 
are undertaken with considerable risk. Handling facilities at 
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all South Pacific ports and beaches are far short of require- 
ments. Small fast freighters to run supplies to CACTUS from 
BUTTON do not exist; therefore large and valuable combat loaded 
freighters have to be employed. 

While our situation in the southern SOLOMONS is far from 
satisfactory, it is far from hopeless. It is critical, but the 
determination, efficiency, and morale of our people there is so 
fine that even the most pessimistic critics must concede that 
we will win out in the end. 

The OAHU - MIDWAY - FIJI line is still vulnerable to 
raids, but no probability of serious landing attempts is seen. 

The ALWPIAN situation should pive but little concern 
during November. 

3 . Broad Courses of Action. 

Overwhelming evidence continues to point to but one 
broad course of action at this time, i. e. to cut us off from 
AUSTRALIA and then capture or neutralize that continent. How- 
ever, in spite of this belief, it is necessary to list and brief- 
ly to discuss other feasible courses. 

If the enemy continues present large concentrations in 
the TiiUK - RA3AUL - SOLOMONS area he will be unable to strike 
in force elsewhere. But the enemy has the capacity to make minor 
raids elsewhere in the Pacific and still retain superiority in 
the active area. 

Assuming that major forces are moved to another theatre 
during November, the following courses of action are within 
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enemy capabilities: 

(a) An attempt to capture MID7/AY. 

Always a suitable target, but in view of the bitter 
experience in June, the enemy will be unlikely to make such 
an attempt unless under more favorable circumstances, i.e. 
assured absence of, or after defeat of, our striking forces, 
plus security in the South. It seems most improbable that 
the enemy can assemble necessary forces and arrive off MID- 
WAY during November. Nevertheless, major enemy forces are 
unreported since October 26th. It is thus physically pos- 
sible for the following to be at KID'.'/AY on about November 
seventh - at least 6 B3 and 3 QV, with supporting cruisers 
and destroyers - escorting and covering a major landing 
force. 

(b) An attack on V, r e stern AUSTRALIA. 

The enemy can shift his strength to the westward and 
to jump off from the NEI toward N.V AUSTRALIA. This might 
happen if the enemy found losses to© great in the SOLOMONS 
to be acceptable. Such a course seems most improbable. 

(c) Raids on our positions from MIDWAY to NOUMEA. 

The advantages which might accrue include: damage 
to our positions and installations of such magnitude as to 
disrupt temporarily our lines of supply to the South Pacific; 
and, to force a diversion which would relieve our pressure 
on the SOLOMONS and thus delay seriously our offensive. 
Raids on points near the active area are quite pos- 
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sible, but as the distance from RABAUL increases the proba- 
bility of raids decreases. 

(d) An extension in the ALEUTIANS. 

Considered most improbable because (l) coming bad 
weather; (2) merely holding KI3KA may require all available 
resources; (3) the enemy is aware of our ADAK position. 

(e) An offensive toward INDIA. 

No doubt this is an ultimate aim of the Japanese. 
It cannot take place (with naval support) until the Pacific 
flank is secure. Therefore, we can dismiss this course 
for the month of November . 

(f) An attack on RUSSIA. 

The stiffened Russian defense, especially at STALIN- 
GRAD, must have caused repercussions in JAPAN. We do not 
think that JAPAN will attack RUSSIA until a German victory- 
over RUSSIA In EUROPE is a sure thing. And even then there 
is no assurance of such an attack. 
4. I ort Probable Enemy Intention . 

For the month of November we conclude that the most prob- 
aole move continues to be the recapture of the Southern SOLOMONS, 
and the extension of control in NEW GUINEA. 

It is now definite that the enemy suffered heavy attri- 
tion losses during October, and considerable damage to strik- 
ing forces on October 25th. Thus, they could not continue what 
seems to have been the start of a grand scale attack on GUADAL- 
CANAL. On the 1st of November the striking forces are to the 
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northward of our search. Some major enemy units will have to 
retire for repair and will be out of action during the month. 
Enemy plane losses in October were excessive. 

v /hile the enemy may still retain the balance of sea 
power in the SOLOMONS area, the margin seems too small to risk 
a grand offensive. It is considered more probable that the 
enemy will - for November - be content to: 

(a) strengthen positions and continue fighting on shore 
at GUADALCANAL and NE7J GUINEA. 

(b) Hake air attacks on our positions and shipping in 
the SOLOMONS, NEY7 GUINEA, and that part of AUSTRALIA in 
reach. 

(c) Attack our communications to the SOLOMONS with 
submarines and surface vessels. 

(d) Shell our shore positions in the SOLOMONS. 

(e) Possibly raid,, our position at SSPIHITU SANTO. 
These operations will be along the lines discussed in 

last month's estimate, - remembering that the capacity of the 
enemy to conduct such operations has been reduced by October 
losses. The remark applies to the operations listed in para- 
graph 7 of the October Estimate. 



-10- 
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November 2nd. 

Lieut. General Holcorab, USMC, was present at the usual 
morning conference. 

Sopac operations are in his 030130. Unloading of our AKs 
in the TULAOI- GUADALCANAL area proceeded during the day without 
serious interruptions. As noted yesterday, the landing of the 
8thMarines and the ACCRN group is now planned for the 4th (local). 
During the night the enemy succeeded in landing a -f er i - r number - of -So t>s 
troops in the vicinity of KOLI, GUADALCANAL . 

The PLTTTTGEH reported two hits on an enemy CL in INDI3PENSI- 
BL3 STRAIT . 

The STJHNER has been ordered to survey FUNAFUTI. At that 
place four PTs arrived for duty there. 

The Central and North Pacific Areas were nuiet. 

There is no new information regarding enemy deployments 
or intentions. 

Cominch 021618 pink is an explanation of the rolease of 
the news of the HORNET sinking. ^ 




November 3rd . 

Lieut. General Tlolcomb, TJSMC, Lieut, General Emmons, USA, 
Major General Lutes, USA, and TF commanders were present at the 
usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. Captain McFall 
told of the HORNET engagement on October 25th. 

The operations in the Sopac are reported in Oomsopac 
040146. The transport group arrived at GUADALCANAL without meet- 
ing opposition and commenced unloading. (CTF 65 040725 and CTF 62 
040235). The I-Iarines were moving troops to deal with the enemy 
landing made near KOLI yesterday and are holding the line to the 
west of our position. 

CTF 61 040235 pink gives information on the enemy line-up 
for the battle of October 25th. 

The general situation at GUADALCANAL is not unfavorable. 
We have had no real interruption in providing logistic support 
and sending in reinforcements. Apparently the enemy knows exactly 
what we are doing but is unable to do much about it. Planes 



(Continued on next page) 
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November 3rd. (Continued) 



re-ported approaching in the past two days are not reported as 
having arrived. It is hoped that our escorts arriving with the 
transnorts and freighters will shell the enemy positions as 
often as possiole. The situation will not always permit this, 
out whenever done it helps our Marines. 

ARD-2 arrived at NOUMEA. 

Both the CHESTER and SAN JUAN are being sent to SYDNEY 
for repairs. 

It now appears that the GOOLIDGE cannot be salvaged, but 
a properly equipped expedition can salvage much of the cargo. 

General Marshall has ordered General Emmons to move 
immediately to AUSTRALIA for permanent assignment 15 replacement 
B-24s with 17 combat crews. 

Cincpac 030015 pink: deals with increase of effectiveness 
of defense at G AN TON. 

The WHALE has completed the first Pac Fleet offensive 
mining mission by making a plant of contact mines in the eastern 
part of "Til ^niDO. That sub also reports five torpedo hits in 
four freighters . 

It seems probable that YP 345 foundered in the vicinity 
of LAYS ATT ISLAND. 



There are some indications that the enemy will attempt to 
resume his all out attack on GUADALCANAL in the near future. We 
believe that he has superior sea power in the area, but may not , 
know it . ' 
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November 4th . 



ft/*- 



At his norninfl; conference, which was attended by General 
Holcomb and TF commanders at PEARL j Admiral Mailt z read extracts 
from a letter written by Admiral Halsey on October 31st. The 
following were high points: (a) The day before the battle of 
October 25th, the ENTERPRISE had operational losses which amounted 
to 12 planes; (b) fighter control during the battle was not too 
good; (c) heavy damage is believed inflicted on the enemy during 
the battle - maybe a GV was stink; (d) the POUTER was lost due to 
a battle freak - hit by a broaching circling enemy torpedo; (e) 
an enemy plane landed on the forecastle of the SMITH causing an 
enormous fire but the shin kent right on fiphting; (f) while en- 
route NOUMEA the MAHAN collided with the SOUTH DAKOTA; (g) the 
SOUTH DAKOTA is not seriously damaged, but may have to return to 
PEARL because of collision damage; (h) Admiral Halsey will not kee 
CVs and 3Bs at sea continuously in submarine infested waters; (i) 
logistics in the South Pacific is a headache. 



The day in the Gouth Pacific was generally quiet. We 
were engaged in reinforcing our SOLOMONS positions and the enemy 
was thought to be reorganizing for another southward push. Comso- 
pac 050524 is a summary to the evening of the 4th (local). During 
the nip;ht two enemy shins were reported in the vicinity of CAPE 
*EF!PERANCE . Comsopac has requested the NEW ZEALAND authorities to 
provide NEW ZEALAND troops for the replacement of one U. S. in- 
fantry battalion and regimental headnuarters at TONGATABCT. This 
is in addition to NSW ZEALAND troops previously requested. Trans- 
portation could be available at WELLINGTON on November 18th. 

It seems indicated that the loss of the GOOLIDOE was due 
to negligence and disobedience of orders on the part of the Master 
of that vessel. Comsopac is investigating. 

There was a nossiole sub contact 10 miles south of KOKO 

HEAD. 

The 3-31 reports sinking 1 large CM off PARA1T3JIIR0 - 
again demonstrating that S-boats skillfully handled can inflict 
important damage on the enemy. 

A nightly dispersal from the anchorage in the BUIN-FAI3I 
area is reported. A photograph shows a GV at RAT3AUL on the after- 
noon of the 5th (local). There are no further indications of 
major enemy moves. 

The following is a summary of damage inflicted by car- 
riers of TF 61 on October 25th, as reported by GTF 6l: 

SHOKAXTJ Glass GV - 2 - 500/' bomb hits 
2nd Do - 4 to 6 lOOOff bomb hits 



(Continued on next nage) 
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Novenber 4th . 



( Continued) 



KONGO Class B3 
Unidentified CI 
ATAGO Class CA 

TONE Glass CA 

2nd Do 
MA CHI Class CA 



2 - 1000# bomb hits 
1 - 500/f bomb hit 

1 - possible torpedo hit 
1 - possible 500? bomb hit 
5 - 500# bomb hits 
U - 1000# bomb hits 

3 - torpedo hits 



Planes destroyed: 
Certain 67; probable 23, total 90. 

There is still doubt as to the source of the "Dress re- 
lease concerning the HORNET. 
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November 5th . 

Oomsopac 052358 is a summary of operations in that area 
to the 5th local. As there is increasing delay in receiving 
action and battle reports from Admiral Halsey he was requested 
to pass these along promptly in addition to his daily summary. 
Communication facilities available to Admiral Halsey are not 
good but constant effort for improvement is being made. 

The day was quiet, so far a3 is known. A flight of 
enemy planes reported heading for OTTADALCANAL is unreported. A 
enemy group of 1 cruiser and 16 DDs was sighted heading toward 
the SEtORTIAND area during the day by search planes. One XCV, 
4 DD, several smaller combatant craft, and 31 raaru type were 
reported at RABATTL. 



There is urgent need for 3000 men 
in the South Pacific Area. 



m or bf 



alanced ratings 



Two enemy shins, thought DDs, were renorted about 10 
miles north of our position at GUADALCANAL. 

Unloading of all APs in the GUADALCANAL area was com- 
pleted by early morning of the 6th (local). Further movements 
of troops and supnlies to the area are underway. 

The 0ONXHGHAM is beinp- matched by the NAVAJO at KALAITA 
and should leave for TSrpifilTU SANTO in the next day or so. 

Gominch (0 51524 pink) is disturbed about the multiplica- 
tion of special commands in the Sopac area and desires Admiral 
Nimitz fee discuss the matter with him at the next meeting. 

At the request of Oomsopac the STJKWISK will report to 
him for survey duty - probably at 3FPIRITU SANTO. 

Oomsopac assumes that the 3rd Raider Battalion will be 
ready for duty assigned on December 1st. 

The Central Pacific and North Pacific areas were quiet. 
In the ALTRJTIAN.G CTF 8 reports that weather conditions have 
become so severe that fueling at sea is now rarely possible. 



There are no new enemy developments. 
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Novenber 6th. ■2^J&**j£> 

General Emmons and the usual Task Force Commanders were 
present at the morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. The 
general situation in the Pacific Ocean Areas was reviewed. 

During the late afternoon planes from GUADALCANAL attack- 
ed an enemy force of 1 CL and 10 DDs discovered approaching GUADAL- 
CANAL about 60 miles northeast of ISABEL ISLAND and obtained 2 
torpedo hits and one 1000# bomb hit on the CL, 1 torpedo hit on 
a DD, and shot down 12 enemy planes. Our losses viere four F4F4s 
and three pilots. It is indicated that enemy ships had on board 
a relief force to be landed near TA S SAFAR ONGA POINT. 

The MA J ABA was torpedoed while discharging cargo in the 
vicinity of LUNGA POINT, and was beached. All ammunition had been 
landed. Eye witnesses believe a midget or very small enemy sub 
was responsible. 

Comsopac 070150 gives operations to the morning of the 
6th (local ) . 

Comsopac 061345 Is comment on Cominch message regarding 
the multiplication of base commands In his area. 

During the day Comsopac reorganized two major task forces. 
TF 16 under Rear Admiral Kinkaid is the new CV force and TF 65 
under Rear Admiral Callaghan Is the new cruiser force. 

Vice Opnav 062139 gives the loading of Seebees, etc., 
in the KT. VERNON and JUPITER for NOUMEA to arrive early in 
December, and the plans for sailing the COALMINE movement and 
ACORNS 3 and 4 for Sopac . 

The 147th Infantry less two battalions is scheduled to 
arrive at A OLA BAY from TONGA TABU during the last half of Novem- 
ber. Vfhen this outfit arrives there will be over 2000 Army troops 
at A OLA BAY. 

A submarine was reported off the North Coast of CALIFOR- 
NIA. 

Present indications are that the planting of minefields 
at ADAK will be completed tomorrow. Photographs indicate minor 
enemy activity at ATTU. 

The enemy continues to reinforce and supply troops at 
GUADALCANAL, It may well be that when the number of troops landed 
la considered sufficient, the enemy will make a coordinated at- 
tack on our positions, employing surface ships, air, and ground ~\/ 
troops to the limit of their resources In the general area. \+ 



November 7th. 

At 1730 local a force of 4 GL's and 5 DD's was sighted 
about 125 miles north of GUADALCANAL and apparently headed^for 
that place. Last night and again the night before PT boats off 
GUADALCANAL report hitting enemy DD's. Comsopac 080101 summarizes 
operations in his area to the afternoon of the 7th local. A 2- 
man sub is claimed sunk by a plane off CAPE ESPERANCE. This may 
be the sub that hit the MAJABA off LUNGA. Rear Admiral Turner 
will command TP 67 and expects to land reinforcements at GUADAL- 
CANAL on the 12th local. This move involves one Army regiment, 
one Marine aviation engineer battalion, and 2000 Marine replace- 
ments — a total of about 6000 men. Two companies of Marine" 2nd 
Raider Battalion were landed at A OLA BAY during the day. Good 
progress is being made on the airfields at GUADALCANAL, and the 
tank farm for avgas there should be unloaded in the near future. 

Comamphibf orsopac 072358 deals with enemy troops at 
GUADALCANAL as learned from captured documents. 

Comsopac 290251 gives plans for air base commands in 

his area. 

There is some evidence of mining off LUNGA and the 
H0VEY has been ordered to sweep the area on the 10th (local). 
She will also deliver a deck load of avgas to add to the meagre 
supply. 

In the Central Pacific the only activity above routine 
is the search for a PEY5A down off JOHNSTON and a B-24 down en- 
route OAHU to CANTON. 

Seven float VP were sighted at HOLTZ BAY, ATTU, 
yesterday. This is not taken as a resumption of enemy activi- 
ty there. Enemy subs continue small activity in the central 
Aleutians. There are indications of some personnel trouble 
with merchant vessels in ALASKA which is being investigated. 

The GRAYLING reports getting two torpedo hits in a 
CHIYODA class AV off TRUK. 

There is nothing new concerning enemy deployments or 
intentions. It continues almost certain that main enemy interest 
is in the Southern SOLOMONS. , - 
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■ secret ■ 

November 8th 

At the usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz, 
and attended today by General Emmons and TF Commanders, Rear 
Admiral 'Murray, who was recently OTF 17, told of his activities 
in October - especially on the 5th and 25th. The poor performance 
of our DD torpedoes was commented on and is a matter of serious 
concern. Admiral Nimitz congratulated Admiral Hurray for the 
fine work: done by TF 17. 

The day in the South Pacific was quiet. Oorisopac 090126 
is the operations summary. Admiral Scott comments on the present 
employment of the ATLANTA in his 080020. Also, he points to a 
disadvantage in the emDloyment of PTs north of GUADALCANAL . The 
EDGAR ALLEN P0E is reported to have been torpedoed south of 
NOUMEA. 001130^0903^7 gives further details on the condition of 
the ENTERPRISE. Vice Admiral TTalsey has closed his administra- 
tive office at AUCKLAND and is consolidating his staff at NOUMEA. 

The RALEIGH made a sweep along the reported position 
of an enemy patrol line south of the GILBERTS with negative re- 
sults. • 

There is strong indication of a p;rand scale' offensive 
aimed at GUADALCANAL to be undertaken by the enemy in the very 
near future. 

The following is an estimate of the maximum enemy sur- 
face combatant force that can be eraDloyed in the SOLOMON area for 
the offensive in the next week: 

4 BB, 2 CV, 5 CA, 6 CL, 21 DD. 

It must be noted that some of these units may have some damage. 

Our surface force available to opnose that offensive 

is : 

2 BB (one damaged), 1 CV (damaged), 4 CA, 4 CL, 
33 LD (some required for escort). 

Cominch 081505 nink and Cincpac 082145 t>ink deals with 
the employment of the ILLUSTRIOUS in the Pacific' Fleet . 

Cincpac 092107 oink gives an estimate of enemy inten- 
tions in the SOLOMONS. r**G< 
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SECRET - 

November 9th , 

At the usual morning conference Rear Admiral Mason told 
of the attack on the HORNET which resulted in her loss. 



C oris OT)ac 100316 ^s the operations summary for that area. 

da*»s hate succeeded in surrounding a Jap force of undetermined 
size in the vicinity of TETERE. "(Comgen 1st Marines 092359). 
A group of 5 DD's was sighted and attacked by the evening air 
search just off the northeast coast of NEW GEORGIA and these 
ships arrived in the vicinity of GAPE ESPERANCE at 2230 (local). 
The ATLANTA group will arrive at GUADALCANAL tomorrow, and Rear 
Admiral Turner's group of reinforcements are scheduled to arrive 
the day after. His support group is preceding the AP's and is 
due to arrive one hour before midnight. The SOUTHARD reports the 
probable sinking of a Jap sub between SAN CRISTOBAL and GUADAL- 
CANAL. The FLETCHER reports a possible sub contact to the east 
of SAN CRISTOBAL. 

General MacArthur will comply with the request of Com- 
sopac for maximum air effort against shipping in the BUIN-FAISI- 
T ON OLE I area during the period 11-14 November (local) inclusive. 
Today at least 61 ships were reported by a coast watcher in that 
area including six cruisers and 33 DD's. Another coast watcher 
report from that area states four probable BB's there. 

Comso-oac has requested that eight P-38's be flown from 
AUSTRALIA to GUADALCANAL at once. 

During the day subs were reported sighted off SAN PEDRO 
and near DUTCH HARBOR. CTF 8 reports the A DAK mining project 
completed in his 092045. 

It is generally believed that Zed day for the landing 
of enemy Army troops on GUADALCANAL is November 13th local. This ■ 
is expected to be a major effort to recapture GUADALCANAL. TF 61 
has been put on one hours sailing notice at NOUMEA, but If the 
attack starts as believedjlt will have to get underway at once ^ 
to intercept. q 







o 
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- SECRET ' 



November 10th . 

Sopac operations through the 10th local are in Comsopao 
110251. Comsopac 102102 ordered TF 16 to sortie at 10 a.m. today 
from NOUMEA and proceed toward GUADALCANAL . Two air attacks were 
made by the enemy this morning. The enemy lost a total of 5 zeros 
and 8 bombers out of 17 zeros and 35 bombers attacking. We t lost 
7 F4F4 and five pilots. The ZEILIN was damaged by three near mis- 
ses in the first attack but was able to start for ESPIRITU SANTO. 
No other damage was reported, Comgen 1st Mardiv 102156 reports 
ground activities and the air strike on 5 DDs 210 miles north of 
GUADALCANAL on the evening of the 10th (local). Just before mid- 
night Rear Admiral Callaghan's force arrived off the Marine posi- 
tion and continued to the westward of GUADALCANAL without making 
enemy contacts. The APs under Rear Admiral Turner are due at 
GUADALCANAL at dawn tomorrow. TF 67 approaching GUADALCANAL has 
been sighted and reported by enemy search planes. 

Comsopao has ordered three of his subs to the vicinity 
of a point 75 miles northeast of ISABEL ISLAND. 

TF 66 has been formed as an escort force. CTF 66 will be 
the administrative type commander for destroyers, South Pacific. 

Comsopac 110954 believes that two weeks training for a 
British CV will suffice if we use our own aircraft, bombs, key 
personnel, etc. 

The 9th Defense Battalion which arrived at NOUMEA today 
has been assigned to TF 62 for duty at GUADALCANAL. 

Enemy submarines continue active in the SOLOMONS area. 
One was reported 15 miles east of LUNGA POINT, 

Cominch has approved the reorganization of the Sopac Mar- 
ines as outlined in Comsopac 312126. 

The SEAW0LF reported sighting a large CV and 2 DD depart- 
ing from PALAU for the South during the late afternoon, 

CTF 8 reports an air attack on enemy planes at ATTU and 
a minor air attack at KISKA, There are indications of renewed 
enemy activity in that area. This may be in the nature of a diver- 
sion. ATTU is mentioned and minor activity reported by sub recon- 
naissance on AMCHITKA. 

If our reading of the mail is correct, today Is Z minus 
2 day and the striking forces v/ill attack GUADALCANAL tomorrow. 
There are no indications of raids or other major enemy activities 
In the Pacific except as noted above in the ALEUTIANS , 

As a result of our landing in North Africa on the 7th, 
Vichy France broke diplomatic relations with us at 1930 on November 



8th. 
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■ O EOR Eg - 
November 11th 

General Emmons and TF commanders at PEARL attended the 
usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. 

Comsopac 120059 Is the operations summary for that area. 
The good news of the day is that 20 to 2 5 enemy torpedo bombers 
escorted by 8 zeros were shot down by our planes and AA when 
they attacked our shipping off GUADALCANAL, Rear Admiral Turner* s 
force arrived as scheduled and was attacked in the early afternoon. 
Other flights were reported coming in but it is not reported whe- 
ther or not they arrived. Rear Admiral Callaghan's force made two 
sweeps to the westward then took a covering position to the west- 
ward of SAVO, The APs and AKs were expected to retire from the 
area during the night of the 12th (local). 

Our search planes reported the following enemy forces 
during the day: 2 3B or CA, 1 cruiser, 6 DD, 270 miles northeast 
of ISABEL ISLAND; 5 DD 110 miles north of ISABEL; 2 CV t 2 DD west 
of GUADALCANAL. There were several enemy search plane contacts in 
the SOLOMONS area. An enemy sub was reported north of LUNGA POINT. 

Fragmentary reports have begun to arrive indicating a 
battle near SAVO during the night. The PORTLAND steering engine 
was disabled and a tow requested, and the ATLANTA said she needed 
assistance. Other known details are in Cincpac 122037 pink. 

Cincpac 120031 pink is further information on the employ- 
ment Of the ILLUSTRIOUS, 

FANTAN 090334 is a report of airfield construction at SUVA, 

ComSWPac reports that a small Allied corvette engaged 
two enemy raiders at 19-50 S, 92-40 E, One raider was reported hit 
and afire and the corvette was damaged. 

The landing field at FUNAFUTI was out in commission by 
ComGen STRAW on November 8. It is now 250' x 3500' , and will be 
extended to 300* x 6000*. 

The 147th Infantry is now loaded in the PRESIDENT HAYES 
at BLEACHER, 

The first section of TF 11 will depart PEARL for the 
south tomorrow and the second section will leave when the NORTH 
CAROLINA is ready - about the 17th. 

GTF 8 reports a medium tanker and one DD at HOLTZ BAY. 
There are several indications of renewed enemy activity in the 
ALEUTIANS , but because of great enemy activity in the SOLOMONS it 
is believed that no major effort is probable in the north. 



Cincpac 120635 indicates the need for APs and AKs for 



training purposes on the West Coast, 
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November 12th 



General Ercrions and Task Force Commanders at PEARL were 
present at the usual morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz. 
All present were brought up to date regarding current operations. 

The day in the South Pacific was one of great activity. 
As noted yesterday, a battle was working up in the vicinity of 
SAVO ISLAND. CTF 67 had completed a good percentage of unload- 
ing and departed during the evening. His three part 13011 5 reports 
the shelling of enemy positions by cruisers and destroyers at 
GUADALCANAL during the unloading, and of air attacks, and of 
percentage of unloading. Rear Admiral Callaghan's cruiser and 
destroyer group were to intercept the enemy approaching GUADAL- 
CANAL. Rear Admiral Scott in the ATLANTA with 4 DD of Desron 12 
joined Rear Admiral Callaghan. 

At 0310, local, off LUNG A POINT, the PORTLAND requested 
air coverage and tow, having been hit by a torpedo. At 0705, local, 
the HEIENA. originated a message, as senior ship, saving that the 
HEIENA, SAN FRANCISCO, JUNEAU, O'BANNON, FLETCHER and SlCFETTwe re 
proceeding toward ESTIRITU SANTO at 15 knots. All these ships are 
reported damaged. By 10. a.m. local, Comsopac had accounted for all 
his ships except the ATLANTA and 5 DDs . Shortly thereafter Comsopac 
gave details of the damage to the PORTLAND and ATLANTA in his 122322. 
By 1100 the AARON WARD reported being towed to TULAGI for examination 
of damage to engines and boilers. By the afternoon the ATLANTA was 
sinking and had to be abandoned, Comsopac ttave those on the spot 
authority to use discretion in destroying tne ALTANTA. The PORT- 
LAND was being towed to TULAGI at this time. At 1755, local, 
there were about 1400 survivors of Rear Admiral Callaghan's force 
ashore at GUADALCANAL. During the evening RDO TULAGI asked 
whether or not to torpedo the MONSSEN. The extent pf damage to 
two other DDs is not completely reported. Preliminary Information 
of damage inflicted on the enemy Includes the disabling of one 
KONGO Class BE and one CL by torpedoes and bombs. One enem^ship 
was reported blown up. 

As the results of the morning a-'r searches came in, the 
following enemy forces were reported: 

KONGO Class BE vicinity of SAVO. 

1 3B, 3 DD - 40 miles north of GUADALCANAL. 

1 CV, 1 DB, 3 DD - 230 miles northest of GUADALACANAL, 

v/ith 3 cruisers and at least 4 DDs about 50 

miles to the eastward of this CV group. 
10 AP, 12 cruisers and destroyers heading toward and 

about 50 miles from BUIN. 
1 BR, 3 DD - 45 miles north of LUNGA with 1 BB, 1 cruiser 

4 DD near that position about li hours later^. 



(Continued on next page) 
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November 12th (Cont'd) 



2 CA, 1 DD - 330 miles northeast of MALAITA. 

In the afternoon there was reported: 

1 BB, 1 DD - 150 miles north of and heading toward 

GUADALCANAL. 
1 CV east of MALAITA . 

A large ship 60 miles north of GUA DAL AC ANAL . 

TF 16 had been ordered to support GUADALCANAL and the 
withdrawal of our damaged units, operating to the south of SOLOMONS. 
As a result of these sightings TP 64 was formed with 2 BBs and 4 
DDs to prevent the bombardment of our GUADALCANAL position during 
the coming night. The remainder of TF 16 was directed to continue 
operations to the southwest of GUADALCANAL, striking suitable 
targets. TF 64 cannot reach an intercepting position before 0800 
local tomorrow but the ENTERPRISE group will be in a position to 
strike in the GUADALA CANAL area at da7/light tomorrow. The 
ENTERPRISE flew in some planes to GUADALCANAL, probably because 
her damage (70/5 effective estimated) will not permit her to 
operate all of her planes effectively. 

Comairsopac stated he would attack enem; 7 cruisers if 
they approached VANIKORO with SBD3 and TBFs from ESPITIRU SANTO. 

During the day two strikes of B-17s were launched. 
The first strike of 8 B-17S failed to get hits on the BB northwest 
of GUADALCANAL, and the other strike is not reported. 

At least five enemy plane strikes were made on GUADAL- 
CANAL. None v;ere reported reaching that place. 

Curing the day it became doubtful if there were any 
enemy CVs in the SOLOMONS area. 

Air forces from the SW Pacific attacked shipping in the 
BUIN area with good results, and Admiral Halsey requested further 
attacks on the APs. lie also requested that 18 B-24s be alerted 
in the SW Pacific for a flight to ESPIRITU SANTO, or EFATE, or 
NEW CALEDONIA, as designated later. 

During the evening GUADALCANAL directed the sinking of 
the ATLANTA tomorrow at daylight. 

Shortly after midnight GUADALCANAL reported being heavily 
shelled by naval gunfire. The last shelling there caused serious 
damage and so this report causes much concern. 

The enemy has postponed Z day until the 14th (Local). 
Thus tomorrow may be another very exciting day. We continue to 
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November 12th . (Continued) 

be optimistic. Our forces will be in good position to come to 
grips with the enemy, and if gunfire did not put HENDERSON field 
out of commission, our Marine pilots should make the landing 
extremely costly. 6 

i. *x. The FINBACK reports sinking 27,000 tons enemy shioping 

to the east of FORMOSA. * 

The pilot of the Rickenbacker plane which landed at sea 
three weeks ago was rescued today off FUNAFUTI. As other personnel 
are thought In rubber boats near the position where the pilot was 
rescued, there seems some chance of saving them. 



November 13th . 



Continuing with the narrative of yesterday Comsopac 
130428 describes some results SAVO action. The ATLANTA was 
sunk by our forces after damage received from the enemy had 
completely wrecked her. It is found from enemy survivors that 
our forces may have engaged two enemy groups, - 1st 2 BB, 1 CL, 
6 DDs; 2nd 2 BBs , 2 CAs. The PORTLAND and AARON WARD arrived 
at TULAG-I for temporary repairs to permit them to withdraw. The 
MONSSEN probably was torpedoed by our own forces. 

Morning searches discovered the following enemy forces: 

(1) A convoy of 12 AP off the northern coast off the north 
coast of NEW GEORGIA headed southeast. 

(2) A group of 2 5 ships southwest of ISABEL ISLAND headed 
southeast. 

(3) 5 ships (one damaged) 75 miles northeast ISABEL ISLAND 
headed northwest. 

(4) A "large force" of cruisers and DDs 60 miles northeast 
of ISABEL ISLAND headed south. 

(5) 2 BB, 1 CL, 11 DD just off the east coast of NEW GEOR- 
GIA on southeast heading. 

(6) 1 BB, 1 CL, 2 DD 60 miles south of SHORTLAND ISLAND and 
heading to that place. 

(7) Several enemy patrol planes. 
Other minor contacts were made. 



(Continued on next page) 
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^CRET — - 

November 13th . (Continued) 

Photos yesterday show one direct hit and two near mis- 
ses by B-i7s in first drop on B3 of the FUSO ^lass, and a second 
drop claims three hits. 

The orders for TF 16 and TF 64 are shown in Oomsopac 

131730. 

Both the planes from the ENTERPRISE (See Comsopac 14- 
1020) and from GUADALCANAL attacked enemy forces approaching in 
the vicinity of the NEW GEORGIA group. As a result of these air 
attacks C mgen CACTUS reported 11 enemy AP, 6 of which were dam- 
aged, and several DDs were milling around 60 miles northwest of 
SAVO at 1600 local and asked CTF 64 if he could strike. The re- 
sults of B-17 and PBY strikes during the day woa^not reported. 
ComNavUnit CACTUS 140716 is his belief of enemy conditions. 

As GUADALCANAL planes operated successfully during the 
day it Is assumed that last nights shelling did not seriously 
damage the airfield. 

The FLYING FISH made an unsuccessful attack on the force 
of cruisers and DDs northeast of ISABEL. CTF 42 readjusted sub 
positions in the hopes of getting the cripnles, or any other 
prime targets. 

At 1903 local CTF 64 stated he would enter east of RUS- 
SEL at 2200. At 2000 a Diane reported a naval battle to the 
westward of RUSSEL ISLAND, This report is not understood. CTF 
64 reported being off LUNGA at 2245. At 2322 CTF 64 reported 
"engaging enemy". 

SAN FRANCISCO damage and casualties are reported in 
his 141058 and 141115. The loss of the JUNEAU by enemy torpe- 
does is reported in the HELENA ' s 141406. It is certain that 
Captain Young of the SAN FRANCISCO was killed, but no report has 
been made concerning Rear Admiral Callaghan. 

Comgen 1st MarDiv 132233 reports activities on the 12- 

13 local. 

The first NEW ZEALAND troops to garrison NOUMEA should 
arrive there November 16th, 

The PRESIDENT HAYES with Army troops from BLEACHER em- 
barked has been ordered to ESPIRITU SANTO. 

For the first time in this campaign P-38s and 3-26s are 
reported at GUADALCANAL. 



{Continued on next page) 
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November 13th . (Continued) 

The personnel of the Rickenbacker plane, except one man 
who died at sea, have been saved. 

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

As the day ends it seems most probable that while we 
have suffered severe losses in ships and personnel, our gallant 
shipmates have again thwarted the enemy. If so, this may well 
be the decisive battle of this campaign. 




November 14th. 

General Emmons and the usual Task Force Commanders 
were present at Admiral Nlmitz's morning conference. 

As previously noted our BB group had been ordered to 
parallel the SOLOMONS 50 miles to the westward and the ENTER- 
PRISE group to parallel 100 miles to the westward. The subse- 
quent action of our BB group is described in GTE 64 150355. 
Probably because the ENTERPRISE damage would not permit her 
planes to operate efficiently, 54 were flown off to GUADALCANAL, 
At the end of the day the 3Bs and the ENTERPRISE were returning 
to NOUMEA and the ENTERPRISE planes will proceed to ESPIRITU 
SANTO as soon as conditions warrant, Comsopac 150355 and 151310 
give damage to own and enemy forces. The MEADE and air bombard- 
ment are credited with the destruction of all four enemy AKs 
beached in the vicinity of TASSAFAR0NGA POINT. While a great 
many of the details of the events of the day in the general GUAD- 
ALCANAL area are not yet known, It is certain that TF 6?, 64, 
and 16 inflicted such heavy damage on the enemy that the push 
was completely broken up and the enemy was forced to retire. 

During the retirement of TF 64 the WASHINGTON and SOUTH 
DAKOTA were attacked by enemy air. 

A summary of our losses and damage is: 

Lost: ATLANTA, JUNEAU, M0NSSEN, WALKE, LAFFEY, PRESTON. 
Probably lost: BARTON, GUSHING. 

Severely damaged: SOUTH DAKOTA, SAN FRANCISCO, PORTLAND. 

Damaged: HELENA, FLETCHER, 1 BANN0N , STERRETT, 3ENHAM, 
GWIN, AARON WARD . 
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November 14th. (Continued) 

Personnel loss Is not known, but Includes Rear Admiral 
Callaghan and three of his staff, and Captain Young - all of 
whom were in the SAN FRANCISCO and were killed during the night 
action of TF 67. 

The enemy losses are not accurately known. It is safe 
to assume at least the following: 

3 

Sunk: 12 AP(AK), 3 CA, 9 DD. 
Severely damaged: 1 BB. 

Damaged: 1 BB, several cruisers and DDs. 

SW Pac air is expected to strike damaged ships reported 
entering the BUIN-FAISI area. 

We still have to hear of what was accomplished by TF 
63, TF 42, GUADALCANAL air, and the PTs. 

The INDIANA group arrived at BALBOA and will proceed at 
once to the South Pacific, 

Batdiv 4 has been diverted to NANDI, The SARATOGA 
group will cross the equator next Monday. 

The MANLEY and McKEAN will land 2 companies of the 2nd 
Raider Battalion at AO LA BAY and will also tow 4 PTs to TULAGI. 

We are two days behind on reports from General Vande- 
grift. No major land action is reported. 

Vioe Opnav 141926 gives plans for NEW ZEALAND air em- 
ployment and requests CinC Pac and Comsopac views. 

The Central Pacific area was quiet. 



In the North Pacific AA fire was encountered by our 
planes at ATTN and landing barges were sighted. Possible enemy 
radio activity was reported at AMCHITKA. 
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November 15th . 

General Emmons and the Task Force Commanders at Pearl were 
present at the usual morning conference. 

It Is now definite that the enemy offensive was completely 
stopped. It is probable that damage we inflicted on the enemy 
is greater than received by us. As striking forces of both 
sides have retired from the GUADALCANAL area and can hardly be 
in large scale action in the near future, it appears that now 
is the time to move in supplies and to relieve the tired Marine 
amphibious troops. CTP 62 has already started a movement of 
supplies to GUADALCANAL. 

The ENTERPRISE, SOUTH DAKOTA, WASHINGTON, and screening 
DDs are enroute NOUMEA. The NORTHAMPTON, PEN SAC OLA , and 3 DDs 
(TP 16.6) are at ESPIRITU SANTO waiting orders where they will 
be joined by the LEANDER . The PORTLAND and AARON WARD are mak- 
ing temporary repairs at TULAGI, The BENHAM and GWIN are limp- 
ing toward ESPIRITU SANTO and are being escorted by the SHAW 
and NICHOLAS. 

CTP 62 151012 (2 parts) gives results of recent action 
after conference with commanding officers engaged. Comsopac 
161124 also summarizes results of the battle. 

Comgen 1st Marines 152246 reports action on GUADALCANAL , 
Including air activity. 

C.O.S. Army & Cominch 141928 (2 parts) gives procedure 
for distribution, allocation, and replacement of aircraft in 
the Pacific Ocean Areas. 

Because of a report of sighting an enemy land plane by 
our search plane 675 miles NW OAHU, condition ONE was ordered 
at midnight. The enemy threat did not materialize and normal 
conditions of alert were resumed about eight hours later. 

Except for two reports of enemy submarines the Central 
and North Pacific areas were quiet. I 
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November 16th . 

As the Commanding General, Hawaiian Department, the 
Commander, Hawaiian Sea Frontier, and Task Force Commanders at 
PEARL are either present in person or represented at the daily- 
morning conference held by Admiral Nimitz, notation will not be 
made except to note absentees. 

There was no action with the enemy in the Pacific Ocean 
Areas yesterday except minor air and submarine contacts. During 
this lull in the South Pacific both the enemy and ourselves are 
commencing to regroup, and to plan for the repair of damaged ships. 
Major logistic support for the GUADALCANAL area is underway. 

Rear Admiral Turner expresses his views regarding the 
force necessary to protect our lines of communications to advance 
positions in his CTF 62 161133. 

The action of the PORTLAND in the 3rd Battle of SATO 
is in his 2 part n°8° + and 170400. The PORTLAND also sends 
(160830) the account of the senior survivor of the PRESTON. Cap- 
tain Jenkins, senior survivor on GUADALCANAL describes other 
losses and personnel casualties {RDO CACTUS 140358). The MEADE 
150145 reports bombardment of enemy APs (AKs?) and the rescue of 
survivors. 



An enemy AK was reported stopped and smoking just west 
of SAVO ISLAND. 



The Marine reorganization in the South Pacific is made 
effective by Comsopac 161144. 

Cincpac has delegated to ^omsopac authority for deploy- 
ment and redistribution of Array and Navy air organizations in 
the South Pacific Area. 

Two enemy submarines were reported sighted off CAPE 
HINCHEN3R00K, ALASKA. 



There is indication that the enemy is again becoming 
active in the BUNA area. So far the move of forces to that area 
is of a minor nature. It is believed, however, that if the enemy 
can find the means, they will plan to capture all of NEW GUINEA. 
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November 17 th . 

The only enemy action of note in the Pacific during 
the day is the movement of troops and air to the vicinity of 
BUNA, NEW GUINEA. It appears that the enemy is reinforcing 
the Dosit ion there. 

The report of ENTERPRISE plane operations between 
November 13 and 15 inclusive is in Comsopac 180655. 

Comgen Mardiv 172205 reports GUADALCANAL operations. 

The PORTLAND will require the services of a tug when 
she leaves TULAGI . That ship recommends repairs be accomplished 
at SYDNEY. 

The delivery of supplies of all kinds to the GUADAL- 
CANAL area is now underway on a lar^e scale. 

The WICHITA, CLEVELAND, SUWANNEE, SANGAMON , JENKINS, 
MURPHY, RADEORD, WALLER and C 01 WAY have been ordered to pro- 
ceed to the Pacific for duty at an early date, The ^OISE will 
remain in the Atlantic. Cominch 180255 pink. 

CTF 8 has been directed to submit a plan as early as 
practicable for expulsion of laps from the ALEUTIAN?. The plan 
will also include consideration of early occupation of AMCHITKA 
to deny it to the enemy as an air field site. 

Aside from minor enemy moves toward KISKA and BUNA, 
there is no new information of enemy deployment or intentions. 

November 18th . Cua*""'" 

Again the day was quiet in the South and Southwest Pa- 
cific except for minor activity in the BUNA area. Our logistic 
movements to the SOLOMONS are proceeding satisfactorily accord- 
ing to plan, and when completed and bulk avgas storage instal- 
led much greater strength of our positions will result. 

In his 190659 CTF 64 reports damage inflicted during 
the night of 14-15 local. As some of this was predicted and 
reported by Comsopac, we are not yet ready to estimate enemy 
losses. It seems quite probable that damage inflicted is con- 
siderably greater than the preliminary fragmentary reports in- 
dicated. It may even be that our forces in the south have in- 
flicted decisive damage for this phase of the campaign. In any 
event we can reasonably assume that with the arrival of TP 11 
in the near future and the strengthening of GUADALCANAL now in 
progress that we can expect to control both the sea and air In 
the Southern SOLOMONS. If the 25th Army Division can be sent 
in to GUADALCANAL to relieve the 1st Marine Division, the Marines 

(Continued on next page) 
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November 18th . (Continued) 

can rest, reequip, and prepare for the next step. As the sit- 
uation now stands there seems to be a good chance to starve 
out the Japs on GUADALCANAL. 

There were no new developments in the Central or North 
Pacific areas. 

In Cincpac 182131 Is a plan to withdraw Pacific Fleet 
submarines from the South Pacific area In order to increase 
patrols in Empire waters. 

November 19th . 

The South Pacific continues quiet. Logistic support 
of GUADALCANAL is proceeding according to plan. The present 
development of airplane fields at GUADALCANAL is in Comgen 1st 
Mardiv 182338. Comsopac 201135 is a summary to the 19th local. 
It is now learned that damage inflicted on the enemy on Nov- 
ember 14-15 by TF 64 was not included in prt&r damage reports 
made by Admiral ualsey. On this basis a tentative estimate 
damage to the enemy November 8-16 is 



Sunk 

Type ( a) (bj_ Total 



BB 
CA 
CL 
DD 
A? 
AK 
SS 



* 



1 

3 

2 
5 
10 
3 
2 



1* 
3 



BB or CA 

Type not stated 



2* 
6 
2 
6 
10 

3 
2 



31 



Damaged 
(a) (b) 
1 1 



1** 
1 



Total 

2 
1 



10 



The remodeled ARGONAUT will leave PEARL about the 23rd 
for the South Pacific. Her new capabilities are shown in Com- 
subpac 200021. 

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. Cinc- 
pac 200923 requests clarification of the status of the bases 
OSTLER and LINEOUT. 

The center of enemy interest in the South has shifted 
from GUADALCANAL to the BUNA area, but there is nothing yet to 
indicate anything like a major move toward NEW GUINEA. There 
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November 19th . (Continued) 

is nothing new learned of enemy deployments or intentions, 
except some activity at MUNDA, NEW GEORGIA and the indica- if 
tions of further strengthening at 3UKA. 

November 20th . ^ 

The day in the South Pacific was quiet. Some enemy 
submarine and air activity was noted but W$ main interest con- 
tinued to be the logistic supply of our S0L0K0NS positions and 
the repair of damaged combatant units. Comsopac 210600 refers 
to plans for the 21st (local). A flight of enemy planes were 
reported coming in to CACTUS but no arrival report was received. 
Comsopac urges that Pacific Fleet submarines remain in his area 
(his 210643). 

The tanker situation in the Sopac area is discussed in 
Cincpac 200925. 

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

Rear Admiral Giffen's force will leave the east for 
the Canal Zone, enroute to the Pacific, on December 5th. 

There are no new enemy developments. ^ Jf ^ 
November 21 

The South Pacific continues quiet, as is also the case 
in the Central and North Pacific areas. The logistic supoort of 
GUADALCANAL is proceeding according to plan without opposition. 
No report of land operations on GUADALCANAL was received during 
the day. Minor enemy activity continues in the BUNA area. The 
enemy is landing some troops and materials at MUNDA, NEW GUINEA. 
The Japs are to try to land troops and supplies on GUADALCANAL 
from submarines. 

Combatdiv SIX 211238 (2 parts) discusses the gunnery of 
his part in the 3rd Battle of Savo and stresses the importance 
of radar in night action. 

Comsopac 220120 comments on need of present APs and AKs 
in his area. 



Comsopac 210052 reauests speed in delivery of PCs to his 



area. 



Cominch 211800 desires further information on Cincpac 
proposal to establish ComairsopecSulxo^. 

Consideration is being given to convert 5 additional ODDs 
to APDs for use in the South Pacific. v k~ 
There were no new enemy developments. yJO^N/V^ ]_J^yo 



November 22 

The South Pacific continues quiet. Air searches were 
negative. Complete coverage was not possible due to bad 
weather. 

Corns opac 221037 is a summary of the day at GUADAL- 
CANAL. Logistic support is going in, including turkeys for 
Thanksgiving. 

The SENHAM received a torpedo hit during the night 

of 14-15 November off SAVO. During the following afternoon 

the ship was thought breaking up and the crew was transferred 
to the GWIN who sank the BENHAM by gunfire. 

There is the possibility that the Japs are using 
captured Allied planes to trail our forces. 

Comsopac 222357 gives progress of repair to STERETT, 
BUCHANAN, and O'BANNON. The PORTLAND is underway for SYDNEY 
after temporary repairs at TULAGI. 

Comsopac 230612 is the Task Force reorganization of 
the forces under his command. 

Cominch 230032 pink directs the return of 6 subs to 
Comsowespac and that 6 preferably 8 PT boats be placed at the 
disposal of MacArthur In response to the latter' s request. 

Clncpac 222125 is a proposal for redistribution of 
Pacific Fleet subs. 

Cincnac 22224r s requests information of - fcroo p command 
relations at GUADALCANAL. 

Cominch 221541 directs the transfer of 4 APs and 2 AKs 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific Fleet. This will ease the 
training problem of TF 3. 

The enemy continues active in the BUNA and MUNDA area. 
There is some indication that Jap CVs have returned to JAPAN y 
for reorganizing, refitting and training. \^ 
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November 2 5 r d . 

There were no new developments In any Pacific Ocean Area£ 
today. Because of expected enemy submarine operations off 
GUADALCANAL, Com Gen 1st Marines requests En£¥3 forces in 
additional to the PT's. 

The SOUTH DAKOTA will go to NEW YORK for battle damage 
repair, and the SAN FRANCISCO will go to MARE ISLAND. 

The proposed command set up at GUADALCANAL is shown In 
ComSoPac's 340145. 

The enemy is planning reinforcements to the BUNA, MUNDA, 
and GUADALCANAL area by destroyers. As previously mentioned, 
subs have been ordered to bring supplies and troops to GUADAL- 
CANAL, It is evident that the enemy is in no position to 
dispute our command of the sea area in the Southern SOLOMONS 



As has been noted for several days, the enemy__j P fffe-6rest in 
the South and Southwest Pacific concerns: (1) The BUNA relief 
force, (2) Logistic support of GUADALCANAL by submarines and DDs, 
(3) strengthening the MUNDA position. 

Our logistic support of GUADALCANAL continues in a satis- 
factory manner. Oomsopac 240525 and 251215 summarize activities 
in the Southern SOLOMONS. At 0.320 the 26th (local) enemy planes 
were reported over GUADALCANAL . 

Corasopac believes that the SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS occupation 
should continued to be held in abeyance because of construc- 
tion difficulties and desirability of avoiding dissipation of 
effort. 

In the SW Pacific the allied troops are pressing the enemy 
in the BUNA area. Of a reported group of 1 CL and 4 DDs attacked 
by SWPac air to the southwest of NEW BRITAIN, two DDs are reported 
hit and burning. 

The NORTH CAROLINA has been sent to SUVA to join other 3Bs 
there. The MINNEAPOLIS, PERKINS, and Dj&YTON will join TF 67 
at ESPIRITU SANTO . 

The LOUISVILLE, FRAZER, and GANSEVOORT depart PEARL for the 
South tomorrow escorting APs loaded with the first combat team 
of the 25th Infantry Division. 



at this time. 




November 24th . 
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November 24th (Continued) 

Cominch 232222 describes the LINEOUT and OSTLER garrisons. 

Cincpac olans for the seizure and occupation of KISKA, and 
an estimate for the resumption of the Sopac offensive are under- 



November 2 5th . 

There were no major activities in the Pacific today. 

Comsopac 261300 is a summary for hisqrea. The AO LA project 
has been abandoned. Annarently the new unloading point is 3000 
yards east of TCOAMA Point. (CTF 62 260458). Comsopac 250609 
urges that Admiral Fitch's title be CTF 63 only and a rear admiral 
be ordered as Comairsopac at N0TJKEA. Cincpac comments on this 
in his 260247 to Cominch. The nort director setun in the South 
Pacific is outlined in Comsopac 260632. 

The master of the COOLIDCrE will be brought to trial. Both 
Army and Navy have jurisdiction. 

Cominch 240330 (pink) relays SWPac despatch to Cincpac show- 
ing that Admiral Carpender was not consulted by General MacArthur 
prior to his recent request to Washington for Naval forces. It 
also gives sub distribution in support of NEW GUINEA. 

Cominch 252330 (pink) suggests possibility of relief of Marines 
in SAMOA and HAWAII by the Army. 

A tanker was 'attacked off San Francisco Bay today by an enemy 
submarine . 

CTF 8 252030 (pink) gives his estimate of enemy troop strength 
in the western ALEUTIANS. The estimate seems a bit high. Cominch 
desires a report and recommendations of landing field possibilities 
on AKCHITKA. The Army recommended against occupation for that 
purpose in the early fall. CTF 8 will make a survey as soon as 
possible . 

CTF 8 260155 (pink) 2 CLs and 4 DDs to intercept a convoy 
indicated now enroute KISKA. 

Cominch 251659 indicates British units may soon report to 
South Pacific for duty. 

The Army Signal Corps seems to think action imminent at RABAUL, 
Here it is believed that no major enemy activity in the South 
Pacific can take place in the next two or three weeks. 



way. 
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November 26 

Comsopac 271254 is the daily summary of Ms area. 
The report of 3000 Japs at REKATA is a much larger force than 
had been estimated there. At 0434/28th local (-11) enemy planes 
were reported over CACTUS. There is some doubt concerning the 
combat readiness of the 43rd Division, location of the Americal 
Division and 9th Defense Battalion, and the 1st Raider Battalion. 
Comsopac has been requested to keep Cincpac informed of these and 
the organization and strength of future troop movements. 

Cominch 251415 is sending 4 APs and 2 AKs to the Pac- 
ific, leaving the east coast mid December. As 3 AP and 2 AKs are 
to be loaded for the South Pacific it seems best to send them as 
planned. The need for APs and AKs in TF 3 for training is urgent, 
Until the planned training there is completed no troops will be 
available to oust the Japs from the ALEUTIANS. Because of this 
Admiral Halsey has been asked to comment on the immediate release 
to TP 3 of 3 AP and 2 AK. 

NA WELLINGTON 262230 gives Commodore Goddards views 
on New Zealand air. 

The reported submarine sighting off SAN FRANCISCO 
yesterday now appears quite doubtful, 

Cincpac 262305 pink agrees in principle with the re- 
lief of Marine ground and air units at SAMOA and HAWAII mentioned 
yesterday. 

In the ALEUTIANS, the enemy convoy believed enroute 
to SEMICHI has been delayed 2 or 3 days. CTF 8 Is attempting to 
Intercept with 2 CL and 4 DD, working with PBY search. 

There are no new enemy developments. 



November 27 



There were no major contacts with enemy units during 
the day. Various sightings indicate an AK afire to the westward ' 
of NEW GEORGIA. This damaged ship is in a small group of DDs and 
Marus apparently standing toward the SHORTLANDS area. The ALCHIBA 
was torpedoed off LUNGA today. The ship was beached and when last 
reported was on fire forward but unloading continued from the after 
hatches. CTF 62 280309 suggests sweeps to reduce the hazard of un- 
loading. 

The INDIANA will join up with other BBs at FIJI and the 
COLUMBIA will go to ESPIRITU SANTO to join the force under Rear 
Admiral Wright. 



(Continued on next page) 
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November 27 (Continued) 

The HELENA 140001 gives additional details regarding 
the 3rd Battle of Savo, including details of the loss of the 
JUNEAU. 

Ground activity continues in the BUNA area. Neither 
side is indicated having the upper hand. 

In the North Pacific Rear Admiral Smith with 2 CL and 
4 DD is making a sweep toward ATTU in the hope of intercepting an 
enemy convoy which is indicated bringing reinforcements and sup- 
plies to the Western ALEUTIANS. B-26's were ordered to attack^a 
small AK reported in HOLTZ BAY. The planes reported 3 hits leav- 
ing the AK on fire and sinking. The air search which covered 
ATTU and SEMICHI reported negative results except for sighting 
the above AK aground. A possible sub was also reported. 

There are no new enemy developments. 



November 28th. 



The South Pacific v/as generally quiet during the day. 
As it is believed that an enemy convoy indicated as eirht DDs and 
6 APs will attempt to land food at GUADALCANAL tomorrow, CTF 67 
was ordered to proceed from ESPIRITU PANTO with available cruisers 

and DDs to intercept. 

' cy Com io p£i t~ 

ENTERPRISE engine repairs are now completed and the 
ship can make full nower. As battle damage repairs are not yet 
permanently made, there will be some reduction in the reliability 
of air operations. No yard overhaul is proposed at this time. 
The COLUMBIA at BLEACHER has turbine trouble which reduces her 
speed to 20 knots. The ship will arrive at NOUMEA December 2 
(local) . 

Comsopac 280145, 291050 (passing MacArthur' s 271136), 
and MacArthur' s 291100 discuss Naval requirements to supDort NEW 
GUINEA operations. 

The enemy continues to receive damage from SWPac air 
in attempts to run convoys to the 3 TT NA area. A DD was reported 
hit west of NEW BRITAIN and the group, of which this was one, 
turned back. 

Cominch 281235 authorizes "Fleet Air Command, Noumea". 

CTF 8 290035 outlines destroyer needs for the North 
Pacific Force. Those vessels are now operating at maximum capacity 
and without a reserve number to nermit needed overhauls. A sub 
was reported southwest of SITKA. 

The German auxiliary "RAMSES" enroute KOBE to Germany 
was intercepted by the ADELAIDE. The Germans scuttled their ship. 

( Cont inued ) 1177 



o 



November 28th , (Continued) 

Aside from the Jap attempts to feed and reinforce posi- 
tions at SEW GUINEA , GUADALCANAL and the ALI^TIANS, there is 
nothing new known of enemy deployments or intentions. A L^> 

November 29th ^ 



During the night the first reports, came from lear Admiral 
Wright (CTP 67). That force had been ordered from ESPIRITU SANTO 
to intercept an enemy force of eight DDs, plus possible 6 APs, off 
GUADALCANAL. Action between surface forces commenced about 1030 
p.m. local. Of Adirals Wright's force of 4 CA, 1 CL, 6 DD, the 
first damage reoorts are: MINNEAPOLIS, 2 torpedo hits; NORTHAMPTON, 
on fire aft looks like total loss; NEW ORLEANS, torpedoed; 
PENSACOLA, uncertain; HONOLULU, not reported. As is usually the 
case we get bad newsfirst; enemy damage is not reported. ComSoPac 
ordered CTP 11 to proceed at once toward GUADALCANAL ( SARATOGA , 
SAN JUAN, DESRON 6). TP 65 (MARYLAND, COLORADO, NORTH CAROLINA, 
HULL, MONAGHAM) were placed on 2 hours notice. 

?he MAC FARLAND, which was badly damaged sometime ago In 
an aire attack off LUNGA, Is enroute ESPIRITU SANTO . 

The ALCH1BA is still afire forward, and aground off LUNGA. 
Salvage is being investigated, 

COMINCH 291906 (Pink) gives the destination of the 25th 
DIVISION. It also states that the 1st Marine Division will be 
sent to AUSTRALIA. 



COMSOPAC 291811 gives his plans for aerial mining. He is 
not ready now for such an offensive compaign. 

COMINCH 281708 discusses base developments in South Pacific. 
ComSoPac is asked whether or not he apo roves the development of 
BUTTON into a LION base. 

COMINCH 291755 deals with the employment of gas in warfare. 
Gas warfare is forbidden to be initiated by any U.S. Commander. 

The extent of the enemy move to the ALEUTIANS is in doubt. 
Five convoys are believed to be enroute. Except for this move, 
and the known activities in the NEW GUINEA area nothing significant 
is known of enemy nlans or developments. » 
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November 30th 

Comtaskfor 6? 301730 and 302350 pink describes what is 
now known of yesterdays action. Many imoortant details are yet 
to be reported. Rear Admiral Tisdale will arrive at SUTTON in 
the HONOLULU tomorrow and will be able to make further report. 

Oominch 3ol<?' S" pink is uneasy regard ing^tae oo"uth Pacific 
campaign and requests comment from Cincpac. A tentative answer 
to Cominch is in Cincpac 010931 pink to Comsopac, - ai-^g for the 
latter' s comment. 

In answer to Cincpac proposal to sail 3 AP and 2 AK to 
San Diego to meet urgent training requirements, Comsopac sent 
his 300841. Because of the necessity for CTF 3 to start train- 
ing on a much larger scale than now underway, Cincpac directed 
3 APs to return to San Diego in his 010335. 

Comsopac 011321 gives CACTUS activities. 

The PORTLAND is making satisfactory nropress toward 
SYDNEY. The NAVAJO, which was accompanying' the PORTLAND, has 
been ordered to CACTUS for salvage. 

Cincpac 0106J+5 gives views on aerial offensive mining 
in the Pacific. It is believed that we should harass the enemy 
with every conceivable means. 

The work remaining to be done on the CACTUS airfields 
is in GUADALCANAL 300255. 

The SARATOGA has turbine trouble which reduces ship 
speed to 27 knots. Repairs are beyond the capacity of the ship's 
force. So far as is known today the SARATOGA task force is still 
proceeding to CACTUS, but other SoPac combatant units have been 
returned to 12 hours notice. 

Returning from patrol off NEV, r GEORGIA the GRAMPUS re- 
ports (1) IB October - possible hit in CL; (2) 6 November - 1 hit 
in DD; (3) 9 November - 2 hits in DD. The TROUT fired 5 torpedoes 
at a BB north of MA LAI T A on 13 November but all missed. 

CTF 8 290110 gives his aerial offensive mining plans. 

Some evidence is beginning to come in of another push 
toward CACTUS. It may be that the enemy will employ CVs when 
and if it takes place. The enemy continues to be active in the 
NEW GUINEA area jut no large scale move in that direction is 
noted. 

In the ALEUTIANS the enemy moves are not clear. It seems 
probable that convoys now enroute the Western ALEUTIANS are bring- 
ing in reinforcements and replacements. Photos show that the 
enemy is there to stay until ousted by troops. J-JlT9 
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03 0521 CINCPAC to COKINCH 

For Admiral King only. Highest secrecy. Had given full 
consideration to disadvantages raised by your 011605 as 
to operating Batdiv 3 in Sopac . Logistics can be met. 
I have had the AA batteries of Eatdiv 3 increased by ad- 
dition of 2 40 MM quads and 46 20 KM guns per ship, mak- 
ing them comparable to those of Batdiv 4. These AA bat- 
teries will of course be improved when they receive their 
remaining 40 MM guns and replace 5"-25s with 5"-38 but 
their underwater defense will not be satisfactory until 
third deck centerline compartments are made watertight. 
It was with all t is in mind I decided in view of the mili- 
tary situation these shios should go to Sopac. My 232047 
and Halsey's 250522. It is probable that the enemy will 
make at least one more powerful move against CACTUS In- 
cluding more of his battleships than he used last time. 
The need for additional gun power to defeat this move has 
been accentuated by recent losses in heavy cruiser strength. 
I consider this situation more acute than those in the past 
which led to suggestions for use of 6B3. Your 272058 of 
April and 121750 of August. Para. I believe that decision 
should be made now whether we shall lay up all QBB for 
lengthy modernization or whether we shall keep available 
and utilize some In situations where their hitting power 
may be the deciding factor. Will await your further advice 
before cancelling transfer of Batdiv 3 one ship at least 
of which will be required as part of escort for troop con- 
voy departing December 6. 

02 2155 CINCPAC to COMGENHAWDEPT , C OMHAW SEAFR OK Info ASP PEARL etc . 

While situation at present does not indicate probability / 
any major Jap attack Hawaiian area or, first anniversary off 
Battle of Pearl Harbor, possibility exists of acts of sabo+ 
tage by misguided local Japanese or of minor shelling by W 
submarines. Desire modified alert effective from prior 
dark 5 December to after daylight 7 December with special 
emphasis on sabotage directed against ships or shore in- 
stallations. Blackout exceptions made to expedite work 
on damaged ships and movements important cargoes are not 
rescinded but excepted activities be particularly alert 
to blackout promptly if later ordered. 
COILXPAC to CC1.:INJH Info CIMC7AC . 
02 0637 "To be decoded by Cominch and C'ncpac only. Ultra high 

command. Your 301915. Concur conception therein. BUIN 
at present key ORANGE position in SUSAN. To take this near 
future require s:A CACTUS, RINGBOLT development ot support 
planned surface operations ,B Neutralize or take MUNDA and 
REKATA as may be needed later. C Increased air surface 
and shipping available. Para. Relative above, enemy 
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02 0637 (continued) 

continues efforts reenforce CACTUS. He has not abandoned 
it. Securing all development that position and RINGBOLT 
continue absorb available Sopac effort and are progressing 
too slowly. Reenf orcement and more shipping needed now. 
Lack anti-sub craft is grave weakness. Jap activity MUN- 
DA, REKATA, BUI!! obscure d\;e inadequate reconnaissance 
which difficult and slow due lack of means and weather. 
Consider Mardiv 1 required for move on FUIN . Para. Army 
troops now here plus 25th Division adequate to garrison 
back areas and CACTUS provided EUIN offensive is gotten 
underway promptly. In this connection it is essential that 
next offensive will not be undertaken until ships and troops 
are available to exploit immediately inl tial landing and 
follow through otherwise a 2nd CACTUS may result. Para. 
Operations involve directly and mainly Sopac forces, bases, 
and communications. Command should be located accordingly 
regardless of who it Is. 

05 1740 C OM INCH to CINCPAC 

Decode only for Admiral Nimitz. Ultra Secret. Last para- 
graph your 030521 think only sound course Is to continue 
modernization and rehabilitation of OBB's as underway in 
TENNE35E1. and CALIFORNIA which must be adjusted to Navy 
Yard capabilities after consideration new construction and 
battle damage repairs. Para. However only acute needs 
such as row exist in Sopac should cause us to unduly expose 
OBB's which have not been modernized. 

04 0253 CINCPAC to COMSOPAC Info COMINCH, CTF 1 

Treat with utmost Secrecy. Due to non-water tightness of 
centerline compartments of 3rd deck of NEW MEXICO and MISS- 
ISSIPPI, I desire that they not be unnecessarily exposed 
to underwater damage unless they are required in an urgent 
situation. Under present conditions I consider that opera- 
ting them west of FA NT AN one would result in such exposure. 
Their AA battery now consists of 8 5"-25s, 4 1.1 quads, 
2 40 MI! quads and 46 20 MM guns. Half of their secondary 
battery has be^n removed. Para. Suggest on his arrival 
FAN TAN you have T.eary confer with you on BE employment. 
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08 0112 CTF to CINCPAC 

Radio HONOLULU pas 3 to Cincpac fron Comtaskforce 8. 
Ultra. Ordered late afternoon air attack 2 ships ex- 
pected ATTU today withoxit awaiting scouting contact. 
Secondary objective KISKA shipping and land instal- 
lations in event ATTU attack not made. Weather prevent- 
ed operation now scheduled early tomorrow. Cruisers 
fueling LCNGVIEW tonight. Weather holds. McMorris 
UMNAK today. Unless enemy info requires differing ac- 
tion, will return flagship ACAK tomorrow night to ac- 
complish flag relief. 

090502 COMSOPAC to ALL US NAVAL SHIPS 30PAC , Info CINPAC COMINCH ETC . 

The following reorganization of Sopac task forces is 
effective immediately for all units in company with Task 
Force Commanders. Absent units will be directed to join 
by Comsopac, originator, as soon as practicable. Task 
Forces 11 and 16, no change from organization In my 230612 
November except delete CLARK from Desron 2 and Task Force 
16. Task Force 64, Rear Admiral Lee in WASHINGTON, NORTH 
CAROLINA, INDIANA, MAURY, CUMMINGS plus additional destroy- 
ers as may be assigned. Task Force 65, Rear Admiral Mason 
in NASSAU, ALTAMAHA , Combatdiv 4 in MARYLAND, COLORADO, 
Comdesron 12, W00DW0RTH, BUCHANAN, LANSDOWNE, LARDNER, 
MCCALLA, GRAYSON. Task Force 67, Rear Admiral Alnsworth 
Task Force Commander in LOUISVILLE, Rear Admiral Tisdale 
second In command in HONOLULU, HELENA, COLUMBIA, Comdesron 
5, SHAW, LAMS ON , PERKINS, DRAYTON, NICHOLAS, FLETCHER , 
OBANNON, DE HAVEN, SAUFLEY. The following units will oper- 
ate directly under Comsopac PENSACOLA, MINNEAPOLIS, NEW 
ORLEANS, HULL, M ON AG HAN , FARRAGUT, MEADE, STACK, LANG, 
FRAZIER, GANSEVOORT. Comsopac will act as Comtaskfor 66 
using group and unit designations that force for units 
operating under his direct control. Task Forces 62 and 63 
are not affected by this reorganization. Comseronsopac 
and Comdespac have by hand for info. Interested Bases 
Sopac have also for action in another system. 

09 0506 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH 

Handle as most secret. Mining plans vicinity CAPE ESPERANCE 
CACTUS recommended for approval as follows, one standard 
field of 340 Mark Six mines fitted with five hundred fathoms 
mooring wire, floats and mines at standard depths against 
* surface ships as soon as prepared at WEST LOCH be loaded on 

\r four light minelayers and sent WHITE POPPY soon as practic- 

able. Comsopac sends to Cincpac action, Cominch info. 
Recommend approximate location of field one mile northeast 
entrance of TENAMBA RIVER long axis field 040. Foregoing 
after consultation Captain Hull. This field designed cur- 
tail infiltration Jap troops and supplies northwest our 
position on CACTUS. 
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09 2145 CCMIKCII to CTNCPAC Info COI.ISOPAC, COMGEN 1ST MARAKPHCOKPS etc 

Utmost secret. In connection my 191G45 October you are 
authorized to transfer 10th Defense Battalion to Sopac as 
relief of 4th now in HOSES when transportation can be ar- 
ranged. If 10th Is utilized, Marcorps will make available 
to you SAi; DIEGO abo^t 10 January; 12th for transfer to 
PEARL as replacement for 10th. 12th will be retrained to 
full strength In January. Should you utilize 10th, inform 
desired date to sail in order arrange transportation. 
NPM deliver; action Cincpac . NXZ for info, Comsopac, Com- 
gen 1st I.laramphcorps . Marcorps has by hand; originator 
Gominch. 



ii 2007 cii:cpac to COMSOPAC 



Utmost secret. Request comment Cominch 092145. Tenth 
Defense Dattalicn consists mainly personnel with year or 
more experience bases Hawaiian area and expected ready 
depart PEARL 1 January. Equipped with 155, 90, 40, and 
20 MM, plus machine guns, tanks, and other Defense Battalion 
equipment; strength 50 officers, 1113 enlisted. 



14 0932 COMSOPAC to COMGEN CACTUf Info CTF 62 63 OOKGWOPAO. etc. 

It is important. Ultra. That action renorts be promptly 
made, by preliminary and one or more amplifying dispatches 
when necessary. Y our 122352 was first report on action 
off SAYO nipht of 11th? 26 hours earlier than your time 
group we had fairly comnlete renort from zeal sources. 
Necessary that Zed 6 Zed Class 5 Addes be advised in ad- 
vance of' use of surface forces in GUADALCANAL - FLORIDA 
area. This not to restrict your discretion but to avoid 
possibility of conflict between forces your command and 
those of other commanders. Prior to receipt of your 130320 
regarding ground reconnaissance at KAMIMBO had received 
report through T0ir. r that 3 BLUE DD covered by PT bombarded 
the area and landed raiders at UAR70V0 the morning of 12th. 
If true originator should have been informed of plan or 
orders to our force. Pass to Comadnavbase CACTUS by hand. 
Action to Comgen CACTUS from COMSOPAC who has given to 
Comgen Sopac and CTF 62 for info. 
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16 0424 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 

Highest secret. Critical shortage destroyers herewith out- 
lined. Due limited unloading areas beaches and equipment 
CACTUS, RINGBOLT movements cannot be lumped in large convoys. 
Small frequent groups into and out of that area make heavy 
drain on escorts. This situation unavoidable for some time 
to come and the movements must continue'. Lack of maintenance 
opportunity increasingly 1 apparent in material casualties. 
Further serious consequence of hand to mouth condition is 
Impracticability retaining any emblance of division and 
squadron organization. Comdespac suggests Desron 29 be 
ordered here for escort work. If you can do so earnestly 
■ recommend this at once. Relief so afforded will permit some 
permanency in destroyer assignment and training with task 
forces and will be reflected in marked increase in battle 
effectiveness of those forces. I know that you are acutely 
aware my need for the shins, however, the foregoing may clarify 
your picture somewhat. At present part of our heavy strik- 
ing forces are immobilized and remainder suffer gravely re- 
duced battle efficiency due to what I have outlined. 

16 0435 CINCPAC to COMSCPAC Info COMIITCE 

Am sending 190 mines in JAMES RULiSEY (most secret) Depart- 
ing 17th." Comindiv 1 in TRACY and MONTGOMERY both loaded 
with mines accompany. I do not approve plan proposed your 
090506 as it appears to restrict our possible future move- 
ments in that area. I will aoprove fields laid off enemy 
landing beaches which you will not want to use In future 
yourself and in depths of not over 200 fathoms. 

15 1959 CINCPAC to CTF 3 Info COMINCH 

Utmost secret. Expect directive from joint chiefs of staff 
canceling occupation TANAGA and ordering occupation AMCIIITKA. 
Be prepared carry out latter task at earliest practicable 
date after receipt of orders. 

15 1650 COMIIICII to CINCPAC Info CCMSOPACFOR 

Ultra secret. Advise Cominch as to strength of all units of 
all services, less aviation, which are now in CACTUS-RINGBOLT 
When various units are relieved inform Cominch as to their 
Strength and the amount and type of organizational military 
equipment not withdrawn. This information essential for 
material and personnel planning. Limited supplies amphibious 
material available for MarDivs necessitates serviceable equip 
ment and weapons this type should be withdrawn if and when 
practicable. MarCorps Informed. 
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O 17 0510 CCMSOPAC to CPUS OWES P AC Info CIKCPAC . COMINCH . 

This from Corns opac. Strategic location of WOODLARK ISLAND 
as advanced air base for operations Northern CORAL SEA be- 
lieved to offer possibilities. Such preliminary information 
^| as available here indicates relative ease of establishment 

field. Subsequent logistic support does not appear to 
present too great difficulties. Request I be furnished, 
for information, any recent topographical survey information 
visual and photographic reconnaissance information also any 
other useful data available. Thi3 is ultra. 



17 0327 CI1ICPAC to COMSOPAC 



Your 1G0424. Have reduced vessels assigned ocean escort to 
minimum compatible with task. I will continue policy of 
sending you all I can but regret none in sight except DD's 
now under repair. 

18 1315 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMWESEAFRON , COMNORWESEAFRON. etc . 

Treat this as most secret. The Joint Chiefs of Staff direct 
that If reconnaissance of AMCHITKA shows that a satisfactory 
airfield can be constructed thereon in a reasonable time, the 
following directive will be executed: Comwestseaf ron pass 
to DEW ITT . Objective. Occupation of AMCHITKA at earliest 
date. Purpose. n e, to render KISKA untenable as an operat- 
ing base for the enemy. Two, to provide an advanced base for 
possible operation against KISKA. Tasks. Afirm, seize and 
occupy AMCHITKA and build airfield thereon. Baker, train force 
for assault and occupation of KISKA, The Army assault units 
as assigned by the War Department can be trained in SAN DIEGO. 
No Marine amphibious units are available for this operation. 
General instructions. Cincoac in conjunction with Coragen 
Western Defense Command form plan for occupying AMCHITKA to 
be executed on earliest date. Cincoac furnish CTF 8 immediate- 
ly 1 AP combat load for first troops to land In occupation of • 
AMCHITKA. Report target days for AMCHITKA occupation and 
outline of plan and means required for this operation and 
for future occupation of KISKA. Code name for AMCHITKA op- 
eration is CROW EAR . Occupation of TANAGA suspended in 
accordance with Cincpac. 

18 2321 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COMINCH, COM: : OHWESTSEAFRON. etc . 

Utmost secrecy. Cominch 181315. On assumption that TERRAIN 
at AMCHITKA proves suitable and that directive for its oc- 
Vi cupation will be issued by Cincpac and °omgen Western Defense, 

I desire you continue detailed plans in conjunction with such 
Army agency as may be designated by Lieut. General De Witt. 
Consideration will be given to requests by you for forces in 
addition to those now at your disposal but beyond the one AP 
rs^J very little is immediately available. De Witt is being ad- 

dressed separately regarding trooos. Greenslade pass to De 
Witt. 
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18 2345 CINCPAC to COIvUVESEAFRONT Info COMNORWESEAFRONT , etc . 

For General De Witt . Most secret. Referring to Cominch 
>S 181315 and my 182321 to Theobald which Is being passed to 

you. After final aoproval of AMCRITKA project and determ- 
ination of forces to be employed, I visualize that our joint 
directive for that project will assign the task and make 
available the forces decided upon. CTP 8 will be assigned 
the naval task by me and I presume will command all forces 
until the amphibious phase is completed. If you concur, 
please inform him of the agency with whom he will deal in 
preparing detailed plans. Would also aopreciate information 
as to your plan for the garrison and whether all units are 
now available to you. 



19 0320 COM 12 to CINCPAC 



Pass to Clncpac for action; treat as most secret. Com 12 
sending. Paraphrase of despatch sent by Lieut. General 
DeWitt to Chief of Staff as follows after conference with 
Cincpac and staff, Admiral Klnkaid and staff, officers Corn- 
inch, recommend adoption following General Plan as basis 
preparation detailed t>lan for reduction and occupation 
BOODLE . Occupy FORMULA at once with garrison formerly 
destined for AMULET supplemented by additional units from 
LOKGVIEW if necessary. Plan to use 184th Infantry after 
BOODLE is reduced with units from LONGVLEW, FORMULA and 
other ADC garrisons as occupational force, BOODLE. 35th 
Division to be designated task force BOODLE reduction and 
brought up to full strength. General Corlett and General 
Landrum to be returned from BRONZE and assigned as division 
and ass't. division commanders that division, both having 
served with division in amphibious training. Second part 
follows four minutes later. 



19 0324 COM 12 to CINCPAC 



Most Secret for action Cincnac; second part my 190320 says 
Com 12. Both officers familiar with Alaskan conditions and 
, have worked joint exercises with Marine amphibious forces. 

Present location 35th Division, LOS ANGELES and its early 
relief from Western Defense Command will facilitate train- 
ing of specific force for reduction of BOODLE. Training can 
be initiated Immediately under Admiral Rockwell provided 
given first priority by Cincpac. 134 Infantry now intensive 
training should be sent OCEAN BLUE immediately for accli- 
. matization and training in preparation occupational task. 

Recommend approval of above as basis for preparation de- 
tailed plan. Request authorization take necessary measures 
implement plan coordination and collaboration with Klnkaid 
and Rockwell who have seen this message and concur para- 
phrase ends -reference Cominch 181315 War Department direct- 
ive therein your concurrence requested in working out plans 
directly with Admirals Klnkaid and Rockwell subject to your 
approval. DeWitt. . . 
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4. 19 0215 C IMCPAC to COOTSSEAFROi; Info COKINCH, COKAMPHIFORPAC 

For General DeWitt. Most secret. Studies by my staff and 
GTF 3 indicate probable 10,000 enemy at KISKA and that 2 
divisions will be required for its capture. Request your 
comment and that I be kept informed of situation as to 
availability of troop3 for the KISKA operation. Rear Ad- 
miral Spruance , my Chief of Staff, will confer with you im- 
mediately on his arrival SAN FRANCISCO tomorrow. 

19 2048 DEWITT toCINCPAC 

This from De'Vitr to Cincpac . Answering your 182345 concur 
in designation Comtaskfor 8 as commander all forces FORMULA 
project until amphibious phase is completed. Conferring with 
Admiral Kinkaid here today and will inform him detailed 
plans will be worked out between him and Commanding General 
Alaska Defense Command, All units are now available to me 
for occupation FORMULA and are assembled LONGVIEW except bat- 
talion of general service or combat engineers. Initial gar- 
rison to consist 1 battalion infantry, 2 AW batteries AA, 1 
battery 105 MM howitzer, 1 battalion engineers combat or 
general service, 1 battalion construction engineers aviation, 
1 battery 155 SM gun. Engineer battalion general service 
or combat will be made available in Alaska Defense Command 
for movement to FORMULA . 

22 0557 CI NCPAC to C CMWESEAF R NT 

For Lieut. General De"'itt. A 3 Indicated in my 212137 I 
concur your 202304. Following is tentative text of dispatch 
which I propose that we issue as our joint plan. "Objective, 
occupation of AMC:-'ITKA at earliest date. Purpose, to im- 
mediately deny AMCIIITKA to enemy and utilize it as soon as 
possible in air operations against enemy forces and KISKA 
installations. Task, seize and occupy AMCHITKA and build 
airfield thereon. In command. Commander Northern Force 
(TF 8) Pacific Fleet. Forces assigned, Task Force Eight 
plus INDIANAPOLIS, DEWEY, WORDEN , PCALK, GILLESPIE, MID- 
DLETON. Army garrison of about blank thousand plus con- 
struction and transportation forces as designated by CG 
Western Defense Command. Para. Target date January blank. 
Command of Army forces less aircraft will revert to Army 
when CG FORMULA informs CTF 8 he is ready to take over. 
Code name of this operation is CROWBAR." Request you 
give me information tosubstltute for above blanks and also 

any other suggestions to make the plan acceptable to you. 
If no appreciable disagreement exists, I suggest you in- 
clude your approval and I will issue the dispatch as com- 
ing from us both. 
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21 2238 COMGEN ALASKAN DEFENSE COM CTF 8 to CINCPAC. C0MWF.3T 3EAFR0N .etc , 

Buckner and Theobald concur that enemy discovery of CROW- 
BOW operation must be almost Immediate. Threat to BOODLE 
created thereby assures early and continuing maximum enemy 
reaction. With force herein recommended, shape of island 
confines our held position within fairly narrow limits 
near southern end of island. Subject only to our air ac- 
tion enemy thus has opportunity to infiltrated forces at 
will by barges, submarine and other transportation In: low 
visibility to unoccuDied middle and northern sections of 
Island, It is recognized that our supporting naval surface 
forces will be weak. Our occupation force must therefore 
be strong enough to assure our control of area within 
artillery range of contemplated airfields. These con- 
siderations dictate that minimum force desirable is 2 full 
regiments of infantry, 2 batteries of 155' s, 4 batteries 
75' s, 1 regiment anti-aircraft plus construction and ser- 
vice troops. This full strength must be fully available 
Dog day. Commanding General Alaskan Defense Command and 
Commander Task Force 8 jointly send. Most Secret. Radio 
HONOLULU deliver to Cincpac for action and Comwestseaf ron 
deli ver to Commanding General Western Defense Command for 
action. 

19 1906 COMINCH to CINCPAC I„fp COI.'ISOPAC, 1ST KLAR AMPHIBIOUS CORPS, etc . 

Handle this as super secret. Non addressees do not decode 
begin Cincpac 170545 and 180151 C msopac 181056. Disregard 
my 162115. NTS provide transportation for Twelfth Defense 
Battalion with. its normal equipment and supplies from SAN 
DIEGO to COPPER and if transportation can not be furnished 
by Cincpac for Tenth Defense Battalion from COPPER to port 
in Sopac designated by Cincpac. Twelfth Defense Battalion 
will load SAN DIEGO 4th January or as soon thereafter as 
transportation can be made available. Marine Corps issue 
necessary movement order Twelfth Defense Battalion. Cincpac 
advise whether transportation is or is not required for 
Tenth Defense Battalion. Marc or pa and Opnav Informed. 

23 0016 DeWITT to CINCPAC Info C0MWE5KAFR0N . 

Concur entirely your 220557 pass this to Cincpac handle as 
most secret Com 12 sending for Gen DeWitt. Army Garrison 
strength at FORMULA 6,000 including approximately 800 in 
engineer aviation construction battalion and same number 
in air combat and service units expected to be stationed at 
FORMULA upon completion construction air base. Engineer 
construction battalion aviation armed organically with 
rifles machine guns both 30 and 50 caliber and 37 millimeter 
guns and available for combat if needed. Target date 
January 5th in which Adm Kinkaid concurs. Comweseafron has 
by hand. 
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25 2050 COMGEN WEST DEF COMMAND to CINCPAC , 

C 12095 this answers your 242149. To Admiral Nimitz from 
Gen De Witt. C of S from Alaska Defense Command here a fev/ 
days ago and "brought Buckner's estimate of minimum force 
desirable for FORMULA project which was approximately same 
strength and composition as outlined in Theobalds dispatch 
212230 sent jointly to you and me. Consider minimum garrison 
necessary as outlined in my reply to your 182345 and so in- 
formed Buckner. This is force of Six thousand strength as 
contained in our joint dispatch implementing CROWBAR project. 
In discussion with Kinkaid just prior to his departure for 
north, which was attended by Admiral Smith who had just re- 
turned from ALASKA, various matters connected with CROWBAR 
project were discussed including the possibility of prompt 
retaliation by enemy. It was consensus of all present at 
conference that enemy would doubtless attempt to interfere 
with CROWBAR operation utilizing all possible means includ- 
ing submarines and possible barging of troops from KISKA. 
No one at any time expressed confidence that movement would 
be unopposed or that Navy could prevent anything coming to 
either FORMULA or LONGVIEW. Kinkaid stated it was Navy job 
to do everything possible to prevent enemy action interfering 
with movement and occupation of FORMULA and both he and 
Smith considered that effective measures with Naval forces 
available could be taken to seriously Interfere with possible 
enemy barging operations from KISKA, It may become necessary 
to augment FORMULA force later. This can only be done at 
expense of other ALASKAN garrisons and in absence of present 
unloading facilities FORMULA reinforcements should not be 
scheduled pending change in present estimate of immediate 
enemy capabilities. 

26 0612 COMSOPAC to COMSOWESFAC Info COMAIRSOPAC . CINCPAC . 

In regard to Cincpac 250303. Comsopac speaks. CACTUS gas 
situation will not yet permit repeated heavy long range 
strikes from there. Further Impracticable give fighter 
coverage CACTUS to RABAUL hence night strikes only can be 
made. Can send you 18 fortresses, 9 B-26 and 8 Lightenings 
to operate temporarily from Sowespac against RABAUL shipping. 
Request your opinion and desires in this regard. Very secret 
Comgensopac has by hand for info. 

27 1750 COMINCH to CINCPAC 

HI com Hicom. Only for addressee. Your repeated and long 
continued indication of carrier training activities in 
ORANGE waters may repeat may involve rehearsals of operations 
directed against HAWAII - MIDWAY line or elsewhere other 
than South or Southwest Pacific. 
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COMSOFAC to COMTASKFOR 67 Info CINCPAC, CTF 62. CTF 42. etc . 

30 0602 Addressees only decode. Most secret. Be prepared carry- 

out shore bombardment against MUNDA airfield on NEW GEORGIA 
during night of 4 January with three (3) CL and probably 
2 DD. Use own planes for illumination and spotting retir- 
ing them to RINGBOLT. GRAYBACK available for navigational 
or other aid desired CM information to be provided her 
through Comtaskfor 42 by January 2. Propose to employ VP 
coverage from CACTUS. Obtain air photos of target area and 
sea approaches to firing position from Comtaskfor 63. This 
operation to support landing of own troops CACTUS. Advise 
ships designated. Comsopac sends. CTF 42 and GRAYBACK 
have for info in another system. 

31 0341 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC 

Handle with utmost secrecy. It is apparent from Halsey's 
300350 that the estimated dates of readiness of amphibious 
troops contained myser 0259W of 8 December are much too 
optimistic. Therefore recommend before any directive by 
Joint Chiefs of Staff be issued that the objective and 
target date be referred to Cincpac and Comsopac for 
comment. 

31 1015 COMINCH to CINCPAC. COMSOPAC Info CSA*. VCNO . 

Very Secret. Only for addressees. Comment on contemplated 
set-up whereby Deputy Commander Sopac area relieves Comsopac 
of administrative and local operational matters including 
bases except advanced so that Comsopac is free to give full 
attention to enemy especially as SUSAN campaign progresses 
when command relations with Comsowestpac area will develop 
importance. Chief of Staff Army, VCNO informed. 
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01 0655 QTF 67 to C0M5QPAC Info CCMSOWE^PAC. OOIIINCH. GINCPAC . 

Preliminary survey results night action 30 Nov - 1 Dec. 
from OTI 67 who has not yet consulted Admiral Tisdale and 
00s HONOLULU and 4 DD's. Jap shins sunk 2 AP, 1 AK, 2 
CL { YU 3ARI or SENDARI Class) 4 DD's. 2 other AP's damaged. 
Some indication that OA was present out escaped undamaged. 
• About 5 destroyers escaped. Am convinced no landings were 
made from any ship. -Tap force believed composed of 5 AP 
or AK 3 cruisers 9 destroyers. Action commenced 2320 fol- 
lowing torpedo attack on transport group by our DD's from 
5,000 yards. Gunfire at ranges 12 to 5 thousand yards. 
BCi Radars of great benefit. Jap gun fire umimpressive 

01 2252 TIP-DALE to C0I.1PQPAC. Info GINCPAC. COMINCH. All TP COMDRS . 

Part 1 of 2 parts. Partial preliminary narrative 4th SAV0. 
Tisdale sends, 4 DD's 2 miles ahead cruisers ordered 
launch -torpedo attack followed shortly by gun fire from 
cruisers at targets already alone beach area. This at 
2323. All time L(-ll). HONOLULU commenced fire at 2324 
range 8300 closing rapidly. Order in column MINNEAPOLIS 
NEW ORLEANS, PENSACOLA, HONOLULU, NORTHAMPTON, LAMSON-, 
LARDNER. First hit I saw was on NSSfSF ORLEANS , second PEN- 
SACOLA. MINNEAPOLIS, NORTHAMPTON hits not noted. At 
midnight Wright with 2 torpedo hits and rapidly failing 
TBS ordered me take charge. Gunfire now desultory or over, 
PENSACOLA half way SAVO to RIIJO30LT speed 8. NEW ORLEANS 
retiring toward RING 30 LT speed 5 knots. NORTHAMPTON im- 
mobilized and burning advised was abandoning. MINNEAPOLIS 
making 5 knots toward LUNGA POINT. Location DD's unknown. 
Large fire alonp- stretch of beach seemed fully half mile 
long. Ordered all destroyers to stand by crippled cruisers. 
HONOLULU at about 0230 cleared area to westward to await 
daylight due 0530 when returned via South of PAVO hunting 
crinkled enemv ships south of RUSSEL ISLANDS enroute. None 
located. LARDNER, LAMS0N joined inside SAVO. End of part 
1. CT? 67 pass to Comgen C AC TUP. Info to Oomairsopac by 
hand. Gomsopac pass to Comseronsopac . 

02 0011 Part TWO of CTU 67.2.3 (TIP DALE). 

Part 2 of 4th SAVO. CTU 67.2.3 originator. MAURY patrol- 
ling TULAGI advised PERKINS and all 3 cruisers inside TULAGI 
HARBOR. Only MINNEAPOLIS visible. Circled off harbor to 
signal Wright in endeavor arrange convoy to SUTTON but con- 
tact broken when MINNEAPOLIS shifted berth behind island. 
MARUY. then advised no disabled cruisers able make trip. 
DRAYTON , FLETCHER already departed. My group started for 
BUTTON. Extent damage to enemy PENSACOLA, NEW ORLEANS, 
PERKINS, MAURY unknown. LAMSON, LARDNER, FLETCHER, DRAYTON, 
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02 0011 Part TOO of OTH 67.2.3 (TIT DALE) (Continued). 

HONOLULU undamaged except HONOLULU maximum speed 28 until 
granted 21+ hours availability repair one engine. All re- 
quire ammunition. 10 cruiser planes if none lost now at 
TULAGI 10 others BUTTON. Kitts in DRA v T0N advises his ship 
sunk 0257, 57 officers Including Captain, Executive, Navi- 
gator, Gunnery, Supply, Medical, 1st Lieut, all Comcrudiv 5 
staff 1 British and 667 enlisted arrived 3UTT0N in FLETCHER 
DRAYTON. Only 3 enlisted seriously injured. Understand 
more survivors in RJ.NG30LT area. 3elieve entire enemy at- 
tack force destroyers and submarines. 

02 0600 CTF 8 to TP 8 info CINCPAO . 

This is OTP 8 Operation Order Number 15-42. Information. 
SEMICHI convoy and KI3KA convoy enroute these destinations, 
one at least scheduled to arrive early evening December 2nd. 
Escort probably consists 1 TaMA and small number of destroyers. 
Another force speed 24 arrived in an objective area above 
time or about 0600W (-12) Dec 3rd approaching on course 040. 
Assumptions. (l) Task Force is covering escort for SEMICHI 
convoy. (2) This force is carrier raiding force or surface 
raiding force objective probably L0NOVTEW for early morning 
air attack or night shelling. Plan. This force will locate 
enemy approaching L0NOVIEW and SEMICHI - ATTU on afternoon 
2 December or as early as possible 3 December and will destroy 
fast enemy force by repeated air attacks in vicinity of L0NG- 
vTEW or full scale primary attack by air in SEMICHI area and 
will utilize surface force attack to complete destruction enemy 
combatant surface force and SEMICHI convoy in order to pre- 
vent establishment of enemy on SEMICHI INLAND while safe 
firuardine; forces and installations at L0NG7J1W. Tasks. Air 
Group. Air search unit. Locate enemy force approaching 
SEMICHI and L0NGVIEW ss late as possible in December 2nd con- 
sistent with predark return to bases and as early as possible 
on December 3rd. Determine type and number enemy combatant 
units. As consistent with primary task, assist in attacks on 
enemy combatant forces and SEMICHI convoy. Air striking 
unit. Destroy as primary target, fast enemy combatant units 
protecting SEMICHI convoy. If and when search eliminates 
probability of presence enemy near L0NGVTEW on 3 December, be 
prepared to dispatch force as early as possible against enemy 
located in ATTU" SEMICHI area. Consistent with tasks against 
enemy combatant forces, assist in destruction of transports 
and auxiliaries of SEMICHI convoy. «<ith due regard for of- 
fensive tasks, while awaiting information of enemy, safeguard 
air force at Western 3ases to maximum possi )le especially on 
early 3 December. Surface striking group. Destroy SEMICHI 
convoy when search intelligence indicates favorable situation 
or when ordered. Destroy or drive off enemy combatant units 
interfering with primary task. Consistent with primary task 
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02 0600 CTF 8 to TF 8 Info CIKCPAC . (Continued) 

and as situation warrants complete destruction of enemy 
combatant units. Xray. If not located until after arrival, 
SEMICHI convoy may be found dispersed at SEMICHI, in TEMNAC 
MASSACRE SARANA CHICHAGOF or HOLTZ BAYS ATTU or in lee of 
AGATTU. SEMICHI convoy is primary convoy objective. No 
action against KISKA convoy must interfere with or delay 
destruction SEMICHI convoy. Organization of groups and units 
and commanders thereof are set forth in my OPlan 14-42. Tasks 
of groups not mentioned herein are covered by my OPlan 14-42. 
This Op Order effective on receipt. Senavoff LONGVIEW as- 
sure delivery to BUTLER and LAN DRUM. 

04 0459 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMAIRSGPAC 

Your 270149. 2 bomber, 2 fighter strips planned for CACTUS. 
Complement aircraft desired including attack group, 80 VF 
and pursuit, 40 VSB, 18 VTB, 30 heavy bombardment, 20 med- 
ium bombardment, 12 Hudsons, 6 photo and utility, Comsopac 
sends to Cincpac for action. 

032127 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC COMSERFORPAC COMSERONSOPAC . 

272203 X SALVAGE OPERATIONS COOLIDGE WITH VIEW TO RAISING not 
practicable during war activities on account large force of 
personnel and equipment diverted from salvage and battle 
damage repairs to combatant vessels. As bow is 66 feet under 
water and stern 138 feet under water ultimate salvage considered 
questionable. Present program is cut holes in sides for re- 
moval urgently needed military materials of special value. 
This program will be continued as fill in, when« work on combat- 
ant vessels permits. Action Cominch. Info Cincpac, Comserfor- 
pac. Comsopac originates. Comseronsopac has by hand. 

04 1153 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSOPAC COMGENSOPAC COMGEN 1MAC etc . 

West of POINT CRUZ 164th Infantry patrol -killed 5 Japs 
destroyed machine gun. On upper LUNGA Marine Raider patrol 
captured 1 mortar some ammunition several machine guns and 
killed 16 orientals with loss of 4 wounded. Comsopac summary. 
3 OAs arrived BUIN from north at 1100. All times Love (-11) 
December 3rd. Left at 1700. Last seen at 1825 north of 
CHOISEUL course northeast. 10 DDs left BUIN 1300 course south- 
east. Probable these ships same as those engaged by CACTUS 
air at 1030, 150 miles, bearing 300°. Hits: 2 1000 pound hits 
on 1 vessel, 1 1000 pound hit on 2nd vessel, 2 torpedo hits on 
DD and 2 possibles on another. By hand to Comgensopac, Comgen 
1st MAC, NSS give to Cominch info. Cincpac is action. 



1193 



QECRET — 

December (GOT) 

04 1750 COKIKCH to CINCPAC Info C0I.:S0PAC. CTF 8. COKNWSEAFRON. etc . 

Addressees only decode. It is considered possible even 
probable that enemy will make definite effort to effect 
surprise even suicidal attack perhaps of air raid character 
on some of our positions and/or forces on or about 7th 
instant. Para. When you pass this despatch along make 
sure of adequate paraphrase. 

04 2153 CTF 8 to TASK FORCE 8 Info C CHINCH. CINCPAC. COMGENALDEFENSE . 

From Task Force Commander. Search plane contacted enemy 
force Lat 49-11 N, Long 180. Composition: 2 CL, several 
DDs and many transports. Course north. Speed 12. Disposition 
number 1. Search plane trailing enemy. 

05 1441 COHINCH to CINCPAC. Info CIUCLANT . C0 T roPAC , COMrOY/ESPAC . etc . 

4 AP's and 2 AK's in addition to those my 25L415 November to 
all adees expected depart base hypo late December for MERCURY 
where renort Cincpac for duty. Now Planning embark 158 
Infantry Combat Team (trained in Jungle warfare) at MERCURY 
for A30DE in JOSEPH DICKMAN CHARLES CARROLL THOMAS JEFFERSON 
ARCTURUS also Army Navy -personnel and cargo at base hvpo in 
WILLIAM MIDDLE OBERON for WHITE POPPY. C5mment . Early reply 
necessary in order arrange loading. Onnav has by hand'. 

06 0143 Comsonac to Cincpac Info COMINOH. COMSQV/ESPAC . COMG-Eir OPAC , etc . 

Night of 4th after remarkable 30 day operation through moun- 
tainous jungle 2nd Raiders reached LUNOA. Comsopas passes. 
They destroyed 5 Jap bases killed Z*00 enemy. .Suffering only 
17 dead their own force. West of MATAUIFATT 164th infantry 
killed 7 nips. On 6 missions P-39's strafed 15 enemy landing 
barges and rafts vicinity TASFAFARONOA. Jap supplies lashed 
to drums drifted toward beach. Cincpac action. Cominch 
info. Comgensopac and Con^en First Mar amph corps have by 
hand for info. 
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06 2031 CINCPAC to COMING H . 

PEN SAC OLA scheduled depart RINGBOLT 6th local for BUTTON 
speed about 8. Comsopac ordered following moves yesterday 
afternoon, TP 16 proceed toward Lat. 15-00 S, 160-00 E, 
engine speed 22, NORTH CAROLINA with DD escort from PANTAN 1 
toward same position, speed 20, OTP 64 in WASHINGTON with 
INDIANA, COLUMBIA, and DD escort from WHITE POPPY toward 
same position speed 20. HONOLULU, HELENA available DDs at 
BUTTON placed on 2 hours notice. 

06 1929 COMSOPAC to COHINCIi Info CINCPAC. COMAIRPQPAC . OTP 62. 

Your 281708 Nov. The development of BUTTON as an advance 
operating base of LION dimensions is approved. NOUMEA is 
too far from present and prospective active combat areas 
to ansver all requirements. N0 T1 KEA however is desirably 
situated for supply. Provisions. Hospitalization. Train- 
ing groups and cattle damage reuairs in conjunction with 
drydockin^r tender and shore facilities equivalent to one 
destroyer tender. Comsopac sends. Cominch action. Cincpac 
info. 

29 Nov COMSOPAC to CINCPAC 

Urdis 270841. Afirm. At BUTTON; 172nd combat team with 
103rd Field Artillery Battalion plus attached medical com- 
pany and engineer platoon. Enroute SPOONER to POPPY; one 
battalion 103rd Infantry, one battery 152nd Field Artillery, 
one battalion 169th Infantry, detachments of division ser- 
vice troops. Remainder 43rd Division, in POPPY, consists 
of 103rd Infantry, 169th Infantry, 152nd and 169th Field 
Artillery Battalions, 43rd reconnaissance troop, attached 
medical quartermaster, ordnance, engineer units. Entire 
Division reported as ready to combat except BUTTON con- 
tingent which is lacking considerable equipment. Baker. 
At CACTUS; 164th Infantry (3150), 182nd Infantry less one 
battalion (5075), 245th Field Artillery Eattalion (570), 
246th Field Artillery Battalion (486). Enroute CACTUS due 
3 December; 132nd Infantrv less one battalion (2100), 
247th Field Artillery Battalion (400). At BUTTON; 3rd 
Battalion of 182nd Infantry (900). At POPPY; 1st Bat- 
talion 132nd Infantry (900), 221st Field Artillery Bat- 
talion (500), reconnaissance squadron (196). All service 
elements at CACTUS or enroute. Cast . 9th Defense Bat- 
talion enroute CACTUS last elements arriving 3 December. 
D og . 1st Raider Battalion, present strength 16 officers, 
613 enlisted; now based WHITE POPPY. Of these 511 en- 
listed now NEW ZEALAND for recreation, rehabilitation to 
return about 20 December. Easy . 6-155 MM guns and 4-155 
MM howitzers. Enron te with Defense Battalion; 6 additional 
155 Midi guns. Karairwing ONE; headquarters WHITE POPPY, 
forward echelon CACTUS. Grouo 11 at CACTUS. and BUTTON 
(moving to CACTUS). Group 14 at CACTUS. Group 25 at Q 
TONTOUTA. VKO 251 at BUTTON. YMF 212 enroute USA. 11 -J 
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07 1251 COMIMCH to COMSOPAC Info CTIICPAC . 



As Sopac has first priority your request for shipments 
are being net and will continue to be met to the" full 
extent that shipping can be made available after denying 
much needed support to areas of lower priority. In ad- 
dition to the ships now at NOUMEA and BUTTON ships en- 
route and loading for HOUMEA will arrive throughout De- 
cember at rate exceeding 1 per day. Request you reaffirm 
that this accumulation shipping your area is wanted. 
COMSOPAC to COMGEN 1ST MARDIV , '"COMGEN FIvIAC , C0MAMPHF0RS0PAC . e t 

07 0446 Effective 10 December the GUADALCANAL - TULAGI position 

will assume a status generally similar to other island bases 
in South Pacific. The base to be known "CACTUS" will embrace 
the airfields on GUADALCANAL the seaplane base at TULAGI and 
the Advanced Naval Bases and Naval Local Defense Forces at 
GUADALCANAL and TULAGI, and all troops and installations in 
the general area. ComGen CACTUS will command the base under 
Comsopac. The principal of unity of command will be observed. 
The administration and operation of aircraft will be respon- 
sibility of Comairsopac is covered in "Organization of air- 
craft Sopac" promulgated by Comsopac serial 285 of August 4, 
1942. Naval Advance Bases and Naval Local Defense Forces 
under Comnavbase CACTUS. For purposes of planning, admini- 
stration, and development following presponsibili ties are 
established: Af irm . Airfields, seaplane bases, advanced 
naval bases, and naval local defense forces, Comnavbasels 
Sopac. Baker. Troops Comgen FMAC (Passes to Comgen Sopac 
when Army forces assume defense responsibilities). Com- 
amphibf orsopac relieved responsibility defense CACTUS but 
retains responsibility for transportation of reinforcements 
replacements relief units supplies and equipment until Com- 
seronsopac is able to assume thi3 responsibility. MTRon 3 
plus JAMESTOWN, MTRon 2 assigned to operational control 
Comadnavalbase CACTUS, Comgen FMAC, Comamphf orsopac , Com- 
navebasesopac have for action. Comgensopac, Comseronsopac 
for info all by hand from Comsopac. 

08 1225 COMSOPAC to COMINCH Info CINCPAC . 

Accumulation shipping, your 071251, considered v/arranted. 
With arrivals December, plus installation pontoon dock expect 
materially improve turn around which is main bottleneck at 
present. This will be further materials expedited by better 
loading now apparent in recent arrivals. Comsopac sends to 
Cominch for action, Cincpac information. 
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09 0405 CTF 8 to CINCPAC 

Present garrison ADAK, 16,056; TANAGA garrison 0. Pol- 
lowing future arrivals ADAK 12th, 600; 14th, 1264; December 
28th, 550 completing troop movement to ADAK. January 5th 
TANAGA troop movement from ADAK begins. Expected date 
completion January 15th. Eventual garrison ADAK 14,361. 
Eventual garrison TANAGA 4,109. Have no knowledge of ap- 
proved preliminary plan for AMCHITKA occupation. Army 
survey party proceeds there at early date. GTP 8 answers 
Cincpac 071049. 
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11 2025 CINCPAC to COM 14 Info COMINCH 

For Admiral Nimitz. B-17 strike reported was in BUIN area. 
Photos 9th local show MUNDA airfield 90$ completed with 
taxi -ways revetments bomb blast shelters 4 gun positions. 
Halsey orders Pitch make repeated attacks there. On de- 
parture RINGBOLT, MINNEAPOLIS ordered BUTTON; NEW ORLEANS, 
ACACIA. PT reports sinking Jap sub of<" KA'IIMBO night 
9th local. Tentative Comsopac plan counter Jap subs 
CACTUS, PBY locate with radar, cruiser planes illuminate 
area, PTs or available DDs strike. Vandergrift relieved 
by Patch, arrives BRISBANE 12th. Halsey advises Mac- 
Arthur 75$ 1st Mardiv have malaria. Time rehabilitation 
3, possibly 6 months considers climate of SYDNEY or further 
South necessary. RAdm. Wright ordered U.S. temporary duty 
by Halsey. Radar and sound by DD last night indicate 2 
probable" subs 20 miles from NE end MOLOKAI. Being hunted 
today by 2 DD VPBS. No word yet of 11 DD TOKYO-Expre ss 
expected CACTUS last night. 

11 2147 V OPNAV to COMSOPAC INFO CINCPAC COM 12. C0MNAVBA5ES0PAC 

^ To facilitate planning orderly flow of base materials as- 

sign relative priority on outstanding and future requests 
for base materials and organizations using decimal system. 
Pending receipt of priorities intend ship as follows: A. 
AC0RNS~3 and 4 in December. B. Communication component LION 
1 to BUTTON, FAGTRANS , CINCPAC 090109. C. Material for 
development WHITE POPPY and piling requested Comnavbasepac 
040421' as snace available. D. First echelon LION 1 early 
January Comnavbasepac 240557, BOAKE assisting. E. Stevedore 
battalions as requested my 072053. P. Will modify CUB 2 
to include all material requested your serial 0039130 and 

v , send with Its organized and trained personnel to CACTUS and 

RINGBOLT . Progressive assignment of priorities will greatly 
assist integrating concurrent development of WHITE POPPY, 
CACTUS, BUTTON and. shipment subsequent ACORNS. Pass to 
C omna vba s o pa c 
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10 2220 CCMIKCII Info CINCPAC, COKSOPAC , COKSO'VUSPAC 

This is option, negat Inter Intelligence Bulletin Number 
1 resumes former ORANGE Navy summary informative of trends 
and new developments when noted here. Zeal. Believe GinC 
3rd enroute South and will command striking force of CV's 
supoorted by GinC 2nd with available OA's and some CL's 
plus DD's. In coordination with Indicated strong land 
based aircraft forces in RABAUL- SOLOMONS believe primary 
objective will be to gain control of air first, sea com- 
mand second. CinC 8th now considered in subsidiary holt 
concerned logistics GUADALCANAL and HJNA with forces limit- 
ed to DD's, SS's and small number CL's. Info concerning 
BB's too fragmentary hazard opinion. CinC Combined be- 
lieved to retain strategic control impending operations. 
Indication MUNDA further reinforced on lOthT 

11 2025 Cincpac to Cominch. 

For Admiral Niraitz. B-17 strike reported was in BUIN 
area. Photos 9th local show MTJ1JDA airfield 90$ completed 
with taxiways revetments bomb olast shelters 4 gun posi- 
tions. Halsey orders Fitch make repeated attacks there. 
On departure Ringbolt MINNEAPOLIS ordered BUTTON, NEW 
ORLEANS ACACIA. ~PT reports sinking Jap sub off KAKIMBO 
night 9th local. Tentative Oomsonac plan counter Jap 
subs CACTUS PBY locate with radar cruiser planes illum- 
inate area PTs or available DDs strike. Vandegrift re- 
lieved by Patch arrives BRISBANE 12th. Halsey advices 
Mac Arthur 75$ l 3 ^ k'ardiv have malaria time rehabilitation 
3 possibly 6 months considers climate of SYDNEY or further 
south necessary. RA,dm Wright ordered U.S. temporary duty 
by Halsey. Radar and sound by DD last nieht indicate 2 
probable subs 20 miles from Ml end MOLOKAI. Being hunted 
today by 2 DD VPSs* No word yet of 11 DD Tokyo Express 
expected CACTUS last nisht. 

12 1501 COMSOPAC to ALL I "LAND SA°:CS ^OPAC, CTF 42. etc. Info COMINCH . 

GINCPAC . 

Refer Comsopac (originator) 070446. Hearafter follow- 
ing designations will apply: Comnavbase CACTUS includes 
Subordinate Commands of Comnavbase LUNGA and Comnavbase 
TULAC1. Comgensopac and 1MAG have. Also Conseronsopac 
and Gomnavadvbase Sopac. Info Cominch and Cincnac. 

12 2112 GINCPAO via C on 12 to CTF g Info COMINCH. CINCPaS ADllTll . 

This from Cincpac. Following has been sent by DeV/itt with 
concurrence of Cominch and Cincpac "Suspend all action in 
connection with occupation of TANAGA pending further 
instructions from this headquarters. Retain troops des- 
tined for TANAGA at ADAK taking all measures possi )le to 
contri m%<$ to their comfort and use them to maximum to 
expedite construction dispersal areas harbors and storage no 
facilities ADAK. Further information later. XI OO 
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11 1629 CCMIIIi;iI to BUAEP. CIITCLANT. CIIICPAC. Info BuOrd. Opnav. etc. 

Plan eventually to return all PBY planes from advanced 
combat areas, and to replace with squadrons equipped with 
PBM3C planes. About 14 new PBM3C squadrons should oecome 
operative on East Coast by July 1943. Of these half are 
assigned Oinclant and half Oincpac. Cinclant designate 
and arrange for transfer to Pacific at least 1 P 3.13c 
squadron per no nth beginning January. These squadrons as 
received will reolace PBY squadrons now in Pacific. 
Gincnac designate PBY squadrons to be returned and arrange 
for their return to Continental II. 8. as appropriate. 
Cincpac is authorised to delay return of these squadrons 
at discretion X Upon return, PBY squadrons will become 
available for redistribution by Coninch. Squadron per- 
sonnel to be transferred will consist of 1 and 1/2 combat 
flight crews per aircraft assigned, plus 2 ground officers 
and 6 enlisted technicians per squadron. Transfer of 
headnuarters squadrons or other ground personnel not in- 
volved in this movement . Any readjustment of such ground 
personnel is to be handled through normal channels. 3uaer 
initiate advance flow of supporting material to operating 
areas as designated by Cincnac. Buaer has this for action. 
Bu^rd and VOnnav for info. 

15 0422 C0KS0PAC to CINCPAC Info COMSWPAC, ALL TF COMS SOPAC AREA 

Catalina bombed and strafed MUNDA for three hours night 
of 13th from 2000 feet. Fortresses and CACTUS planes" con- 
tinued attacks on 14th reporting that runway appeared well 
bombed. Scouts report any casualties MUNDA area from bomb- 
ing of 12th also that Japs have 5 inch AA gun there. Some 
sources indicate no Japs on CIIOISEUL except radio post on 
northwest tip at MALAVAGA. Two B17 ' s bombed KAHILI RPT 
KAHILI on 14th meeting no AA or fighter opposition. From 
Comsopac . Ground forces continued patrols in GUADALCANAL 
on 13th and reconnoitered Mount KUSTI1! prior to intended 
occupation. 2 MG positions and crews destroyed. Several 
ORANGE planes dropped bombs near HENDERSON FIELD fighter 
strip with damage. Destroyer SAUFLY depth charged aub 
resulting in oil slick east of GUADALCANAL night of 13th. 
B 17 ' s reports 3 DD I s , 3 tankers, 4 AE's, 1 passenger 
liner possibly AH at BUIN . 3 destroyers south of BUKA; 
one with stern blown off being towed by another. 

10 2147 CCMINCH to CINCPAC, COMSOPAC, COMWESEAFRON Info MARCORPS , etc 

Para 1. Marine Corps make following units available for 
loading at SAN DIEGO beginning 10 January, 1943, and trans- 
fer as soon thereafter as practicable to Sooac area: (Afirm) 
Advance echelon headquarters 3rd M a rdiv, 12 officers, 100 
enlisted men and 200 measurement tons. (Baker) 9th Marine 
Regiment reinforced, 245 officers, 5400 enlisted men and 
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December (GOT ) ^SS% 
10 2147 COi.IINCH to CINCPAC etc . (Continued) 

25,000 measurement tons. Para 2. Ultimate destination 
of units as Gincpac directs. Para 3. NTS provide sea 
transportation issue necessary instructions regarding 
loading of vessels, and inform other action addressees of 
names of vessels involved in movement, date available for 
loading, and approximate date of departure UNITED STATES 
ports. Para 4. Marcorps (Afirm) Assist in preparation 
of loading plans as necessary. (Baker) Provide normal 
weapons and equipment, 90 days supply, 10 units of fore 
all units. Para 5. Code name this movement Tiresome.. 
Marcorps and Opnav have by hand. NXZ give to Comgen 1st 
MAC. Com 11 pass tc Comgen FIT, SAN DIEGO area. Para 6. 
Execute this plan on receipt. 

15 2350 COIvISOWESPAC to CIKCPAC Info COMSOPAC 

Information very meager and old concerning DUTCH NEW GUINEA, 
following best available: positions ( Comsowespacf or sending, 
action Cincpac, info Comsopac) at SOAONG BANC and FAK-FAK 
total strength 6-000. Allied ship attacked in eastern ARA- 
FURA SEA 15th by plane presumed from DOBO in AROE ISLANDS 
where garrison estimated 140 in September. 7000 troops 
Portugese TIMOR covering north coast thoroughly, 26-4600 
Dutch TIMOR mostly KAMPANG area. TORRES STRAIT open but 
some passes great barrier reef mined according of despatches. 
Northeast NEW GUINEA, WEWAK and MADANG occupied, no estimate 
strength. HOLLANDIA not occupied December 4th; native police 
pro Japanese. LAE SALAMAUA unreliable, estimate 4000 in- 
cluding construction workers and aircraft ground crews. 
CAPE WARD HUNT area 1400. BUNA area 1400. 3000 along 
SOPUTA track (leads inland about halfway between BUNA and 
GONA ) 

16 2115 COMINCH to CINCPAC Info COMGEN FMF AT SAN DIEGO 

Reference my 092145. Plan send 12th Marine Defense Battalion 
to COPPER early January to relieve 10th Defense Battalion 
which will embark same vessel for ROSES, Plan to exchange 
12th and 10th equipment thus avoid unloading copper. Remain- 
der of 12th Battalion equipment unable to load in vessel 
provided by NTS will be sent from West Coast direct to final 
destination for assignment 4th Defense Battalion on Its with- 
drawal from ROSES. . Do you concur? Request immediate reply 
in order to arrange transportation. 
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17 0812 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMSQWESPAC , All TF CQMS SOPAC . 

CACTUS ground forces extended patroling on 15th. Comsopac 
puts out the dope, 24 Japs killed, 6 Marines wounded. 
MUNDA bombed by Catallna night of 15th and twice by B-17's 
on 16th. In the morning strike 3 of 12 attacking float 
zeros were destroyed and 1 B-17 shot down near TETAPARI, 
NEW GEORGIA. Crew rescued. At 2240 L (-11) SBD's on strike 
against 6 DDs seen approaching MUNDA, 1 SBD hit 1 destroyer 
with 500 lb, bomb near miss with 200 pounders. 2nd SBD 
bombed same target fut failed to return to base and results 
unobserved. Other SBD's failed to locate target and bombed 
runway. Portress bombed KAHILI runway morning 16th, 
Dauntless and Wildcat silenced anitaircraft positions bombed 
and straffed REKATA area evening of 16th. KINGFISHER sank 
midget sub GUADALCANAL area. Small schooner destroyed in 
RUSSELL ISLAND by CACTUS air. On 15th MUNDA craters appeared 
to have been filled. Photos on 16th show BALALLE coral 
surfaced fighter strip 2000 feet long 75 percent completed.. 
Local sources report 2 subs at REKATA 4 different nights 
during December. 12 DDs, 6 APs AKs , 2 Tankers, 5 float zeros 
and 7 flying boats reported at BUIN 16th, Damaged tanker 
still anchored there. 8 of the Destroyers arrived BUIN from 
north during morning and 6 left for south late in afternoon, 
BAR UNA and KONGO according to captured documents left SOLOMON 
action October 14th at speed of 29 knots. 

18 0151 CINCPAC to COMINCH Info COMSOPAC 

My objection to arrangement your 162115 is that In spite 
concurrence my 170545 to tentative destination ROSES for 
10th Defense Battalion I think that situation might require 
Halsey to change employment this battalion to a forward area. 
It is the only such organization uncomnited and suitable for 
this use during the next few months. I had therefore contem- 
plated asking Halsey to consider retiring the 4th Defense 
Battalion without relief or to fill its place with Army per- 
sonnel. Due to freedom from malaria 10th will be more effective 
than 4th even after latter has been rehabilitated. Experience 
shows undesirabllity of exchanging weapons particularly when 
differences exist. Also it has been found most desirable 
where spare parts are immediately available. To summarize the 
foregoing I think 10th Battalion should leave HAWAII with its 
own weapons and thus ready to land and fight in a forward area 
if required. Request action your 162115 be withheld until 
Halsey' s further comment obtained 
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18 1056 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COM IMG H 

Your 180151 to Comlnch, Comlnch 162115 not received. 
Until your reference was received have planned: Afirm. 
10th Defense Battalion relieve 4th ROSES. Baker. 4th 
LONGBOW rehabilitation; Cast. 11th (now arriving in 
area) temporarily to BUTTON pending further probable 
duty TULAGI-PORT PURVIS; D g. 3rd now being relieved by 
Army CACTUS to LONGBOW rehabilitation. Result availabi- 
lity, 11th depending results reconnaissance and develop- 
ments, 3rd and 4th available about March for employment 
new areas. Will proceed on above basis unless otherwise 
instructed. Comsopae to Cincpac for Info ^ominch. 

19 2206 SENAV CACTUS to C0MAXR50PAC Info CINCPAC. COMSOPAC etc. 

Summary of flights from dawn yesterday until daylight this 
morning. 12 SBD's escorted by fighters hit MUNDA 1330 L)- 
11) destroying several building and received no opposition 
from enemy planes or AA. 7 B-17'a bombed MUNDA 1715 L start- 
ing several fires. Anti-aircraft fire light. Runway has 
several bomb craters from previous raids." These planes, 
sent to attack shipping at BUIN were met by at least 20 
enemy planes in air over SHORTLAND ISLAND. Some were 0's, 
some float 0's and other float biplanes. Japs did no damage 
with phosphorous bombs but 1 B-17 and 5 P-38 received damage 
from bullets. About 25 float planes and 4 flying boats were 
in KULITANAI BAY, SHORTLAND ISALND and AA was received from 
K0R0R0. Weather bad in vicinity and our striking force 
turned back and bombed MUNDA. All planes returned. 1 B-17 
over KIHILI for 2 hours starting 0045, 1 over MUNDA from 
midnight until 0400, 1 spent 2 hours over BUKA leaving 
there at 0300, They dropped 20 hundred pound bombs, several 
flares, and many empty bottles at irregular intervals from 
BUKA; 1 large fire was left burning at south west end of 
runway; 1 DC at northeast end BUKA passage. 3 SBD's, one 
PBY dropped flares and searched unsuccessfully for transport 
reported at TASSAFARONGA at 2300 L(-ll). No signs of enemy 
activity seen. Small groups of Japs straffed during day on 
coast road between TONEGI RIVER and TASSAFARONGA. RDO 
BUTTON pass to ^omgen 1st Mar for Info. 

20 2207 SENAV GUADALCANAL to COMAIRf-QPAC . Info CO ARMY FORCES SOPAC. et 

Condensed version of 24 hours preceding 0600 Love (-11) 
today. Attack on MUNDA by 4 B-17's with indifferent results 
at 0700 received little AA. Planes over local Jap territory 
during entire day saw few si^ns of activity. Single 3ogie 
on screen at 2350 came to CAPE ESPERANCE and v ithdrew track 
300, 2 3—17 * f attacked two AKs East of KIHILI airdrome with 
500 lb ryombs from 0200 until 0345. Direct hit 2 near misses 
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20 2207 SENAV GUADALCANAL to C0MAIRS0PAC . etc . (Continued) 

started fire on one ship, 3 near misses on 2nd. Strafed 
both vessels. Damaged ship settling by stern when last 
seen. Small calibre AA from ship and airdrome. One Port- 
ress harassed MUNDA for three hours beginning at 0100 
dropped 20 100 pounders from 4000 feet. Results unobserved. 
No sign of Jap activity. One similar type plane spent hour 
over BUKA dropping 100 lb. bombs. Hit wharf SOHONA TSSPAND(?) 
and north east jetty starting fire latter place. Small 
calibre anti aircraft ineffective. Another fortress molested 
KIHILI from 0200 to 0400 with same armament. Dropped two 
bombs on NADI village and two on landing strip on BALLALE 
ISLAND. Daily searches all completed. Air observation 
indicates field on BALLALE ISLAND ready for use. Request 
photo reconnaissance. Pass to Comgen 1MAC for information. 

20 2304 DE WITT to GINCPAC 

Prom General De Witt to Cincpac. Preliminary report FORMULA 
reconnaissance indicates suitable fighter field strip at the 
head of CON STAN TINE HARBOR 150 feet wide by 3,000 with metal 
mat can be constructed in from 2 to 3 weeks. Sites exist 
for fields more than 5,000 feet long suitable as main field 
and can be constructed In period estimated as from 90 to 120 
days and provide some dispersion. I Interpret this report 
as meaning construction of airfield on FORMULA is feasible 
and as placing Joint Directive in effect. Do you concur? 

21 0215 CTF 8 to CINCPAC 

To Cincpac for action. Originator CTF 8 considers additional 
forces required for escort and covering in CROWBAR operation 
(your 182321) are three modern cruisers, one of which should 
be 8 Inch and one squadron new DDs . Recognize probable un- 
availability but state estimated requirements as suggested in 
reference. Consider early discovery of movement by enemy air 
and submarines certain threat to BOODLE must result In im- 
mediate and maximum possible enemy reaction. First and in- 
complete report from FORMULA survey party establishes that 
Japs have dug test holes east end of island within past month 
and are keeping area under close air observation. Am prepar- 
ing plans on basis of present local naval strength as any 
reenf orcement can be absorbed with very minor alteration. 

21 0830 CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH CQMWESEAFRON , COMNOWESEAFRON . 

FORMULA Survey Party returned LONG VIEW December 19. Report 
concerning construction air fields follows. Metal mat fighter 
strip 150 by 3000 feet head of CON ST ANT I NE HARBOR feasible by 
aviation batallion in 2 or 3 weeks after starting construction. 
Sites exist for main airfield with some dispersion. 90 to 120 
days estimated to complete field 5000 by 200 feet by 1 aviation 
batallion. Tracks and test holes indicate enemy has investi- 
gated southern end of island for suitable airfield. Island 
scouted by enemy air both days but survey party believes tjhev 
were not sighted. Addees pass to Cincpac for action. Xcv^> 
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21 2307 GTF 8 to CINGPAC Info COMINCH. CG ADC 

OTP 8 reports. Coordinated air attack shore installations 
KISKA HARBOR 1345 to 1350 W(-10) December 20 by 5 B-24's, 
4 B-26*s, 4 B-25's, and 9 P-38 f s. 52 500 pounders on Sub- 
base area with hits heavy explosions and flames observed 
in buildings south of Marine railway. South and north 
heads strafed and bombed with 48 100 pound demolition. 
Direct hit on gun emplacement and on building AA battery 
area. Camp area strafed and bombed with 16 each 100 
pound incendiaries magneizum and general purpose. Results 
not observed except hit on munition sheds with heavy ex- 
plosion. P-38's strafed camp area south and north head 
and beached cargo ship. All planes returned. Light bat- 
tle damage from heavy AA. 1 pilot, 1 crew member minor 
injuries. For Cincpac action, Cominch info, CG ADC by hand. 

23 0407 CINCPAC to CCMWESEAFRONT Info COMINCH 

For General DeWitt. Concur your 211820 as basis for 
initiating training. Request you send me your suggested 
draft of the joint directive we should issue in carrying 
out task B of Clinch 181315. Foregoing based on assump- 
tions, Afirm, That troops have been or will be made 
available to your. Baker, That location of amphibious 
training is satisfactory to Rockwell, Cast. That neces- 
sary transports for the indicated combat loading can be 
made available for the actual operation against BOODLE. 

23 0016 DeWlTT to CINCPAC Info COMWESEAFRON . 

Concur entirely your 220557 pass this to Cincpac handle, 
(copies in pinks as this despatch is Most Secret), 

23 2215 CINCPAC to CTF 8 Info COMINCH CTF 3 COMWESEAFRON etc . 

Execute the following plan which is issued jointly by Cincpac 
and CG Western Defense Command. Objective. Occupation of 
AMCHITKA at earliest date. Purpose, To deny AMCHITKA im- 
mediately to enemy and utilize it as soon as possible in air 
operations against enemy forces and KISKA Installations, 
Task, Seize and occupy AMCHITKA and build airfield thereon. 
In Command, Commander Northern Force (CTF 8) Pacific Fleet. 
Forces Assigned. Task Force 8 plus INDIANAPOLIS, DEWEY, 
WORDEN, KALK, GILLESPIE, MIDDLETON. Army Garrison of about 
6000 plus transportation forces as designated by ComGen 
Western Defense Command, Target Date. January FIFTH. Command 
of Army Forces less aircraft will revert to Army when CG 
FORMULA Informs CTF 8 he Is ready to take over. Code name 
of this operation is CROW-BAR, Addressees pass for info to 
interested Army Commands, 
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23 2359 CTF 17 to CINCPAC Info CON GEM 7th ALRFOHCE . 

CTF 17 speaking. Pass to ComGen 7th Air Force, ^itial 
estimates of attack are approximately 90% of projectiles 
were placed in target area. Every indication attack 
complete surprise. No AA fire until after passage of 1st 
Airplane. Many fires started which were visible 75 miles. 
No injury to personnel, only minor damage to aircraft. 
Photo airplane departed 0420 Y (Plus 12). 

24 0616 COMSOFAC to CINCPAC Info ALL TFC SOPAC COMSOWESTPAC NZNB . 

Day long strafing Nip positions GUADALCANAL featured activity 
there 23rd. SBTs, SBDs and fortresses hit MUNDA noon same 
day concentrating areas just north and east of field and on 
coastal gun positions and west end runway. 7 zeros downed 
by fighter escort. Photos this strike show clearing under- 
way for possible extension eastern end of strip, which ap- 
pears useable. Single B-17 harassed MUNDA prior dawn today. 
1 AK, 8 other ships BUIN yesterday with 20 planes on KAHILI 
field. At 230535 GCT 1 CL, 1 DD between FAISI and VELLA LA- 
VELLA on southeast course. From Comsopac. NWX pass to NXNB 
for info. 

24 0225 CTF 8 to CINCPAC 



Comtaskforce 8 sends. Radio Honolulu pass to Cincpac for 
action. DeWitts orders to Buckner establish CROBAR Army 
force as follows: 1st Echelon total 2952 composed of 1 
Battalion infantry, 1 Eattery 75' s, 1 Battery 155' s, 2 
Antiaircraft Batteries, plus regiment engineers; 2nd Echelon 
probably 2 weeks later total 1600 composed of 1 Battalion 
of infantry, plus engineers. lOOOmiscellaneous troops not 
yet assigned to echelons. Total 5560. Buckner' s chief of 
staff reports from personal conference with DeWitt in San 
Francisco that latter realizes larger garrison more desir- 
able but has decided against increased force for the fol- 
lowing reasons: A. Additional freight tonnage involved. 
B. "The Navy is confident the movement will be unopposed 
and that they can prevent anything coming either to FORMULA 
or L0NGVIEW. r \ 
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25 0303 CINCPAC TO COKSPPAC INFO CPKSOWESTPACFOR. COMAIRSOPAC ,COMINCH . 

Present concentration over 100 Jap ships in RABAUL offers 
best chance of war to date to strike crippling blow at enemy 
overseas transportation service. Request your ideas and 
specific comments a s to planes and munitions available for 
all out air strike combining low altitude bomb and torpedo 
attack on shipping by medium bombers and lightning fighter 
escort from BUTTON via CACTUS coordinated with maximum effort 
by heavy bombardment aviation against adjacent airdromes and 
AA installations in RABAUL area. Coordination with Sowe3pac 
forces necessary in order to provide maximum effort. Sun-gest 
you take up with Mac Arthur. Also believe this enemy concen- 
tration warrants greater number of our submarines in RABAUL 
approaches. Carpenter pass to MacArthur. 

25 0449 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH COMAIRSOPAC COMGEN CACTUS ETC 



Comsopac sending. Current night nuisance raids over CACTUS 
are lowering combat efficiency of our troops through loss of 
sleep and increased exposure to malaria during hours of dark- 
ness spent in fox holes and dub outs. Recommend that a 
minimum of 6 night fighting aircraft with homing radars and 
personnel now undergoing night fighter training plus ground 
equipment be dispatched CACTUS earliest time. Best available 
altitude determining intercepter radars with night fighter 
directing personnel should accompany. Advise. Action Cincpac 
info Cominch, Coraairpac, Comgen CACTUS, Comairwlngspac , 
Comgensopac, Comfair NOUMEA by hand, Comairsopac, "please pass 
to Comairwing 1. 

26 0224 COMAIRSOPAC TO COMSOPACFOR Info CINCPAC, COKSO'VESPACFOR 

Christmas photos BALLALE ISLAND show landing strip to be 
surfaced 3500 feet with 500 feet north east end unfinished. 
Clearing extends complete length island from northeast to 
southwest beaches. Dispersal lane southwest end much im- 
proved. 1 Revetment finished 7 more under construction. 
Similar dispersal area started to northeast end. No planes 
observed but strip looks serviceable. Large concentration 
stores southwest tip of island. Previous dispatch erroneously 
reported strip to be shorter. Careful check show these 
measurements more accurate. 
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30 0350 COKSOPAC to CINCPAC . 

Urals 270841 November. Following planned. A, By 10 Jan. 
entire Americal and 25th Divisions in CACTUS. 2nd Marine 
Division in CACTUS. 1st Marine Division in AUSTRALIA. 
214th Coast Artillery Regiment embarking WHITE POPPY for 
CACTUS. 1st Raider Battalion and 2nd Parachute Battalion 
from SPOOLER embarking at POPPY. 6th Construction Battalion 
enroute CACTUS to FULCRUM for rehabilitation. B. About 
25 January 2nd Marine Regiment embark CACTUS for LONGBOW, 
27th Construction Battalion embark WHITE POPPY for CACTUS. 
C. Debark 3rd Raider Battalion from STRAW at BUTTON. D. 
30 January embark 8th Marine Regiment at CACTUS for LONGBOW. 
E. 20 February embark 6th Marine Regiment at CACTUS for 
LONGBOW. P, About 14 January 11th Defense Battalion unload 
RINGBOLT for gradual transfer to PORT PURVIS. More detailed 
info regarding movements by airmail. 




30 0627 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC info COMSOWESPAC , ALL TF COMS SOPAC etc . 

CACTUS Marines killed 110 Japs 27th and results artillery 
fire plus minor clashes raise total enemy slain GUADALCANAL 
past few days to 155-165. Pair of small AKs at WICKHAM 
left blazing exploding total wrecks after 2 BLUE air strikes 
29th. Early CATS harassed MUNDA 29th and 30th dropping bombs 
and mortar shells. Comsopac daily dope. Rdo AUCKLAND pass 
to NZNB, Heavy AA 29th from point and shore emplacements 
toward K0KENG0L0, Further reports much barge activity and 
unloading southeast KOLOMBANGARA . KUNDU POINT west GANONGGA 
also may be staging point MUNDA supply. Barges small AKs 
there 27th and 100 men ashore. Native patrol SANTA ISABEL 
jumped 24 Japs December 28th only 3 escaped alive. 29th 
air search REKATA saw construction continuing PAPATURA 
ISLAND strafed 3 float planes on water. 

30 1325 COKSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH . 

Cincpac action Comsopac originator Cominch info. Cominch 
151650 . Cincpac 170505. Following units CACTUS-RINGBOLT 
area by unit, Officers strength, enlisted. A. Army. 246th 
P. A. Battalion 25, 418. 164th Inf. Regt. 123, 3325. 182nd 
Inf. Regt. 125, 2511. 247th F.A. Battalion 26, 369. 245th 
F.A. Battalion 29, 524. 132nd Inf. Regt. 126, 3536. 
Americal Division service troops 102, 1235, reconnaissance 
Squadron 12, 470. B. Navy. Advanced Bases 138, 604. 6th 
Construction Battalion 17, 955. Acorn Red 150, 1368. C. 
Marine. First Marine Division service and special detach- 
ment 25, 1000. 7th Marines reinforced 241, 4202. Second 
marines reinforced 209, 4435. 8th Marines reinforced 140, 
2808. 3rd Defense Battalion 241, 4202. 5th Defense Battalion 
79, 272. 9th Defense Battalion 51, 1139. 3rd Barrage Balloon 
Squadron 11, 220. 18th Construction Battalion 14, 523. 
155 mm Battery Corps Artillery 7, 148. Info military equip- 
ment not withdrawn follows by airmail. 10 07 
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31 0836 C0MS0PAC to CINCPAC Info COMSWPAC , ALL TP GOMS SOPAC , etc. 

Daily dope from Comsopac patrols killed 20 more Japs and 
single dive bomber demolished heavy gun behind their lines 
the 30th. 1700 love (-11) same day SBD's and F4F's raid- 
ed REKATA scoring bomb hits new buildings PAPATIRAGIA 
ISLAND and other structures SUAVANUA POINT. Only slight 
AA. Special RECCE VILA area southeastern KOLOMBANGARA 
1140 love 30 negative. WICKHAM HARBOR empty oil slicks 
evidence almost certain destruction AK 1 s bombed there 
29th. P-39's and F4F's destroyed 5 small barses another 
point on south VANGUNU 1300 love 30th. CW reports DD 
close inshore CHOISEUL BAY 30th and DD patrols off north- 
ern entrance TONOLEI area said daily late afternoon routine. 
Kips hot breath on North SOLOMONS watchers and 1 in 
CHOISEUL made forced move yesterday. Shipping still light 
FAI5I-BUIN area but 91 vessels seen RABAUL 1000 love 30th. 
Medium bombers now using MUNDA where PBY's made nuisance 
raids this morning. At 0600 love 31 search from CACTUS 
saw 5 submerged possible midget subs in MAROVO LAGOON. 
Strike despatched. BLUE subs report following successes: 
ALBACORE got 6,000 ton AK or AP just off MADANG December 
k8th. GREENLING sank 2 AK's northeast of ADMIRALTYS and 
DD north by BOUGAINVILLE STRAIT. 

31 0830 C OMARA IRWIN G 2 to COMAIRSOPAC Info CINCPAC, COMSOPAC etc. 

6 B-26's protected by 4 Lightnings CMA, 4 Cobras CMA, 
4 Wildcats dropped 6 500 and 42 100 pound bombs MUNDA 
field 1630 L (minus 11) CMA altitude 8000. No enemy 
planes seen on ground or in air. AA heavy but not ef- 
fective. 1 P-39 landed In water on way up CMA pilot 
ashore safely RUSSELL. About large caliber AA guns 
now at MUNDA, Wildcats had difficulty maintaining speed 
of bombers. Hand for info to Comgen FMAW. 

31 0459 CINCPAC to COIvIINCH Info COMGENHAWDEPT 

Presume you have been informed of Emmons 282325 to Chief 
of Staff, U.S. Army. I plan to give maximum employment 
to bombardment aircraft as suggested by your 261315. 
This is not only effective action against enemy but ex- 
cellent training for all concerned. In addition believe 
important to add to long range search and striking forces 
here while there is threat to outlying bases this area. 
Addtional bombardment group Is most desirable. 
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31 1100 COMSOPAC to CTF 63, CTF 67 Info COMOEK CACTUS, etc, 

311100 part 1 of 3 parts. Comsopac Operation Plan 1-43. 
Task Grouo 62.6 Captain Re if snider consisting 6 AP's, 1 AK, 
5 DD's depart WHITE POPPY 1800 GCT December 31st to land troop 
reenf orcements and cargo for GUADALCANAL and TULAGI embark 
personnel and equipment for further transfer in accordance 
Comtaskfor 62 Operation Order A26-42. Landings is scheduled 
to commence LUIJGA POINT area by 1830 GCT January 3rd. Es- 
timate withdrawal of 5 AP's with personnel will be completed 
by local night January 6th. Task organization. Task Force 
63 Vice Admiral Fitch shore-based air units CACTUS, RING- 
BOLT, BUTTON. Task Force 64 Rear Admiral Lee Batdiv 6; 
DUNLAP, FANNING, MAURY, LARDNER. Task Force 67 Rear Admiral 
Ainsworth; LOUISVILLE, HONOLULU, HELENA, NASHVILLE, ST. LOUIS, 
COLUMBIA, ACHILLES, FLETCHER, DRAYTON, LAMS ON, OBAN N ON , NICHO- 
LAS, GRAYBACK. Task unit 66.1.6 Commander Ryan: PLATTE, 
LANSDOWNE, no general task. This force will cover Task 
Group 62.6 until safe withdrawal of 5 AP's from CACTUS area 
as determined by Commander, South Pacific Force. End 
part i. Addees who have all 3 parts by hand and otherwise 
stated In part 3. 

31 1112 COMSOPAC to CTF 65. CTF 67 Info CTF 42. CINCPAC . etc. 

This is part 2 of my Opplan 1-43. Tasks. Task F rce 63 
provide close air protection for Task Group 62.6 from point 
Q until safe withdrawal 5 AP's, strike enemy forces and in- 
stallations repeatedly commencing 3 January as far north 
as and including BUIN area, provide air protection for approach 
and withdrawal of Task Force 67 MUNDA bombardment unit period 
(Comsowespac Plans to strike RABAUL every morning until and 
including January 7th) . Task Force 64 depart NOUMEA 1800 
GCT January 1st arrive point S 0800 GCT January 3rd operating 
thereafter as practicable in general area point S until 
otherwise directed. Task Force 67 depart BUTTON 0300 GCT 
January 2nd contact Task Group 62.6 approximately 60 miles 
south of Point Q at 2100 GCT January 2nd, proceed independ- 
ently thereafter to operate 100 miles northeast of point Q, 
detach unit to bombard MUNDA airfield installation NEW GEORGIA 
the night of January 4th local date, be prepared to counter 
enemy threats against landing and withdrawal one rations of 
Task Group 62.6. Task Unit 66.1.6 depart WHITE POPPY 1800 
GCT January 2nd proceed to arrive point at 2300 GCT the 
4th, operate to eastward passing through ooint daily at 
2000 and 0700 all GCT for fueling rendezvous until further 
orders. Finish part 2. Adees who have all 3 parts by hand 
or otherwise listed in part 3 

31 1124 COMSOPAC to CTF 65. CTF 64, ALL TF COMSOPAC. GRAYBACK . etc. 

Part 2of 311100 started "This is oart 2 of my Opplan 1-43". 
"/hat follows is part 3 of Comsopac 311100. Opplan 1-43 part 
3. Logistics fuel in battleships, cru'sers, PLATTE, WHITE 
POPPY, BUTTON. Communications in accordance Pac 70 TF Com- 
manders frequency 4205 KCS series. In addition Comsopacr^2Q9 
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31 1124 (Continued) 



will guard secondary series as follows: commencing with 
execution this plan. 4295 KG 3 from 0700 to 800 GCT. 8590 
continuously. 12885 from 1800 to 0700 GCT . Employ secondary 
frequencies as necessitated by volumns of traffic or inter- 
ference on a primary circuit. Operation traffic will be 
paralleled on NPM fox and loted during period of operations. 
Point latitude 14 South, longitude 164 East; point Q lat. 
12-30 South, long. 152-45 East; point S lat. 15 South, long. 
159 East. This Operation Plan effective on receipt. Com- 
sopacfor at N0Uf.:EA . End Operation Plan. CTP 62, CTG 62.6 
and Comseronsopac have by hand for information. CTP 64 action 
and Comgensonac info bv hand. Comgen CACTUS and Comnavbases 
CACTUS and RINGBOLT info. GRAYBACK has in another system 
33 an action addee. 

01 0514 COMSOPAC to COMNAVBASESOPAC , COMGEN CACTUS, COMGEN 1ST MAC . 

PORT PURVIS (FLORIDA ISLAND) development as fleet anchorage 
and transhipment point approved. Harbor survey and develop- 
ment of harbor facilities, underwater defenses, shore storage 
facilities responsibility Comnavbasessopac . Defense PORT 
PURVIS responsibility Comgen CACTUS. 11th Defense Battalion 
assigned as initial defense force. Responsible Commanders 
proceed with development PORT PURVIS earliest practicable 
date and make detailed recommendation for ultimate develop- 
ment and defense. Code name PINMONEY assigned PORT PURVIS. 
Carpender pass to MacArthur. Comsopac sends. Comnavbase- 
sopac has as action adee. Also action Comgen CACTUS, Comgen 
1st MAC, Comgen Sopac, CTP 62, Comseronsopac have by hand 
all info. Comnavbase CACTUS info. 



31 2140 CTF 8 to CINCPAC Info COMINCH, COMGEN ADC . 

Air action as follows. All times GOT. For action Cincpac 
Info Cominch. From CTF 8. 2130 December 30th 14 P-38's, 
3 B-25's found recently arrived AK's or AP's KISKA HARBOR, 
Also 3 small subs probably midgets. 8 Lightnings proceed- 
ing for bombing and strafing attack engaged by 4 float zeros 
at 2000 feet. Attack broken up. 2 Lightnings shot down 1 
zero crashed water. 5 other float zeros seen in air. 1 
B-25 shot down (Probably AA fire). Other 2 attacked cargo 
ships with 4 500 pounders and 3 300' s. Results unobserved. 
2nd attack at 0147 on 31st, 5 heavies 8 medium dropped 77 
quarter ton bombs and 5-300 on cargo ships. Observed results 
include 3 hits one ship 2 on other with smoke and heavy 
explosion from 1. During afternoon attack bombers encountered 

1 Float zero. Catallna off KISKA, attacked by 4 zeros evaded 
In cloud cover. Afternoon photographs show 6 zero (4 twin 
float 2 single float) on beach also show new ships are ap- 
proximately 465 and 300 feet In length. Former still loaded. 
Army Catalina during morning attack landed vicinity crashed 
B-25 and took off but not heard from since. All planes after- 
noon mission returned, minor damage, 1 tail gunner killed i q 

2 pilots minor Injuries from AA . ±CXO 
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01 1136 COMSOPAC to CINCPAC Info COMINCH . 

For Cincpac Cominch only. Prom Corns opac . Cominch 311405. 
2nd Marine Division being withdrawn as rapidly as availability 
shipping permits. Plan loading 2nd and 8th Marines CACTUS 
25th and 28th. 6th Marines now enroute arrive CACTUS 4th for 
6 weeks combat experience. See also last sentence this despatch. 
Ships which land 6th will load 7th for ADOBE. Copy shipping 
schedule has been airmailed Cincpac. Last element Army 25th 
Division due CACTUS 4th. Present plans for cleaning up CACTUS 
situation: A. Seizure by Army of POINT AUSTIN a Jap held hill 
mass dominating present position from south. B. Landing re- 
inforced regiment vicinity TASSAPARONGA about 18th to sever 
Jap communications and pocket Jap main body. C. Subsequent 
cleaning up operations. For your personal information were it 
practicable to withdraw them earlier I would feel retention 
Second Marine Divisi on CACTUS as outlined above essential until 
Army combat efficiency has been demonstrated. 



1211 



s ecret 

December 1st 

Further renorts of the 4th 3ettle of SAVO are contained 
in CTE 67 010655 (via Comsopacj, and Rear Admiral Tisdale's 
012252 and 020011. It is believed that our damaged cruisers can 
be patched un and sent to AUSTRALIA for preliminary repairs, 
then to U.S. yards. Rear Admiral Wright *S force has repulsed 
another push of the enemy and inflicted severe losses. We con- 
tinue to retain command of the sea in the Southern SOLOMONS. 

Twenty six .Tan survivors of a Jap DD landed at CACTUS and 
stated that their shin was one of 5 DDs attemntinf* to run sut>- 
nlies in to GUADALCANAL. 

TF 16 will go to FIJI and TF 11 to NOUMEA, both training 
enroute. The AGHILLIES will join TF 67 at ES^IRITU F-AUTO. The 
LOUISVILLE will sro to Sonac instead of SWFa6 ; . 

Activity in the BUNA area continues, but is not of major 
proportions. 

GTF 8 020600 is his operation order to deal with enemy 
convoys anproa chins: the -'e stern ALEUTIANS. 

The MONTJ'ELIER, La VALLETTA, and OHSKANGO are ordered to 
the Pacific Fleet from the Atlantic. 

It is still indicated that a major attempt to recanture 
CACTUS is making up. , 



The Tokyo express, comnosed of 2 OA, 2 OL, 6 DD was inter- 
cepted 150 miles northwest of CACTUS during the late afternoon by 
planes from CACTUS. Our reports giye 2 - 1000-pound bomb hits 
on one cruiser, 1 - 1000-nound bomb hit on second cruiser, 2 
torpedo hits on another ship, 2 possible hits on another ship. 
On the other hand, the Japs report no damage in this attack. It 
seems extremely difficult to assess damage inflicted by our 
planes. Demage is believed less than reported. 

There was only minor activity by patrols at CACTUS during 
the day. The fire in the forward holds of the ALCIII3A continued 
burning on the 1st (local). All undamaged cargo has been unloaded. 
Salvage nossibilities are being investigated. Other logistic 
support of CACTUS is proceeding in a satisfactory manner. During 
the night enemy planes were reported overhead. 

Engine repairs to the SARATOGA and COLUMBIA will be at- 
tempted at NOUMEA* 



December 2nd. 




(Continued) 
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December 2nd (Continued) 



The McEARLAND is now reported able to proceed to PEARL 
under own newer at about 10 knots. 

There were several reports of enemy submarines in the 
area to the south of the SOLOMONS yesterday. Sub reconnaissance 
and attacks on prime targets are to be expected. 

The First Marine Division at CACTUS will be relieved as 
soon as possible and sent to BRISBANE , reporting to Comsowespac. 

Comsopac 020637 pink comments on Cominch's proposal for 
speeding up the campaign in the SOLOMONS. 

As Cominch expressed doubt concerning operating Batdiv 3 
in SoPac, Cincpac sent his 030521 pink which reviews the need of 
0B3 gun nower in certain circumstances, and suggests that decision 
should be made now regarding lengthy modernization of OBBs. 

The next section of the 25th Division will move from 
PEARL to the South Pacific on December 6th, and the final section 
is expected to leave the 15th. 

To warn against minor <Tap efforts at PEARL on December 7th 
Cincpac sent his 022155 to Comgenhawdept and Comhawseaf ron. 



There are no new major enemy developments. 



0^ 



December 3rd. 



There were no major developments in the South Pacific 
during the day. Early In the morning 2 DDs and 3 other enemy 
ships were seen 100 miles northwest of CACTUS. No report of 
a strike on these was received, but it is known that the weather 
was bad. Ground action at CACTUS was limited to minor patrol 
actions. ComSoPac's 040459 gives olans for landing strips and 
air at CACTUS. 

The GUDGEON returning from patrol In the NEW IRELAND- 
SH0RTLANDS area reports sinking 3 AKs totalling 22,100 tons. 

Prisoners of war recently captured from DDs sunk off LUNGA 
indicate the HEYEL and KIRSHIMA were sunk in mid-November, and 
that 5 CVs are at TRUK and are damaged. 

There is a rather large concentration of shipping in the 
TULAGI - GUADALCANAL area today. Damaged cruisers are still there 
and several AKs are unloading. 
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December 3rd (Continued) 



The POMPOM movement is in part the transfer of Marine 
replacements from NORFOLK to the STRAW area. 

Minor activity continues in the BUNA area. A large number 
of SWPac planes attacked enemy DDs retiring south of NET/ BRITAIN 
but failed to get hits. 

Cominch 031740 pink answers Cincpac in regards to modern- 
ization and present employment of OBBs. Cincpac 040253 does not 
desire to expose unnecessarily the NEW MEXICO and MISSISSIPPI to 
underwater damage and considers that operations west of FIJI under 
present conditions would result in such exposure. These vessels 
depart from PEARL for the South on December 6th. 

Cominch has ordered four more APs and 2 more AKs from the 
Atlantic to Pacific Fleet during December. 

It is believed that the enemy Is now making arrangements for 
another major effort to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS . Convoys 
are enroute to the Western ALEUTIANS, but the strength and purpose 
of this move is not clear. No major threat to the MIDWAY- OAHU line 
Is seen. Minor raids In the Central Pacific continue to be possible. 

December 4th . 

fm 

The day was generally quiet in the Central and South Pacific 
areas. TF 11 and 16 are at sea training and will go to NOUMEA and 
NANDI respectively. TF 67 Is at ESP IR ITU SANTO. TF 64 Is divided 
between NOUMEA and NANDI with the NORTH CAROLINA at NANDI and the 
WASHINGTON at NOUMEA. TF 65 is at NANDI. The NEW MEXICO, with CTF 1 
embarked, and the MISSISSIPPI will proceed initially to NANDI. The 
INDIANA and COLUMBIA are at NOUMEA. 

There were no major sightings In the Southern SOLOMONS area. 
Enemy subs continue active in that general area, including midget 
subs believed using KAMIMBO as a base. 

The logistic supply of CACTUS is being slowed down somewhat 
because of shortage of boats. 

Corns opac 041153 summarizes his day. 

Our damaged cruisers are still at TULAGI. Their condition 
today is not reported. The salvage possibilities of the ALCJIIBA at 
CACTUS are being investigated. 

The KENMORE grounded when leaving TULAGI, but came off about 
ten hours later with no apparent damage. 



(Continued on next page) 
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December 4th . (Continued) 

Comsopac recommends aeainst an attempt to salvage the 
COOLIDGE at this time (032127). 

An enemy force was reported about 200 miles south of 
AMCHITKA by a search plane. The report is complete as shown by 
CTF 8 042153. On return the. pilot reported that no positive 
contact had been made. As we and CTP 8 have good information 
of enemy convoys approaching the Western ALEUTIANS, the contact 
was believed authentic. CTP 8 alerted his forces and sent out a 
search and strike to develop and attack the enemy. His forces 
resumed operations in accordance with his Op. Order 15-42 when 
the report- wa 3 seen to be erroneous. It is not clear here whi- 
ttle report was made . 

Cominch 041750 alerts against a Jap move on December 7. 
No major Jap action on that day is considered likely. The enemy 
is continuing to gather his forces for another push toward CACTUS 
but there Is no indication that he can move that soon. - 

f 

December 5th . ^ 

Because surface units are expected to attempt to reinforce 
GUADALCANAL between the 6th and 12th, Admiral Halsey ordered 
moves indicated in Cincpac o£,^o3| . It must be assumed that the 
SARATOGA is completing turbine repairs as she was not ordered 
' to rendezvous with other combatant units. The PENSACOLA left 
TULAGI for ESPIRITU SANTO. The MINNEAPOLIS and NEW ORLEANS are 
not yet ready to leave TULAGI. 

The remarkable trip of the 2nd raiders at GUADALCANAL is 
described in Comsopac 060143. 

TP 3 search of the Western ALEUTIANS today was negative. 
It indicates that the weather was cood - mavlbe ^ood enough to 
bomb EI SKA. 

Cominch 051441 shows that 4 APs and 2 AKs above those 
previously mentioned are to be sent to Cincpac from the Atlantic. 
Cominch proposes to replace 1 OCL with 1 DL in order to make 
another OCL^ available for Task Force EIGHT. 

Indications of a major push toward the Southern SOLOMONS 
continue. The time is uncertain, because of this push no major 
activity by the enemy in any other Pacific area is considered 
possi )le. The move of troops to the AXEUTXANS continues. A minor 
raid in the Hawaiian Sea Frontier is possible out not probable. 
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December 6th 

Rear Admiral Kinkaid leaves here tomorrow to take com- 
mand of the North Pacific Force (TF 8). An intensive preliminary 
.study of the problem of seizing KISKA has been made here, and 
Admiral Kinkaid has been made fully acquainted with the present 
views of Admiral Nimitz on that subject. 

At GUADALCANAL our logistic supply of the Marines is 
proceeding. At eight in the morning the ALCHIBA was torpedoed 
for the second time; this time by a reported 2 -man submarine. 
The ship |ma^\no>/ be a total loss. 

The HONOLULU and HELENA plus 2 DD have been ordered to 
join other combetant units of TF 64 mentioned yesterday, on the 
8th (local). CTF 64 in the WASHINGTON will operate in an area 
about 200 miles southwest of GUADAC ANAL . The NORTH CAROLINA 
and DD escorts also will join TF 64. TF 16 will fuel starting 
tomorrow evening about 200 miles southwest of RENNELL ISLAND. 

Late in the evening the TOKYO Express was sighted head- 
ing toward GUADALCANAL off the east coast of NEW GEORGIA. No 
further word was heard of this group, which was reported as at 
least 9 DDs. 

In the TONOLSI area 2 BB, 5 OA, 3 CL, 12 DD, 5 A3? or 
AK, were reported. At RABAUL at least 30 ships were counted. 

The S.S. EDISON is aground at VAUTA VATOA. A tug is 
being sent to assist the GREBE in hauling off the ship. 

Either the CLARK or BALCH will relieve one OGL in the 
SEPacfor. It is expected that the OGL will be added to TF 8. 

Corns opac 061929 approves the development • of BUTTON as 
an advance operating base of LION dimensions. 

The enemy is making large troop movements to .the RA^AtlL 
area. Combatant units, including CVs, are believed assembling 
for another major attempt to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS. 
In the meantime supplies are being brought into GUADALCANAL by 
submarines, and DDs seem earmarked for the same duty. As long 
as these operations continue, no threat to the MIDWAY - OAHU line 
is seen. Of course, minor raids on our advanced positions in 
the Central Pacific are always a possibility. 



The ALEUTIAN situation is obscure. 
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EST ILIA TE OF THE S ITUAT I OK 



Dec ?> 1^4^- 
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SUMMARY OF THE S ITUAT I ON 



1. A3 a result of recent actions In the SOLOMONS area 
we are In command of the sea and air in the Southern SOLOMONS 
and approaches thereto. 

2, Our positions at GUADALCANAL and TULAGI are not apt 
to be recaptured. At GUADALCANAL there still remain the fol- 
lowing major items to be accomplished: 

(a) Eliminate the enemy troops thereon. 

(b) Construct alternate landing fields. ^ 

(c) Provide for logistic supply; which Includes bulk 
avgas storage tanks with pipe lines so that bulk 
carriers can discharge; roads; storage space; 
weight handling gear; etc, 

3, GUADALCANAL is our most advanced position. Its secur- 
ity requires the occupation and development of further advanced 
positions , 

4. The NEW GUINEA situation is not satisfactory but is 
not dangerous at present. The enemy is attempting to Improve 
positions on the northeast coast, but it is unlikely that con- 
trol can be extended to the southern coast. This Is particul- 
arly true if pressure continues In the SOLOMONS, 



1, WPL-46-PC is the broad directive for the campaign. 
Task One, which Is the seizure and occupation of the SANTA CRUZ 
Islands , TULAGI , and adjacent positions, has been completed 
except for the SANTA CRUZ operation which has been deferred. 

2, Task Two is the seizure and occupation of the remain- 
der of the SOLOMONS .ISLANDS , LAE , SALAMAUA and the north coast 
of NEW GUINEA . The Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacific was 
assigned to command for this Task. Due to the changing situa- 
tion it Is evident that that Task, and the assignment of the 
Commander, must be reconsidered. 

3, Ta3k Three involves the expulsion of the enemy from 
the BISMARK ARCHIPELAGO. As is the case with Task Two, certain 
revisions to meet the situation are to be expected. 



II - THE PROBLEM 



- 1 - 
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II - THE PROBLEM (Continued) 



4. The problem is to estimate the how , when , and where 
of the resumption of the offensive; to restate Task Two; and 
to suggest command to fit the restated Task. 

5. Other tasks assigned to the Commander in Chief, Pac 
ific Ocean Areas are still effective. 

Ill - MEANS AVAILABLE AND OPPOSED . 
1. Own . (Under Cincpac) 
(a) Surface r 

Nov. 24 Feb. £0 * May 20 * 



BB 


3 


5 


6 


OBB 


4 


8 


9 


CV 


2 


2 


7 


CA 


4 


7 


12 


CL 


3 


9 


9 


CL(AA) 


2 


2 


2 


DD 


42 


81 


96 


ss 


30 


38 


53 


APD 


3 


10 


? 


AVD 


4 


4 


4 


ACV 


4 


9 


? 


AP 


14 


17 


? 


AK 


6 


7 


? 


AO 


19 


24 


28 


LC 




Exact Wo. 


132 






In doubt. 




LS 




7 


72 


*No estimate 


of losses 


included . 
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(b) Air : (as assigned by Joint Plan) 





; AAF 


I NAVY 


: OTHER 




: Class 


: Aircraft 


: Class 


: Aircraft 


: Class 


; Aircraft 


GUADALCANAL 
Unci. TULAGI) 


; Ftr 


! 25 


: VTB 
: VOS 
: VSB 
: VF 


: 12 
: 8 
: 18 
: 18 


: RNZAF 
: Hudsons 


: 12 


NDENI 

( 7 \ r hen ready) 


: M/B 
: Ftr 


: 7 
: 17 


: VOS 


i 8 






-JS5PIRITU SANTO 


: M/B 
Ftr 


j 13 

25 


: VOS 
: VSB 
: VF 


: 8 
: 18 
: 18 






EFATE 


M/B 
■ Ftr 


6 

I g5 


VOS 
. VSB 
VF 


; 8 

: 9 
18 






HEW CALedoMIa 

• 


H/B 

M/B ! 
Ftr : 
Tran s : 


70* 
13 

33 : 
13* : 


VPB 

VOS 

VSP : 
VF : 
VR : 


60* 

8 
18 
18 

36* : 


RNZAF 
'Hudsons 


: 12 


nn : 


M/B : 
Ftr : 


13 : 
25 ! 


• 

4 

■ 
■ 


•A 


RNZAF ■ 
Hudsons : 
Singa- : 

pores : 
r incents: 


12 
4 


NE-V ZEALAND 








;Ten Ooml 


>at Sqds, 


,xONGATA3U : 


Ftr : 


25X : 


VOS : 


8 






SAMOAN Area (In-: 
cl. FUNAFUTI, : 
WALLIS, TUTUILA, : 
UPOLU) : 






VOS : 
VSB : 
VF : 


24 

18 : 

27 : 






30RAB0RA : 






VPB : 
VOS : 


3 : 
8 : 






CANTON 


Ftr : 

M/B or 


25 ; 

L/B-l?, o 


VPB : 
r VSB : 


12 : 
18 : 







♦Operating throughout NSW CALEDONIA - GUADALCANAL - NDENI - 

FIJI Area. 

W' x To be manned by R.N.Z.A.F. personnel. 
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(b) Air: (Continued) 



Explanatory Memorandum on Recommended Employ - 
ment of Planes . 



GUADALCANAL, NDENI , ESPIRITU SANTO, and EFATE are 
considered front line positions. The first three are to be 
kept filled with light and medium planes to operating capacity, 
reserves to an aggregate of 150$ or more in the back areas of 
flyable planes with pilots. The Army considers the planes in 
NEW CALEDONIA, FIJI and TONGA TABU a part of this flyable reserve. 

As the capacity of GUADALCANAL, NDENI, and ESPIRITU 
SANTO increases, the number of planes assigned thereto must 
keep step with the capacity, with corresponding increases In 
reserves. This also applies to new positions seized. 

Half the Army fighters assigned to the forward posi- 
tions should be high altitude fighters. This matter was dis- 
cussed but not concluded, 

(c ) Troops : 
Appended . 

(d) Logistics : 

There are no insuperable logistic difficulties. 
Adequate support of all kinds is available in the area. The 
usual difficulties, which are met when landing on beaches 
with no facilities, will have to be overcome. 



.L 2. 2. 




o 



SECBKE, 



2. 



Enemy 



Enemy Surface Strength: 



November 23, 1942. 



BB - 10 (2 were probably sunk; 2 probably damaged) 
GV - 5H0KAKU - probably damaged. 

ZUIKAKU - probably damaged. 

RYUJO - possibly sunk' 

ZUIHO 

HOSHO 
XCV - HAYATAKA 

HITAKA - damaged. 

OTAKA 

UNYO 

CHUYO 

AV - CHITOSE - damaged 

CHIYODA, NISSHIN, ATISUSHIMA 
XAV - 4-6. 

DD - About 105 In Navy. Not thought feasible to em- 
ploy more than 40 in the South Pacific. 
SS - About 40 available for use In the South Pacific. 

Enemy Air Strength - Naval Air. 

This does not include ship based planes. Also, 

there is insufficient information to estinate Army air 

strength. It seems probable that Army air is moving 
into the South Pacific. 



EMPIRE 



VP 135 

VB 36 

VHB 81 

VP 24 

Seaplanes 72 



Total 348 



MARIANAS and CAROLINES 



VP 45 

VHB 27 

VP --- 6 

Seaplanes 60 



Total 138 



RABAUL Area 



VP 90 

VB 18 

VHB 72 

VP --- 18 

Seaplanes 24 



Total 202 
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Enemy Air Strength - Naval Air (Continued) 



MARSILAXLS and GILBERTS 
VF ~ 50 
VHB --- 54 
VP — 12 

Seaplanes 24 Total 140 

Grand total which it Is believed physic- 
ally possible to put in the South Pacific; 

VF 320 

VB 54 

VHB 234 Total 608 

Note t Details of above in ICPOA estimate attached. 
Enemy Troop S t r e ng th - South Pacific 

GUADALCANAL ----- - 15,000 

Garrisons - BISKARK - SOLOMONS- - - - 10,000 

Troops available for assignment - - - 35,000 

NEW GUINEA - - - - 7,500 

Total troops South and 

Southwest Pacific- - - - 80,000 

Note: Details of above are in ICPOA estimate attached. 
It is believed that the above are maximum fig- 
ures. Troops are continually moving to the area 
and a large and well trained reservoir of troops 
is thought to be available to the enemy from out- 
side the area. Of the numbers Indicated not all 
are effectives; that is, some 50% may be consider- 
ed engineers, laborers, ground personnel for air- 
planes, etc. 
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IV - CHARACTERISTICS OF THE THEATRE . 

1. In the advance up the SOLOMONS from GUADALCANAL, de- 
cision will be made whether to go all the way to Jap positions, 
such as in the 3UIN area, or whether to establish in inter- 
mediate positions. If the latter is decided upon the NEW GEOR- 
GIA group, ISABEL, and CHOISEUL Islands offer a mid-position in- 
sofar as distance is concerned. 

From GUADALCANAL to 

North part ISABEL - 150 miles 

South part CHCISEUL - 180 miles 

Mid NEW GEORGIA - 175 miles 

TONCLEI - 290 miles 

TO NO LEI to 

BUKA - 120 miles 

RABAUL - 275 miles 

The only places considered are those which seem to offer 
possibilities which include: 

Reasonably safe approach 
\ Good landing beach 

Adjacent airfield possibilities 

2. NEW GEORGIA 
VI RU HARBOR* 

APs could not be expected to enter the anchorage. Boat- 
ing in the harbor should be very easy. 

The undergrowth appears to extend to the water's edge 
but landings could be made at piers on both the east and west 
sides of the harbor. 

Level country around the harbor appears suitable for 
a landing strip, but because of dense under growth clearing the 
site would be difficult. A coconut plantation on the west side 
may offer possibilities in this respect. 

The laps are reported here in small numbers. 

RENDCVA HARBOR 

At least equal to VIRU, but here again the APs could 
hardly expect to enter without a good pilot. 
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There are reasonably good beaches and water supply. 
Nearby coconut plantations seem to offer landing strip pos- 
sibilities. 

HATHURN SOUND 

A fairly good anchorage which might be used by a div- 
ision of APs, Beaches are only fair and will present landing 
difficulties. ARUNDEL ISLAND has landing strip possibilities. 

Just around the coast to the west and north is MUNDA 
POINT. Recently Japs have landed there. Almost nothing is known 
of the approach to this anchorage. Entrance is reported by way 
of a tricky passage through shoals. 

Because of adjacent Reap b y flat terrain the following 
are possible sites listed: 

RICE, LEVER, and LINGUTU , all in NEW GEORGIA. 

Recently the Japs have used GIZC HARBOR in a small 
way. It seems suitable for limited seaplane operation only. 

In general, all islands of the NEW GEORGIA group are 
densely forested. The only roads run for short distances around 
coconut plantations. Native villages are located along the 
coasts and lagoons. Population of .the group is around 2000. 

3. CHOISEUL IPIAND 

Very little is known of this island. Sailing direc- 
tions, and other meagre information indicate that no suitable 
landing sites for our purpose exist in the southern half of the 
island. 

4. ISABEL ISLAND 
REKATA BAY 

Seems to be a fine seaplane anchorage and could be de- 
veloped into a major airfield. It is 1?0 miles southeast of 
T0N0LEI, The landing of a large force seems to present no great 
navigational or other dangers. As it is now in use by the enemy 
as a seaplane base, the landing would be opposed, 

MARINGE LAGOON 

It is also suitable for landing and development but is 
only 85 miles due north of GUADALCANAL. 

5. The SHORT LANDS area, which includes BUIN, FAISI, and 
T0N0LEI is adecuate for large forces and capable of considerable 
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development. A Jap landing field is under construction. As 
it is held in some strength and is under the guns of RA BAIT L and 
BUKA air, there would be enemy opposition to the landing by 
both air and shore defenses. 



1. During the period since our occupation of GUADALCANAL 
the enemy has suffered severe losses in ships and planes. Re- 
sultant enemy strength has been noted. Because of these losses 
the enemy has been unable to carry out planned operations which 
included the recapture of GUADALCANAL, ^ As the situation now 
stands the enemy is faced with the immediate problem of maintain- 
ing a supDly line to her GUADALCANAL troops. As there are in- 
sufficient enemy troops there to drive out the Marines, the 
enemy must (l) be reinforced heavily, (2) surrender, (3) starve. 
The latter seems probable as long as we retain local command of 
the sea. Submarines cannot provide adequate logistic support. 

2. The situation is somewhat better for the enemy at NEW 
GUINEA. We do not control the approaches to the LAE-BUNA area 
but Allied troops are actively opposing the enemy and Allied air 
has, and can cause considerable damage to shipping and positions. 
It seems possible for the enemy to land strong forces on the 
north coast, but to extend control to PORT MORESBY they must go 
over the mountains or around the eastern tip of NSW GUINEA by 
water. Determined Australian opposition should prevent the former 
and Admiral Halsey's force can oppose the latter. 

3. There is every indication that the enemy is on the 
defensive in the Central Pacific. This is not by choice, but 
because the South Pacific venture does not leave sufficient 
strength to do anything else. The occupation of the GILBERTS 
is a minor affair and further extension southward will be op- 
posed from FUNAFUTI, Should the enemy decide to assume defen- 
sive in the South Pacific enough naval strength could be with- 
drawn to attack in the HAWAIIAN area and/or our positions to the 
south of OAHU. 

4. The enemy is in good control of the PHILIPPINES and the 
MALAY barrier. No immediate threat in that region is seen. Here 
again, as long as the bulk of strength is committed to the South 
Pacific the enemy is unable to extend^fontrol in the direction 
of Western AUSTRALIA or INDIA. The latter is e land operation 
which does not involve large naval strength. The enemy has a 
str-ng hold on the PHILIPPINES, NEI , the MALAY peninsula, and 
INDO CHINA, and the sea routes from those places to JAPAN, To 
permit Japan to exploit that vast area and to transport the stra- 
tegic materials to Japan on a large scale would be to prolong the 
war, and might even make the outcome uncertain. 



V - 



ENEMY CAPABILITIES 



Enemy 1 s Problem 
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5. The defense position of Japan is nowhere seriously 
threatened at the moment. Although offensive has been stopped 
on all fronts, capacity for defense is not materially disturbed. 
It is known that JAPAN wanted to extend control to HEW CALEDONIA 
and neutralize AUSTRALIA in order to perfect her position in 
the South. There are some early indications that the southern 
defense outer position will be the BISMAEK ARCHIPELAGO . How- 
ever, it is too early to state this idea with any assurance. 

6. In the North Pacific, the enemy is intrenched at KISKA 
and will stay there until we occupy that area. There is no 
evidence of the desire or capacity of the enemy to extend con- 
trol eastt.-ard along the ALEUTIAN? or to make major attacks on 
other ALASKAN positions, 

7. Off JAPAN the enemy maintains a comprehensive patrol 
line. The bulk of her battle line is always ready to repel 
raids on the Empire proper. 



8. As stated a dove, it now appears that the enemy no 
longer has capacity for further expansion. The broa^ course of 
action, therefore, will be to maintain a strong defensive posi- 
tion on all present fronts until exploitation of gains have made 
her Asiatic position too strong for the Allies to do more than 
accept a stalemate, and thus give JAPAN her ultimate war aim - 
complete hegemony in the Far East. 

9. Such a broad course of action does not rule out of- 
fensive moves in selected sectors to enhance overall defense. 
These are to be expected, and may include 



(a) Further attempts to capture or at least 
neutralize GUADALCANAL. 

(b) Establishment and strengthening of outlying 
positions in the SOLOMONS and NEW GUINEA to 
provide defense in depth for the BISMAKK 
ARCHIPELAGO, and to provide bases for attrition 
attacks on Allied shipping and positions. 

(c) Continued attacks on our lines of communica- 
tions employing submarines, air and surface 
forces. 

(d) Raids on our advanced cositions from MIDWAY to 
GUADALCANAL. 

(e) Troop movements toward INDIA. 



Probable Enemy Course of Action 
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(f) Political and 5th Column activities in INDIA. 

(g) Raids toward north and west AUSTRALIA. 

(h) Raids in the ALEUTIANS. 



10. We may continue to expect JAPAN to attempt the stabil- 
ization of the CHINA affair by political moves. The same apclies 
to BURMA. 

VI - OilH COURSES OF ACTION 

1. As it now stands, our broad courses of action are set 
forth in current directives. The overall concept appears ac- 
ceptable i.e. to defend ALASKA ; to hold the MI KVAY-OAHU- CANTON- 
FUNAFUTI- FIJI line, and, during the second chase of the war, to 
expel the enemy from the 3ISMA1& ARCHIPELAGO . Our immediate 
concern is the accomplishment of Task Two. Task Three will re- 
quire readjustments to fit circumstances as the war develops. 

2. For many good reasons, of which the appeasement of 
public opinion and prestige are of importance, the Japs must 

be expelled from the KISKA area by our land forces and the area 
occupied. Plans for this project are underway. 

3. The MID7/AY-CAHU-FIJI line is secure against permanent 
capture. Nowhere is the line secure against raids, nor will it 
be so in the foreseeable future. 

4. Our lines of communications behind our present posi- 
tions are reasonably secure. Convoys must continue as at present 
and good air and surface coverage must be provided at focal 
points. 

VII - THE P0LOM0NS OFFENSIVE 

1. As so little is known of the plans, strength, and in- 
tentions of the Supreme Commander, Southwest Pacific, that part 
of the Task Two which refers to the NEW GUINEA area is not dis- 
cussed, 

2. There are the following methods by which the SOLOMONS 
can be captured and occupied: 

(a) Step by step . In this method an intermediate point 
about half way from GUADALCANAL to 3UIN would be established as 
the first step. There are several suitable positions available. 
None are held in strength by the enemy and none are developed to 
any extent. The only immediate value of any are the anchorages 
which include advanced seaplane operating positions. All are 
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vulnerable to enemy air from the RABAUL, SHORTLANDS, and BUKA 
areas. On the other hand CACTUS air could support our opera- 
tions to a limited extent. 

The great objection to such an intermediate position 
is the necessity to develop it. We have learned a great deal 
about how to go about constructing an airfield in the jungles. 
We have, or soon will have, adequate and competent construction 
personnel. We can have adequate material. Nevertheless, this 
construction must be undertaken under the guns of the enemy. 
Based on previous experience the enemy will react violently when 
our moves are discovered. Our auxiliaries, escorts, and cover- 
ing vessels will be subject to heavy attrition attacks. The 
situation during the time we are developing the position will be 
favorable to the enemy, insofar as they will be able to plan and 
execute attrition almost at leisure. We must expect to pay 
heavily for such a move, 

(b) Modified step by_ step . This method would in- 
volve the capture of the SHORTHANDS area first. The great ad- 
vantage is that we would capture an airfield which could be 
used in a very short time. The dangers and difficulties of the 
capture are increased: (l) because we move nearer enemy air 
from RABAUL and BUKA; (2) much stronger enemy forces to over- 
come; (3) the probability of the approaches being mined; (4) 
and the lack of VE support from GUADALCANAL. 

(c) S imultaneous capture of all isjor enemy positions 
In the SOLOMONS. This would involve the capture and occupation 
of the SHORTIANDS area, the BUKA area, REKATA BAT, and the neu- 
tralization of other enemy minor positions such as MUNDA, GIZO, 
KIETA, and the eventual mopping up of enemy observation posi- 
tions , 

3. Course (a) is feasible. Of the positions investiga- 
ted earlier, REKATA BAY seems to offer the maximum advantages. 
It is 180 miles by air from the nearest enemy airfield at BUIN, 
and 180 miles by water and 140 miles by air from GUADALCANAL. 
Approaches permit ample sea room for any sized forces. Radar 
operation offshore should be efficient. Warning of the approach 
of the enemy from passes through the SOLOMONS may be possible by 
submarine and coast watcher observation. Seaplane operations 
can commence almost immediately. Probable enemy local troops 
should be relatively easy to overcome. The choice of REKATA 
does not eliminate the flW or HATHORN SOUND areas. But be- 
cause radar will be less effective at those places they are 
less desirable; and they do not seem to offer any advantages 
not possessed at REKATA. For the initial landing no more than 
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one amphibious marine regiment would be required. The move 
would have to be covered by sufficient surface forces to pre- 
vent successful enemy surface attack. The size of our covering 
force would depend on an estimate of enemy surface strength 
capable of attack at the time of the move. Air coverage seems 
possible from GUADALCANAL. Preliminary surface bombardment of 
enemy wsitions is possible but not believed required on a 
large scale. After the initial landing the garrisOn troops 
should relieve the amphibious troops. Air field construction 
personnel and material would follow at once. 

There is considerable doubt regarding the suitability of 
this move. This is mainly because so little is accomplished 
until an air field is constructed. The immediate result is to 
deny a seaplane base to the enemy. Past experience indicates 
that shore based planes could not operate under a month from 
the date of the landing. 

The cost may be high. It will take at least one day to 
land the amphibious troops. Three or four days will be re- 
quired to land the air field construction personnel and material. 
Up to now we have been unable to prevent enemy use of his air 
fields by bombing. Unless we improve in this respect the ex-, 
pedition will be under air attack during the landings and dur- 
ing the air field construction period. And until antiaircraft 
weapons are placed ashore the enemy air activity will find little 
opposition. Surface raids must be expected at all times. .Sub- 
marines would attack our line of supply. 

4. Course (b) is suitable as it denies a most important 
base to the enemy and permits as the use of an air field almost 
at once. 

It is only feasible when there is available two amphibious 
marine divisions. Because of this important limitation the 
operation cannot be scheduled before March 1, 1943. There are 
advantages in such a delay. Our surface forces available then 
are estimated to be strong enough to prevent any enemy surface 
opposition. Garrison troops to move in uromptly can be avail- 
able. The disadvantage in delay lies in the expected strengthen- 
ing of the enemy defensive nositions on the SOLOMON'S during that 
time . 

As t he SHORTLANDS area is a relatively strong enemy position 
the cost will be higher than at R^KATA. It is nearer to RABAUL 
and BUKA which would indicate heavier air opposition. We would 
pay heavily for this fine prize, but it might be worth heavy 
losses. As at any place in the SOLOMONS, our losses will be in 
proportion to the effort of the enemy to oppose our plan. Should 
a slugging match take place between surface units, such as at 

1229 
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SAVO, we can expect to inflict at least equal losses. As time 
goes on our capacity to absorb losses, in relation to enemy 
capacity, will increase. We must dan to avoid a repetition 
of the WASP, SARATOGA, and NORTH CAROLINA affairs. 

Gourse (c) is suitable as it accomplishes the major part 
of our task. The feasibility is open to question. To do this 
we must land strong amDhibious forces in the SHORTLANDS, and 
at SUKA, and smaller forces at KIETA, REKATA, and possibly 
MUNDA. Short of six months, the necessary troops do not seem 
available. We must, therefore, abandon this course for the 
present. If neither (a) nor (b) can be accepted, and if we 
are forced to wait until late spring, the details of (c) must 
be considered in light of developments during the next three 
or four months. 

VIII - Selected Course of Action , 

Preliminary . 

1. As previously stated, information is lacking regard- 
ing the NEW GUINEA part of Task Two. We can only conclude that 
it will go forward simultaneously with the SOLOMONS operation, 
and that the Commander Southwest Pacific will make requests for 
naval support. 

2. In any move up the SOLOMONS, the operation will be 
a continuation of Task One, and the main forces will be those 
of the Pacific Fleet. It seems logical that the command for 
that part of Task Two which involves the SOLOMONS be retained 
by the Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet. 

3. After consideration of the various factors involved 
in the three courses stated for the capture and occupation of 
the SOLOMONS, it is decided to adopt course (b). For purposes 
of planning the target date is March 15, 1943. 

Discussion 

4. The various chases of the course adopted are: 
Preparations. 

The capture of the SHORTLANDS area. 

The monping un of intermediate cositions. 

The assault and occupation of BOUGAINVILLE. 

5. Preparations . The three major items which must be 
disposed of before the attack on the SHORTLANDS can get under- 
way are : 

(a) The relief, rest, reorganization, and refitting 
of amphibious troops now on GUADALCANAL. This is covered in 
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the appended discussion of troops. 

(b) The improvement of the GUADALCANAL position. 
Major items are: 

(1) Installation of bulk" aviation gasoline storage. 
This is underway at present but will not" be on a satis- 
factory basis until there is at least two million gallons 
storage. 

(2) Building of a wharf, with weight handling de- 
vices. This is planned but not started. Materials are 
in the South Pacific. 

(3) Erection of housing for troops, stores, ammuni- 
tion. 

(4) Completion of alternate landing strips. 

(5) The ejection or other disposal of enemy troops 
on the Island. 

If we can retain command of the sea approaches for the 
next month sufficiently to prevent ademiate enemy logistic sup- 
port and the arrival of reinforcements, the enemy must either 
starve or surrender. There is every reason to expect that the 
Japs will make at least one more major attempt on GUADALCANAL, 
If we can repeat the successes of mid-November, there can be 
little doubt of the ultimate outcome of this phase of the 
campaign. Enemy success, on the other hand, would reverse 
completely the situation. With reinforcements now arriving, 
our situation is favorable - except for carriers, 

While it would be desirable to have a landing strip in the 
SANTA CRUZ ISLANDS, that position is not considered essential 
to the capture of the SOLOMONS. 

The positions at CANTON and FUNAFUTI are not up to satis- 
factory strength and must be improved, principally by additional 
air strength. 

Reserve air strength to maintain GUADALCANAL fields sat- 
urated must be built up at ESPIRITU SANTO , EFATE, FIJI, and 
NOUMEA. 

6. The Capture of the SHORT LANDS Area . 

There are so many unknown factors that it is impos- 
sible at this time to present a finished plan. It will suffice 
to outline the operation. 
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Forces. 1st wave . D day. 

Carrier striking groups. 

BB covering group. 

Cruiser and DD support group. 

Transport group - two division marine amphibious force. 
One defense battalion, plus one Acorn. 

Forces. 2nd wave . D / 14 days. 

Carrier striking groups. 
BB covering group. 

Transport and freighter group - one construction regi- 
ment and one defense battalion embarked. 

Rehearsal. On D -10 to D -5 day transport group. 1st wave, 
rehearse landing at BUTTON or ROSES. 

Embarkation points . Amphibious troops jurat) off from NEW 
ZEALAND or AUSTRALIA for rehearsal. Defense .battalion, and Acorns 
embark at BUTTON by D -5 day. Construction battalion embark at 
BUTTON by D -12 day. 

Mop-pine up of intermediate positions . 

Raider battalions will be employed in these opera- 
tions. As no intermediate position is to be developed under this 
plan, no occupation troops are required. It may develop that 
MUNDA and REKATA will be too strong for raiders alone. In this 
case, amphibious troops may be necessary to assist. 

The capture and occupation of the remainder of BOUGAINVILLE 
will be completed by an amphibious division. The attack on 3UKA 
will be similar to but on a smaller scale than the attack on the 
SHORTLANDS. In each of these it will be of first importance to 
secure the landing field for our own use. KIETA will only be 
neutralized by a raid or short occupation. 

The final step is to garrison the SHORTLANDS and BUKA, and 
release amphibious troops for the capture of RABAUL. Lessons 
learned, plus availability of Army and Allied troops, should per- 
mit the accomplishment of this in two months from D-Day. 

Air support . It is essential that the RABAUL and BUKA air 
fields be neutralized from D -2 to D /4 day. This can be done 
only if our pilots are willing to get near enough to hit the air 
fields. It is well known that hedge hopping technique is ef- 
fective and not too costly. No attempt is made at this time to 
detail this operation. 
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1. It will be seen that as long as the enemy does not 
capture eastern NEW GUINEA in the next three months, that the 
present status is acceptable. With the proposed increase in 
pressure in the SOLOMONS there can be no simultaneous enemy- 
threat to NEW GUINEA. 

2. With the SOLOMONS in our hands we will be able to 
attempt the capture of RABAUL. That task is amphibious and is 
merely a continuation of the same operation. No reason is seen 
to shift the Supreme Command to the Southwest Pacific. To do 
so would place the Command in less experienced hands. 

3. Task Two is thus restated "Capture and occuny the 
remainder of the SOLOMON ISLANDS, while holding in NEW GUINEA" . 

Instructions: Commander in Chief, U. 3. Pacific Fleet will 
execute Task Two except for NEW GUINEA. The South Pacific area 
is extended to the eauator at 145° East, thence to the center 
of VITIAZ STPAIT, to WOODLARK ISLAND, to ROSSEL ISLAND, thence 
South. 
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Commander In Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet. 
Commander in Chief, V. 3, Fleet. 

Future Operations in the ' -o lemons Bea Area. 

iaj Cominoh Secret Despatch 301915 of Nov., 1942. 
bj Cincpao Seoret Despatch 010931 of Dec, 1942. 
c) Joint Plan for Offensive Operations, Southwest 

Paoiflo Area, of 2 July, 1942. 
(4) WPL-46-PC, 23 April, 1942, 

1. Reference (b) commented , as requested by reference 
(a), upon oertain features of the campaign in the xjlowons. 
This letter is intended to amplify the comment in reference (b), 

2. The tenor of reference (a) was that, in exerting 
our strength against remaining Jap forces on Guadalcanal, we 
are in effect becoming "bogged down" in a "frontal" operation 
when we might better cut off the Jap Guadalcanal forces by seiz- 
ing the base from which they are being supported. 

3. The necessity for "getting along with the war" is 
well recognized by the Commander in Chief, U. 3. Pacific Fleet, 
and Commander South Pacific Force, and every possible "short 
cut" is being investigated. There are, however, certain condi- 
tions which delay us at this time, and I desire to describe the 
situation as I now see it. 

4. In general I consider that Teste One of reference 
(o) (the seizure and occupation of the Tulegi area) will not be 
completed until this area is sufficiently secure, end developed. 
I also consider that the forces ere not in hand for an immediate 
initiation of Taak Two. It must be remembered that Task One 
was undertaken with the full knowledge of all concerned that the 
forces for the accomplishment of Tasks Two and Three were not 

in siftht. Although the Susdaloanal campaign has progressed 
favorably, I consider that we are now in the period which is, 
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as was foreseen, one of building up our strength while talcing ad- 
vantage of every favorable opportunity to out down the enemy's. 
In regard to the latter, the enemy is apparently going to con- 
tinue to expose his forces in the Guadalcanal area - a situation 
over which we should perhaps not be impatient until we have ef- 
fected the superiority whioh will make it suitable to similarly 
expose our forces in operations against his bases. 

5. In initiating Task Two, any considerable step for- 
ward will require a superiority in sea forces, aircraft and 
troops, and our supporting bases must be suffioisntly developed 
and reasonably secure. The superiority must not only be local, 
but there should be sufficient strength to support our new base 
and its supply lines against the forces the enemy will throw 
against them. *'-- ; e have learned from Guadalcanal that such efforts 
by him are liable to be up to the limit of his resources. 

6. 3ea Forces . While we have been successful in exact- 
ing disproportionate losses on the enemy In the Guadalcanal cam- 
paign, I do not consider that we have yet a superiority in sur- 
face forces. Such superiority will be brought about by our new 
construction and by further losses we causo the enemy, particu- 
larly In Ids further efforts againnt Guadalcanal. This super- 
iority may be considered to be eventually assured, but an esti- 
mate as to its attainment places it in the late spring of 1943. 

7. Aircraft . In general it is considered that equal- 
ity in aircraft has been reached and can be quickly increased 
to superiority by allotting sufficient of our air production. 

The difficulty is to provide the air bases both ashore and afloat. 
However, we should capitalize on the ready availability of super- 
ior air forces to overcome our weaknesses in other respects. 

8. Own Troops , particularly those trained for amphib- 
ious operations, are considered to constitute a serious bottle- 
neck in our preparations for an offensive. Following is e brief 
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1st Marine Division - now being removed from 
^ Guadalcanal, and will require until about March 1st to 

be ready again for aotive operations. It is being as- 
signed to the Southwest Pacific Force, whether it will 
be available for future operations in the Solomons is 
not known. 

2nd Marine Division - two regiments now at 
Guadalcanal; will probably be relieved by the 2Jth Army 
Division: should be ready 1 February. One regiment in 
New Zealand which Is probably ready now. 

Marine Pi-Vi^on. - should be ready as a 
division on 1 March; one regiment ready 1 January; an- 
other on 1 February. 

Amy Divisions - none in training, or even 
assigned, therefore none can be ready in less than three 
months. 

If amphibious troops are assigned for operations in the 
Aleutians, this will, of course, make the bottleneck worse. 

9. Enemy Troops. Delay a in our advance are made par- 
ticularly unfavorable by the abundance of troops that the enemy 
has available to strengthen hia positions. He is showing every 
indication that he will use freely this component of his strength. 
Thus, the longer we are delayed the greater the strength in 
troops we will require. 

10. Bases . It is believed that Guadalcanal - Tulagl can 
be made into e suitable base from which to support our attack. 
It is, as yet, by no means such a base, either in development or 
security. Some of the items still required are: 

(a) fJuffioient airfields with full comnleirAeuts of 
Q aircraft. 
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(b) rtorago and unloading facilities, particularly 
for aviation gasoline. 

(o) Anchorages or berths secure against tornado at- 
tack, 

(d) lap roved shore batteries, surface and antiair- 
craft. 

U. Other Strenfttfos and Weaknesses . Our contact with 
the enemy to date makes possible the following general compar- 
isons: 

(a) The Jap is our equal in his willingness to 

fight, 

(b) Surface units must be considered of equal abil- 
ity except that our fire control radar mams to give us a 
considerable advantage in low visibility, naA our AA bat- 
teries are superior. We have no evidence for comparison 
in day surface notion, 

(o) Our air forces are definitely superior in qual- 
ity. 

(d) U. B« land forces in the Solomons have proved 
themselves better armed and more skilful than the Japs, but 
we could hardly expect a continuation of the dispropor- 
tionate personnel losses we have been able to inflict, and 
must realize that we will still require a superiority in 
numbers at our point of attack* 

(e) Our submarines have proved themselves to be more 
effective units than those of the Japs, 

(f ) Our great Inferiority is in use and performance 
of torpedoes. 
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12. Objective?. 

(a) It is believed, that the Japanese oosition in 
f\ tlu» New Britain area is a :aost diffioult one to outflank* 

The bypassing of one or uore of the enemy positions, even 
to the point of making Habeul the first objective, offers 
strong temptation, however, the following factors point 
toward con servo tiam in this respect: 

(1) Tne system of bases that the Japanese hold 
out aide of New Guinea - i.e. Kavieru;, iiabaul, fiuka, Kista, 
Buin, and ftastoata, are mutually supporting and none, even 

-\ Rfibaul, way be considered ■ keystone, which if captured 

would cause the rest of the system to collapse. 

(2) Even if Northeast Hew Guinea were in Allied 
hands, it would not constitute the base of operations which 
its strategic position would Indicate. This is due to its 
lack of land communications. Its real communications are 
flanked by enemy bases. 







Q (3) The reel communication line of any base ws 

seised would unavoidably be flanked by the enemy bases we 
bynassed. Thus it way be aaid that our advance cannot 
escape belnr of a frontal nature. 

(4) In order to establish a base successfully 
with one or nore enemy bases in our rear, or to seise two 
or more positions simultaneously , we would reqaire a pre- 
ponderance of strength which is certainly not in sirht for. 
the near future. 



(b) With the forces we estimate will be available 
I believe our ouestion narrows down to whether our next 
objective is Uuin (300 miles from Guadalcanal) , or one or 
more intervening positions between there and Tulagl. Thit 
deoiaion depends on: 



j (1) Relative strengths at the tiioe we sake our 

^ move. 
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(2) Activity of the enemy at the aforementioned 
intervening positions, and our own counter-measures in 
connection therewith, Keoent information shows that he 
is beginning the construction of an airfield at Munda, 
Hew Georgia (180 miles from Guadalcanal) . This should be 
int erf erred with as much as possible with our present 
means, and if the field ever reaches the point of being 
placed into use, we should strike to take* it over with the 
amphibious forces we have at hand. This would delay an 
attack on IBuin, but would greatly facilitate ite success 
by the increased air support it would render. Three hundred 
miles is a rather long step to take, particularly before 
the radii of action of our dive bombers and fighters have 
been increased* 

3-3* Be serves . Aside from the strength to make this move 
we should have in sight the forces which will be required for the 
succeeding move. Otherwise we will have a delay similar to the 
one we are now experiencing. It appears that the sea forces and 
air forces will be on hand, but there is no present assuranee 
that amphibious troops will be. As has been pointed out, the 1st 
and 2nd Marine Divisions are the only amphibious troops in the 
area and the future employment of the 1st Division is In doubt. 
Time will inevitably be lost if we depend upon the troops which 
make one assault to be made ready for the next one. Necessity 
for preparing additional amphibious troops is .obvious. 

14* Command . The reaction of the Jap-ineae to our seiz- 
ure of Guadalcanal haa been such that praotloally the whole of 
the Paolfic Fleet has been required for operations in connection 
therewith. It is firmly believed that this naval force will be 
required in the operations in the Uolomons visualized for Task 
Two. The present organization under Commnnder Couth Pacific has 
been built up with great difficulty and is only now approaching 
its maximum efficiency. It is therefore considered vital that 
the present command set-up of this organization be maintained 
for the prospective advanoe up the ^lomons. 
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15, •sumaatiO Ti. 

(a) Task One will not be completed until Tulagi - 
Guadalcanal ia secure and sufficiently developed as an air 
and naval base, 

(b) Task Two cannot be undertaken until a super- 
iority to the enemy in sea, air and land forces has been 
attained, and Task One completed as defined above. 

(o) One means of attaining superiority is to con- 
tinue to take advantage of the enemy's expocsure of foroes 
in the Guadalcanal area. Another means of overcoming our 
weakness in other respects is to capitalize on our rapidly 
mounting aircraft production, 

(d) Various considerations require us to adopt a 
step- by-step advance up the Solomons. Due to the enemy 
aotivity in establishing an air base at iSundb, that will 
probably be our next objeotive. 

(e) Amphibious troops constitute a serious bottle- 
neck. Many more should be placed in training. 

(f ) The operations for advancing up the xjlomons 
should be under the same oomaend set-up as that for the 
seizure of Guadalcanal. 



CL.W A/IMITZ. 
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Coraraander In Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet. 
Commander In Chief, United States Fleet. 

Review of Aleutian Situation. 

(a) Cincpac Secret Despatch 290409 of June 1942. 

(b) Cincpac Secret Serial A16(6) 02798 of 24 

September 1942 • 
(o) Cincpac Secret Despatch 221641 of Nov. 1942. 



It is considered that a careful survey of the 
Aleutian situation is necessary at this time - not only be- 
cause of its own aspects, but because of its bearing on future 
operations In the present major Pacific theater - the Solomons 
Sea area. 



2. Shortly after the Japanese occupied Klska and 
Attu, I suggested in reference (a) that the 2nd Raider Bat- 
talion and APD'e could be made available for offensive action 
provided the Army supplied supplementary troops, and then took 
over the defense of the area including the construction of an 
airfield on Amchitka, 

3. This project was not approved at the time. The 
views of the Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet were that: 

(a) The Navy would be unable to divert forces 
from the South Pacific to counter the expected strong 
reaction of the enemy against the recaptured positions 
and their supply lines. 

(b) Tine move should not be made before the Army 
had occupied Atka and Adair, which it was not yet prepared 
to do. 

(c) The raider battalion plus Army troops which 
could be carried in combatant ships was probably not 
sufficiently strong to accomplish the task; and in any 
case it would probably be required in the South Pacific. 
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Cinepac File No, UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 



^ Pac-16-Pn 
v A1C-3/EGKD 

Se rial ^b'J W , 



SECRKT 



Subject i Keview of Aleutian Situation. 



4, The view of the Commander Northern Force (Task 
Force EIGHT) was that: 

(a) The initiation of such an operation would 
be unwise unless naval forces including carriers were 
available to cover the operation for a long period. 

(b) In any case It should be an operation for 
demolition and not for occupation because of difficulty 
of our supplying this area along vulnerable lines of 
communications . 

(c) Without such an operation, it was probable 
that the Japs could be made to see that continued occupa- 
tion was too costly, 

5, I believe that, at the time, all concerned thought 
there was a good possibility that Kiska, at least, could be 
made untenable for the enemy. Later, this appeared even more 
favorable after the Army occupied Adak and carried out some ef- 
fective air raids on Kiska, 

6, However, even by 24 September, the above-mentioned 
possibility became so doubtful that I wrote reference (b), recom- 
mending that plans be Initiated for the preparation by the Army 
of sufficient amphibious troops to eject the enemy from the 
Aleutians, 

7, Although the Japanese, since then, gave some slight 
indications of relinquishing their hold in the Aleutians, and 
undoubtedly did evacuate Attu at one time, this lasted for a 
very short period. For the last month they have been vigorously 
prosecuting the establishment of their position In the area, 
Kiska installations have grown by leaps and bounds, Attu Is 
active again, and indications point to his occupation of Semiohi, 
and possibly Amchitka, 
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Cincpac File No. UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 

PaO-16-Fft FLAGSHIP OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF 



A16-3/150K1) 




SECRET 

Sublet: Review of Aleutian Situation. 



8. On the assumption that there are favorable sites 
on Amohitka for airfields, I oonsider that it is the key to 
the situation. For that reason 1 sent reference (o) urging 
its occupation by the Army. I herewith repeat this as an 
urgent recommendation. I believe that the troops which the 
Army has earmarked for Tanaga could much better be moved for- 
ward to Amohitka. We would thereby place ourselves within 
really punishing dlstanoe of Kiaka, and could render real sup- 
port with land-based air when amphibious operations against 
that place are undertaken. 

9. Recently 1 have had studies made of the present 
problem of a landing attack against Kiaka, Commander Task 
force EIGHT estimates that there are now 7500 to 10000 Japs on 
this island. This is confirmed by photographs now available. 
In addition, these photographs show the defenses to be well 
placed and of considerable strength. In fact it appears that 
a landing attack might be too costly an operation to undertake 
until our supply of amphibious troops is much greater than that 
now in sight. 

10. I believe that this problem of our early action 

in the Aleutians should be thoroughly reviewed in combination 
with that of making sufficient forces available in the Solomons 
Sea area. It is already clear that the placing of many more 
troops in training for amphibious operations is one matter of 
great urgenoy. 



C, U/.A/l MIT^~ 
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December 7th 



On the first anniversary of the war no unusual activities 
of the Jans were reported. 

There were no major sightings i n the Southern SOLOMONS. 
Ground activities at GUADALCANAL were routine. In the NEW GEORGIA 
group there was sone patrol activity, the nature of which is not 
clear. 

TPs 16 and 64 are operating in the CORAL SEA. TP 11 con- 
tinues at NOUMEA, where the SARATOGA is believed undergoing tur- 
bine repairs. TE 42 submarines are covering the SOLOMONS chain 
and SOLOMONS SEA area with 16 subs on patrol today. Reports to 
date indicate that these subs are not very effective. TE 65 is at 
NANDI. The RICHMOND will report to Cincpac for duty about Dec- 
ember 9th. 

The 5th Marines will be the first of the 1st Marine" Division 
to be relieved at GUADALCANAL and the relief will be accomplished 
now. Trooo dispositions in the active area are shown in Comsopac 
mailgram of November 29. About 9000 Kiwi C are in NEW ZEALAND 
awaiting transportation to NOTfMEA. It seems probable that from 
3 to 4 thousand New Zealanders have already reported for duty 
in NEW CALEDONIA. 

Cominch 071251 requests reaffirmation of the shinning 
concentration in the SoPac area. 

CTE 8 080112 p.ives current operations. 

There are no new developments regarding enemy intentions 
or deployments. The build up for another push to the Southern 
SOLOMONS continues and maru movements toward the Western ALEUTIANS 
seem scheduled at least to mid- January. <^L^' 



December 8th 

Admiral Nlmltz left for San Francisco by plane to confer 
with Admiral King. The agenda Includes many important subjects 
among which are our offensive in the SOLOMONS and the expulsion 
of the Japs from KISKA. 

B-17's from BUTTON dropped 326 100# bombs on MUNDA . The 
landing strip there appears about ready for use. A planned B-17 
and P-38 strike on shipping at TON OLE I from CACTUS has been de- 
layed because rain has temporarily grounded these planes at CACTUS, 

TP 16 and the cruisers of TP 64 have been ordered to BUTTON. 
TP 64 BBs will train in the CORAL SEA for two days, then proceed 
to NOUMEA. The new Sopac task force set up is shown in Comsopac 
090502 pink. 
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December 8th (Continued) 

Comsopac 090506 pink proposes a standard mine field in 
the vicinity of CAPE ESPERAKCE. Mines are ready at PEARL now 
but four DMs requested cannot reach the area before January 5th. 

The SARATOGA, NASSAU, and ALTAMAHA air groups are on 4 
hours notice to proceed to BUTTON, CACTUS, or ROSES . 

The bases "CACTUS" set up is in Comsopac 070446. 

A plane reports sinking a two-nan enemy sub off LUNGA POINT. 

Comsopac 001225 tells Cominch that the shipping accumulation 
referred to yesterday is considered warranted. 

The GREBE grounded while assisting the THOMAS EDISON at 
TURTLE ISLAND and may be a total loss. "The MENOMINEE is proceed- 
ing there to conduct salvage. 

CTP 8 suggests that, as his search has not discovered 
convoys reported by DI in the Western ALEUTIANS, the enemy may 
be using radio deception on a large scale. While enemy radio 
deception Is being practiced, this is not believed an example of it 

MUNDA is rapidly developing as an airfield. Planes report 
the strip almost ready for use. There are no new enemy develop- 
ments, except that the report of CVs in the TONOLEI area was <<e 
probably in error. typx>\ 

December 9th . 

There were no major sightings or contacts in the South 
Pacific durinr the day. Other areas were njaiet. 

TP 16 and the cruisers of TF 6A are returning to 'BUTTON. 
Admiral Lee is training his BBs in the Coral 3ea and will leave 
the training area for NOUMEA tomorrow. The logistic supply of 
GUADALCANAL is proceeding satisfactorily. 

The PEN3AC0LA arrived at BUTTON. It is expected that the 
damaged HEW ORLEANS and MINNEAPOLIS will be able to leave TULAGI 
in about four more days. Each ship hopes to be able to make 8 
knots. 

The B-17 and P-38 strike mentioned yesterday was made. Three 
hits were made on one lar^e ship (reported nossible CV, but 
identity doubted here) and two straddles were made on a tanker. 

Por the second time this month Consonac reports evidence 
of landing strip construction at NUMA NOMA, BOUGAINVILLE, ■ C 
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December 9th (Continued) 

It is reported from CACTUS that our PTs are having "unbeliev- 
able success" in that area. Details are not given. 

Thought is being given by Cominch to the installation of 
torpedo baffles for unloading at CACTUS, and for an aerial recon- 
naissance of TRUK. Both of these projects have been considered 
by Cincpac. 

CTP 8 090405 describes troops at and enroute ADAK and 
TANAGA. An Army survey party will look over AMCHITKA soon. 

The enemy is expected to run the Tokyo Express to GUADAL- 
CANAL tomorrow night. At least eleven DDs will be employed. The 
major push toward the Southern SOLOMONS is still building up and 
should take place fairly soon. Because of this, no major threat 
is seen any other place in the Pacific. Uj. 



December 10th 



Operations for the day are summarized in Oincnac MZo Tri . 

The salvage of the THOMAS EDISON is doubtful, but the cargo 
probably can be saved. 

The SABINE touched an uncharted shoal about 75 miles south- 
west of ESPIIiITU SANTO. Minor underwater damage war- sustained. 

The Fleet Maintainence Officer estimates that it will take 
two years and much labor and material to put the OKLAHOMA in 
service. The CCLALA had a successful dock trial on the 7th. 
The ARIZONA is being scrapped in nlace. No work is being done 
on the UTAH. 



The North and Central areas are generally quiet. 

There is some indication that the move of 11 - 13 CDs to 
GUADALCANAL and the bombing of HENDERSON field scheduled for last 
nicrht was cancelled. We still believe that the J"ar>s intend to 
launch a major move to recapture the Southern SOLOMONS fairly 
soon. That bein?r the case, no major threat toward the Hawaiian 
or Aleutian areas are seen. There have been no sightings of in- 
dicated convoys in the Western Aleutians. n 



1246 



December 11th 



The operations In the areas for the day are summarized in 
Cincpac 112025. It is not clear whether or not any part of the 
11 DD Tokyo Express arrived at GUADALCANAL. Present ultra infor- 
mation is that at least one enemy DD was sunk. 8 DDs were sighted 
by the next morning CACTUS search in the NEST GEORGIA area on NW 
courses . 

The first increment of the 25th Division which arrived in 
NOUMEA this week will proceed in the same ships to CACTUS arriving 
there the 17th, 

Cominch 092145 authorizes sending the 10th Defense Battalion 
to Sopac, Cincpac 112007 gives condition and strength of this "bat- 
talion. 

Vice Opnav 112147 gives shipment plans for Sopac base mate- 
rials . 



Cominch 102220 is the first ONI Intelligence Bulletin. 
The guesses therein are not unreasonable. ^^A, 

December 12th 

There were no major sightings in the South Pacific area 
today. Ground activities at CACTUS were limited to patrols. 
Shortly after midnight 11-12 local our PTs attacked the Tokyo 
Express off SAVO. One enemy DD was definitely sunk, a second Is 
believed sunk, and a third was hit. We lost one PT. There were 
two air strikes on MUNDA from ESPIRITU SANTO during the day, and 
a similar daily strike is planned. 

The MINNEAPOLIS departed TULAGI, making 8.5 knots. The 
NEW ORLEANS will be able to depart for SYDNEY tomorrow. It now 
appears that the ALCHIBA can be salvaged, and that she can be 
floated within two weeks. The FLYING PISH reports sinking 2 DDs 
in the SOLOMONS area. 

Names for the Naval base set up in the GUADALCANAL area 
are in Comsopac 121501. 

The SUMNER has completed the survey of HAVANNAH harbor. 

The 4th Raider Battalion Is assigned to Amphibious Force 
Pacific Fleet effective 1 January. 

Cominch 111629. All PBYs will be withdrawn from advanced 
combat areas and replaced with PBM3C planes. 

Cincpac 122112. With the concurrence of the Army, Cominch, 
and Cincpac all action in connection with the occupation of TANAGA 
is suspended. 

It is believed that the enemy has no Intention of giving 
up attempts to recapture positions in the Southern SOLOMONS. 
However, the next .large scale move, probably scheduled for December 
18, is ve£nftto<m£rtt of WEWAK, NEW GUINEA. There is some indication 
of a plan to attack or attempt to occupy the KULUK BAY area of ADAK. 
This may be in the nature of a large scale diversion. No threat 
the HAWAIIAN area is seen at this time. 



DECLASSIFIED 



December .13th 

In the South Pacific activities were limited to two 
strikes on MUNDA, The first was 7 B-17S from ESPIRITU 3AITT0 ar- 
riving in the target area at 10 a.m. The second was SBDs escorted 
by P-383 and F4F4S from AG TUG arriving at noon. In the past 
three days five strikes have been made on MUNDA. While the land- 
ing field is believed ready for VEs, no report of such use has 
been received. 

The Central and North Pacific areas were quiet. 

OinO Eastern Fleet will land agents on the COCHIN CHINA 
coast by submarine between the 4th and 6th of January. 

Hear Admiral Giffen's groun expect to arrive NOUMEA 
January 4th, 

The Army nlans to bomb WAltE with 30 B-24s between December 
21 and 24. 

Comsopac 140932 pink deals with delay in action reports 
in his area. 

From fragmentary DI it seems that the Japs plan some 
sort of a raid in the KULDK BAY area from submarines. If true 
they must underestimate our strength there. Our search in the 
ALEUTIANS has failed to locate enemy convoys often reported by 
DI, but some landings are indicated. The unusual interest in the 
DUTCH - NEW GUINEA area, and from there westward to JAVA may 
mean a revival of activity - possibly toward the northwest coast 
of AUSTRALIA* Ho troop move is seen at this time. This does 
not mean that there is any change noted in the enemy prime 
desire to recapture the southern SOLOMONS. Moves in NEW GUINEA 
and the ALEUTIANS may be regarded as diversion attempts. Also, 
in NEW GUINEA there is the suggestion that an attempt is being 
made to strengthen defense nositions in that area, and to facil- 
itate air transport to and from the NEI. 

No major threat in the direction of the Hawaiian Sea 
Frontier seems probable in the foreseeable future, although 
minor raids on OAHU and our outlying positions are always within 
enemy capabilities. ^ 

CAm/V W 
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D ecember 14 , 1942 

TP 16 at E3PIRITU SANTO has been placed on 4 hours 
notice, as have the BBs (TF 64) at NOUMEA . TF 11 is anchored 
at NOUMEA. TF 67 Is at ESPIRITU SANTO. TF 65 is at NANDI, 

The CACTUS planes attacked the MUNDA area ap;ain to- 
day. No AA or enemy plane opposition was encountered. This 
may indicate successful bombing the past few days. 

Enemy planes were reported over TULA G I in the even- 
ing. 

The unloading of supplies at GUADALCANAL is proceed- 
ing under difficulties. There seems to be a shortage of craft 
to handle stores from the ships to the beach, and on the beach 
the facilities are inadequate. 

Comsopac 150422 is an ooeration summary. 

Cominch 102147 is the "Tiresome" Marine troop move- 
ment from the West Coast to the °opac . 

Crudiv ONE composed of the RALEIGH, DETROIT and 
RICHMOND has been formed under Rear Adm. McMorris. 

The Plans Section will reexamine NIDWAY for use as 
a stepping stone to the Jap positions in the Central Pacific. 



There is nothing new of enemy deployment or inten- 



December 15th . 



TFs 11 and 64 departed NOUMEA today and TFs 16 and 
67 depart ESPIRITU SANTC tomorrow. All will operate in the CORAL 
SEA for training and to await developments. TF 11 and 16 will 
continue as TF 6l under Rear Admiral Sherman. 

Both r/TTTJDA and R UK ATA are now daily target s for oianes 
from CACTUS and BUTTON in order to retard development of either 
place. A report today indicates that the bomb craters we made 
in the MUNDA strip the past few days apoear filled up. Harassing 
minor strikes are beinp; made daily at the 3UIN airfield. 

There is some indication of lap occupation of RUSSELL 
ISLAND. A small AP was reported unloading there today. 

The GRAYLING reports two hits in a CTir r 0DI type nlane 
tender on November 6th and sank: a small tanker on November 10th. 
Both attacks were made off TRUK. 



( Continued ) 
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December 13th. (Continued) 

An 0S2U renorts sinking a midget suh near the NEW 
GEORGIA group. 

Comsopac 160424 nink outlines his critical DD shortage. 

Cincpac 160435 "nink does not annrove Comsopac nlan 
for nines off GUADALCANAL but gives a suggestion which would be 
approved . 

The meagre information of WEST NEW GUINEA and enemy- 
positions west of there Is contained in Oonsowespac 152350. 

Oincpac 151959 nink orders CTF 8 to be prepared to 
occuny AMCHITKA at an early date. 

Cant a in Coman With the './.?. BIDDLE, 0HARIE8 CARROLL, 
THOMAS JEFEERSON, J.T. DICKMAJf , HERMITAGE, MCNTICELLO, OBERON, 
ARCTURUS, CONY, and escort leave Norfolk about December 27th. On 
arrival at the Canal Zone the APs and CONY will report to Cincpac 
for duty. 

The enemy is making strenuous efforts to create and 
improve positions in the central SGL0M0HS, As previously noted, 
positions at MBDANG and WEWAK are expected to be occupied in 
moderate strength about the 18th. Moves toward the Western 
ALEUTIAN", including KDGLUK BAY are indicated. None of these in- 
dicate a lessening in the enemy desire to recapture the Southern 
SOLOMONS. It seems probable that large enemy forces are now 
organizing and training for a major nush toward GUADALCANAL. It 
is believed that losses sustained in the past few months have 
caused the enemy to abandon nlans to extend control beyond the 
SOLOMONS. 

Decembe r 16th. 

(Mil 

Aside from routine air strikes on MttNDA the Pacific 
Ocean Areas were quiet. S3Bs claim one 500 nound hit on the stern 
of a DD or CL off MUNDA bar. The only major unit sighted was a 
CV leaving TRUK on southerly courses by the SCULPIN. 

The E. J« HINDS grounded in 3EALAEK CHANNEL. This ship 
had about 1200 troops of the 2 5th Division on board. 

The INDIANAPOLIS and WILSON conducted firing tests 
today off 0AHU with the ne^&k. 32 fuze. Performance indicates 
great possibilities and battle distri ration of the fuze is under- 
way. 

Work on the OKLAHOMA will oe limited to that necessary 
to prepare the vessel to be towed to the mainland for scrapping. 
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December 16th . (Continued) 

Cominch 151650 nink requests information concerning 
the strength of our forces in the CACTUS - RINGBOLT area. 

In reply to Oomsooac message concerning the critical 
DD shortage in the Sopac, Cincpac renlied that all that can be 
done is beinr done (170327 pink). 

Comsopac 170510 pink believes './OOBLARK ISLAND offers 
possibilities as an advanced air base and renue3ts information 
on it from Oomsowespac. 

DI shows that mines have been laid by the enemy at 
KISKA. The fields as renorted will not hamper us to any great 
extent. These fields are just one more indication that the Japs 
are there to stay until thrown out. ^ r ith the construction of a 
fighter strip on BALLALE ISLAND ( SII0RTLAND8 area) underway, there 
is further evidence of the determination to defend RA3AUL with 
considerable air strength. 1 



December 17th. 




Task Forces in the South Pacific, less TF 65, continue 
operations in the eastern CORAL SEA, Two B-17 air strikes were 
made on MUKDA from CACTUS. The HINDS, which grounded two days 
ago in the SEALARK CHANNEL, was refloated. New Zealand patrol 
boats are now operating In the TULAG I -GUADALCANAL area. Comsopac 
170812 Is an operations summary. 

Temporary repairs have been made to the COLUMBIA turbines 
permitting speeds up to 25 kts. 

In answer to Cominch 162115 regarding disposition of 
defense battalions Cincpac sent his 180151. 

The FLYING FISH reports sinking two DDs in the central 
SOLOMONS while on patrol there since early November. 

Orders were issued to the 7th Bomber command to attack 
WAKE with 24 B-24 ' s during the night of December 22-25. 3 subs 
and one DD will be stationed between MIDWAY and WAKE to assist 
the Army and rescue personnel as necessary. 

Cominch is waiting on reports from a special survey of 
AMCHITKA before deciding whether or not to occupy that island. 

A report from the ELLIOT in the ALEUTIANS indicates her 
back broken. The damage probably was caused by heavy seas. 




(Continued next page) 
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December 17th . (Continued) 



The only^enemy activity noted during the day was a land- 
ing in the mDANG™ar*ea. This was predicted. Evidently Sowespac 
air was unable to prevent the convoy approach and no sizeable air 
attack on the convoy was reported. The CV sighted by the SCULFIN 
off TRUK, noted yesterday, may have returned to TRUK. It has never 
been clear why the Japs would want to use a CV In the operation to 
occupy MA DANG and WEWAK. There is some evidence of Jap desire for 
a landing field in the HOLLAND IA area,a«<f ^ WAK&e I&LftND^^ /AoEMl. 

Nothing new Is learned of enemy deployments or intentions, 
A strong push toward GUADALCANAL is still predicted, and no major 
threat in the HAWAIIAN area Is seen. ^ ^ 

December 18th. W- 

There were^no ^alor sightings in the Pacific Ocean Areas 
today. Activity was ( Jl].. ,: iiTecl to the routine daily strike on the 
IvlUNDA area by 3!3Ds from GUADALCANAL . 

Sopac task forces, less TF 65, continue operations in 
the east CORAL SEA. 

The CHESTER will be ready for sea at SYDNEY December 
24th, and the PORTLAND mil be docked there that day. 

Coninch indicates that KIRXVINA and Derhaps other islands 
of the TCBRIAND group may be suitable for an advanced air base 
for operations in the Northern CORAL SEA area. 

CTF 8 reoorts a B-24 strike on KISKA, Also, that a sur- 
vey party landed on ATOUITKA the 17th. 

Cominch 181315 nink is^ a directive to occupy AMCTHTKA 
if reconnaissance shows that an airfield thereon can be constructed 
TFf a reasonable time. dincnac 182321 nink directs CTF 8 to con- 
tinue olans and to recommend forces needed. ' Cincnac 182345 ^ink 
says that CTF 8 will be assigned the Naval task. Admiral ITimitz 
and General De'AItt probably will issue a joint directive for the 
operation. 

Com 12 190320 (2 part) nink sives General De/itt's views 
on the capture of KISKA. Cincpac 190215 pink states that belief 
here is that 2 divisions will be required. Rear Admiral Spruance 
will confer with General DeWitt on this tomorrow. 

Consopac 181056 gives planned emoloyment of Larine defense 
battalions in his area. 

The enemy was successful in landing at MADANG, WEWAK, and 
FINGHAVSK, 'Jith the completion of this operation we can expect 
stepned up effort towards GUADALCANAL . No other new enemy develop- 
ments are seen. \y- 
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Dec ember 19th . 

All Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. A sum- 
mary of air strikes from CACTUS is in CACTUS 192206. 

TF 61 will split up into TF 11 and 16 tomorrow. TF 11 
will proceed to NOUMEA and TF 16 to ESPIRITU SANTO. TFs 64 and 
6? will continue operations in the CORAL SEA. 

While operating off GU ADALC ANAL the GANESVOORT damaged 
one propeller and her speed is limited to 23 knots. The E. J, 
HINDS is proceeding to ESPIRITU SANTO at eight knots. Her ground- 
ing damage is limited to propeller and shafting. 

In the Southwest Pacific it is reported that an air at- 
tack on a group of 1 CL and 4 DD west of NEW BRITAIN resulted in 
direct hits and possible sinking of the CL. 

General DeWitt's 192048 pink gives further details on 
the occupation of AMCHITKA. 

The S-35 was attacked by two enemy float planes south of 
ANTIGNAK ISLAND yesterday. These probably came from KISKA. 

There are no new enemy developments. 



December 2Qth . 

There were no major sightings or contacts in the Pacific 
Ocean Areas today, 

TF 67 has been ordered to ESPIRITU SANTO arriving there 
tomorrow. TF 64 will arrive at NOUMEA day after tomorrow. 

The first Increment of the 25th division is still unload- 
ing at GUADALCANAL and the second increment of the same division 
is being held temporarily at SUVA. 

Routine bombing and harassing strikes were made on the 
enemy positions in the central SOLOMONS. GUADALCANAL 202207. 

A survey of AMCHITKA indicates the feasibility of con- 
structing a fighter strip within about two weeks of the commence- 
ment of the occupation, and of the construction of a bombing 
strip within about three months (GTF 8 210830) . CTF 8 210215 
gives naval forces he believes required for the operation. General 
DeWitt (202304) believes that the survey report will permit the 
operation to uroceed under the directive from Cominch. It now 
appears that the target date will be about January 5th. 

(Continued) 1253 
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December 20th . ( Continued) 

Our strikes on MUNDA undoubtedly have hindered the 
enemy, but not caused the airfield project to be abandoned. At 
BliLLALE a landing strip is well underway. The Japs continue to 
make strenuous effort to improve their Central SOLOMONS posi- 
tion. Sixty-two vessels were sighted at RA.BAUL yesterday. Signs 
continue to point to another major drive toward the Southern 
SOLOMONS within the next two or three weeks. If this estimate , 
is correct no major threat toward the Hawaiian area is seen, . 

V 

December 21st . (>mA 

No surface or ground operations of significance were 
reported during the fc day jfl , There was a strike on MUNDA by eleven 
SBDs from GUADALCANAL^ These planes were not opposed and were 
unable to see any ground activity. A few minutes later a B-17 
over the runway received AA fire, 

CTF 8 reports a strike on KISKA in his 212307. 

All Sopac striking forces are heading for or in port, 
as previously noted, 

£^*-vfUh-U±. at toy. 

The 25th Division, 1st increment , ^disembarked at GUADAL- 
CANAL today. The 2nd increment of that Division is waiting 
orders at SUVA, 

It Is expected that the ^ENSACOLA will be ready to leave 
ESPIRITU SANTO about December 28 and the MINNEAPOLIS about 
January 5th, Thu NEW ORLEANS Imu milled a I OTDNEY . The CHESTER 
will oroceed to Norfolk for complete repair of battle damage. 

The Army planes which are scheduled to bomb WAKE the 
night of December 22 - 23 have arrived at MIDWAY. 

Tor the CROWBAR operation Cincpac will reinforce TF 8 
with the INDIANAPOLIS -and 4 DD, This will not give all the anti- 
submarine forces that could be used profitably, but no others 
are available. A proposal for a joint directive for this opera- 
tion is in Cincpac 220557 pink. CTF 8 212238 pink estimates 
the AMCHITKA troop requirements at about 13,500. This number 
raises the problem of logistic support and involves the Navy 
insofar as large escort demands can be expected. 

Cominch 191906 pink gives moves for the 10th and 12th 
defense battalions, Cincpac will reauire transportation for the 
10th, and combat loading is not essential. 



( Continued) 
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December 21st, (Continued) 



Admiral Halsey proposes to return the NEW MEXICO and 
MISSISSIPPI from the Sopac to conserve escorts and to- permit 
accomplishment of watertight integrity improvements to permit 
their use in forv/ard areas. Cincpac concurs. 

The very large number of vessels seen at RABAUL yester- 
day is a fine target for air attack both from CACTUS and BUTTON . 
It seems probable that these vessels are involved in the ex- 
pected major push toward GUADALCANAL. It would be worth a great 
deal to break up this shipping concentration. It should be noted 
that our submarines in the SoPac area seem ineffective. Just 
why this Is the case Is not clear. Plotted patrol positions do 
not provide for maximum concentrations at the two main focal 
points, i.e. RABAUL and BUIN . 

The enemy today has at least four combatant CVs avail- 
able. Some are training In Empire waters. While it seems most 
probable that the next employment of the CVs will be In the 
South, the possibility of raids in the Hawaiian Area and on our 
staging points cannot be overlooked. No employment of CVs in 
the ALEUTIANS or east of the Meridian of OAHU is seen. 



December 22nd. 



12 SBD, 5 B-17, with VF coverage made strikes on MUTJDA 
shortly after noon local. Specific damage inflicted is not re- 
ported, but AA opposition was encountered by the B-17's. 

An extremely large concentration of shipping was 
observed at RABAUL. . Ships of all types, Including one or two 
cruisers and 20 DDs, numbered over one hundred. It would be an 
ideal set up for a BLUE CV strike, particularly while HYPOCRITE 
(JAPAN) probably could not oppose with more than one CV. The 
danger in such an operation is, of course, enemy shore based air. 
Coma ir sopac plans to strike RAEAUL tomorrow with 6 B-17's, and 
the next day with at least 12 B-17 f s. 

The B-24 strike on WAKE was made on schedule. All 
planes returned to MIDWAY safely. Damage inflicted is not yet 
reported. 

The CROWBAR operation (occupation of AMCHITKA) is 
shaping up. Cincpac 230407 requests General De'.VItt to send his 
suggested draft for a joint directive. This despatch was answered 
in DeVTitt's 230016 pink. The joint directive to CTP 8 should be 
sent along tomorrow. 

A*? 

There are no new enemy developments. 
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December 22nd (Continued) 

The press indicates that the BRITISH have raided 
3 A BANG with carrier based planes. The BRITISH have also 
started a land offensive against AKYAB. 



December 2 3rd. 



There were two strikes made on MUNDA during the day from 
CACTUS. It is evident that these almost daily attacks are hamper- 
ing Jap development. However, it was seen for the first time to- 
day that zero fighters are operating from the MUNDA field. 

No major sightings were reported In the Pacific Ocean 
Areas. The large assembly of ships at RABAUL, mentioned yesterday, 
still remains a most attractive target. The B-17 strike on RABAUL 
which was scheduled for today is not reported and may have been 
called off on account of bad weather. 

Corns opac 240616 Is a summary for his area. 

OTP 17 232359 Is the report of the successful Army strike 
on WAKE. The photo reconnaissance which followed the strike also 
w gs successful. 0n the da y of this strike the TRITON sank a^watlr 
baiOe off WAKE. If bombing destroyed a few distillers ashore the 
Japs may have a serious water problem. 

Cincpac 232215 is the joint directive for the occupation 
of AMCHITKA. 

OTP B 240225 gives forces proposed. 

There are no new enemy deployments noted, and nothing r ^L^- 
new is learned of enemy plans. \^ 

December 24th. 



The Pacific Ocean Areas were quiet exceot for air strikes 
in the SOLOMONS. Eleven B-17's started tc bomb RABAUL. Six 
reached the target and claim three hits on an AK or AP, and several 
near misses, i Other planes were unable to find the target area. 
This rfa^f-^Xbe cause of bad weather. The large number of ships at 
RABAUL, plus a possible CV, previously mentioned, was reported 
by returning pilots. In this connection CinC Pac sent his 250303 
which suggests a coordinated air strike on this shipping concen- 
tration and the redistribution of submarines to cover RABAUL 
approaches more effectively. Minor contacts made during the day 
in the SOLOMONS area are of no special significance. 9 SBD's with 
VP cover attacked landing barges and the MUNDA airstrip. It is 
reported that the landing strip is considerably damaged from the 
past few days bombing. 
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December 24th (Cont'd) 

All task forces in the South Pacific are in port as 
follows; TP 65 at NANDI ; TPs 16 and 67 at BUTTON; TP 11 and 
64 at -.TRITE POPPY. 

No ground action is reported from GUADALCANAL. The 
troops in that area have been quiet for some time. 

A Jap DD which was sunk at TULAOI is in rather shallow 
water. It may be possible to recover her charts and other 
papers of value. 

The photo reconnaissance plane sent to V/AKE following 
the recent strike was unable to get pictures because of overcast. 

The Allies in the BUNA area are making slow but continous 
progress in cutting off the Jap troops and recapturing two 
airfields. 

The DRUM reports that an attack on a carrier on Dec. 12th 
off Southern HONSHU resulted in two torpedo hits. 

OTP 8 plans to make a sweep to the westward with cruisers 
and destroyers starting Dec. 28th. The 3-35 at A DAK had a 
serious battery fire yesterday. ^ 

There are no new enemy developments. 



December 25th 




At least two enemy submarines were reported sunk. The 
first was sunk off ST. GEORGE CHANNEL by the SEADRAGON while on 
patrol in these waters, and the second was sunk by a SWPac PT in 
the BUNA area. 

Two small enemy AKs were sighted off WICKHAM ISLAND, NE'7 
GEORGIA during the day and were attacked by CACTUS air. One of 
3000 tons was sunk. Reports from the SWPac Indicate good success 
in air attacks on enemy shipping In the western SOLOMONS SEA. It 
seems probable that one victim was the ARIAKE (DD). It continues 
to be of first Importance to sink enemy shipping. An efficient 
way to do this is by low altitude bombing. 

At GUADALCANAL current night nuisance raids are lowering 
our troop's combat efficiency as indicated in Comsopac 250449. 
The logistic supply of our southern SOLOMONS positions is proceed- 
ing satisfactorily. 

Admiral Halsey is discussing air strikes on RABAUL with 
ComSWPac. Comsopac 260612 pink. 



-(Continued) 
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December 35th (Continued) 



The present status of the BALLALE airfield Is in Comal r- 
sopac 360334. 

The MONT PEL IER group will arrive at NOUffliA about January 
19. TP 65 less Batdiv 4 is ordered to ESP IR ITU SANTO. The ACVs 
are warned to be prepared for further service. 

Further discussion of the AMCHITKA occupation Is contained 
in General De Witt's 252050 pink. 

There are no new enemy developments. £a>A^ k>r 

December 26th 



As has been the case for several days, the Pacific Ocean 
areas were generally quiet. SBDs with fighters made a routine 
strike on the I.ttJMDA area. Some zero and AA opposition was encoun- 
tered. 

The WAHOO returning from patrol in the Central SOLOMONS 
area reports sinking one I class sub and one 5600 ton AP in mid 
December . 

There are now 161 planes of various types at GUADALCANAL , 
but full operation of these is not yet possible because bulk avgas 
storage Is not yet completed. Completion of the tank farm now 
under construction is promised by January 15th. 

The 2nd Increment of the 25th Division should arrive at 
GUADALCANAL about the 28th. 

Admiral King says well done to the WAKE bombers, and be- 
lieves that attacks should be repeated at irregular intervals not 
only for the effect on WAKE but as prospective cover if and when 
we may wish to follow the attack with assault. We are giving 
consideration to other air attacks on enemy Central Pacific posi- 
tions from JOHNSTON and FUNAFUTI. 



Admiral Hepburn will report to Clncpac In a few days to 
conduct an administrative investigation of the 1st Battle of SAVO. 

There are no new enemy developments. w- 
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December 27th 



There were no major sightings in the Pacific Ocean Areas. 
A Southwest Pacific plane saw at least 51 ships anchored at RABAUL. 
No large concentration in the BUIN area has been noted for sometime. 

It appears probable that four Jap subs have been sunk in 
the SOLOMONS SEA area in the past week. 

The NEW ORLEANS arrived at SYDNEY the 24th local, 

While enroute from WAKE to the South Pacific the TRITON 
sank an AK off MOKIL ( CAROLINE ISLANDS ) . 

All Task Forces of the South Pacific Force are in port for 
upkeep and to await developments. 

Army planes over ATTU encountered some AA from that Island. 
A reconnaissance plane had reported float planes at ATTU, but a 
strike sent from ADAK to destroy them was unable to find them. This 
may have been due to radar warning from KISKA, 

Gominch 271750 pink suggests enemy CV employment against 
the HAWAII - MIDWAY line or elsewhere other than the SOLOMONS SEA 
area. This is, of cour3e.^lways possible- -as was noted herein on 
December 21st. The most N employment seems to be in connection with 
another major attempt to recapture positions in the Southern SOLOMONS. 
Because of new airfields in the Central SOLOMONS and in NEW GEORGIA, 
the next southward push would Involve use of considerable enemy shore 
based air with better fighter coverage than was possible from RAEAUL. 

December 28th. 



During the day air strikes from GUADALCANAL sank two AKs at 
WICKHAM ANCHORAGE, NEW GEORGIA. The Pacific Ocean Areas were other- 
wise quiet. 

An Army photo reconnaissance plane returning from WAKE landed 
at sea 200 miles southwest of MIDWAY. Rescue is underway. 

The WASMUTH (DMS) broke in two in heavy seas and sank off 
UMNAK ISLAND. 



The enemy probably is reorganizing and training for another 
push toward GUADALCANAL. The carriers are training in EMPIRE Waters. 
The bulk of other surface strength is not located but seems to be 
In the general area between TRUK and HONSHU. 
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December 29th. 

There was very little activity in the Pacific during the 
day. GUADALCANAL planes made a strike on enemy installations at 
REKATA , Slight AA was encountered and there were few signs of 
activity there. Comsopac 300627 is an operation summary for the 
past few days. 

Cominch has directed that 6 to 12 PTs now in Sopac he 
sent to ComSWPac for temporary duty. 

Comsopac 300350 gives the plans for troops in the GUADAL- 
CANAL area, and his 301223 reports present troops in the GUADAL- 
CANAL-TULAGI area. There seem to be some omissions in the latter 
despatch. The second increment of the 25th Division has arrived 
at GUADALCANAL. 

Sopac Task Forces are still in port with TP 16 and 67 at 
ESPIRITU SA1IT0 and 11 and 64 at NOUMEA. TF 65 ACVs and escorts were 
due at ESPIRITU SANTO at noon today. Batdiv 4 is at NANDI . 

Comsopac 300602 pink gives a plan for a cruiser and 
destroyer bombardment of MUNDA during the night of January 4th 
(local) . 

The THOMAS EDISON, which grounded several weeks ago at 
TURTLE ISLAND, can now be considered a total loss. She broke her 
back the 19th. Most of th^pjcargo , including 48 torpedoes, has 
been salvaged. Even better^salvage results may be expected with 
the arrival of the new salvage vessels In the South Pacific. At 
present ATs with makeshift equipment are employed. 

North Pacific cruisers and DD escort under RealT Admiral 
McMorris will make a sweep to the westward from KODIAK during the 
next few days. This is preliminary to the CROWBAR operation now 
scheduled to begin on January 5th. 

There is very little known of present enemy deployment 
and intentions. It is believed that the next major move will be 
toward GUADALCANAL, and that the recently noted developments in 
the NEW GEORGIA Group and the Central SOLOMONS are primarily to 
provide better shore based air coverage. At MUNDA, for example, 
it is now known that bombers can operate on the airfield. About 
half of the enemy carriers are believed about to complete an in- 
tensive training operation in the vicinity of HONSHU, The bulk of 
combatant surface strength is thought between TRUK and the Empire. 
Based on this, no major enemy move toward GUADALCANAL would take 
place before January 7th. But Cardiv ONE has been silent for the 
past three days. It may be enroute south. In that case a possible 
enemy target date may be somewhat advanced. Because of lack of 
definite Information, the best that can be done is to predict as 
follows! , 

(Continued next page) 
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December 39th . (Continued) 

(a) No major move on GUADALCANAL is to be expected 
before about January 7th. 

Cb ) A major novo on GUADALC A NAL is m o re probable 
th a t on e- t o war d NEW flU Hffift . 

(c) It is possible, but not probable, that a raid 
in strength will be made in the near future on the 
MIDWAY- HAWAII line or outlying positions in the 
Central Pacific, 

(d) It does not seem probable that much strength 
will be in the North Pacific to interfere with the 
CROWBAR operation. <Rcy*~. 

December 30th . 

Pacific Ocean Areas were generally quiet. Comsopac 
310836. Our submarines are beginning to show improvement in the 
SOLOMON?: SEA area. Enemy sources indicate that one of our subs 
sank one ship of a convoy heading from the NEW BRITAIN area toward 
PALAU and attacked another ship in the convoy about an hour later. 
(In this latter attack two torpedoes passed under the ship without 
exploding. This is further evidence of our very poor torpedo per- 
formance) . 

There are no major developments in the SW Pac. Ground 
forces continued to close in on Japs in the BUNA area. The enemy 
undoubtedly is improving and building air facilities on the North 
Coast of NIW GUINEA. 

The press reports increased air and ground action in the 
BURMA theatre. In RUSSIA extravagant reports of success against 
the Germans appear daily in the press. While the RUSSIANS must 
be successful in the present offensive, the degree of that success 
may not be as great as the RUSSIANS report. Little is known of 
our African Campaign. It seems probable that the advance from the 
West has been stopped now that stiff enemy resistance is encounter- 
ed. The advance from the East seems to be slowed down, possibly 
due to logistic problems. 

Comairwing WO 310830 reports a typical strike on MUNDA, 

Our logistic supply and troop replacement pro pram to 
GUADALCANAL is proceeding well. The second increment of the 2 5th 
Division will be landed by January 3rd. Because of Admiral Halsey's 
300350, noted yesterday, Cincpac sent his 310341 pink to Cominch. 
In this connection it is recorded again that no troops are in sight 
or even contemplated (as far as Is known here) successfully to 
complete tasks TWO and THREE. We know that, after jungle duty, 



{ Continued) 
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December 30th . (Continued) 

troops are not available again, because of malaria and other causes, 
for from three to six months. Until we have the requisite numbers 
of fresh troops to take and keep up the offensive our situation 
in the SOLOMON SEA Area will ie unsatisfactory from the viewpoint 
of getting along with the war. Results in 1942 are gratifying con- 
sidering the fact that we have not had enough tools to work with. 
While we have managed to stop Jap advances toward AUSTRALIA and 
the supply lines thereto, we have not impaired Jap capacity to de- 
fend gains of 1942. To permit Japan to exoloit her present "Far 
East" holdings would prolong the war to the danger point. All 
this means only one thing for 1943 - more tools to work with than 
are now in sight. In addition, we must improve material, such as 
torpedoes and radio. Cincpac 310459 is one more plea for more 
tools. 

No new enemy deployments or intentions are noted. 

December 51st . ^ 

For the first time in several days a cruiser - destroyer 
group was sighted in the vicinity of the SHORTLAT-IDS . Bad weather 
in the SOLOMONS area probably was the cause of an ineffective strike 
today on MUNDA and of only a part of the usual daily search. The 
large concentration of shipping continues at RABAUL. . We have 81 
merchant type in the NOUMEA -ESPIRITU SANTO-GUDALCANAL area. 

Corns opac 311100(3 parts) is his Op Plan 1-43 in which he 
outlines cover for 6 APs and 1 AK in the GUADALCANAL area January 
3rd to about January 6th. 

Comsopac (010514) plans to develop PORT PURVIS, FLORIDA 
ISLAND as a fleet anchorage. His 011136 gives his plan to relieve 
the 2nd Marine Division at GUADALCANAL and to eliminate the enemy 
there . 

Cominch 311815 pink is a proposal to create a Deputy 
Comsopac to relieve Comsopac of administrative details. 

CTF 8 reports an air strike on KISKA in his 312140. 
Cominch states that the Army is maintaining the ALEUTIAN P-38 
squadron at twenty-five airplanes. No additional P-38 squadron 
is available at present for assignment to the ALASKAN area. This 
plane Is believed the only pursuit which can ^Satisfactorily s* 
employed In that area. 

There are no new enemy developments. CKkrb> 
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